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Stamps!

Don’t forget to drop off your
canceled postage stamps in the box
at the back of the Sanctuary.

Christmas Tree
Pickup

The Townsend Fire-EMS Relief
Association is hosting a tree
pick-up on December 31 & January
7 only!  Details on page 6.

January Calendar

9 Council Meeting

19 Free Community Dinner

28 Turkey Supper

29 February Newsletter Deadline

Choir Practice every Wednesday at
7:30 pm



Pastor’s Letter

Here we go again.  As Barry
Manilow sings: “It’s just another
New Year’s Eve.  It’s just another
Auld Lang Syne...” We tend to look
at New Year’s Eve and Day as
some sort of milestone.  What is it
about this time of the year that
brings forth the compulsion to
change something about our lives,
through the peculiar exercise
known as the New Year’s
resolution.  (I will admit I am not
even interested enough in the
history to google it!).  Simply
flipping the page on a new year of
our calendar doesn’t erase anything
from yesterday.  We might fool
ourselves into believing it does, but
it doesn’t.

What I know is that rarely does it
work … at least not in any
instantaneous way.  There’s
nothing magic about taking down
one wall calendar and putting up
another.  Almost all those
resolutions are broken, usually
within the first few days, but
certainly by the end of the month. 
Real change, change that matters,
takes time.  It won’t happen
overnight.  It demands tremendous
amounts of support from others. 
Most of us do not have the
commitment to follow through on
that change.

Still, that clean expanse of empty
numbered boxes, without the

scribblings, cross-outs and erasures
of a year of labored living,
promises a wealth of fresh
opportunities and renewed hope. 
That is what Jesus brings to our
world with his birth - promise,
hope, newness.

When Jesus came to earth, “the
Word became flesh and lived
among us.”  The Word: clean, pure,
life giving and life changing. 
Living among us as one of us. 
Human words are a mired in a
distraction of trivia, curses,
one-upmanship and pleas for
attention.  Yet, the Word of God is
like that first event inscribed on a
pristine calendar page.  There is no
ego, there are no distractions, no
anger, just hope and joy.

It's no wonder the church has
struggled, throughout the centuries,
to capture the miracle of Jesus’
Incarnation in human terms.  We
never quite succeed.  Like keeping
a resolution, it takes effort, work
and stamina to fulfill.  Our words
only sag and break under the
weight of sheer divinity, and true
humanity.  And we are, ultimately,
too lazy to work that hard.

In the Incarnation, God gives us not
mere words but The Word. 
Resolving, in this new year, to
know that singular Word better
could make all the difference.  So
maybe our resolution this year
should be to deepen our faith and
get to know Jesus better, more
faithfully, more fully.  So that like
Jesus we might become a blessing
to those we encounter.

Happy New Year.  Be a Blessing!

Greg
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Please plan on joining
us for the first supper
of the new year!

We will be serving our famous
turkey dinner on Saturday, January
28th from 5 to 6:30 pm in
Fellowship Hall. The cost will be
$13 each or 2/$25.00 and no more
than $30 for families with young
children. The sign-up sheets for
donations of food and workers for
that evening will be available in
Fellowship Hall after church!  If
you know where you want to sign
up, what you would like to donate,
or have any questions, please
contact Lee and Kathy Duckett at
Katduck54@outlook.com or the
church office at 978-597-8925.

Holiday Fair Results!

Congratulations and thank you to
all who participated in any way
with our Holiday Fair in November.
Dave Wilson kept getting late
trickles of income coming in, but
he let us know that we raised a total
of $6,691.50 to support the life and
ministries of our church; this
represents a job well done for all of
us!

Cathy Hill

January Takeout
Community Dinner

Our first Community Dinner of the
new year will be held on Thursday,
January 19th, from 5 to 6:30 pm. It
will be a Pork roast dinner and the
menu will include pork,
applesauce,  baked potatoes,
vegetables, rolls and cookies for
dessert. It is free and will be take
out only, for your safety. Anyone
interested in donating food and/or
their time to the community dinner
may call Wanda Wilson 978-597-
6803 to sign up. Anyone wishing to
pre-order their meal should call the
church office (978-597-6803) or
Wanda Wilson before Thursday,
January 19th at noon.

Card Ministry?

Someone has been faithfully
continuing the card ministry here at
TCC; sending out cards for
birthdays, wellness, sympathy, and
whatever else is needed.

Thank you!

