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Daylight
Savings
Time
begins on
Sunday,
March 12.

Easter Flowers

Michelle Enright has the list for
pre-ordering flowers for Easter
Sunday, but the deadline for her
getting the order in is March 6.
Please contact her for details: 
michelleenright25@comcast.net

If this tight deadline doesn’t work
for you, you are encouraged to
purchase potted flowering plants
on your own and bring them to the
church during the week leading up
to Easter (April 9). Please try to
avoid flowers with a strong
fragrance, in consideration of
those who have allergies. We’re
hoping to have an inspiring
display this year!

March Calendar

6 Deadline for Turkey/Syria
Earthquake Relief
contributions; and last day for
pre-ordering Easter Flowers 

13 Council Meeting

16 Free Community Dinner

25 Roast Pork Supper

26 March Newsletter Deadline

Handbell Practice every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm

Choir Practice every Wednesday at
7:30 pm

Lenten Book Study

Pastor Greg is leading a book study
during Lent:  Forgiveness: Finding
Peace Through Letting Go by
Adam Hamilton.  We will meet via
Zoom on Tuesdays from 7 - 8 pm
starting February 28th. Reach out to
Pastor Greg if you are interested in
participating.



Pastor’s Letter

Dear Friends,

It has been said that people don’t
like looking deep into space
because it reminds us just how vast
space is and therefore how
insignificant we are.

As I write this from the vantage
point of 36,000 above the earth I
get a sense of that insignificance. 
From way up here we can see for
miles and miles.  We see plenty of
land and lots of water.  We can
barely make out any vehicles
driving below us.  As night falls we
can see the clusters of lights that
make up towns and villages
reminding us that there really are
people living below us.

While we know that there are
people down there, what we can’t
see are the individuals.  Surely
there are many people down on
earth doing the normal, everyday
things people on earth, and in
particular in America, do.  We
know they are there doing things
but we can’t see them.  We
don’t see them moving
around nor can we put a
name or a face to any of
them.  Yes, insignificance
surrounds us.

But not with God.  What an
amazing gift to know that
God’s grace, love ane mercy
are not lost because of the

distance, the height, the vastness of
the solar system.  While we might
understand how insignificant we
are in the scope of the world, God
does not think of us as
insignificant.  Instead God sees us
all as we are.  God knows our faces,
our names, our strengths and
weaknesses, because we are all
God’s beloved children.  Not even
the vastness of the world can keep
us from God.

At times we might feel our own
insignificance, but especially
during Lent we are reminded that
God is with us always.  During
these forty days we remember Jesus
wandering in the wilderness and
facing temptations.  Jesus wandered
the same wilderness we do.  As he
wrestled with the temptations he
also contemplated his significance
AND his insignificance.

Ultimately he chose NOT to opt for
power and status.  Instead, he chose
humility to teach us how much he
and God love us.  As we continue
our Lenten journey let us remember
Jesus has shown us that we are
NOT insignificant to God.  God
knows us, loves us and sent God’s
son to save us.

Be a blessing!

Greg
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Free Community
Dinner

The Free Community Dinner for
March with be held on Thursday,
March 16th from 5 to 6:30 pm. It
will be an American Chop Suey
meal with salad, a vegetable, garlic
bread, and cookies for dessert.
Please consider donating food or
your time to the dinner. If
interested, please contact Wanda
Wilson, 978-597-6803. Pre orders
can be made by contacting the
church office at 978-597-8925 or
Wanda before Thursday, the 16th,
at noon. We hope you can join us!

Thank you for your time,

Wanda Wilson

PORK SUPPER -
MARCH 26!

Even though she ran the January
turkey supper, Jody Burnham has
stepped up again to bring back her
famous Roast Pork Supper to celebrate
the beginning of Spring! Keep your
eyes open for her sign-up sheets, and
for fliers to post around town!

