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Become a W.I.S.E. Conference;
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Two
Things
From
Our

Minister For Property

Please consider joining us for the
fall work day at the church on
Thursday, October 27th, at 11 am,
weather permitting. Many hands
make light work as we clean up the
grounds, put on the storm windows,
and get things ready for winter.
Pencil the date into your calendar
and wait for more information as
the time draws near!

Thank you!

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

After a year with no key and no
folded towels, I was pleased to
order three universal keys for
opening the paper dispensers at
church! I hung two of them on a
hook in the broom closet in the
kitchen so everyone could replace
the folded towels when they run
out. Unfortunately, both of them
have disappeared! If anyone knows
where they are, please return them
to the hook ASAP!

Thanks so much!

Wanda Wilson 
Minister for Property

October Calendar

1 Roast Pork Supper

2 World Communion Sunday

7 Greg’s Run

17 Council Meeting

20 Free Community Dinner

23 November Newsletter Deadline

29 Ham Supper

Handbell Practice every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm, starting
October 12

Choir Practice every Wednesday at
7:30 pm

THE VISITOR



Pastor’s Letter

Dear Friends,

As the light of day grows
shorter, the temperature begins to
drop and the color on the trees
evolves from green to stunning, we
are aware that a new season of the
year is beginning.  I am guessing
that one of the reasons we all live
in New England is because of this
time of the year, the time when the
glory of God is on full display
around us.  The sights, the smells,
the tastes of fall are a delight to our
senses.

Fall is the reminder that God is
good.  That despite all the talk
about global warming and the
damage being done to our planet,
the earth is still a glorious and
beautiful place.  Part of my job is to
remind you all of this fact.  God’s
blessings abound not just in the fall
but all year round.

The Bible recounts for us times
when humanity was in dire need of
salvation of some form.  We hear
stories of floods wiping out almost
all of humanity, but with God’s
help some survived.  Of famines
and droughts from which humanity
recovered, with help from God. 
Throughout the Bible we read
stories of wars and violence.  There
are stories of family members
causing great harm, and even death,

to one another.  Time and again
God offered the oppressed and the
weak the strength, the wisdom, the
tools, they needed to ensure their
salvation.

God went so far as to promise
to lead God’s people to a land of
milk and honey.  And when the
people failed at being faithful for
the umpteenth time, God sent them
a Savior, his son, to teach them
exactly what God expected of them,
if they wanted to be God’s people.

Although all the stories in the
Bible happened long ago. 
Although the lands of the earth
probably look somewhat different
than they did in Biblical times, the
reality is that humanity is still
humanity.  We are still a flawed
and imperfect people.  Some of us
are striving to become better. 
Some, so the news would tells us,
have no interest in goodness or
mercy or faith.  These people are
only concerned about themselves.

If we read the Biblical accounts
closely we will see a pattern
emerge.  A people got to a position
of leadership.  They soon forgot
that it was their faith and trust in
God that brought them to that level
of power.  The more self consumed
they became the faster was their fall
from grace.  Soon they become the
outcast, the ravaged, the oppressed. 
A few generations later they turned
back to God and when they did,
they found their fortunes restored.

What I guess I am getting at is
simple: Though the darkness seems
to be deep at his moment in time,
this is nothing new.  As long as we
put our faith and trust in God then
there is hope for the human race,
our planet and our church.  God is
good.  God’s mercy and love are
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endless.  If we can strive to live as
God’s people then God’s goodness
will lighten our darkness.

Sincerely,

Greg

October Community
Dinner

We are so happy to offer a free
take-away community dinner on
Thursday, October 20, 5-6:30 pm!
The menu will include American
chop suey, green beans, rolls and
desserts! Reservations are
suggested, but walk-ins are very
welcome as well. Sign-up sheets
for donations of food items or time
will be available in Fellowship Hall
after church. Contact June Cloutier
if you will not be in church, but are
interested in helping. Please plan
on joining us as we extend our love
to our community while having an
opportunity to visit with our church
family!

