
Although our summer
worship services will still be
shorter, this year they will
continue to start at 10 am.

Hope to see you there!
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Auction Memories

Before the June newsletter was
published, June Cloutier sent me a
fantastic collection of photos from the
auction that I made into a fun collage
...then completely forgot to include in
the newsletter!

Look for the collage at the end of this
newsletter; I hope it brings back fun
memories!

Cathy

Supper News!

We very much need people to
oversee our September and
October suppers. Whether we stay
with take-out or return to in-person
dining, there are a number of people in
the church who can guide and assist
you in this task.

The Council will be discussing the
possibility of going back to eat-in
suppers at their August meeting.

TCC has become known for our
suppers (both the free and paid) and
we hope to continue this tradition -
with your help!

If interested, please leave a message
with either the church office or myself
and someone will get back to you very
soon.

Thanks

Cathy Hill

July & August
Calendar

Aug. 15 Council Meeting

Aug. 21 September Newsletter
Deadline

One Hundred Years!

It’s not too late to plan on visiting
Mary West to wish her a happy 100th
birthday!

If you missed the lovely letter in the
Spirit from Sue and her siblings, the
short version is that Mary will be
outside her house between 11 am and
1 pm on Thursday, June 30 and would
love to see her friends. No gifts are
expected. There will be cupcakes, but
you need to let Sue know you are
coming so she can have enough for
all! To RSVP, call or email:
207-350-6062; 
swestdiantha@gmail.com

If the weather is bad, they will be
indoors and masks will be required for
Mary’s safety.

(Look at the end of the newsletter to
see the proclamation from the Board
of Selection regarding “Mary Rowse
West Day”.)

THE VISITOR



Pastor’s Letter

Dear Friends,

One of the most famous quotes of all
time is: “That’s one small step for
man, one giant leap for mankind.” 
Those words were spoken by Neil
Armstrong as he took his first steps on
the moon’s surface.  Where were you
on July 20, 1969?  Did you watch the
moon landing?  It is hard to believe
that it has been 50 years since that
happened.

For what it is worth I was 10 years
old.  My family was in Florida
cleaning out my grandparent’s condo
after the death of my grandfather.  We
watched the landing on a black and
white TV.  The TV probably had a 15
inch screen - it was a big one for the
time.  I don’t know for sure that the
fuzziness of the picture wasn’t related
to our TV and the three foot wide
antenna on top of it instead of it being
an issue with the signal from the moon
(some 240,000 miles away).  

How far we have come in 50 years. 
We now know that our cell phones
have more computer power and
technology than was available to
NASA in 1969.  The engineers in
those days used slide rules to calculate
speeds, trajectories, force, weight, etc. 
Today, the engineers at SpaceX
probably just ask Siri or Google to
program a flight path to the space
station and their cell phones or
watches do all the work in
milliseconds.  Today we have instant
access to ultra-high resolution images
from across the globe and deep into
our galaxy, and beyond.

The sad reality is that even with all the
technological changes that have come

to our lives in these past fifty years,
human nature has not evolved very
much at all.  People are still people. 
We might be more politically correct
and more socially aware, but we are
still filled with bigotry, with violence,
with anger and jealousy.  We remain
wasteful and hurtful and self absorbed. 
Our sense of worth comes from
“likes” and “shares” on our social
media accounts instead of the
relationships we make and have.

In other words humanity is about
where it was back in Biblical times. 
We still find ourselves isolated, alone,
afraid for our future and in need of a
savior to guide us, protect us and offer
us mercy and comfort.  Thankfully,
that savior is just as available to us
today as he was to the people of this
planet 2,000 years ago.

Jesus had a pretty famous quote of his
own when he said “love your neighbor
as yourself.”  If only we would take
those words to heart and really live
them in our daily lives it would be a
tremendous step for humanity and a
giant leap for humankind.  