Outreach Corner

The Heifer Project

In December, Renee Fossey
oversaw a collection for the Heifer
Project through December and
received $771.50 in donations; an
Outreach match was also sent at the
same time, making the total TCC
donation $1,543! Thank you to
everyone who participated in this
fund-raiser, especially to Renee,
who volunteered to do a regular
campaign this year where people
can buy animals (symbolically, of
course) for Christmas gifts.

World Central Kitchen (WCK)

Also in December, in order to take
advantage of a dollar-to-dollar
match, offered by a WCK donor,
Outreach sent them a check for
$250.  This match ended on
December 31, 2022.  We then did a
“backwards” TCC fund-raiser for
this In January, and our church
family gave $370! Thank you to
everyone!

United Church of Christ
Turkey and Syria Earthquake
Appeal

Due to the recent devastation in
Turkey and Syria, we are requesting
donations to the UCC Turkey and
Syria Earthquake Appeal to help
these countries in their recovery
efforts. A collection will be taken
for this for 3 Sundays only in
church, ending on March 5. (See
UCC article on page 7.)

UCC One Great Hour of
Sharing

The annual one-time offering for
One Great Hour of Sharing will be
collected on Sunday, March 19. 
Quoted from the UCC website:
“One Great Hour of Sharing is one
of four special mission offerings of
the United Church of Christ.  This
Lenten Offering supports the
disaster, refugee and development
ministries of the United Church of
Christ within Wider Church
Ministries.”

Other Outreach Ideas Coming
Soon!

WOW!! That’s a lot of asking for
money!! Stay tuned for updates on
how we can contribute to a local
organization-- helping with a
particular project or providing
needed items.  There are many
ways to help those less fortunate,
not necessarily providing money! 
Thank you for all of your support!

Nancy Lee
Minister for Outreach

March is Membership
Month

What are member dues? This is the
church’s fee per member to the
Southern New England UCC
Conference that provides us with
many forms of support throughout
the year. 
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With the budget so tight, the church
is asking each member who can, to
contribute $20 to help cover this
membership fee. If you are able to
contribute, a check should be made
out to TCC with “member dues”
written on the memo line.

Please be assured that inability to
participate in this small fund-raiser
in no way affects your membership
status with TCC.

Jody Burnham

TCC
AUCTION

SAVE THE
DATE!

It’s happening again this year! Our
14th live Auction will take place on
Saturday, May 13th at 6:00 pm;
preview will begin at 5:00 pm.
Once again we will have free finger
foods, desserts and non-alcoholic
beverages. Beer and wine will be
for sale.

Now is the time to Spring clean
your house, garage, and/or storage
shed. Does that item truly give you
joy or is it just something else
collecting dust and taking up
space? Some items we are looking
for are antiques, vintage items, nice
jewelry, old coin and stamp
collections, Legos, pottery,
pictures/prints, new items, old
baskets, working tools, small

wooden furniture - no upholstered
items please. Tell your friends,
relatives and neighbors - maybe
they have items to donate or would
like to have a fun night out.
Remember, this is an auction, not a
flea market. Don’t have any items,
that’s okay. Do you have a talent
such as baking? Dinner meals,
homemade soups, pies, fudge and
cookies are always great sellers. Do
you need to thin out your perennials
or shrubs? Can you offer yard
work, handy helper services? Do
you quilt or do other needlework?
Think outside the box. Baskets of
goodies are fun to auction off.

As of this date we have an antique
wall hanging, a trunk, some lamps,
pictures, quilt hangings, homemade
card baskets, car detailing services,
and more. What will you add? 

Once again, Daryl Pelletier from
The Brookline Auction Gallery will
be keeping the auction lively.

Help is needed to make this
run smoothly!!  How can you
help? 

i Runners to bring up the
auction items and then get
them to the winning bidders

i Kitchen helpers/bakers
i Set up and take down crews
i Registration and bid takers
i Cataloguers
i Attendees/bidders

Wanda Wilson is once again
coordinating business donations. If
you know of a business or
entertainment venue that we could
request a donation from please let
Wanda know.

