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Please come and
welcome the
Rev. Marvin
Caldwell, who
will be returning
to our pulpit on
February 19 and
26 as our guest
preacher.

The church calendar on
our TCC web page is
active once again!

If you have any event that uses
rooms in TCC, please make sure it
is posted on this calendar; it is done
via our Breeze church management
program. If you need assistance
with this, our church secretary,
Judy Karkane, or I can assist you;
just call Judy, or send either of us

an email with event details.

Thanks,

Cathy Hill

This year, our Lenten
journey begins on
Wednesday, February 22

February Calendar

13 Council Meeting

16 Free Community Dinner

25 Turkey Supper

26 March Newsletter Deadline

Handbell Practice every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm starting
2/15

Choir Practice every Wednesday at
7:30 pm

On January 22, we were thrilled to
welcome 4 new members to our
family of faith here at TCC.

If you get a chance, be sure to
welcome:

Don Klein

Arenne Stoner

Brendon Stoner

and

Cynthia
Tremblay.



Pastor’s Letter

As is often the case, the season of
Lent begins in February.  Lent
actually begins on Ash Wednesday
and lasts for 40 days (not including
Sundays) ending on Easter Sunday.

Lent is that time during which we
remember Jesus’ days in the
wilderness.  It is a time when we
often face our own temptations and
wrestle with our own demons. 
Some people choose to mark the
season by giving something up and
abstaining from something they like
or desire.  Others opt to do just the
opposite and attempt or take on
something new (usually spiritual)
for the few weeks.  For many of
these people, saying prayers or
reading the Bible daily become
one way of engaging in a
deepening of their faith.  If you
think reading the Bible on a daily
basis is for you, but are not sure
where to begin, then you should
go to
www.americanbiblesociety.org
where you will find a wealth of
information. You can also go to
www. upperroom.org/devotionals
to find a daily reading and
illustration.  We also have hard
copies of “Our Daily Bread”
devotional booklets available at
the church, which you are free to
take home any Sunday.

The purpose of Lent is for us to
reevaluate our faith.  It is a time

for us to deepen our faith.  It is a
time to better understand the role
our faith plays in our lives.  It is a
time to try to live, even for only a
short time, as Jesus did.

We will NOT be worshiping on
Ash Wednesday.

I WILL be leading a book study
during Lent.  We will be reading
Forgiveness: Finding Peace
Through Letting Go by Adam
Hamilton.  You can find it used on
Amazon for about $2.  They are
about $11 if purchased new.  We
will meet via Zoom on Tuesdays
from 7 - 8 pm.  The first meeting
will be on February 28th.  My
guess is that we will meet four or
five times (depending on how fast
we are moving along).  Please think
about joining us.  If you need help
getting a copy of the book call me
and I will be glad to help.

See you in church.  Be a blessing!

Greg
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Calling All Handbell
Friends

The Agape Handbell Choir will
begin rehearsals for spring on
Wednesday, February 15! It meets
on Wednesdays in the sanctuary at
6:30 pm. We play during lent and a
few times into May during the
Sunday Service.  

If you have time to “make a joyful
noise” with others who enjoy music
and laughing with friends, please
consider joining the handbells for
the spring. If interested or would
like more information, please
contact Wanda Wilson,
978-597-6803. 

Free Take-Out
Community Dinner

Our February community dinner is
a free take-out meatloaf dinner on
Thursday, February 16, available
from Fellowship Hall from 5-6:30
pm.

If you'd like to help provide
something for this meal (meatloaf,
baked potatoes, frozen peas, rolls,
cookies or bars,) please call the
church office (978-597-8925) or
email June Cloutier
(junecloutier@verizon.net).

Dinners may be reserved in
advance by the same methods as
above by noon on the day of the
dinner, Feb. 16.

Thank you,

June Cloutier and Wanda Wilson

Turkey Supper on
February 25

Our next fund-raiser supper will be
held on February 25, 5-6:30 pm; it is
being organized by Bill and Louise
Coalter and will feature the ever-
popular roast turkey. The menu will
include all the usual favorites, along
with homemade cookies and bars, for
$13 a meal. Diners may eat-in or do
take-out.

The sign up sheet for the dinner will
be available after church to give
everyone an opportunity to donate
food and their time to this fun event! If
you will not be at church, but would
like to donate to or work at the dinner,
please call or send an email to Louise
at 978-597-6638, lou48@comcast.net,
or call the church office. 

Thank you for your time!

10-David Ryder, 11-Paul
Martineau, 19-Heather Nixon,
20-Alice Struthers, 25-Charlie
Hersey, Linda Ireland and Cindy
Miller

The Birthday Fund

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or
around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!
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COMMUNITY
NEWS

OUR BLESSINGS: 

Linda Hatch is joyful that a  high
school friend’s adult daughter, who
went missing in early January, 
returned safe a few days later.  Praise
God for her safe return!!

OUR CONCERNS:  

Prayers for Nancy Lee’s brother-in-
law, Howard, who is recovering from
emergency surgery in  Boston.

