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One Great Hour of
Sharing

On Sunday, April 2, we will be
taking a special collection to
benefit One Great Hour of Sharing.
Please see page 8 for details on this
special mission offering of the
UCC.

Holy Week Services

The first week of April will be
Holy Week. Here is the schedule of
worship services for that week:

Sunday, April 2, Palm
Sunday. Regular worship with
communion at 10am.

Thursday April 6, Maundy
Thursday. A moving service
remembering the last supper
starting at 7 pm in our sanctuary.

Friday, April 7, Good Friday.
An ecumenical service on the
common starting at 2 pm.

Sunday, April 9, Easter. Join us
as we celebrate the Resurrection of
Christ at 10 am in our sanctuary.

An Easter egg hunt for the
children will follow the
service.

     

April Calendar

2 Palm Sunday

6 Maundy Thursday Service at
TCC

7 Good Friday Service on the
Town Common

9 Easter Sunday

10 Council Meeting

20 Free Community Dinner

22 Earth Day

29 Ham Dinner

Handbell Practice every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm

Choir Practice every Wednesday at
7:30 pm

AUCTION
HELP NEEDED

Helpers are needed to bake goodies
and assist Barbara Goodwin with
light appetizers and desserts for the
food table at the Auction. If you
would like to lend a hand please
contact Barbara at:
babagoodwin@gmail.com.



Pastor’s Letter

As I write this on the first day of
Spring I know I am not the only
one ready for the sights and smells
of Spring.  It will be here soon
enough, but for the moment we
have to look at melting piles of
dirty snow.  Like the season of
Lent, the time between Christmas
and Easter is sometimes a difficult,
messy and uncertain time.  While
we anxiously await the beauty to
come, or the empty tomb, first we
must get through the other stuff. 
Impeding our celebration is both
the weather AND Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday.

While we have no control over the
weather or the coming of the full
impact of Spring, we know we do
have a part to play in Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday.  Each
year, before we can celebrate the
resurrection we have to face our
own sinfulness and shame.  Each
year we have to ask ourselves what
we would have really done had we
been present on those two days
when the disciples betrayed and
abandoned Jesus as he washed their
feet and died for them.  My guess is
that we would have all gone along
with the crowd.

Thankfully, despite that reality,
Jesus forgave us.  He died for the
glory of God and the salvation of
even those who denied or
abandoned him.  His resurrection

proved once and for all the
goodness and power and glory of
God.  For this we need to say both,
“I am sorry” and “thank you.”  One
way we can do that is by gathering
to offer our worship and praise
throughout Holy Week.

Our Holy Week services begin on
Palm Sunday, April 2, with a
service of worship in our sanctuary
at 10 AM.  On Maundy Thursday,
April 6th, we will remember the last
supper Jesus shared with his
disciples.  This service will begin at
7pm in our sanctuary.  Good
Friday, April 7th, we will worship
with our brothers and sisters in
Christ from the Methodist Church. 
This time we will worship on the
common starting at 2pm.  Finally,
we will be celebrating the
resurrection in our sanctuary
Easter Sunday, April 9th at our
usual worship time of 10am.

I look forward to seeing you at all
of the above services, and
especially celebrating this glorious
day of faith and hope and joy with
you.

Peace,

Greg
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TCC is having our 14th Live
Auction on Saturday, May 13,
2023.

Preview begins at 5 pm and the
actual auction begins at 6 pm. 

Complimentary light appetizers and
water will be available.  There will
also be a cash bar for wine, beer
and soda.

Once again the Pelletier family
from Brookline Auction Gallery
will be keeping the bidding lively.

This is a fun, social event for
friends and family.

We are currently accepting ideas
for your donations.  We need you to
look around the house for items to
donate.  We are accepting
donations of goods and services
now, however, no electronics,
appliances, dishes, cloth furniture
or “yard sale” items, please.

We are actively getting donations
from local business and vendors. In
the past we have had almost 100
donations, so we are working to
meet that goal.