Monies received from this event
help our church reach out and
support our community and our
wider world. 

Your Auction Team:

Co-Chairs:

Carole Gustafson, 978-597-6364;
carolegus@gmail.com

Beth Klein, 978-597-8517;
donald.klein2@verizon.net

Business Donations: Wanda
Wilson, 978-597-6803;
wswilson7652@yahoo.com

Search Committee
Update

The committee in search of a new,
settled pastor is continuing its work
on our Local Church Profile.

The Profile describes the church,
including demographics and
finances, and the congregation,
including the qualities the
congregation values in a minister.
When we have a final draft we will
submit it to the Area Conference
Minister for approval and
placement on the National UCC
Opportunities Listing. At that time,
we will wait for ministers seeking
an opportunity in a new church to
apply and we will begin the
interview process.

If you have any questions, feel free
to talk to any committee member
about our progress.

Peace,

Bill Coalter, Kathy Duckett, Cindy
Miller, Pam Snaith, David Wilson
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Hello TCC Friends! 
Happy March 2023
from all of us at
VCCC!

I don’t want to say it too, too loud
(we don't want to offend Mother
Nature!!), but, in spite of the couple
of snow storms we had last month,
we do seem to be getting through
this winter with relatively little
trouble and spring is on the
horizon!  The snow we did get
however did allow the children to
have some amazing fun outside
with child-sized snow shovels and
sleds!  The children most enjoyed
shoveling and pulling each other
around in the sleds, as well as
building snowmen and making
snow angels - all great activities to
enhance their gross motor skills!

January and February saw the older
children of VCCC participating in
many fun activities that
complimented the learning themes
of Winter & Arctic Life, Shadows &
Reflections, Caring & Sharing, and
Musical Fun!  Our younger friends
explored the themes of Winter,
Dinosaurs, and Valentine’s Day, as
well as the literary works of authors
Jan Brett and Margaret Wise
Brown!  All of the activities that
the teachers plan for the children
each day are targeting different
areas of their development -
cognitive and language skills, fine
and gross motor skills, and
social/emotional skills. Many of the
activities, especially in the

Preschool/PreK classroom, have
subtle academic components,
especially in the areas of math,
science and literacy.  Mid-year
evaluations went home last month,
giving parents the opportunity to
see all the growth and development
that has happened with their
children since our school year
began last September.  This was
then followed up with
parent/teacher conferences which
gave teachers the chance to show
parents work samples and answer
any questions they may have had
regarding their child’s ongoing
progress.

In February, we began our
registration process for the
2023-2024 school year for our
families currently enrolled in our
program.  Beginning on March 1st,
registration will be open to the
TCC community and the general
public.  If any of you are possibly
looking for enrollment for
September, or know someone who
is, please call Carol Ciccolini,
VCCC Director, at 978-597-0834
as soon as possible to set up a tour
date, as our openings will be very
limited.

The first official day of spring is
Monday, March 20, and we are all
looking forward to the new
beginnings the season always
brings - warmer temperatures, the
birth of new babies (human and
animal!!), the return of beautiful
colors in our gardens, and the
promise of summer to come!

From all the staff, the VCCC Board
of Directors and myself, we wish
you all continued health and
happiness!

Carol Ciccolini, 
VCCC Director   

The
Birthday
Fund

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or
around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!

Reach out to:

6-Jack Enright;
12-Antonio
Basso and Sasha
Gay; 13-John
D'Angelillo;
14-Carrie

Davidson; 15-Haeley Rochette; 17-
Jonathan Borko, Jr. and Ally
Urato-Partridge; 18-Kathy Duckett;
20-Donald Miller and Austin Swift;
21-Jonathan Borko, Sr.; 23-Lee
Duckett; 26-Christine Clish and Joy
Stewart; 27-Jody Burnham, Donald
Klein and Paul Nixon; 28-Lloyd
Clark and Lilly Goyette; 31-Susan
Mills.
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COMMUNITY
NEWS

OUR BLESSINGS: 

Bill and Louise Coulter have a
blessing that their daughter, Susan,
has a clean bill of health after 8
years of dealing with an illness.

