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È At the Heart of the Community - With the Community in Our Hearts È
asking everyone for donations of
baked goods.
Of course, we will need many hands to
set up and clean up for those who can
come early or stay late.
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Summer Band
Concert Night
June 16, 6 pm
There will be Band Concerts again this
year and the church has been offered
June 16 as its date! This news is hot
off the press, so there has been no time
to find a chairperson – it could be you!
Regardless of who chairs this fun
event, there is need for many hands to
make this run smoothly.
The music is scheduled for 7:30-9:30
pm, but our set up starts at 6 pm. The
workers at each table are responsible
for organizing their own table such as
food, table cloths, utensils etc.
(reimbursement is available from the
proceeds for major purchases).
Following are tables that have been
run in past years:
Grill and Soda
Games
Popcorn
Baked Goods
Fruit Salad
Fried Dough
Even if you can’t join in the fun that
night you can still help out! The fruit
salad table can use donations of cut up
fruit (strawberries, melon, blueberries
etc), and the baked goods table is

Look for more information in the
Spirit and in your emails once we have
a chairperson, and plan to join us on
June 16th, for a fun evening on the
Town Common!
Thank you for your time and
consideration.

We will be
celebrating
Pentecost on
Sunday, June 5

June Calendar:
13 Council Meeting
16 Band Concert
26 July/August Newsletter Deadline

...

No change!
We will continue to start worship
services at 10 am – see you there!

NRA “guns don’t kill people.
People kill people.” Well people
with guns have done an awful lot of
damage in May. So let’s stop selling
these weapons and make people use
their fists instead. They won’t get
very far before, I would hope, others
would step in and stop the violence.
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Pastor’s Letter
Dear Friends,
Just last month I wrote about the
hatred that was taking place in our
world. Since then there have been
three more mass shootings: one at a
church in Laguna Woods, California
in which one person was killed and
five injured; a second at a grocery
store in Buffalo, New York which
left ten people dead and three
injured; and just a few days ago in an
elementary school in Uvalde, Texas
where an 18 year old shot and killed
21 people (nineteen students and two
teachers) and wounded eighteen
other people, including his own
grandmother.
A month ago I asked the questions,
“why do we have to turn to violence
as the solution to our problem?
What it is about human nature that
causes us to do the absolute worst to
one another? Why can’t we find a
way to resolve
our problems
without
violence?”
Sadly I still
don’t have an
answer.
Actually, I do
have one answer
- stop selling
automatic
weapons. We
have heard the
stance of the
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Is all this the devil’s work?
Probably. I have met someone I felt
was as evil as could be so I know
that evil, call it Satan if you want,
exists. The question remains, how
do we fight the terror? Is there any
place that is safe any more? This
month has taught us that neither
churches, nor grocery stores, nor
schools nor even our own homes can
protect us from the evil that lurks
nearby. Of course we already knew
this from the dozens of mass
shootings these past few years alone.
So what do we do? You tell me. I
am too angry and burned out by the
hatred of these times. I am at a loss
to offer words of hope at this
moment.
Your interim pastor,

Greg

although no one stepped up to chair it.
We will be holding our holiday fair on
November 19; June Cloutier and
Cathy Hill will co-chair. We expect
that Greg’s Run will happen on
October 8, but there are no
chairpersons for this. We looked at the
various events that usually happen in
December, but determined that it is
too early to even try to make plans.

Spring Planning
Meeting Report

Our next two annual meetings were set
for January 8-Annual Business and
May 21-Spring Planning.

We had the shortest Spring Planning
Meeting that I can remember - less
than an hour (not counting the time
spent getting a quorum)!

Wanda Wilson and June Cloutier plan
to hold the free community dinners on
the third Thursday of Sept., Oct., Jan.,
Feb., Mar., and April.

The Pastor Search Committee has
been formed and consists of: Dave
Wilson, Pam Snaith, Kathy Duckett,
Cindy Miller, and Bill Coalter. Many
thanks to this group of people who are
looking to our future.

The fund-raiser dinners were
discussed and some of them have
chairpersons, but the first two suppers
do not: September 24 - no
chairperson; October 29 - no
chairperson; January 28 - Lee and
Kathy Duckett to chair; February 25 Bill and Louise Coalter to chair;
March 25 - Jody Burnham to chair;
April 29 - Wanda Wilson to chair.

