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Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 6

IT’S TIME TO PUT
THE HOLIDAY FAIR
LAWNS SIGNS OUT!

Let Cathy or June know if you
don’t already have one.

All-Church Special
Meeting November 6
after worship

With giving so drastically reduced,
we need to meet again to discuss
withdrawing another $50,000 from
our invested funds in order to keep
our church open. Please plan on
joining us on November 6th and let
your voice be heard.

Search Committee
News

The committee to find a new,
settled pastor for the church was
formed last spring. Members are
Bill Coalter, Kathy Duckett, Cindy
Miller, Pam Snaith and David
Wilson. We’ve met and, working
with Greg and the Southern New
England Conference, are ready to
begin the process.

We’ll start with answering two
broad questions: Who is God
calling to minister with us? and
Who is God calling us to become?
To do this we need your input. We

will be handing out and mailing out
a survey on November 13 and
requesting responses by November
27. Feel free to “think outside the
box” and add anything we may
have forgotten.

Thank you all! – Search Comm.

November Calendar

14 Council Meeting

19 Holiday Fair

27 Newsletter Deadline

Handbell Practice every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm, starting 

Choir Practice every Wednesday at
7:30 pm

HOLIDAY FAIR

There are so many ways you can
help with the Holiday Fair – small
ways and large. As of October 23,
we have less than 4 weeks
until November 19. Many
of our needs are
covered on pages 4-6
of this newsletter. Take a
look. You might be surprised at
what calls to you.

THE VISITOR



Pastor’s Letter

Dear Friends,

By the time you read this our
mid-term elections will almost be
over.  I don't know about you, but I
am worn out by the onslaught of
campaign ads telling me why
neither candidate is worthy of being
elected into office and why the
ballot questions will either save us
or ruin us.  Luckily I have tivo
which allows me to skip right past
these dreadful ads.  When we think
about the money spent on these ads
I know there must be a better way
to spend that money.  Maybe we
should give each candidate 25
minutes of air time per election and
put the rest of the money towards
our national debt.

Sadly, with the gloomy news about
our economy, the violence in our
nation and around the world, the
war in Ukraine (and the threat of
nuclear weapons), tensions in the
far East and natural disasters, there
is not much hope being shared. 
Sometimes it seems like life can be
just too much.  But hope is just
what we need.  

We are no different than most of
the people whose stories we read
about in the Bible.  From the
earliest of days through the days of
Jesus and Paul, the people of the
bible were seeking hope, guidance,
and salvation from the bad things
happening to and around them.

Do you ever feel like that?  The
author of Psalms 42 and 43 did. 
“My soul is cast down within me,”
the psalmist wrote, and that feeling
was unrelenting, for he also said,
“My tears have been my food day
and night.”  The psalmist also asks
rhetorically, “Why must I walk
about mournfully?”  Whatever was
going on (and scholars surmise that
the psalmist was among those in
exile in Babylon) it was all too
much for him or her to handle.

Psalms 42 and 43 are what we
might call “hard-times texts.”  We
might have read them before, but
they have a way of jumping out at
us when our circumstances are
similar to those alluded to in the
Scripture.  I am kind of feeling that
way right now.  I don’t know about
you but I am tired of feeling cast
down and walking about
mournfully.

The writer of Psalms 42 and 43
took note of the cyclical nature of
our feelings, saying that he was cast
down but adding: “Hope in God;
for I shall again praise him, my
help and my God.”  Indeed time
and again the Bible reminds us not
to lose heart and to hope in Jesus,
our Savior.

The apostle Paul would tell us that
times like these call for a certain
amount of perseverance.  In his 2nd
letter to Timothy he wrote, “I have
fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the
faith.”  In other words sometimes
we must wait out the lows in the
faith, hope and feelings to cycle. 
Emotions can be like a yo-yo or a
roller coaster.  

God calls us to faith, which not
only is believing without seeing,
but sometimes is also believing
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without feeling.  The reward of that
kind of faith is that we remain at
the right place.  When the feelings
return, we are still living in God's
household.  So, as the light of day
gets shorter and the cold creeps in,
may we have the perseverance of
faith to remain hopeful and allow
the love of God to fill our hearts. 
Don’t lose heart.  Instead, allow the
love of Jesus to fill us with hope.