If you know anyone who provides
goods or services or has a business
that might donate, please let us
know and tell them about the
auction. Don’t forget that some of
our previous hot sellers were found
along the roads!

Please look around your house to
see if you have anything to donate.
We will be collecting them at the
church the week before the auction. 

Please take photos of items you
would like to donate and send to
Carole Gustafson and Beth Klein. 
Please email both of us with what
you would like to donate, or call us
if you have any questions (see end
of article).

Donations of services are strongly
encouraged. Our congregation has
historically been very creative with
their service donations!

Donations that raise a reasonable
amount include:

y Wood furniture in good
condition, especially antiques

y Safes/file cabinets

y Vacation rentals

y Homemade meal coupons

y Sports tickets

y Power tools

y Paintings

y Hand-made blankets, quilts,
wall hangings and tote bags

y Gift baskets

y Restaurant gift certificates

y Popular business gift
certificates

y Vintage and collectible items
like ornaments, tools or toys

y Service donations such as:

y Lobster dinner

y Homemade soups made to
order

y Homemade cake(s)

y Babysitting coupons

y Fresh herb basket

y Be creative!

Finally, we need volunteers to
bake, help in the kitchen, set up and
take down tables and chairs, to be
runners and to distribute auction
items during the auction.

The auction could not be successful
without donations from you. 

 Let’s make this year’s event the
best ever and don’t forget to bring a
friend !

Carole Gustafson:
carolegus@gmail.com
978-597- 6364

Beth Klein:
donald.klein2@verizon.net
978 -597- 8517

Wanda Wilson:
wswilson7652@yahoo.com
978-597-6803

Take-Out Community
Dinner

The next community dinner will be
held on Thursday, April 20th from
5:00 - 6:30 pm. The take-out dinner
menu will include meatloaf, baked
potatoes, vegetable, rolls and
dessert. As always, it is free and
open to everyone! Pre-orders are
suggested before noon on April
20th by calling the church office at
978-597-8925 or 978-597-6803. 
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There will be sign up sheets
available at church for the next few
weeks for everyone who would like
to donate food or their time to the
meatloaf dinner.  Thank you, in
advance, for you generosity!

Hope you can join us!

Wanda Wilson

FUND-RAISER!
Cool Air and
Sprinklers!

We have two maintenance projects
that the church needed to defer
until this year because of the
expense of our great looking and
very functional new roof over the
VCCC preschool. They involve our
sprinkler system and the
compressor for the air conditioner
that serves the church offices,
which failed last summer (of all
summers!)! Both projects now need
to be completed.

Last March, Cogswell Sprinkler out
of Worcester inspected our
sprinkler system and found three
areas that needed to be updated to
pass state codes. We corrected two
of the items last year, but reserved
the third for this year. The twenty
year old system contains antifreeze
that needs to be drained and
replaced with listed acceptable
antifreeze to bring it up to the

current state codes. The cost of this
change could be up to $7,500.

Our air conditioner in the church
office areas stopped working last
summer. It was established that the
compressor was gone and needed to
be replaced. It was going to cost
$7,600 last fall. I canceled the order
so we could research more about
mini splits, air coolant and heating
units that would update the
technology we use to cool and heat
the offices. By switching to mini
splits, the church will use the
electricity savings that we get from
the solar panels to cool and heat the
area. When it gets down to around
-5 degrees, the present furnace will
kick in to continue the process of
warming the area. We have been
told that our furnaces are aging and
could stop working soon. This
change to mini splits could extend
the life of the existing furnace
because of it’s decreased usage.

I have, once again, followed a huge
learning curve to understand these
changes and, with the help of the
Council, made decisions as how to
best proceed for the church.

Now we must also consider the
church’s financial well being. Both
projects combined could cost the
church around $18,000. We have
fortunately received a generous
donation of $4,000 already. We still
need to raise what we can to avoid
using our invested funds, the
interest from which supports our
yearly budget, if possible. Can we
do it? Please consider donating. 

All donations need to be labeled
“Maintenance Fund-raiser”. They
can be mailed to: Townsend
Congregational Church, PO Box
487, Townsend MA 01469

Donations can also be
electronically made, dropped off at
the church office, or placed in the
Sunday offering. 