Minister reports were approved. A
copy of these are posted on the
member only portion of our web site.
If you would like to have a copy sent
to you, just email Cathy Hill
(chill01469@gmail.com) and she can
send you a copy. Wanda Wilson gave
us an update regarding our heating
system: basically that it is still
functioning, but that it has passed it’s
expected lifetime and we should start
preparing for its replacement.
Our Governance Council was affirmed
as: Carole Gustafson, Moderator; John
D'Angelillo, Associate Moderator;
Nick Zielenkievicz, Minister for
Finance; Wanda Wilson, Minister for
Property; Beth Klein, Minister for
Congregational Care; and Nancy Lee,
Minister for Outreach.

Submitted by
Cathy Hill, TCC Clerk

Our church is a vital part of
the Townsend community
only as long as its people
(you) are actively involved.
Where can you help?

by Beth Klein and Carole Gustafson
Thank you to all who helped make
TCC's 2022 auction a success! We
raised over $14,750 (net) that will
benefit Townsend residents and the
surrounding communities. We are
especially grateful to Wanda Wilson,
who worked tirelessly securing over
80 business donations. Many others
helped setup/cleanup/organize and
worked the day of the auction. Thank
you to everyone in the church, in the
community and the local businesses
who donated items, gift cards, gift
baskets and other goodies.
We are grateful for the expertise Daryl
and Kathy Pelletier brought to the
bidding process, which allowed the
auction to run smoothly. They have
been an important part of our auctions
over the years.
A big thank you also goes out to
Barbara Goodwin, and the helpers in
the kitchen, who provided food and
desserts to keep us nourished during
the bidding.
Finally, a special thank you goes out
to everyone who donated to the
matching gift challenge. We earned
$6100.
The following businesses
supported this year’s auction:

We approved a change in the by-laws
to assign the Pastor as a voting
member of the Governance Council.
We did a somewhat abridged program
planning. It was determined that
worship start time will not change for
the summer; it will remain at 10 am.
We want to do an auction next year,

Auction Thank-You

Rosie Snaith will be graduating
from the Sizer School on June 8 and
will be attending Clark university in
the fall.
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110 Grill
Apple Meadow
Baros Ceramic Supply
Boston Duck Tours
Bouillon Bistro
Breen’s Diner
Bronze Bell
Brookline’s Finest
Butterfly Place
C & S Pizza
Central Mass Garden Center

Champion Cleaners
Chrysanthis
CinemaWorld
Cobblestone Quilts
Concord Museum
Cooperage
Cozy Corner Coffee Shop
Cozy Tea Cart
Custom Crew
Davis Farmland
Dolce Amar
Evans on the Common
Exotic Nails and Spa
Farmers Exchange
Flower Hutch
Forest Appliance
Gary's Too
Groton Inn
Hobart Village Antique
Mall
Hollis Country Kitchen
Ice Cream Factory
Ixtapa Grill & Cantina
Kelcie’s Hair Salon
Kimball Farms
King Farm
Lakeview Nursery
Lavender
Mane Attraction
Mariano Restaurant
Group
Mass Audubon
Michael Timothy's Dining
Group
NcNabb’s Pharmacy
New England Nails & Spa
New Impressions
Northern Spy Golf Club
Oak Craft Pizza
Parker's Maple Barn
Patriot Pizza & Subs
PC Lan
Peabody Essex Museum
Peticure
Pizza Pizazz
Quality Market
Settle Shop
Settlers Crossing
Slattery’s Restaurant
Sophia’s Pizzeria
Sterilite
Stewart’s Florist
The Shops at 30 Hollis
Street
Wilkins Farm Stand
Woods of Westminster