Whether it is in our worship services,
or in your travels to wherever you may
go, I hope you will make an effort to
live in love.  Let others see that you
understand Jesus’ command to love
others as yourself.  Show others
compassion and welcome the stranger
into your life.  Make a new friend and,
of course, invite them to church.

Enjoy your summer.

Greg
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Agapé
Handbell
Choir

While you are enjoying the summer,
please consider the possibility of
joining our Agapé Handbell Choir in
the fall! New members are always
welcome! Wednesday practices will
resume in early October. If you are
interested or have any questions,
please contact Wanda Wilson at
wswilson7652@yahoo.com or 978-
597-6803 for more information.

– AND/OR – 

Consider
joining the senior choir in September.
We meet for an hour and a half on
Wednesday nights and for a little
while before worship on Sunday
mornings. It’s a whole lot of fun and
very rewarding, spiritually.    Give it
a try!

Altar Flowers!

What a joy it has been to see the
dedication flowers on the altar again!
Thanks to Michelle Enright for
stepping up to oversee this ministry.
Michelle has sign-up sheets at church,

but if you are not ready to return to
live worship and would like to sponsor
flowers for one or more Sundays, just
email Michelle at 
michelleenright25@comcast.net
and let her know what Sunday you’d
like to sponsor and what dedication
you would like to have printed in the
weekly bulletin. As of today (6/26),
available dates are: 7/24, 7/31, and all
of September. If you are looking
further out than that, just ask Michelle
if the date you want is available.

The flower arrangements are provided
by The Bronze Bell and cost only $30
for both arranges; they will bill you
after the flowers are delivered to the
church.

Thanks for helping to brighten up our
worship experience.

Property Assistance

Wanda Wilson is looking for some
help with two projects this summer.
The first project involves two lights
that do not work: in the custodian’s
closet in the preschool hall, and in the
historical closet. She has already
replaced the fluorescent light bulbs.

The second project involves the
handle on the door going from the
office hall into the preschool; the hole
has gotten too large and the handle is
ready to fall off. 

Please let Wanda know if you are
knowledgeable and are willing to help
with either one of these projects.

Thanks, as always, for everyone’s help
keeping our church up and working!

Wanda Wilson, Minister for Property
wswilson7652@yahoo.com

Get an Early Start
on Holiday Fair
Preparations!

The membership voted to
hold our Holiday Fair again

this year! So, mark your
calendars for the

Saturday before
Thanksgiving,

November 19,
2022.

Yes, that’s many months
from now, but summertime is a great
season to work on craft projects and
clean out closets while looking for
treasures.

Cathy has gotten the first round of
crafter invitations out and June will be
reaching out to you to see where you
would have the most fun while helping
out. Besides the fun outside crafters,
our annual offerings include: Greens,
Bistro, Apple Pies, TCC Crafts,
Regifting, and Santa, of course.

Some things you can do to get an early
start on our festive Holiday Fair are:

i Think up a fun theme and start
collecting interesting things for
the Basket Raffle;

i Save your nice spare baskets for
the greens arrangements; collect
pine cones if you want to work
with those, look online for
creative ideas.

There are so many
different ways you
can help with this
fund-raiser and
community event!
Please do not hesitate to
reach out to either June Cloutier or
Cathy Hill if you have questions,
suggestions, or just want to help.

Thank you to all,

The 2022 Holiday Fair Committee
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Aluminum Pull Tabs

If you purchase your liquid
refreshments in aluminum cans, please
remember to remove and save the pull
tab each time before you recycle the
can. Look for these tabs on other
canned products, aw well.

There are various worthy charities that
collect these tabs for their monetary
value. Just save them up and drop
them off in the church office any time.

Thanks!

Hello TCC Friends!!
Happy Summer from
VCCC!!