Thank you for your time and
consideration,

Wanda Wilson
Minister for Property

   

Poetry
Corner

SHEPHERD ME LORD

Lord, lead me to a quiet place

where I am free to contemplate

the path that you would have me
find

where I can see and not be blind.

Shepherd me, your servant, Lord,

that I may live to Your accord.

In deepest shadows of my soul,

touch my heart with self control.

Grasp my fear and in its' place

bless my life with loving grace.

Shepherd me to follow You

in valleys dark, and lead me
through

to where I find your presence
clear

and I am calmed to find you
near.

-  Christine Clish
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Hello TCC Friends!! 
Happy April and
Happy Spring 2023
from VCCC!!!

From our youngest infant to our
oldest PreK friends, the children
continue on their wonderful journey
through early childhood education
taking on new challenges and
reaching new milestones, but most
of all, having FUN!!  During the
month of March our talented
Infant/Toddler and Preschool/PreK
teachers took the children on
magical “trip” into the wacky,
wonderful world of Dr. Seuss! 
From art projects where they
created “Cat in the Hat” hats and
“Red Fish, Blue Fish”, to cooking
“Green Eggs and Ham” for snack
time, to a variety of Dr. Seuss
games; the children not only had
the chance for lots of silly fun, they
utilized their imaginations and
creativity, enhanced language
skills, learned about rhyming and
about opposites, and they worked
on improving both their fine and
gross motor skills.  They also had
lots of St. Patrick’s Day and
Dinosaur fun throughout the month
as well!  April will find the Infant
and Toddler classes focusing on
Spring, Gardening and Farm
Animals, as well author Mercer
Mayer.  Our Preschool and PreK
children will have a busy April as
they concentrate on Easter, Spring,

changes in the Weather, and Earth
Day! 

During February and March we had
our registration for the 2022-2023
school year for our currently
enrolled families as well as our
waiting list.  Hard to believe that it
was that time already!  We are so
VERY excited to say that our
Infant and Toddler classes are now
full for that new school year. 
Registration for our
Preschool/PreK class has also gone
well, we only have very limited
availability left in that class for the
Fall, so if you know anyone with
young children 2 years 9 months
through 4 years old who may be
looking for a preschool program,
please have them call me at
978-597-0834 as soon as possible. 
It feels so wonderful to be back to
pre-COVID enrollment numbers!

We will soon begin registration for
our upcoming Summer Program. 
While this program is a necessity
for so many of our working parents,
our enrollments in the past often
tended to drop a bit during the
summer due to the fact that we
have quite a few public school
teacher children who do not need
care during the summer months. 
As we firmly believe that “word of
mouth” is the best form of
advertising, we would like to ask
your help in getting the word out to
those out in the community about
the availability of our Summer
Program.  The staff and I are in the
process of putting together plans
for the Summer and will be
including some fun “specials” such
as a creative art program that will
have the children using the formats
of famous artists like Van Gogh,
Monet, Matisse and Pollock, which
will then result in an Art Show at
the end of the summer!  “Kids Can

Cook” will have the children
getting creative in another way as
they mix, stir, cook and bake up
some yummy fun, including some
recipes from around the world!  A
“Little Scientists” program will
allow the children to explore,
investigate, and make discoveries
about a variety of topics connected
to the scientific world they live in. 
In addition, weather permitting, we
will spend lots of time outside
engaging in nature-based art
activities, fun gross motor games
and lots of water play-wading pools
and sprinklers, water tables and
water walls on the playground
fence!!