I need to liaise with this person
regarding current addresses and ask
that he/she email me at their
earliest opportunity:
chill01469@gmail.com

In November, over 700 diapers
were collected for the Diaper
Pantry, located at the Care Central
VNA & Hospice in Gardner.  A big
thank you to all who donated from
TCC and the VCCC and a special
thank you to Beth Klein for
delivering them!

Updated information from the
December Visitor:  TCC ended up
donating a total of $800, which
included an Outreach match, to the
Southern New England
Conference, United Church of
Christ Hurricane Relief Fund. 
Thank you to all who donated!
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Wedding Anniversaries:
John and Elaine D’Angelillo, 64
years on Jan. 3

In the month of January, we
would like to invite individuals
from our church to donate to a
special drive for Chef Jose Andres’
World Central Kitchen.  Since we
did not want to overwhelm
everyone with too many requests
for money at the end of the year,
$250 from Outreach has already
been sent to this organization (we
wanted to make sure to they
received this by December 31 as it
will be matched dollar for dollar by
a generous benefactor until then). 
World Central Kitchen has been on
the ground serving meals to
residents impacted by natural
disasters and wars all over the
world and right now is helping feed
the people in the Ukraine.  Checks
should be made out to TCC, with
“World Central Kitchen” in the
memo section.

Happy New Year to all and thank
you for your Outreach support in
2022!

Nancy Lee
Minister for Outreach

The
Birthday
Fund

This is a fun
way to
contribute

above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or
around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!

3-Linda
Modica;
7-Jessica
Swift;
8-Nicole
Beauchesne;
12-Michele Busler; 13-Jason
Goyette and David Wilson; 14-Rob
Gosselin; 17-Louis DuBreuil;
18-Jane Misner and Skip Lloyd;
22-Alison Wright; 24-Nancy Lee;
28-Linda Hatch and Moe Tremblay

OUR BLESSINGS: 

Prayers of thanksgiving for Lee
McTighe's sister who had a positive
outcome with her consultation at
Mass Eye and Ear.

Cathy Hill is joyous that her
daughter and her family are so
happy in their new Arkansas home.

The D’Angelillos send Christmas
greetings to all.

We got a lovely Christmas card
from Jessie Marshall, who now
lives in Florida; I have pinned it
onto the bulletin board outside of
Fellowship Hall.

Sharing our blessings –  three
lovely thank-you notes:

“Thank you all for the generous
donation! It made this year’s
cookie walk an even greater
success.”

Mother Theresa Circle 1442
(St. Johns Catholic Church)
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COMMUNITY
NEWS

“Thank you so very much for all
the pull tabs. Tabs all go to the
Shriners.”

J.J.’s Helping Hands

“Thank you very much for your
recent very generous donation of
diapers to the Care Central VNA
Diaper Pantry. It is because of
community members like you that
we can help so many families in
our region by providing diapers to
help them keep their babies clean,
dry, and healthy. The families who
come each week are always so
appreciative of the help, and many
tell us that the bag of diapers they
receive from the pantry helps them
make ends meet.

We truly appreciate your efforts to
help the diaper pantry and want
you to know that your gift will help
many local families. Our diaper
pantry is staffed by all volunteers
and stocked solely via donations of
money or diapers, so your gift is
very meaningful and helps us to
continue this important work.”

Karen Culkeen for the Care Central
VNA & Hospice Diaper Pantry

OUR CONCERNS:  

We pray for all those who struggle,
physically and emotionally, during
the colder, darker months of the
year.

We keep in our prayers all those
who are enduring the hardships and
tragedies of war.

Moe Tremblay is asking for prayers
for his friend, Keith, who has been
battling a rare disease.

Moe is also asking for prayers for
all who suffer from addiction.

Deb Reeves is asking for prayers
for her granddaughter Hayley. She
has been diagnosed with a serious
disease and is currently undergoing
treatment at Tufts in Boston.

Linda Hatch is asking for prayers
for a friend, Maria, whose infant
granddaughter is very sick.

Linda is also asking for prayers for
Joy N. who has been having pain
issues due to a few diagnoses.

Lee McTighe is asking for prayers
for her longtime friend, Ann, who
is in hospice.

We offer prayers of healing and
hope for all those in our immediate
and extended families who are in
the midst of battling cancer, and for
all those who care for and support
them.