We hope everyone is enjoying the
warm weather as much as we are!  So,
June found us wrapping up the school
year with some fun end-of-year
activities.  While we could not have
our usual end-of-year family
celebration because of COVID, the
teachers made the last day of school
very special with large screen Disney
movie, a fun sing-a-long bringing back
favorite songs from the school year, an
ice cream social followed by bubble
dancing out on the playground!! The
2021-2022 school year seemed to just
fly by, but what fun we all had!!

The VCCC Summer Program is
underway and, even though our
summer enrollments are lower than the
regular school year due to families

being away on vacation, we’ll still be
enjoying LOTS of fun and continued
learning!  Some of our fun Summer
themes will include “Celebrating the
Red, White & Blue”, “A Camping We
Will Go”, “Beach Luau”, “Ahoy
Matey”, “Going on Safari” and
“Summer Olympics”!!  We will also
be incorporating some special art and
science activities, as well as cooking
and baking up some tasty treats!  We
will also be taking walking field trips
to the town library and playground;
the children have already taken a walk
over to the Farmer’s Exchange where
they enjoyed seeing a variety of farm
animals!!  We will be utilizing the new
rail trail for some of our walks as well,
which also allows the children to see
the miniature ponies that are often out
in a paddock at the start of the trail,
they are so cute!  We are hoping that
Mother Nature will bless us with lots
of warm temperatures and sunny skies
so that we can include lots of outside
time with fun water play activities! 

We do still have some openings in our
Summer Program, so if any of you are
possibly looking for a program for the
summer, or you know someone who
might, please call me at 978-597-0834. 
There is a three-week, three-day per
week minimum requirement to enroll
in the Summer Program.  

And then, after a week of cleaning and
sprucing up our classrooms, we’ll be
gearing up for the new school year
which will begin on Monday, August
29th!  We are still accepting
registrations for the new school year,
and while our infant and toddler
classes are full, we do still have some
openings in our preschool program. So
please call if you or anyone you know
is looking for a great early learning
experience!  

From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of
Directors and myself, we wish you all
a healthy and happy sunshiny summer
season!!!

Carol Ciccolini, 
VCCC Director

The
Birthday
Fund

This is a fun
way to contribute above and beyond
your regular giving to the church to
something above and beyond our
normal operating budget. We
appreciate those who have participated
so far. Simply make a donation on (or
around) your birthday in the amount of
your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)!
Participate and watch our gifts grow!

3-Kaily Urato;
5-Debby Coalter and
Rosie Snaith;
6-Glenda Profit and
Wanda Wilson; 8-
Kim Emerson;

9-Laura Gustafson; 13-Ivy Johnson;
24-Gary Hatch and Benjamin Hersey;
25-Megan Bruns and Chris Genoter;
26-Kristina Cormier; 28-Holly Lyn
Beauchesne and Hayden Urato; 31-
Carole Gustafson

2-Amanda Rochette;
3-Alan Beauchesne; 
4-Charlie Duckett; 7-
Tammy Blackburn;
8-Michael Cloutier;
11-Lyn Bennett; 15-
Summer Goyette; 20-Naomi Carney; 
24-Myahliya Carney; 26-Cathy Hill
and Robert Nicoll; 27-Lisa Burnham;
28-Ryan Benson
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Wedding Anniversaries:
Paul and Heather Nixon, 

14 years on July 26
Lee and Kathy Duckett, 

34 years on August 6
Charlie and Rebecca Hersey, 

32 years on August 11
Niles and Michele Busler, 

53 years on August 24
David and Wanda Wilson, 

49 years on August 25

OUR BLESSINGS: 

The Cutler family is thankful for all
the prayers and is joyful that Ray's
surgery was successful and he is home
mending.

Prayers of joy for Chris Clish's brother
Mike, who is recovering well from his
recent surgery!

OUR CONCERNS:  

Prayers for the seven people injured (1
critical, 1 fatality) in the June 6
head-on collision on Rte. 119.

Continued prayers for Karen Baer's
sister in law, Barbara, as she deals
with side effects from her treatments
and for all family members
undergoing tests.