Prayers for David and Wanda
Wilson’s great niece as she recovers
from surgery.

Prayers for Carol Ciccolini and family
as they grieve the passing of her father
on January 9.

Pillar Hughes is in need of prayers as
she grieves the loss of her father and
another friend.

Lee McTighe has previously asked for
prayers for her longtime friend, Ann,
who was in hospice; Ann has since
passed away and we now ask for
prayers of condolence for her family
and friends.

Chris Clish is asking for prayers for
her brother, Ron, who is in the
hospital.

Chris is also asking for prayers as she
and her family grieve the death of her
cousin, Paulette, who passed away
recently.

Nick and Julie Zielenkievicz need
prayers for their young grandson,
Rhys, who is having surgery. They

will be babysitting him while he
recovers.

Cynthia Tremblay is asking for
prayers for her friend’s daughter,
Brooklyn, who is seriously ill. 

We offer healing prayers for Jean
Sobol as she recovers from surgery on
1/25.

We offer prayers of
healing and hope for
all those in our
immediate and
extended families
who are in the midst
of battling cancer,
and for all those who care for and
support them.

Plan ahead: Mini Golf at
the Townsend Public
Library on Saturday,
March 4 and Sunday,
March 5!

LECTIONARY,
FEBRUARY 2023

February 5, 2023 - 
    Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a

(9b-12)
Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
Second reading: 1 Corinthians

2:1-12 (13-16)
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

February 12, 2023 - 
   Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Deuteronomy

30:15-20 or Sirach 15:15-20
Psalm: Psalm 119:1-8
Second reading: 1 Corinthians

3:1-9
Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37

February 19, 2023 - 
    Transfiguration Sunday
First reading: Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm: Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
Second reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9

February 26, 2023 -
    First Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 2:15-17;

3:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 32
Second reading: Romans 5:12-19
Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
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Save the Date!
SNEUCC Annual
Meeting: Saturday,
June 17, 2023

A message from the Rev. Dr. Chris
Davies, Executive Minister for
Programs and Initiatives:

To the churches of Rhode Island,
Connecticut and Massachusetts in
the United Church of Christ, save
the date for the Annual Meeting of
the Southern New England
Conference of the UCC.

We will gather together on
Saturday, June 17th, all day, for an
in-person meeting in Worcester,
Massachusetts, at the DCU Center,
where our first historic vote to be
the Conference happened.

There, we will do the business of
the Conference, enjoy the incarnate
presence of each other and
reconnect, and witness to the power
of what we can do when we come
together.

Together, we bring hope in making
disciples of Jesus, making God's
love and justice real, bringing new
life as agents of change, and
forming covenantal partnerships.

We expect that there will be a
digital component to our
Annual Meeting as well, the details
of which are still TBA, and we're
working out a few details on
optional pre-events in addition. But

for now, save the date and look to
more information coming your way
soon.

Beloveds of God - I cannot wait to
be with you at our Annual Meeting
in June!

Last January I had saved this daily
devotional as it had struck a chord
with me. Beginning in 2020, we
have been exploring new ways to
worship and, thanks to Lee and
Kathy Duckett, have an online
presence most Sunday mornings.
After our crazy, mixed-up worship
service of January 29, this message
has struck me anew and I have
decided to share it with you.

Cathy Hill

Daily Devotional, January 19, 2022

Lest We Burst

John Edgerton

Jesus told them this parable: “No
one pours new wine into old
wineskins. Otherwise, the new wine
will burst the skins; the wine will
run out and the wineskins will be
ruined. No, new wine must be
poured into new wineskins. And no
one after drinking old wine wants
the new, for they say, ‘The old is
better.’” - Luke 5:37-39

Between 2008 and 2019 I led
worship approximately twelve
hundred times, give or take a
hundred. Leading services three
times a week for almost eight years
really ran up the numbers. I went
from wobbly and nervous to loose

and confident. I’m not boasting,
just pointing out that practicing
something a thousand times really
helps.

Since the pandemic began, I’ve led
worship maybe a hundred times.
And those one hundred times have
been in at least four or five formats
that were new to me: live on Zoom,
pre-recorded on YouTube,
livestreamed in the sanctuary,
outdoors on the lawn, a hybrid of
all the above. I’m back to wobbly
and nervous, and I don’t like it. I
miss the old wine of well-known
ways of worship. I’ve tasted the
new and I would say, “The old is
better!”

It’s okay if the time of worship
during Covid isn’t your favorite.
It’s okay if it doesn’t measure up to
what used to be. No one should
expect it to. This is a time of new
wine. This time has to be given
room to breathe and expand, to
become whatever it will become.
Our job as the church is to learn
new lessons and strengthen new
muscles. Our job as the church is to
stretch and flex.

Because we aren’t the wine. We are
the wineskins.

Prayer

God, this time is hard for us. Help
us to worship you in beauty and
truth, in new ways.

John Edgerton is Lead
Pastor at First United
Church of Oak Park,
Illinois.

Reprinted with permission from the
Southern New England Conference, UCC,
sneucc.org.
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship/Sunday School at 10 am 