Blessings,

June Cloutier

Ham Supper - October
29

Please join us for our next dinner
for profit to be held on Saturday,
October 29th! It will be a sliced
ham dinner served buffet style. The
menu will include ham, raisin
sauce, baked potatoes, squash,
peas, rolls and dessert. Yum! The
price will be $13 per meal or two
for $25. I will have sign up sheets
giving everyone an opportunity to
donate food items or their time
soon. Working on the dinners is a
great time to visit and catch up on
news! Hope you can join us! Please
contact me if you are interested in
donating!

Wanda Wilson

wswilson7652@yahoo.com

Making a Joyful Noise

The Agapé Handbell choir will
begin practicing for the fall on
Wednesday, October 12th, in the
sanctuary at 6:30 pm. It is open to
anyone in eighth grade or older
who has some ability to read music.
We play through the holidays, take
a break in January and February,

then play again in the spring. Please
consider joining in the fun! It's a
great way to get to know others
while "making a joyful noise"!
Please contact Wanda Wilson,
978-597-6803, with any questions
or interest in playing in the Agapé
Handbell Choir.

Thank you for your time,

Wanda Wilson

Nov. 19, 2022

Our Holiday Craft and Greens Fair
is less than two months away on
Saturday, November 19! It’s a
wonderful community event but it
takes many people to make it
happen. We had a very successful
fair last year and we hope to see our
church full of people again this
year, ready to see our Greens,
Raffle Baskets, and Crafters, etc.

 Thank you to all our chairpersons
who are heading up the following
departments:

Wanda Wilson - Greens;  Lee
McTighe and Jody Burnham-
Regifting; Chris Clish - Raffle
Baskets; June Cloutier - Bistro;
Karen Baer - Bake Table, Becky
Burnham-Santa Photos.

Please come to work the day of the
fair in any area for an hour or so
before or after your own shopping
and delicious luncheon. There are
many volunteer opportunities and
it’s fun to be part of the day.

Don’t forget to put gently used or
new/non desired items aside for our

-3-



Regifting Table. This is a popular
area of our fair and people of all
ages just love to look for special
bargains.

Please consider donating a craft
that you have made throughout the
year to our church Craft Table. We
have such a talented church!

If you would like to
contribute a gift
basket for the
Baskets Raffle and
need inspiration for
a theme, a whole page
full of ideas was published in the
digital version of the September
newsletter, which can be found on
the TCC website, www.tccucc.org.
This area is stunning and a big
draw for our community.

We would love any jams, relishes,
fudge and baked goods, for our
Bake Table to make it look like an
old time shop.

It is truly an exciting and festive
day and you will want to be part of
it!

Look for our posters at coffee hour
or email junecloutier@verizon.net.

Let us know how you can help at
the famous Jingle Bell Bistro with
delicious soups, etc. for lunch that
day. It is a busy and popular area as
it’s a gathering place for all who
come!

Apple Pie Night
will be held on
Friday,
November 4.

June Cloutier
will track down the apples for the
Apple Pie Night, but is grateful for
all our TCC bakers. If you enjoy
baking and getting together with
friends, then you don’t want to miss

out on the pie making night. Things
get started at about 5 pm, but you
can show up whenever you can.

Thank you to all who work at our
fair and who come and bring
friends to our special day.

2022 Holiday Fair Committee

EVERGREENS!!

We will be having a greens table
again this year at the Craft Fair on
Saturday, November 19th. It is a
table that's lots of fun, but needs
many hands! I will have sign up
sheets available for the different
items needed for this table soon.
First, we need friends to cut the
greens the weekend before the fair,
then helpers to make the greens
baskets on the greens night,
Thursday, November 17th, lastly
we need workers the day of the fair
to sell all the beautiful creations!
Please consider joining in the fun!
There's that wonderful pine smell,
loads of holiday music and laughs
as we work on the baskets.

Thanks for considering donating
you time to the greens table!

Wanda

* The greens table could use any
spare baskets or items to decorate
them for the fair. Thanks for your
donations!

The
Birthday
Fund

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or
around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!