Chris Clish is asking for prayers for
her sister in law, Karen, who has
finished her treatments and is now
preparing for surgery.

Linda Hatch is asking for continued
prayers for her granddaughter Lauren's
boyfriend, Caelan, whose disease has
spread.

Prayers for Linda Hatch's sister's
family as they grieve the loss of their
granddaughter.

Karen Baer asks for prayers for her
friend, Pat, who has been diagnosed
with a serious illness and has begun
treatments.

We pray for the people of India as
their lives and livelihood are being
impacted by the severe floods in
Assam, including the tea estates in
Barak Valley.

Healing prayers
for David Wilson
who was recently
hospitalzed.

Healing prayers
for Carole
Gustafson for an injury after a fall.

Healing prayers for Tom Campbell
from surgery.

Continued healing prayers for
Dominic Caprigno.

LECTIONARY, JULY
2022

July 3, 2022 - 
    Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Kings

5:1-14; Psalm 30
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm 66:1-9
Second reading: Galatians 6:(1-6),

7-16
Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

July 10, 2022 - 
   Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Amos 7:7-17;

Psalm 82
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Deuteronomy 30:9-14; Psalm
25:1-10

Second reading: Colossians 1:1-14
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37

July 17, 2022 - 
   Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Amos 8:1-12;

Psalm 52
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Genesis 18:1-10a; Psalm 15
Second reading: Colossians 1:15-28
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42

July 24, 2022 - 
   Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Hosea 1:2-10;

Psalm 85
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm 138
Second reading: Colossians 2:6-15,

(16-19)
Gospel: Luke 11:1-13

July 31, 2022 -
    Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Hosea

11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14;
2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12

Second reading: Colossians 3:1-11
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
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COMMUNITY
NEWS

LECTIONARY,
AUGUST 2022

August 7, 2022 - 
    Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 1:1,

10-20; Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm
33:12-22

Second reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40

August 14, 2022 - 
   Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 5:1-7;

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Jeremiah 23:23-29; Psalm 82
Second reading: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

August 21, 2022 - 
    Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah

1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm
103:1-8

Second reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17

August 28, 2022 -
    Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah

2:4-13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16
Alternate First reading and Psalm:

Sirach 10:12-18 or Proverbs
25:6-7; Psalm 112

Second reading: Hebrews 13:1-8,
15-16

Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

Events at the Townsend
Public Library

Looking for something to do with the
kids, or just for yourself? Check out
what’s happening at your local library!
The state-wide summer reading
program for all ages kicked off on
June 15 at the Townsend Public
Library, and their calendar of events
can be found at townsendlibrary.org.

Townsend Band Concerts

The Townsend Military Band opened
its 2022 concert series on the
Townsend Common on June 9.
Weather permitting, the band will play
a concert from the band stand on the
Common each Thursday between 7:30
and 9:30 pm, through at least August
9. The Townsend Military Band is
managed by Betty Mae Tenney of
Townsend and is conducted by
Thomas Souza of Chelmsford. Mr.
Souza is the head of the Music
Department in the Nashua Public
Schools, the Director of the Brandeis
University Wind Ensemble, and the
Band Director at the Fairgrounds
Middle School in Nashua. Lawn
parties, hosted by local organizations

which feature food, activities for
children, and other assorted tables, are
held in conjunction with these
concerts. Area residents of all ages are
encouraged to attend these concerts
which are funded by the town.

William
James
College
INTERFACE Referral
Service

INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 during
normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and
you will be able to speak with a
licensed mental health professional, or
an advanced level graduate student,
who will discuss the situation with
you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic
needs, insurance, schedule availability
and immediate openings. This service
is funded by the North Middlesex
Regional School District. Check out
the web site for the WJC
INTERFACE Referral Service at
interface.williamjames.edu.

Submitted by Pam Snaith
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Sunday Worship still at 10 am! 