Peace,

Greg

Please join us for our
Ham Dinner on October
29, 5:00 - 6:30 pm!   The
menu will include ham with raisin
sauce, baked potatoes, butternut
squash, peas, and fall desserts. As
we travel through the COVID
concerns, we have decided to serve
this meal buffet style with tables
available, or take away for those
who would prefer that service. The
cost will be $13.00 or 2 for $25.00,
with a $30.00 cap for families with
small children. Pre orders are
strongly suggested at 978-
597-6803.

We hope you can join us!

David and Wanda Wilson -
chairpersons

Get an Early Start on
Ordering Your 2022
Christmas Altar
Flowers!

Michele Enright will be placing the
order for these beautiful plants and
she says if you want a choice in
what color or size you get, then she
must order by November 27.
She can place a secondary order
after that date for anyone who
needs it, but she will not be able to
guarantee availability, color or size.

Michele will be collecting orders
after worship, and you may pay by
cash or check (made out to TCC).
Please contact her if you have any
questions,
michelleenright25@comcast.net.

Poinsettias

6" red or white . . . . . . . . $9.00
8" red or white . . . . . . . $22.50
10" red or white. . . . . .  $35.00

Cyclamens

4 ½"  red, white, asst. . . . $6.00
6"    red, white, asst.. . . $10.00

Christmas cactus

6" assorted colors. . . . . . $9.00

NOVEMBER
OUTREACH CORNER

There is so much need in the world
that we sometimes become
overwhelmed.  Mother Teresa said
“We ourselves feel that what we are
doing is just a drop in the ocean. 
But the ocean would be less
because of that missing drop.”  As
Minister for Outreach, I want to
offer you a few small opportunities
for you to make a difference in our
community or beyond, if you wish. 
Thank you for any support you give
for the any of TCC’s Outreach
projects.

TCC has
collected $50
so far for the
UCC
Hurricane Ian
Relief Fund, which will be
matched by Outreach funds.  If you
want to give to this fund, the
deadline is October 30 (please
make out checks to TCC, and
designate “UCC Hurricane Relief”
on the memo line). 

Diapers!

Did you realize that many
low-income families cannot afford
to purchase enough diapers for their
children; that infants use about 12
diapers a day and toddlers use
about 8-10 a day; that diapers
cannot be purchased with SNAP
benefits (food stamps) or with
WIC; that without a daily supply of
disposable diapers, children cannot
attend daycare, which results in
parents unable to work or attend
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school; that if there are not enough
diapers, children are not changed as
needed and often suffer from rashes
and urinary tract infections?

The good news is … as part of its
commitment to a healthy
community, the non-profit Care
Central VNA & Hospice, has a
Diaper Pantry which depends on
donations.  Eligible residents of
their service area, which includes
Townsend, may receive 30 diapers
once a month for their newborns
and children until the age of 3.
Diapers are given out between 1:00
and 3:00 pm every Thursday at 34
Pearly Lane in Gardner.  November
seems like a great time to be
“Diaper Month” at TCC.  If you
would like to participate in this
TCC diaper drive, please drop off
packages of diapers to the
collection box in the church
sanctuary.  The greatest need right
now is for diapers, sizes 4, 5 or 6,
but any size is greatly appreciated.
Deadline for this is November 27.

As everyone knows, recent
hurricanes and floods have wreaked
havoc in Puerto Rico, Florida, India
and many other locations in the
world.  A bright light through all of
this has been Chef Jose Andres
and his World Central
Kitchen, a non-profit,
non-governmental organization
devoted to providing meals for
victims of natural disasters.

Outreach is donating $250 to help. 
If you would like to add to the
donation from our church, please
do so as soon as possible.  Make
your check out to TCC and
designate “World Central Kitchen”
on the memo line.

Thank you!!

Nancy Lee, Minister for Outreach

Thanks to TCC for
aluminum pull tabs

Our thanks to Lee McTighe for
sharing this message from Cheryl
Jarvis Cucchiara of JJ’s Helping
Hands Network, regarding a
significant donation of pull tabs:

“A HUGE THANK YOU goes out
to the Congregational Church in
Townsend, MA (and to Lee
McTighe) for the pull tabs. And I
can’t even guess how many are in
that large bag! Plus, they filled a
gallon jug, etc. as well…

The tabs are dropped off at the
Fitchburg Senior Center, Wallace
St., and they in turn call a
gentleman from the Shriners who
picks them up. So please think
about collecting your tabs; they go
to a terrific cause, so let’s start
pulling!”