Chris Clish has prayers of gratitude
that her brother, Ron, is home and
doing well.

Sharlene Rourke is joyous because
after three long months of
hospitalization, her husband, Jim,
has finally come home. She is
grateful to share this joy; for the
prayers and support of her TCC
friends, and to proclaim what we all
know: God is good all the time!

We give thanks for a very
successful turkey supper on Feb.
25; we raised over $1,800!

OUR CONCERNS:  

We offer healing prayers for Jean
Sobol who is in rehab recuperating
from surgery.

Karen Baer asks for prayers for a
friend’s daughter who is having
testing for a new medical issue.

We keep Lee McTighe’s daughter,
Kelly, in our prayers as she has
recently gone through a series of
surgeries.

Karen Baer needs prayers for her
friend, Dan,who will be having a
serious surgery soon.

We keep the people of Turkey and
Syria in our prayers as they
continue to deal with tragedies in
the aftermath of the earthquakes.

We offer prayers of
healing and hope for
all those in our
immediate and
extended families
who are in the
midst of battling
cancer, and for all
those who care for and support
them.

LECTIONARY,
MARCH 2023

March 5, 2023 - 
    Second Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm: Psalm 121
Second reading: Romans 4:1-5,

13-17
Gospel: John 3:1-17 or Matthew

17:1-9

March 12, 2023 - 
   Third Sunday in Lent
First reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 95
Second reading: Romans 5:1-11
Gospel: John 4:5-42

March 19, 2023 - 
   Fourth Sunday in Lent
First reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm: Psalm 23
Second reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

March 26, 2023 -
    Fifth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm: Psalm 130
Second reading: Romans 8:6-11
Gospel: John 11:1-45

Mini Golf at the
Townsend Public
Library on Saturday,
March 4 and Sunday,
March 5 ~ Free for all!

William
James
College
INTERFACE Referral
Service

INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for
all residents in Townsend,
Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 during normal
business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you
will be able to speak with a
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licensed mental health professional,
or an advanced level graduate
student, who will discuss the
situation with you, and then call
you back with a referral which
meets your therapeutic needs,
insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings. This service is
funded by the North Middlesex
Regional School District. Check
out the web site for the WJC
INTERFACE Referral Service at
https://interface.williamjames.edu/.

Submitted by Pam Snaith

Promoting a Gospel of
Radical Inclusion

2/14/2023

A message from the Rev. Darrell
Goodwin, Executive Conference
Minister, in response to the “He
Gets Us” Super Bowl ads:

As a progressive Christian leader in
a polarized world, I am always
hoping to find ways to share a more
inclusive, historically accurate and
tangible Jesus. An image that is
significantly distant from the Jesus
that has been politicized over the

past few years. It was a breath of
fresh air to know that the series of
ads “He Gets Us” was attempting at
first glance to offer just this
possibility. However, the funders of
this invitation are the same folks
who promote anti-LGBT
legislation, a denial of women’s
rights to their own bodies, the
campaigns of clear white
supremacists, and the evangelical
church.

At best, these ads - which could
bring hope - seem to be an age-old
bait and switch tactic. A person is
lured in with the possibility of
unconditional love to only find out
there is a laundry list of rules,
regulations and hoops. The reality
is, in this model, who God created
you to be is usually inherently
wrong but the connection with the
“right” church can remedy the
problem.

