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SANTA PROJECT: Gifts
must be dropped off by
Dec. 8. See page 3 for
details. Thanks.

‘Tis the season for
very cheap turkeys!
Now is a wonderful time to buy your
turkey for our future turkey dinners in
the new year! If you do not plan on
offering up a turkey, but are willing to
provide freezer space to store a turkey
or two, that would also be very helpful.
Let us know.
We are looking for a few chair people
for the dinners in January and April. We
were hoping to have sit down dinners by
January, but it’s not looking hopeful.
Maybe by February! Please contact us if
you would be interested in chairing one
of these dinners.
Many thanks to the Ducketts and Jody
Burnham for chairing the February and
March dinners respectively.
Thank you for your time,
Wanda Wilson

It’s Not Too Late!
We will probably keep the
TCC Crafts table in
Fellowship Hall for the
first couple weeks in
December, in case you
have not had a chance to
look through all those
delightful goodies!

May you have a blessed Advent and a joyous Christmas
Celebration.

Pastor’s
Newsletter

Greg

Unlike our calendar year, which is
drawing to a close, in the
Christian Church the season of
Advent marks the beginning of the new year. Whether we
view the year as ending or only beginning the reality is that
Advent is probably the busiest, craziest time of the year when it should be the most peaceful.
Why do we allow this time to be so busy? We do it because
we can. We do it because society has led us to think we
should. We do it because it gives us an excuse to celebrate,
to be with our friends and family. Maybe we do it because
this time of the year is so dark and dreary, and the lights and
the parties brighten our lives and help us shake some of the
gloominess that we encounter each day.

A Summary of Advent & Christmas Dates
November 28 – The first Sunday of Advent
December 8 – Last day to drop off gifts for the Santa

How interesting that at the beginning of what has become
the busiest season of the year, Jesus implores us not to get
too caught up in the frenzy of life. Yet, we have taken the
season in which we are told to patiently wait for his birth
and turned it into the very thing Jesus warned against. Many
of the Advent scripture lessons remind us to stay awake,
stay alert and patiently await Christ’s return. In the parable
of the Ten Virgins and the missing bridegroom, Jesus tells
us that those who don’t remain alert and prepared run the
risk of missing his coming and, consequently, will not be
allowed into God’s Kingdom.

Project; must be dropped off at TEO or the Townsend
Public Library

December 12 – Sunday School Nativity. This event is
only going to happen if Amanda Caprigno is able to get
enough children to volunteer to take a part in this traditional
event. Please reach out to Amanda if you have any
questions.

December 19 – Christmas Caroling (meet at front of
Church at 2 pm, or in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 for singing
warm-ups).

My hope is that all this busy-ness does not keep us from
remembering the message of Advent - stay awake, stay alert
and patiently await the birth of our Savior Jesus the Christ.
It would be a shame if all of our preparing and rushing
around and shopping burned us out and kept us from
experiencing the true glory, the joy and the hope of
Christmas.

December 24 – One Christmas Eve service at 11 pm for
the candlelight service.

Then again, after the quiet and isolation of last Christmas
maybe the busy-ness is something we need or crave. On the
other hand, maybe some would like to revisit the simplicity
of the last Christmas season. Christmas at Townsend
Congregational Church is going to be a hybrid of busy and
simple. We will have a busy Advent with candle lightings,
some caroling (or so I am told) and maybe even a return of
the live nativity.
On Christmas Eve we will hold one in-person LIVE worship
at 11:00 PM. This will be a service of lessons and carols and
the traditional lighting of the candles. It promises to be a
special night. Additionally, there will be NO
WORSHIP on Sunday, December 26th.
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We are so happy to be doing takeout suppers! We have volunteers to
run the February and March
suppers, but need leaders for
January and April. Leave a message
in the church office if you are
interested or have questions.

THE SANTA
PROJECT Items needed by
December 8
Submitted by Kym Craven, TEO

We invite community members to drop off new and
unwrapped gifts with a value of up to $25 at TEO during
open hours which are Tuesday 9:30-11:30 am, Wednesday
5-7 pm, Saturday 9:30-11:30 am, and at the Townsend
Public Library (Hours: Mon. & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Tues, &
Thurs. 10 am-7 pm; Wed. 10 am-8 pm; Sat. 10 am-2 pm).