Our Toddlers spent the beginning of
the month gardening. They planted
both seeds and flower bulbs in pots
and also planted some seeds inside
ziplock baggies with a wet paper
towel! Taping the bags to the
classroom window allowed the
children to watch the seed actually
grow! They also had fun with the
themes of transportation, construction
and community helpers!
Hello TCC Friends!!
Happy June from VCCC!!*
So the month of May was a busy one
for VCCC, our school year seems to
moving forward at light speed and it's
so hard to believe that we will soon be
at the end even though it truly feels
like we just started! Throughout the
month the Preschool/PreK children
focused their learning on the themes of
Community Helpers, Insects and
Transportation! Art activities,
dramatic play, cooking projects,
stories and science experiments all
allowed the children many
opportunities to enhance their
cognitive skills, fine and gross motor
skills as well as enrich their creativity
and imaginations. The highlights
throughout the month were the field
trip visits the children and staff made
out into the community to see some
"Community Helpers" up close and
personal allowing them a look into the
important jobs they do. After
spending a couple of days "writing
letters" and talking about their home
addresses, a walking field trip to the
Townsend Post Office let the children
tour the facility with the Post Master
and mail their letters home! We had a
visit from the Townsend Police who
very generously brought a cruiser into
our parking lot so the children could
meet a police officer and explore the
inside of the cruiser! Both the Toddler
and Preschool/PreK classes went to
visit the Fire Station and then the
Farmer's Exchange where they got to
visit with chickens, ducks, turkeys,
rabbits and sheep!!
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Even our Infant friends are
participating in "formal" curriculum
activities! Throughout the month they
were immersed in Farm Animals and
Bugs!!! The teachers read lots of
stories and sang lots of songs that
correlated to those themes and
displayed lots of pictures. Because
our infants are growing so fast, they
are now able to have so many more
experiences, particularly in the
sensory area of their development. It's
so much fun to see their reaction to
different sensory
activities-fingerpainting with yogurt,
splashing and playing with plastic
ducks in a dishpan filled with water,
banging on a drum or a xylophone and
realizing they are making it make
"music"!!!
All the classes made beautiful
Mother's Day gifts for all our special
Moms! The Toddler children
decorated tote bags and the
Preschool/PreK children decorated
potholders with their handprints and
made very creative cards, while our
Infant class decorated picture frames
that held a candid photo of the baby in
the classroom!
June will find us finishing up the
school year, working on some special
Father's Day gifts, re-doing some of
our favorite activities, getting our
End-of -the Year Progress Reports out
to parents, and of course reminiscing
about all the fun we had throughout
the year! Our last day of school is
Friday, June 17th and what a GREAT
year it has been! Unfortunately, due
COVID, we will not be having our

usual “End of Year Family
Celebration” but will definitely do
some special activities in each
classroom.
And then it’ll be time for our Summer
Program to begin! By the way, we
still have some availability for our
Summer Program if you know of
anyone looking for one. (Infants
through age six.) We have LOTS of
fun activities planned and are hoping
for blue skies and sunny days so that
we can spend lots of time outside!!!
Before I end, I would like to once
again sincerely thank our TCC family
for your ongoing support of VCCC,
we always most appreciate your help
and generosity. From all the Staff, the
VCCC Board of Directors and myself,
we wish you all continued health and
happiness!
Carol Ciccolini,
VCCC Director

The Birthday Fund

Poetry
Corner

KINDNESS AND
GRATITUDE
In a world full of grief,
and trouble and strife,
we need to be kinder
and live a good life.
It's all right to differ
in what we do think,
there's no place for hatred…
don't go "off the brink".
Reach out to a neighbor
who may be in need,
our lives are made richer
by doing good deeds.

This is a fun way to contribute above
and beyond your regular giving to the
church to something above and
beyond our normal operating budget.
We appreciate those who have
participated so far. Simply make a
donation on (or around) your birthday
in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch
our gifts grow!

2-Elaine
D’Angelillo;
5-Trenton
Goyette and
Debra Greene;
6-Arnie
Howard;
8-Sydney Davidson; 13-June
Beauchesne; 24-Tyler Beauchesne,
Corey Martineau and Lorraine Misner;
26-Max Duckett; 28-Cheryl Borko

Find peace in a story
by reading a book,
through pages see places
you never would look.
Bring out your own goodness
by practicing love,
let patience and sweetness
fly free as a dove.
Let kindness be foremost
and lead us to be
grateful for living
in a land that is free!
Christine Clish

OUR BLESSINGS:
Chris Clish is joyful that her surgery
has been postponed.
We give thanks that Renee Fossey’s
bout with COVID was not too severe
and that she is back with us making
beautiful music.
We celebrate that Jessie Marshall had
her 100th birthday on May 11 - see
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picture below. If you would like to
send her good wishes, her address is:
Mrs. Jessie Marshall, c/o Erving
Marshall, 605 Shorewood Drive Unit
E404, Cape Canaveral, FL 32920.

Karen Baer is asking for prayers for
her sister-in-law, Barbara, as her
treatments proceed.
Karen also asks for prayers for her
friend, Pat, who has been diagnosed
with a serious illness and has begun
treatments.
We offer healing prayers for Carol
Swenor who was injured in a fall.