The month of April will also bring
our yearly celebration of the “Week
of the Young Child” (WOYC)
which is sponsored by the National
Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC). 
NAEYC is the largest early
childhood education association in
the world.  The purpose of the
WOYC is to bring public attention
to the needs of young children and
their families, and to recognize the
early childhood programs and their
staff who are meeting those needs
every day.  As in the past, there will
be a different theme for each day of
the week-long festivities! 
Monday's theme will be Music
Monday! We will sing, dance, and
learn through lots of fun musical
activities that will allow the
children to develop and enhance
math, language, literacy and motor
skills.  Tasty Tuesday will let us
have us connect math and science
skills with a yummy cooking
project!  It will also let us once
again reinforce healthy eating
habits.  Working Together
Wednesday will not only focus
on our engineering, architectural
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Wedding Anniversaries:
Jock and Pam Snaith, 51 years

on April 14
Doug and Karen Baer, 45 years

on April 15

and building skills, it will reinforce
our ongoing concepts of friendship
and teamwork!  Artsy Thursday
will challenge imaginations and get
those creative juices flowing
through a variety of art processes! 
And on Family Friday we will
celebrate the heart of who VCCC
represents, all our wonderful
families!

I would like to sincerely thank our
TCC family for your ongoing
support of VCCC, we always most
appreciate your help and
generosity.  From all the Staff, the
VCCC Board of Directors and
myself, we wish you all continued
health and happiness!  HAPPY
EASTER!!!

Carol Ciccolini, 
VCCC Director

Ham Supper

Save Saturday, April 29th, for our
last church dinner of the spring. It
will be held from 5:00 - 6:30 pm
and the menu will include ham with
raisin sauce, baked potatoes,
vegetables, rolls, and our
homemade desserts! The price will
be $13 per meal, $25 for two and
no more than $30 for families with
young children. The dinner is also
an eat in buffet or take away!
Pre-orders are strongly suggested
by calling the church office before
noon on Friday, April 28, at 978-
597-8925 or Wanda Wilson at 978-
597-6803. 

Sign up sheets are available at the
church on Sundays to donate food
or your time to the dinner. Please
consider joining us for that
evening! Working on the dinner
gives everyone a good chance to
get to know people as a new friend
or visit with everyone while
working to offer a meal for others!
Thank you for your time.

Hope you can join us!

Wanda Wilson

The
Birthday
Fund

This is a fun
way to
contribute
above and

beyond your regular giving to the
church to something above and
beyond our normal operating
budget. We appreciate those who
have participated so far. Simply
make a donation on (or around)
your birthday in the amount of your
age (Memo: Birthday Fund)!
Participate and watch our gifts
grow!

2-Donald
Hunt;
11-Pamela
Allen; 13-
Samantha
Miller and
Heather
Rochette;
14-Nick Zielenkievicz; 15-Lucas
Davidson; 16-Tina Bauer;
18-Dorothy DuBreuil; 20-Peter

Hunt; 24-Dominic Capone;
25-Renee Fossey; 28-Karen Baer

OUR BLESSINGS: 

A joy that Jean Sobol is
recuperating at home after spending
7 weeks in the hospital.

Thanks for the blessing of all who
helped with the pork supper. We
raised a little over $1,500 for our
church ministries.

After more than 16 years of being
unchurched, Cathy Hill’s daughter,
Kim, has found a church in
Arkansas that she is attending with
her family. Thanks be to God.

OUR CONCERNS:  

Prayers for Amanda Caprigno and
family as they deal with the tragedy
of losing their home and all their
possessions to a fire.

We keep Pastor Greg in our prayers
as he deals with the emotional
aspects of his ailing father.
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Remember to check the
members-only portion of

the TCC website for
updated reports.

COMMUNITY
NEWS

We offer prayers for Bob, a family
friend of carol swenor, who is
facing serious heart and lung
issues. Praying that his treatments
are successful, and he can keep his
up his spirits thru a long recovery.

As we follow the world news of
natural and man-made tragedies, let
us keep the victims and the care-
takers in our prayers.

We offer prayers of
healing and hope for all
those in our immediate
and extended families
who are in the midst
of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and
support them.