Just a quick reminder that, if we are
in the midst (or aftermath) of a
winter storm and you’re not sure if
the church is open, there will be a
message left on the church’s
answering machine (if there is
power) and on the church’s web site/Facebook. If the power
is out in the center of town, then the church will be closed.

TEO will also need approximately fifty $25 gift cards to any
of the following stores: Kohls, TJX, Target, JC Penney,
Walmart, or Old Navy. The gift cards allow parents and
caregivers to purchase clothing for the children, rather than
shoppers having to figure out sizes, colors, preferences etc.;
this worked out really well last year.
A list of gifts will also be listed on a sign up page that will
be posted to the TEO website www.teo-ma.org and the
TEO Facebook page.

CAROLING!
SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 19 AT
1:30 PM!

Tax deductible donations can be made to TEO, 82
Bayberry Hill Road, West Townsend MA 01474 or
www.gofundme.com/f/teo-needs-your-help.

We are gathering once more to
go out and bring some Holiday
Cheer to our Townsend neighbors –
and plan on having a good time
while we’re at it!! Come gather
together in front of the church at 2 pm and be prepared to
bring joy to the hearts of several people. Song books, filled
with many of your favorite carols, are provided. This is a
great family activity! In past years, we have culminated this
ministry with a gathering together for casual refreshments
and fellowship; our options for this are still being reviewed
at the time of this writing – look for an email update closer
to the event.

If anyone has any questions, they can call 978-877-6002 or
email info@teo-ma.org.

NO TREE
LIGHTING EVENT
THIS YEAR
TEO and TBA will have the
common decorated and lit for
the first Sunday in December.
TBA is once again holding the
Holiday Lights program.

Warm-Up! – come a half hour early for a warming-up
sing-a-long of your favorite carols. Lee McTighe will play
the piano for us and it will be just the thing to get us started.

Sadly, the COVID numbers are trending upwards and
nearing the levels of the same time in 2020. Given this, TEO
and TBA are not holding an in-person event.

If you have any questions, please call Lee McTighe
(978-790-5699).

Hopefully next year we can resume with the holiday concert
and in-person tree lighting.

Everyone is welcome!

Submitted by Kym Craven, TEO
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Sunday School Update: Now
Meeting During Worship
After much discernment, Sunday School no longer starts at
9 am; any school-aged children will come to the beginning
of worship and will be dismissed for Sunday School prior to
the sermon. If you have any questions about our Sunday
School program, please reach out to Amanda Caprigno.

Save Your
Canceled Stamps
For 39 years, Townsend
Congregational Church has
been saving canceled stamps to send to the Perkins School
for the Blind in Watertown. The stamps are sold to
collectors overseas and the proceeds fund a summer camp in
Maine for the Perkins School’s Boy Scout troop. This
outreach service was first introduced at TCC in 1982 by
Addie Kytta, a beloved church member. Lee McTighe
became friends with Addie and took over this stamp
program after Addie passed away. The collection box is at
the back of the sanctuary. Stamps should be trimmed,
leaving a quarter-inch border on all sides. Any and all
donations of your canceled stamps are gratefully accepted
and appreciated, as TCC continues with this ongoing
tradition.

3-Niles Busler; 5-Julianne Capone;
6-Michelle Enright; 7-Lorena
Carlson and Steve Cloutier;
11-Joseph Cloutier; 12-Justin Gay
and Kyra Genoter; 14-Cathy Parsons;
15-Melissa Gruber and Elsa
Sedgewick; 17-Donna Howard;
18-Jock Snaith; 19-Nancy Clough;
20-Pam Snaith; 21-Carol Swenor;
23-Jillian Hersey; 25-David Butz

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
I would like to gratefully thank everyone who helped to
make the Greens Table for the fair successful this year!
Those who donated baskets and decorations, cut greens,
helped to move everything to the vestry, and came forward
to create the baskets, then covered the table the day of the
fair played an important part! It takes a village to have the
Greens Table happen, and you all did it well!

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We
appreciate those who have participated so far. Simply make
a donation on (or around) your birthday in the amount of
your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our
gifts grow!