This approach to sharing faith can
lead folks to feel violated, abused,
and most of all can cause
irreparable harm and even death.
Instead, I would rather these ads
promote a gospel of radical
inclusion, a path that says no matter
who you are or where you are on
life’s journey you are welcome
here. This is a mantra you can hear
in one of the over 600
congregational churches I have the
honor of serving. I serve as the first
openly gay, black executive
conference minister of the Southern
New England Conference of the
United Church of Christ. This fall
we purchased the website
www.findhopenow.org. It is the
beginning of an attempt to help
people find authentic hope in a
world that can sometimes feel
hopeless.  It may not be a flashy ad
on the Super Bowl but It’s an

invitation that isn’t funded by
right-wing propaganda or a false
attempt to love. It's funded by small
contributions from 100,000 people
across Massachusetts, Rhode Island
and Connecticut who support their
local churches in their communities
so that there will be hope centers all
over New England awaiting you
with open arms.

The following article comes
straight from the SNEUCC website
and they refer to various ways of
giving directly to them; if you
would like to give but don’t want to
do it online, you can always make a
contribution via TCC by March 6
and designate it for Turkey
earthquake relief - all of your
contribution will go to the relief
fund.

Turkey and Syria
Earthquake Appeal

2/7/2023

The news continues to unfold about
the devastating earthquake on the
border of Turkey and Syria. The
death toll continues to rise –
numbers are pointing to over 5,000
– depending on the source. This is
shattering news and adds to the
challenges of the war in this area
for over a decade.

-7-



The UCC has posted a prayer and
short statement in response to this
crisis. While the earthquake was on
the border, the tremors were felt as
far away as Lebanon and Cyprus.
At this time, we are issuing an
appeal to help recovery efforts in
Turkey and Syria. It is hard to tell
what other areas are affected or the
extent of the damage from this
seismic event.

Amid this current uncertainty, you
can be certain that with your
financial support the United Church
of Christ will be there helping those
in need. Give generously by
clicking here. You may also text
UCCDISASTER to 41444. All
donations will be deposited into the
International Emergency fund
designated for “Turkey and Syria
Earthquake Response”. Your
generous financial support will be
used by our partners in the areas of
greatest need, for relief and
long-term recovery.

Sincerely,

Kent Siladi
Director of Philanthropy
United Church of Christ

Contact Information:
Karen Methot,
methotk@sneucc.org

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

Lenten Chapel
of the Heart

All are welcome to join a
virtual devotional time on
five Wednesday mornings
during Lent.  Clergy, faith
formation leaders, and lay leaders
are invited to participate.  The
SNEUCC Faith Formation Team
will lead the sessions of prayer,
reflection, and music which are 45
minutes in length.

Program dates are March 1, 8, 15,
22, and 29, and all sessions start at
9 am.

Please register in
advance to recieve the
Zoom link.  We will
use the same link
each week.

Photo by Jamie
Ginsberg on Unsplash

This program is made
possible by your
proportional giving to
Our Church’s Wider
Mission.

Register:
https://sneucc-reg.brta
pp.com/CotHLent23

Phone: 860-761-7103

Email:
kirkd@sneucc.org

Contact: Debby Kirk

Annual Meeting Theme
Announced: Roll Away
the Stone

In a recent video, Rev. Dr. Chris
Davies, Executive Minister for
Programs and Initiatives, and Rev.
Timoth Sylvia, SNEUCC
Moderator, unveiled the theme for
the June 17th Annual Meeting: Roll
Away The Stone.

The meeting is being held at the
DCU Center in Worcester, MA, on
June 17th. This will be the 4th
Annual Meeting of the SNEUCC,
but the first in-person meeting since
the Conference formed.

The deadline for submitting
resolutions for the meeting is
March 20th.

Full article can be found at:
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail
/16428435?month=6&year=2023&
day=1&display=m

All the articles printed in the UCC portion
of this newsletter are reprinted with
permission from the Southern New
England Conference, UCC, sneucc.org.

https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/CotHLent23
https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/CotHLent23
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/16428435?month=6&year=2023&day=1&display=m
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/16428435?month=6&year=2023&day=1&display=m
https://www.sneucc.org/eventdetail/16428435?month=6&year=2023&day=1&display=m




OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship/Sunday School at 10 am 