LECTIONARY, APRIL
2023

April 2, 2023 - 
    Sixth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
Second reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 or

Matthew 27:11-54

April 9, 2023 - 
   Easter Sunday
First reading: Acts 10:34-43 or

Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Second reading: Colossians 3:1-4
or Acts 10:34-43

Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Matthew
28:1-10

April 16, 2023 - 
   Second Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm: Psalm 16
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel: John 20:19-31

April 23, 2023 -
    Third Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

April 30, 2023 -
    Fourth Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:42-47
Psalm: Psalm 23
Second reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel: John 10:1-10

The Friends
of the
Ashby
Playground
are excited
to announce
the second
annual
Friends of
the Ashby

Playground Family Fun 5k. The
purpose of this event is to raise
funds to improve and update the
Ashby Playground located at Allen
Field in Ashby, MA. Our goal is to
add a play structure that is targeted
to a two-year to five-year age range
as the current equipment is geared
to older kids.  The race will begin
and end at Allen Field following an
out and back course on
lightly-traffic roads through Ashby,
MA. The Friends of the Ashby
playground is a subdivision of
Townsend Ashby Youth Baseball
and Softball, a local non-profit
organization.

 Register Here!
Scan the QR Code
or go to
runsignup.com and

search Friends of the Ashby
Playground Family Fun 5k

Monetary donations are also
welcomed and checks can be made
out to TAYBS with Ashby
Playground in the memo line.

If there are any questions, please
reach out to Rebecca Burnham -
playground@taybs.org.
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Special Mission
Offerings

United Church of Christ Special
Mission Offerings sponsor vital
ministries that bring hope to people
in the U.S. and around the world. 
Our church has identified four areas
where critical human needs exist:

• in places lacking health and
educational resources and/or where
disaster has struck;

• within systems of injustice which
oppress daily life and opportunity;

• in the lives of church leaders
without sufficient resources to live
with dignity;

• in the nurture of youth and
congregations just beginning their
lives of faith.

The UCC believes these Special
Mission Offerings collectively
serve to lift people closer to the
abundance and wholeness to which
Jesus Christ has called us to work
together to bring about.

One Great Hour of Sharing

Channels resources for
international programs in health,
education and agricultural
development, emergency relief,
refugee ministries, and both
international and domestic disaster
response, administered by Wider
Church Ministries, Global Sharing
of Resources.

Reprinted with permission from the
Southern New England Conference, UCC,
sneucc.org.

Here is a recent “Daily Devotional”
that I thought was worth sharing
with you. I hope you find it
enlightening.  Cathy

Sufferings and
Glories

by Donna Schaper

March 19, 2023

I consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth
comparing to the glory that is to be
revealed in us. – Romans 8:18
(NRSV)

Many people have committed to the
long haul of ending racism. We
know it is a slog. We also know it
is God’s destination for humanity.
We know we were made by God to
get along, to share the wealth, to
realize our full humanity.

We also know how lost we are,
how many generations it will take
to equalize wealth or glorify every
child, no matter their address.

Theologian Henri Nouwen said,
“The paradox of expectation indeed
is that those who believe in
tomorrow can better live today, that
those who expect joy to come out
of sadness can discover the
beginnings of new life in the center
of the old, that those who look
forward to the returning Lord can
discover him already in their
midst.”

My favorite ways to end the
sufferings of now are mapped by
the glory that is to be revealed.
They are a step a day.

When I am done apologizing for
my micro-aggressions of the day, I
find some micro-kindnesses and
dust them off. I might send a
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friend’s resume around again. Or
make supper for my favorite single
mother. Or take up a long
conversation with the person
who said she had already
done too much. I might
bolster and shoulder and lift.
I might blow on the embers
of my dimly burning sticks
and see if I can get them to
light. From flicker to flame?
Why not?

Prayer

Set our feet on your path, O
God, and remind us that big
fires start as little ones.
Don’t let us overdo
ourselves and also don’t let
us underdo. Amen.

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

Donna Schaper
works nationally
for Bricks and
Mortals, a

NYC-based organization that
provides sustainable solutions for
sacred sites. Her newest book is
Remove the Pews: Spiritual
Possibilities for Sacred Spaces,
from The Pilgrim Press.

Reprinted with permission from
the Southern New England
Conference, UCC, sneucc.org.
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship/Sunday School at 10 am 