Thank you!
Wanda
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Thanks for Our
Stewardship
Speakers

Thanks from the Minister for
Property
In November, I presented a list to the congregation of the
things that needed to get done before winter. Many people
graciously signed up to complete the tasks. Thank you to
everyone who helped to ready the church for winter! Thank
you, also, to all those who help to maintain our church
building and property throughout the year. Your dedication
to TCC is greatly appreciated!

This year, we were blessed to hear
the uplifting stories of four of our
members: John D’Angelillo, Louise
Coalter, June Cloutier and Barbara
Goodwin.
Thank you to all of these faithful
people for helping us to understand
the importance of good stewardship, both inside and outside
of our church.

Blessings,
Wanda

Cathy Hill

Remember to check the members-only
portion of the TCC website for updated
meeting minutes.

Thanks for An
Amazing Holiday
Fair!

Hello TCC Friends!
Happy December from VCCC!

Thank you to all who helped to
run our recent Holiday Fair on
November 20! We had a lot fewer
people who were able to help this
year, but our dedicated department chairs and workers made
our fair strong and unique, anyway. From the festive greens
area to our stunning raffle baskets, delicious bistro and
beyond, it is a delight to open our doors to the community –
and enjoy it ourselves! We send out sincere appreciation to
all our bakers, crafters, cooks, and greens and basket artists
who work for the beauty and success of our fair. Also,
thanks, again, to the high school’s NOLA team who helped
with setup. We are fortunate to have a church like ours.

Well, our school year has been rolling right along, full steam
ahead! Very hard to believe we’re moving into month four
already! Guess that old saying, “time flies when you’re
having fun” is definitely true as we have been having FUN!!
So, throughout the month of November our classes found us
focusing on the themes of “Life on the Farm”, “The
Harvest”, “Colonial Days”, “Colors and Shapes”, and of
course, “Thanksgiving”! Both the Toddler and the
Preschool/Pre-K classrooms had fun exploring all aspects of
the farm, especially painting with mud by driving toy
tractors through a paint tray of mud and driving them all
over paper to make cool designs! Cooking projects in both
classrooms again allowed the children to work on math and
science skills as they made homemade cornbread and
banana bread, YUM!! While learning about how people
lived in the early colonial days, the Preschool/PreK children
tried writing with feathers! A special home/school
connection was made when each child took home a big
paper “turkey feather” to decorate with their families. When
completed, they brought the feather back to school and it

This year, we were concerned about a possible lack of
shoppers due to the pandemic, but we were blessed with a
steady flow of happy shoppers for most of the day!
Thanks to everyone!
The 2021 Holiday Fair Committee
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was attached to a big turkey on the classroom bulletin
board!
While the teachers are always incorporating the concepts of
family, friendship, sharing and caring into their daily
curriculum, the month of November tends to highlight those
concepts even more, and so, to further emphasize the
importance of those concepts, we asked our parents to take
their child grocery shopping with them and allow them to
pick out an item or two to then donate to our “Caring &
Sharing” collection of canned and dry food goods which we
then donated to the local TEO.
We are looking forward to lots of holiday fun throughout the
month of December. The children will be participating in
lots of activities that highlight how people all around the
world celebrate their holidays. We will read stories, play
different games, create beautiful art projects, and of course
continue with the cooking projects that the children are most
enjoying!

2021 GIFT
BASKET RAFFLE
WINNERS

From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors, and
myself, we wish our TCC family a healthy and happy month
of December, and may the joy, wonder and magic of the
Christmas season touch you all!!

By Christine Clish
Thank you to all who contributed
and donated items for the basket
raffle. This year there was an
all-time high of 44 great baskets filled with a variety of
items that were of interest to everyone. I am so thankful that
everyone has been willing to share their talents by
contributing to this part of the fair. I appreciate your
generosity so much. Because of all who contributed, the
raffle baskets were a huge success.