2-Paul Emerson; 3-Charles Greene
and Isaac Woodward; 6-Betty Mae
Tenney; 8-Virginia Welch; 
9- Debra Boutwell-Reeves, Sarah
Goyette and William Reeves; 
13-Lisa Hunt and Tracy Winslow;
14-Rosie Emerson; 15-Brent
Carney; 16-Kyle Fossey; 17-Karin
Canfield Moore; 20-Alex
Beauchesne, Meg Genoter and Lee
McTighe; 21-June Cloutier; 
22-Louise Coalter; 25-Deanna
Capone; 27-Gretchen Churchville
and LillyAnn Vincent.
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Even though this was a daily
devotional in April, I thought it
would be a good message to share
now as we observe World
Communion Sunday.

Eat and Run

by Kenneth L. Samuel | published on
Apr 14, 2022

“These are your instructions for
eating this meal: Be fully dressed,
wear your sandals, and carry your
walking stick in your hand. Eat the
meal with urgency, for this is the
Lord’s Passover.” – Exodus 12:11
(NLT)

We hate to eat and run… especially
when the food is delectable and
those at the table are convivial. A
good meal in a relaxed atmosphere
is definitely among the sensual
highlights in our lives.

But the Passover and the Eucharist
are different kinds of table
gatherings. They were never
intended to satiate us. These meals
are intended to prepare and
strengthen us for the difficult
journeys ahead of us.

When the Israelites gathered for the
first Passover Feast, they were
instructed to come to their tables
fully outfitted and prepared to
embark upon the challenging
freedom march out of Egypt to
Canaan.

When Harriet Tubman and runaway
slaves gathered around the tables of
the Underground Railroad, they ate
not to be comforted, but to be
strengthened for the hazardous trek
northward towards emancipation.

When Jesus gathered his disciples
at the table for the Last Supper, the
meal was not intended to relax
them but to commission them as
witnesses of his solemn pilgrimage
to Calvary.

Every true Communion celebration
must be accompanied with a sense
of urgency regarding the mission
that immediately succeeds the
meal. We are never to become so
relaxed at the Lord’s table that we
miss the Lord’s mandate to “lay
aside every weight, and the sin that
so easily besets us, and run with
patience that is set before us.”

The urgency of the Lord’s mission
beyond the Lord’s meal reminds us
that we do not live to eat; we really
do eat to live.

Prayer

Lord feed us at your table. Then
free us to do your work. Amen.

Kenneth L. Samuel
is Pastor of Victory
for the World
Church, Stone
Mountain, Georgia.

reprinted with
permission from the Southern New
England Conference, UCC, sneucc.org

OUR BLESSINGS: 

We are thankful for June Cloutier
and Wanda Wilson who have
stepped up to run the first two fund-
raiser suppers of the season; these
are two very busy ladies whose
love of TCC shines out in every
way.

Paul and Lisa Martineau sent a
“Hi” to all their friends at TCC, and
shared some pictures of their June
wedding on Hampton Beach; this
one was my favorite!
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Wedding Anniversaries:
Rob and Becky Burnham, 10
years on October 13
David and Dede O’Hair, 31
years on October 13
Bill and Louise Coalter, 55
years on October 14
Pen and Jody Burnham, 45
years on October 15
Jon and Cheryl Borko, 13 years
on October 30

OUR CONCERNS:  

We pray for all those who must
endure the after-effects of severe
weather and natural disasters; most
recently are the earthquakes in
Mexico and the surrounding areas,
as well as Hurricane Fiona.

We offer healing prayers for
Shirley Coit who is in Fairlawn
Rehabilitation Hospital recovering
from a stroke; she would love to
hear from her friends, the address
is:

Fairlawn Rehabilitation Hospital
189 May St.
Worcester MA 01602
508-791-6351

Healing prayers are needed for
Herb, a young friend of the
Ducketts, who is in very serious
medical condition.

Healing prayers are requested for
Ann O (a friend of Cathy H), who
is slowly recovering from a bad
fall, and struggling with the loss of
her independence.

Cathy Hill is requesting prayers for
her friend, Lori, who is grieving
after the passing of her favorite
aunt.

We offer healing prayers for Paul
Martineau as he recovers from a
serious health incident and recent
knee surgery.

Cathy Hill would like prayers for
her daughter, Kim, and her family
as they move their large household
overland to their new home in
Arkansas; may their journey be
completed without any mishaps.