Sat., Nov. 19,
10am - 3pm

As of this writing, our annual church
fair is less than four weeks away; the
Saturday before Thanksgiving. These
weeks of preparation will seem to fly
by so fast. Thank you to all our chairs
who have stepped forward for this
festive day.

The fair is being chaired this year by
June Cloutier and Cathy Hill, but it is
run by all the people of the church!
The day goes by quickly and extra
helpers allow everyone the time to
enjoy a Bistro lunch and browse the
wide variety of crafters and church
tables!

Please email June about what you can
do on fair day,
junecloutier@verizon.net.

Also, remember to pick up a copy of
the Holiday Fair flyer after worship to
post at your favorite places.

RAFFLE
BASKETS

These
stunning
baskets have
always been
a focal point of the fair thanks to all
the members of the congregation.
Whether you are an “old hand” at this
or want to jump in for the first time,
please participate by picking a theme
and filling a basket with creative
items. If you would like to participate,
look for the sign-up sheet in
Fellowship Hall after church. Chris
Clish is chairing this table and it will
really help her to know ahead of time
how many baskets she has for display:
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call or email her, or leave a message at
the church office.

BAKE TABLE

What’s your
baking/kitchen
specialty? Cookies,
brownies, breads,

muffins, coffee cakes, jams, fudge
(always sells out!). Whatever it is,
please consider bringing something to
the bake table Friday or Saturday
morning. We have many fabulous
cooks in our church; let’s make it look
like an irresistible bakery. You can
make holiday assortments or package
for individual sales, if you wish.
Questions? Call Karen Baer
978-597-2192 or email at
kbaer71@yahoo.com.

APPLE PIES

Apple Pie Night will
be Friday, November
4 from 6:00-8:30ish.
No matter what
baking skills you
have, you will enjoy this high-spirited
evening filled with fun and fellowship.
Bakers of all ages gather together as
our apple peelers, slicers and crust
rollers make dozens of pies that will
be frozen and sold on the day of the
fair. Whether or not you can come on
NOVEMBER 4, there are a variety of
items we need: flour, sugar, butter, or
to provide freezer space, or plan to
help at the bake table the day of the
fair. REMEMBER TO ORDER
YOUR PIE EARLY! Put a pie on hold
for you and your family to enjoy! Sign
up at coffee hour after worship or by
contacting June Cloutier.

RE-GIFTING
TABLE

Back by popular
demand, this table
consists of

re-gifted items in like-new condition
that you are happy to pass along. It is a
good place for kids to shop for family
members, too. Your items could be
brought in early and we’ll save them
until the fair. Thanks to Lee McTighe
and Jody Burnham who will be
running this area.

CHURCH
CRAFT
TABLE

Please think of
donating
something
handmade to our TCC craft table. We
are a very talented church and we’d
like to show the community. The
donation may be priced by the artist
and will be returned if not sold.

QUILT RAFFLE!

We have been running a Quilt Raffle
this fall, with a beautiful hand-made
wall-hanging quilt as the prize. The
winner will be drawn at the fair. If you
haven’t already, pick up tickets for
yourself, or to sell to friends and
family. Also consider spending a little
time on fair day at the raffle table.

JINGLE BELL
BISTRO

Our Jingle Bell
Bistro is a savory

and popular area to rest and have a
delicious lunch! June Cloutier is
overseeing this area and will be
asking for kitchen help soon and
requesting some of our delicious
soups, desserts, morning muffins,
etc. We always have people rave
about our offerings; we would be
lost without our in-house restaurant
that day.

If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact June
Cloutier at
junecloutier@verizon.net or, for
questions about crafters or church
tables, contact Cathy Hill at
chill01469@gmail.com.

Please join
us for the
cutting of
the greens!

We will be cutting
greens around town
during the weekend
of November 11 -13,
for the fair. Times
will be determined
when we know what

the weather will be. There are five
places that we cut to make sure
there is a good variety in the greens
baskets. Usually it takes about four
hours over two days. We usually
cut white pine, juniper, cedar, and a
wonderful variety of greens at the
Misners! If you have greens in your
yard that we could use, let us know.
Please let me know if you can join
us for one or two partial days to
help out. It’s a great chance to visit
while enjoying some fresh air! 