Carol Ciccolini,
VCCC Director

Here is a list of all the people who won baskets:
Deck of Cards, Tracy Ackins; Set Your Holiday Table, Lisa
Lamoureux; Chocolate Season w/Starbucks, Ed Cutler;
Dinner is Served, Laura Niles; Assorted Handmade Cards,
Nicole Anderson; Assorted Handmade Cards, Kate Roussin;
Sweet & Salty Snacks, Ray Cutler; Assorted Handmade
Cards, Cathy Hill; GMA Deals and Steals, Cheyenne Coon;
Porcelain Ornaments, Terry Duggan; Kids Craft w/Mickey,
Ann McGee; Bath & Body, Carole Gustafson; Holiday
Breakfast, Lennart Swanson; Bird Lovers Basket, Madison
Hamilton; Dress Up Bears, Ann Schmitz; Assorted
Chocolates, Lisa Careau; Scentsy Candles, Kelly Burke;
Angel Bear & Friends, Cheyenne Coon; Six Christmas
Bears, Debra Alamed; Spa Day, Tracy Ackins; Cozy Soup
Bowl, Lee Duckett; Bake a Cake, Jody Burnham; Happy
Birthday, Jayvian Terrell; Pedicure, Elaine D’Angelillo;
Playful Pals, Laura Filiatrault; Ornaments, Sarah Corey;
Counted Cross Stitch, Janet Cote; 24 Wine Glasses, Ann Mc
Gee; Honey Assortment, Sarah Corey; Hot Chocolate &
Tea, Vickie Brunelle; Assorted Handmade Cards, Ann Mc
Gee; Two Maple Syrup Gift Bags, Elaine D’Angelillo;
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OUR CONCERNS:

Puzzles, Darlene Champagne; In The Woods Soaps, Wanda
Wilson; Puzzle Art, Janet Cote; Chocolate Fondue, Moe
Tremblay; Tea Basket, Sarah Fortwingler; Bottle of Wine in
Flannel Bag, John Boutwell; Maple Syrup, Judy Russell;
Bloomery Gift Certificate, Carole Gustafson; Kick Back &
Relax, Susan Dillberg; Girls Fun Craft, Ray Cutler; Sterilite
Assortment, Lynne Garafola; Sterilite Assortment, M.J.
Rossbach.

We continue to pray for all those afflicted with COVID-19,
and for all their caregivers. We pray for those who continue
to be isolated from loved ones due to the pandemic. We pray
for all those who are unemployed or underemployed.
Prayers for Heather Nixon’s stepson, Matt, who is dealing
with ongoing health problems. Prayers for Doris Poindexter
Smith, who was just diagnosed with a serious medical issue.
Healing prayers for Alice Struthers. We offer prayers of
consolation for Cindy Miller on the passing of her cousin,
Del. Prayers for Joseph Cloutier as he deals with difficult
treatments. Prayers for Karen Baer’s sister-in-law as she
deals with a new diagnosis. We keep Kathy Perkins in our
prayers as she deals emotionally and physically with
pancreatic cancer. We pray for Sandy LaPointe’s brother-inlaw, Chris, who has terminal cancer.

Congratulations to all !!!

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for
all those who care for and support them.
Linda Ireland. Kathy Perkins. Lorraine M,
cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag
Graham, and Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler who both
have Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?
Go to www.heifer.org today and give the
gift that really makes a difference!

OUR BLESSINGS:
Joys for Karen Baer’s sister, who had
successful surgery. We continue to give thanks for the
ministry of Pastor Greg. We give thanks for our new church
secretary, Judy Karkane, and for all her efforts to maintain
order in the midst of our chaos.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Michael and Jean Sobol, 60 years on Dec. 16
Peter and Cathy Hill, 37 years on Dec. 25
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LECTIONARY, DECEMBER 2021
December 5, 2021 - Second Sunday of Advent
First reading: Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79
Second reading: Philippians 1:3-11
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

December 19, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
First reading: Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Second reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
Gospel: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

December 12, 2021 - Third Sunday of Advent
First reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
Second reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 3:7-18

December 26, 2021 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Colossians 3:12-17
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2021
Nov. 28

1

First Sunday of
Advent

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

5 Worship/SS

6

7

8

Saturday

GOD IS
STILL
SPEAKING

2

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

COMMUNION
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

12 Worship/SS 13

14

Nativity?

19 Worship/SS 20

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

21

2 pm Caroling

26 No Worship 27
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE

15

22

11 pm Christmas
Eve service

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

28

29

30

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship/Sunday School at 10 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