LECTIONARY,
JANUARY 2023

January 1, 2023 - 
  First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Hebrews 2:10-18
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

January 8, 2023 - 
  First Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 29
Second reading: Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

January 15, 2023 - 
  Second Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 40:1-11
Second reading: 1 Corinthians

1:1-9
Gospel: John 1:29-42

January 22, 2023 - 
  Third Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9
Second reading: 1 Corinthians

1:10-18
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23

January 29, 2023 -
  Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Micah 6:1-8
Psalm: Psalm 15
Second reading: 1 Corinthians

1:18-31
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

Winter Shoveling

Many seniors need assistance with
shoveling walkways, steps, and
roof raking.

If you are interested in making
some extra cash, the Senior Center
can connect you with a senior in
need. Call 978-597-1710, or stop
by at 16 Dudley Rd, Townsend.
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Looking for some
cheer this January?

Stop by the Townsend Public Library
to see 71 decorated trees in the 11th
annual Festival of Trees event. The
trees will be up until about the middle
of January.

The library is open: Monday 10 am-5
pm; Tuesday & Thursday 10 am to 7
pm; Wednesday 10 am-8 pm; Friday
10 am to 5 pm; Saturday 10 am to 2
pm; and Sunday 1 to 5 pm (starting
Jan. 8).

Something for the kids every
week day at the library:

First Friends Storytime 10:30 am
every Monday

Storytime Gym 10:30 am every
Tuesday (Registration required)

Storytime 10:30 am every
Wednesday (Registration required)

Storytime and Craft with Miss
Jessie 10:30 am every Thursday
(Registration required)

Zumbini with Julia 11:15 am every
Friday (Registration required)

Other one-time events at the
library include:

Jan. 15  All-Ages Trivia at 2 pm 
(Registration required)

Jan. 22  Delvena Theater presents
“A Tea Cup, A Crumpet and A Gas
Mask” at 2 pm  (Registration
required)

Jan. 26  Online program.
“Lessons from the Garden: Using
Native Plants Successfully” at 7 pm 
(Registration required)

Jan. 29  Puppet Storytime! at 1:30
pm  (Registration required)

.

Townsend Fire-EMS
Relief Association
Christmas Tree
Pickup

December 31 and January 7
only

Call or text 978-660-3361. Please
include your address and the day
that works best for you. Please
leave the tree outside by 8 am.

Suggested donation of $10 per tree,
make checks payable to Townsend
Fire-EMS Relief Association.

(tree picture copied from their poster)

The Townsend Ecumenical
Outreach (TEO) Food
Bank and Clothes Closet is here to
serve our local area by distributing
food, personal items, and lightly
worn clothing to families, children,
seniors, and individuals in
Townsend and surrounding
communities.

 TEO wants to once again reach out
to our Townsend/Ashby
community and offer help during
these uncertain times. If you have
experienced a job loss, reduction in
hours, or any number of other
circumstances that makes you
fearful about having enough food
on your table to feed your family,
please reach out for help. TEO
volunteers respect the privacy of
our families, and we encourage
anyone in need to ask for help.
TEO believes strongly that no one
in our community should go
hungry. Please
email info@teo-ma.org for more
information. For hours of operation
you can find us
at https://teo-ma.org/ or visit us
on Facebook.

Would you like to help the
TEO? 

If you would like to support our
efforts, the TEO is always looking
for assistance with stocking
shelves, packaging items, and
helping with distribution of food
and clothing. Teenagers, young
adults, or anyone wishing to
provide community service to the
local community are encouraged to
help.  Note that we are following
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Remember to check the
members-only portion of

the TCC website for
updated reports.

FROM THE UCC,
SOUTHERN

NEW ENGLAND
CONFERENCE

strict CDC recommendations for
personal protection.

TEO is continuing to raise funds. 
If you are in the position to make a
tax-deductible donation, send a
check to TEO at 82 Bayberry Hill
Road West Townsend, MA 01474
or visit ”TEO needs your help”
at GoFundMe.com or call the TEO
at 978-877-6002.

William
James
College
INTERFACE Referral
Service

INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for
all residents in Townsend,
Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 during normal
business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you
will be able to speak with a
licensed mental health professional,
or an advanced level graduate
student, who will discuss the
situation with you, and then call
you back with a referral which
meets your therapeutic needs,
insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings. This service is
funded by the North Middlesex
Regional School District. Check
out the web site for the WJC
INTERFACE Referral Service at
interface.williamjames.edu.