OUR CANCER
FIGHTERS:
We also celebrate Mary West’s
upcoming 100th birthday; there are
plans for an open house to visit with
her on June 30 - watch the Spirit for
more information.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Jason and Sarah Goyette,
20 years on June 1
Meg and Chris Genoter,
25 years on June 7
Ed and Cheryl C,
28 years on June 23
Louis & Dorothy DuBreuil,
69 years on June 27

We offer prayers of
healing and hope for
all those in our
immediate and
extended families who are in the midst
of battling cancer, and for all those
who care for and support them. Linda
Ireland. Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell
lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag
Graham, and Barbara Goodwin’s step
son, Tyler who both have
Non-Hodgkins lymphoma.

I have been given Ed and Cheryl C’s
address and will pass it on to anyone
who wishes to reach out to them, just
email me at chill01469@gmail.com.

LECTIONARY,
JUNE 2022
June 5, 2022 Day of Pentecost
First reading: Acts 2:1-21 or Genesis
11:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Second reading: Romans 8:14-17 or
Acts 2:1-21
Gospel: John 14:8-17, (25-27)
June 12, 2022 First Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Proverbs
8:1-4, 22-31; Psalm 8
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
none
Second reading: Romans 5:1-5
Gospel: John 16:12-15
June 19, 2022 Second Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings
19:1-4, (5-7), 8-15a; Psalm 42 and
43
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Isaiah 65:1-9; Psalm 22:19-28
Second reading: Galatians 3:23-29
Gospel: Luke 8:26-39
June 26, 2022 Third Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Kings
2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2,
11-20
Alternate First reading and Psalm: 1
Kings 19:15-16, 19-21; Psalm
16
Second reading: Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Gospel: Luke 9:51-62

OUR CONCERNS:
We pray for the people of the world,
especially for those who believe that
violence is the answer to their
troubles, but also for those who are the
victims of this violence.
We offer healing prayers for these
loved ones who are all recovering
from recent surgery: Ray Cutler
(corrective lung surgery); Moe
Tremblay’s friend, Cathy; Carol
Swenor’s sister-in-law, Elaine; Chris
Clish’s brother, Michael; Dominic
Caprigno; and for Sharl Rourke who is
recovering from her fourth surgery in
less than a year.

Remember to check the
members-only portion of
the TCC website for
updated reports.
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UNITED
CHURCH OF
CHRIST
NEWS

Read the full article at:
https://www.sneucc.org/blogdetail/thebridge-initiative-includes-and-inspires16495500
Reprinted with permission from the
Southern New England Conference, UCC,
sneucc.org.

I have been receiving regular news
emails from the SNEUCC for some
years, now, but this is the first time
something from Townsend was
featured. I thought it would be fun to
share it with you. The following is just
the beginning of the article and I have
copied in the link to the full article if
you want to read more.
Cathy

The Bridge Initiative
Includes and Inspires
In this piece, Debbie Gline Allen,
Minister of Faith Formation,
interviews Heather Rochette, founder
of the Bridge Initiative at Townsend
Congregational Church. Rochette
says:
"The Bridge Initiative is an
action-oriented movement that
addresses how we treat others. It is
noticing who is different from
ourselves and allowing the hand of
God to guide us to take action, letting
others know they are not alone. In the
context of what it means to follow
Jesus, we say that it’s okay to be
different. Yet, often outside of the
church, and even sometimes inside,
that is not always the case."

COMMUNITY
NEWS
Ashby Playground
Family Fun 5k - June 12
Registration Closes June 9
The Friends of the Ashby Playground
are excited to announce the first
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annual Friends of the Ashby
Playground Family Fun 5k. The
purpose of this event is to raise funds
to improve and update the Ashby
Playground located at Allen Field in
Ashby, MA. Our long-term goal is to
add on or replace the existing play
structure with something more modern
and targeted to a large age/ability
range as the current equipment is
dated and geared to older kids. The
race will begin and end at Allen Field
following an out and back course on
lightly-traffic roads through Ashby,
MA. The Friends of the Ashby
Playground is a subdivision of
Townsend Ashby Youth Baseball and
Softball, a local non-profit
organization. Race registration opened
March 1, 2022; since the early
registration period is over, registration
is now $25 and family registration is
$45 (up to 4 family registrants), and
will run through Thursday, June 9,
2022 when online registration will
close. You will be able to register
on-site up until 30 minutes before the
beginning of the race for $30. The first
50 registrants will also receive a race
shirt (family registrations not
included). Race shirts will also be
available for purchase. If there are any
questions, please contact Rebecca
Burnham at playground@taybs.org.
See registration link:
https://runsignup.com/Race/MA/Ashb
y/FriendsoftheAshbyPlaygroundFamil
yFun5k

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship/Sunday School at 10 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