Hope you can join us!

               Blessings, Wanda

PS. If you can’t join us, but have
greens to share, please leave them
in the old vestry to be used on
greens night, November 17th….or
bring them with you when you
come out to help that night!
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Greens Night

Greens Night will be held on
Thursday, November 17, starting
around 6 pm in the old vestry,
when we make beautiful greens
baskets for the fair with all the
greens we have collected! People
come and go all evening as they are
able to join in the fun. It is a delight
for the senses with the smell of
greens, the greens spread
throughout the room, and holiday
music in the background.  There is
also the joy of the shared
experience with many friends, or
soon to be friends, who are busy
working on baskets while they
laugh and visit. Surely the Lord is
in that place, because, to me, it is
heavenly! So . . . please leave your
troubles at the door and enjoy a bit
of heaven at the greens night this
year! You will be glad you did.
Hope you can join us!

Thank you,

Wanda Wilson
Chairperson for the Greens Table

Pre-orders for
Greens! 

Now taking pre orders for greens
items for the fair! Please call
Wanda Wilson at 978-597-6803,
for items to be picked up at the
greens table on the day of the fair.

Here is a partial list of what will be
available this year:

Cemetery baskets . . . . . $25.00
Large baskets. . . . . . . . . $22.00
Medium baskets . . . . . . $16.00
Small baskets . . . . . . . . $12.00
Sprays . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15.00

Special order prices to be
determined by request.

Hello TCC Friends!!

Happy November
from VCCC!!

Our new school is well on its
way-hard to believe that we are
moving towards the end of the Fall
season already!  The staff and
children definitely celebrated the
joys of the Fall season with all its
colorful splendor!  The children
have gone on nature walks and
brought back beautiful colored
leaves, acorns, pine cones, bark and
sticks which they then used to
create some wonderful pieces of
nature inspired artwork.  In the
preschool/pre-k classroom the
children also used these items of
nature in the math & science center
where they worked on the concepts
of sorting and classification. 
Parents very
generously donated
apples to our classes
which allowed for
apple taste tests and
more math-based sorting and
classification activities!  There
have been LOTS of Fall cooking
projects going on throughout the
month with the toddler class
making yummy pumpkin spice
cookies, and the preschool/pre-k
class making equally yummy apple
cake, apple crisp and homemade
applesauce!!!  Donated pumpkins
allowed for some fun, messy

science and sensory explorations in
all of the classrooms as well as
some very tasty
pumpkin seeds!

In October, while we
had to pass again on
our “Halloween Stroll” (where the
staff, parents and children dressed
in costume went
“Trick-or-Treating” on Main Street
to our generous business
neighbors), the big highlight was

our in-school
Halloween
celebration which
lasted a week! 
The teachers

created different activity stations all
around the school which let the
children participate in lots of fun
Halloween themed activities and
games, including a parade through
the school where they collected
treat bags from all the teachers! 
November has us all looking
forward to the Thanksgiving
holiday, which allows us to further
impress upon the children the
importance of family and friends. 
The children will explore
curriculum themes about farming,
the harvest, and colonial days!  And
each classroom will host a
“Thanksgiving
Feast” where all
the VCCC
families will
contribute to a lunchtime “feast”! 

From all the VCCC Staff, the
VCCC Board of Directors and
myself, we wish you all a healthy
and happy month of November, and
a very Happy Thanksgiving!!!

Carol Ciccolini, 
VCCC Director
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Wedding Anniversaries:
Dick and Nancy Lee, 49 years
on Nov. 3
Nick and Julie Zielenkievicz, 46
years on Nov. 14
Charles and Debbie Greene, 47
years on Nov. 15

The
Birthday
Fund

This is a fun
way to contribute above and
beyond your regular giving to the
church to something above and
beyond our normal operating
budget. We appreciate those who
have participated so far. Simply
make a donation on (or around)
your birthday in the amount of your
age (Memo: Birthday Fund)!
Participate and watch our gifts
grow!