Submitted by Pam Snaith

Changing the
Narrative: Moving
from “Decline,
Failure, Closure, and
Death” to “Maturity,
Legacy Building,
Ministry Completion,
and Resurrection.”

11/14/2022 - by: Charles
Kuchenbrod

The narrative for many churches is
decline leading to failure, leading
to closure, which means death. 
This is what it feels like to people
inside many struggling
congregations.  It is not a helpful
story to be telling ourselves.  I have
at least two problems with this
narrative.  First, I don’t think it is
faithful because it does
not see God as still being
at work in the
congregation.  Declining
congregations sometimes
feel that God has
abandoned them.  I don’t
think that God ever
abandons anyone, much
less a congregation. 
However, if a
congregation has blinders
on, they may only see
success as measured by
traditional metrics of
membership, worship
attendance, and financial support. 
These churches may be missing –
may be blind to - the new
opportunities to align themselves
with God’s purposes in the world
and to partner with God to create a

more compassionate, just and
peaceful world.  I have heard
different suggestions for how to
avoid this trap and see new
opportunities.  One idea is to ask
and keep asking where
transformation is happening in the
life of the congregation.  (Mark
Tidsworth, I think.)  Another is to
ask who needs to experience God’s
love, and how can we incarnate
God’s love for these people. 
(Kenda Creasy Dean, I think.) I’m
not seminary trained; I went to
business school.  I learned that not
everything that you can measure is
important, and not everything that
is important can be measured. 
There is a difference between
measurable and knowable.  (Maybe
Peter Drucker.)  Focusing on
transformation and expressing
God’s love, even if these things are
hard to measure, may help us to
change the narrative.

The second problem I have with the
narrative of decline, failure,
closure, and death is that it often
leads to poor stewardship

decisions.  Churches consume
assets inherited from previous
generations, including ignoring
donor restrictions (generally not
legal), struggling to recover the
past, or delaying decline without

https://interface.williamjames.edu/


dealing with the fundamental issue. 
Churches are not in decline because
they have forgotten how to “do
church.” Churches are in decline
because the way we do church is no
longer aligned with social and
cultural needs for providing people
with ways to be more fully human
and connect to something larger
than themselves.  People still need
these things, but they don’t see
“going to church” – an interesting
way to describe discipleship, when
you think about it – as a way to
meet these needs.  Churches
squander resources without finding
new directions, which is not
fruitful, which means that the assets
are not being used in new and
potentially more fruitful ways.  I
don’t think that this pleases God. 
We are back to not being faithful
by not seeing God at work!

There is a better way.

Maturity, not decline.  All
organisms reach maturity: People,
trees, …. Even inanimate things
reach maturity: Mountain ranges,
software programs...  While
maturity means the end of some

kinds of growth, there are often
gifts in maturity.  Rather than
focusing on decline, we need to
focus on the gifts.  What do we
celebrate from our past?  What do
we look forward to, even if the
future may be limited?

Legacy building, not failure.  A gift
of maturity is the ability to think
about legacies.  What impact have
we had on the world?  How can we
continue to have an impact on the
world?  What do we want that
impact to be?  What gives us
meaning and purpose?  What will
please God?  If we aren’t going to
live forever, how do we make the
time we have as impactful as
possible?  These questions work for
people and congregations. 
Discipleship is an individual and a
collective journey.

Ministry completion, not closure. 
Buildings close, companies close,
but churches are more than
buildings and legal constructs.  Of
course, some churches do close,
some of them with more pain and
suffering than there should be or
needs to be.  Instead, churches need

to focus on ministry completion,
the orderly conclusion of activities
in a way that honors and celebrates
what good has been done, and in a
way that creates new paths for good
things to continue to be done.

Resurrection, not death. 
Resurrection is not resuscitation. 
Resurrection is a radical
transformation from what came
before.  Congregations that use the
gifts of maturity to build a legacy
and complete their ministries
faithfully and well will continue to
be a part of the Body of Christ,
even if the congregation that was
once alive is no more.

Jesus changed the narrative of what
a life connected to God should be
like.  If we are on the Way with
Jesus, if we are disciples on a faith
journey, changing the narrative is
the narrative!

Charlie
Kuchenbrod is
Legacy Church
Specialist for
the Southern
New England
Conference.

Reprinted with permission from the
Southern New England Conference,
UCC, sneucc.org.





OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship/Sunday School at 10 am 