OUR CANCER
FIGHTERS: 

We offer prayers of
healing and hope
for all those in our
immediate and
extended families who are in the
midst of battling cancer, and for all
those who care for and support
them. Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell
lymphoma; Cathy Hill's sister,
Morag Graham, and Barbara
Goodwin's step son, Tyler who
both have Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma.

LECTIONARY,
OCTOBER 2022

October 2, 2022 - 
Seventeenth Sunday after
Pentecost

First reading and Psalm:
Lamentations 1:1-6;
Lamentations 3:19-26 or
Psalm 137

Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4;
Psalm 37:1-9

Second reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14
Gospel: Luke 17:5-10

October 9, 2022 - 
Eighteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah
29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66:1-12

Alternate First reading and Psalm:
2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c; Psalm
111

Second reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-15
Gospel: Luke 17:11-19

October 16, 2022 - 
Nineteenth Sunday after
Pentecost

First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah
31:27-34; Psalm
119:97-104

Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm
121

Second reading: 2 Timothy
3:14-4:5

Gospel: Luke 18:1-8

October 23, 2022 - 
Twentieth Sunday after
Pentecost

First reading and Psalm: Joel
2:23-32; Psalm 65

Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Sirach 35:12-17 or Jeremiah
14:7-10, 19-22; Psalm
84:1-7
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Second reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8,
16-18

Gospel: Luke 18:9-14

October 30, 2022 -
Twenty-First Sunday after
Pentecost

First reading and Psalm: Habakkuk
1:1-4; 2:1-4; Psalm
119:137-144

Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Isaiah 1:10-18; Psalm
32:1-7

Second reading: 2 Thessalonians
1:1-4, 11-12

Gospel: Luke 19:1-10

18th
Annual
Greg’s Run -
October 8

Now in its 18th year, Greg’s Run is
Townsend’s largest family
run/walk/stroll event honoring the
memory of Gregory Reeves and
raising money to send qualifying
high school seniors to college.
Come and join almost 200
participants on a 4.6 mile course
wandering through the beautiful
forests and fall leaves of
Townsend. The race starts at 10:30
am (rain or shine), and the kiddie
race starts at 11:30 am. Cost is $25
to run or walk or $30 the week
before the race; $5 for the kiddie
race; a $100 family cap is available

on race day. Registrants will get an
all-you-can-eat lunch, some
exercise and the joy of knowing
that you helped support this vital
community event. If you can't do
the race, please consider coming
and helping with registration, as a
course marshal, or a griller for the
lunch!

To register, go to:
https://gregsruntownsend.com/regis
tration

If you come to watch or support a
runner, there is no charge for being
there or for lunch.

SNEUCC will Become
a W.I.S.E. Conference

8/23/2022 - by Deborah Ringen

SNEC Health and Wellness Ministry
has begun the process of becoming
designated as a W.I.S.E. [Welcoming,
Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged]
Conference by the UCC Mental Health
Network. [This] program encourages
congregations and conferences along a
path of exploration, conversation, and
education to increase awareness and
reduce the stigma of mental illness.
Discussing issues of mental health
challenges opens the door to
acceptance and healing.

For more information on what it
means to be W. I. S. E., go to:
https://www.mhn-ucc.org/becoming-w
ise/

Debbie Ringen is the
Minister of Health and
Wellness at the Southern
New England
Conference.

The UCC is launching a national
art contest for children and youth
that will be part of a larger
campaign that will generate hope in
making a difference when
confronting the climate crisis.

How to participate?: Draw or paint
about climate hope, environmental
justice, or protecting the Earth.
Sunday school class and youth
group participation encouraged.
Winners will be selected in
November!

The art contest winners will have
their art displayed on the UCC's
Climate Hope Postcards. UCC
congregations will then collect
thousands of postcards to pressure
Congress and the White House to
take sufficient action to combat the
ongoing climate and environmental
justice crises.

For more information and to
register, go to:
https://www.ucc.org/ClimateHope
Cards/?inf_contact_key=273aa35be
1cb7c65b1505d7f0caa2516cc0558e
d5d4c28cbfab114022b1ec50d

Reprinted with permission from the
Southern New England Conference, UCC,
sneucc.org.
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship/Sunday School at 10 am 