1-MaryBeth
Collins;
2-Grant
Bruns;      
4-Claire
Nixon;
6-Stephen
Gay;

8-Kim Wojcuilewicz; 11-Danielle
Beauchesne and Beth Klein;
20-Dick Lee; 23-Bailey Mulrenan
and William Myers; 24-Jennifer
Climo; 29-Holly Card (nee
Gustafson)

OUR BLESSINGS: 

Sandy LaPointe gives thanks for
our faith, family, friends, health,
and for a merciful and loving God.

Cathy Hill offers prayers of
thanksgiving that her daughter and
family have finally moved into their
new home in Arkansas.

Nick and Julie  Zielenkievicz are 
joyous for their son, Jonathan’s 
marriage on Sept 30th

We join with the extended
Burnham family in celebrating the
Baptism of Mila Warner Conil on
October 23; Mila is the daughter of
Alexander and Liz Conil, and the
granddaughter of Pen and Jody
Burnham.

We offer prayers of thanksgiving
for the safe delivery of Tessa Rose
Cormier on October 23; Tessa is
the daughter of Brian and Kristina
Cormier, and the granddaughter of
David and Wanda Wilson.

Joyous prayers for the glorious Fall
foliage we have been experiencing
the last couple of weeks which has
brightened our days and led us to
appreciate God’s gifts.

OUR CONCERNS:  

Sharlene Rourke (former church
secretary) has both a joy and a
concern; her joy is that her
husband, Jim, is home after a
lengthy stay in both hospital and
rehabilitation facility; prayers for
his continued recovery. On 10/14,

Sharl had her sixth spinal surgery
since last summer; we pray this
will allow her to walk unaided
once again.

21 year-old  Caelan, Lauren
Hatch’s boyfriend, coming home
from Dana Farber for hospice
care; soft cell sarcoma.

Continued prayers for the
Ducketts young friend, Herb, who
is still in a critical condition.

We offer prayers of consolation for
the family and friends of Ray
Jackson who passed away
unexpectedly on October 9.

Paul Martineau is recently
unemployed; we pray that he finds
another job quickly. We also pray
for all those who are unemployed
or underemployed.

We pray for Carole Gustafson’s
cousin, Dan, whose wife passed
away recently.
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COMMUNITY
NEWS

We also pray for Carole’s brother,
Bob, who is recuperating.

We offer prayers of support for
Carole’s sister; a hero who is
working with the Red Cross in FL -
May her health allow her to
complete her work there.

We continue to pray for the people
of Ukraine.

We also continue to pray for all
those affected by Hurricane Ian,
and other natural disasters around
the world.

We offer healing prayers for Pastor
Greg as he goes through physical
therapy.

Healing prayers are requested for
Shirley Coit as she goes through
rehabilitation.

Prayers for Nancy Peeler as she
deals with a serious diagnosis.

Prayers for Beth Klein’s
daughter-in-law, Jen, as she deals
with a continuing serious health
issue.

LECTIONARY,
NOVEMBER 2022

November 6, 2022 - 
Twenty-Second Sunday after
Pentecost
First reading and Psalm:
Haggai 1:15b-2:9; Psalm 145:1-5,
17-21 or Psalm 98
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Job 19:23-27a; Psalm
17:1-9

Second reading: 2 Thessalonians
2:1-5, 13-17

Gospel: Luke 20:27-38

November 13, 2022 - 
Twenty-Third Sunday after
Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah

65:17-25; Isaiah 12
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm 98
Second reading: 2 Thessalonians

3:6-13
Gospel: Luke 21:5-19

November 20, 2022 - 
Twenty-Fourth Sunday after
Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah

23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm 46
Second reading: Colossians 1:11-20
Gospel: Luke 23:33-43

November 27, 2022 - 
First Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm: Psalm 122
Second reading: Romans 13:11-14
Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

William
James
College
INTERFACE Referral
Service

INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for
all residents in Townsend,
Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 during normal
business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you
will be able to speak with a
licensed mental health professional,
or an advanced level graduate
student, who will discuss the
situation with you, and then call
you back with a referral which
meets your therapeutic needs,
insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings. This service is
funded by the North Middlesex
Regional School District. Check
out the web site for the WJC
INTERFACE Referral Service at
interface.williamjames.edu.

Submitted by Pam Snaith
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship/Sunday School at 10 am 


