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Our First Supper in 16
Months!!

We had our first supper since the
pandemic hit last year - and it was a hit!
We raised about $1,500 for the ministries
of the church. Thanks to Jody Burnham
for organizing it, and thanks to all who
helped in any way.

It was good to be working together again!

And, Speaking of Working
Together...

We have a band concert on July 29 (see
page 2) and we are holding our holiday
fair again (see pages 3 and 4). Take a look
to see how you can be a part of the TCC
community.

Cathy Hill
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Registration is now open. Time is short:
reach out to the Council now if you are
interested in expanding your horizons. See
more on page 6.
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Pastor’s Newsletter

Dear Friends,

Summer of 2021 is shaping up to be more “normal” than that

of 2020.  There are actual people in sporting arenas, rather

than cardboard pictures of people in the stands.  Rock concerts

are coming back.  Even the Townsend Band has scheduled

performances on the common starting in July.

We, too, will be gathering for worship every Sunday,

beginning at 9:30 am.  These services will last between 30 - 45

minutes.  It will be a basic worship service with some hymns,

some prayers, a scripture lesson and a sermon.  There will not

be an official choir, but if you want to come a few minutes

early (let's say 9:00) we can create a “pop-up” choir, like we

did on music Sunday.  Then again, if anyone is interested in

performing a solo, or duet, we would be delighted to include

you in the service.  Just reach out to Renee or myself and let

us know when you would like to perform and whether you will

need someone to accompany you.

I know we have been asked to host one

of the aforementioned band concerts

and you will find more information

about that elsewhere in this

newsletter.  I hope you will sign

up to help and join in the fun. 

It is good to be able to have

community activities together

once again.  Let's make the

most of these opportunities.

Have a nice summer.  See you in

church,

Greg

Summer Band
Concert Night
July 29, 6 pm

There will be Band Concerts again this year starting July 8th,
and the church has been offered July 29th as its date! We need
to know who will be available to share in the fun and
fellowship by working at the concert! The music is scheduled
for 7:30-9:30 pm, but our set up starts at 6 pm.  The workers
at each table are responsible for organizing their own table
such as food, table cloths, utensils etc (reimbursement is
available from proceeds for major purchases).  Here are the
tables and needs thus far:

Grill and Soda - 3 more people

Games - 4-6 people

Popcorn - 1 more person.

The bake, fruit salad, and fried dough tables are all set.

If there is interest in another table, and enough workers, it can
be added.

Even if you can’t join in the fun that night you can still help
out! The fruit salad table can use donations of cut up fruit
(strawberries, melon, blueberries etc), and the baked goods

table is asking everyone for donations of baked
goods.

Even if a table is all set for people and you would
like to join us, please come! The more the
merrier!

Of course, we will need many hands to set up
and clean up for those who can come early or
stay late.

So please join us on July 29th, for a fun evening on
the Town Common! Please contact Wanda Wilson,
wswilson7652@yahoo.com, or the church office
soon to sign up for your table or area of the lawn
party at the concert!

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Wanda Wilson
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Dear Sunday school friends and family I’d like to take this
moment to thank you for your participation in this year, an
interesting experience in Christian education. Looking ahead,
I am very excited to begin a new year of Christian education
for our children. I have been researching different curriculums
and I would love to have the congregation’s input. please
reach out with any ideas, questions, comments or concerns and
I would be happy to talk with you. So again thank you for
muddling through this year with me and continuing to grow
our church through Christian education. Can’t wait to see you
in September.

Amanda Caprigno
Sunday School Superintendent

COOL!

The Church Council recently
learned that our 20 year
old, upstairs air conditioner
needs a new compressor and
coil that will cost over $5,000;
quite a surprise during a fiscally challenging
year! As of Music Sunday, people have graciously donated
over $1,000 to help defray some of the cost. Anyone who
would like to donate to the air conditioner repair fund may do
so digitally, through the mail, or drop an envelope off at the
church office Monday through Thursday, 9 am to1 pm. Please
let the church know that the donation is for the air conditioner.
Any donation will be gratefully accepted!

Thank you for your time and generosity,

Wanda Wilson,
Minister for Property

  Agapé Handbell Choir

While you are enjoying the summer, please
consider the possibility of joining our Agapé

Handbell Choir in the fall! New members are always
welcome! Wednesday practices will resume in early October.
If you are interested or have any questions, please contact
Wanda Wilson at wswilson7652@yahoo.com or 978-
597-6803 for more information.

               – AND/OR – 

Consider joining the senior choir in
September. We meet for an hour
and a half on Wednesday nights and for a little while before
worship on Sunday mornings. It’s a whole lot of fun and very
rewarding, spiritually.    Give it a try!

THE GREENS TABLE FOR THE FAIR IS SEEKING
MEDIUM AND SMALL BASKETS OF ALL SHAPES!

We have many huge baskets, but really need
smaller ones to offer a dazzling variety of festive

arrangements.
We could use any larger, oblong baskets that can
be used as cemetery baskets as they are always

in high demand!
We would also be happy to recycle any items

used to decorate the baskets!
If you have any of these items to share, please

bring them to the church or contact Wanda
Wilson at wswilson7652@yahoo.com. Thank you

for your help!!

-3-



Get an Early Start on
Holiday Fair Preparations!

We have had sooo many people asking if we are
going to hold our Holiday Fair this year and we are

so excited to say - YES! So, mark your
calendars for the Saturday before

Thanksgiving, November 20, 2021.

Yes, that’s many months from now,
but summertime is a great season to

work on craft projects and clean out
closets while looking for treasures.

Thank you to all those who have already
stepped forward to take charge of a “table”; we are still
looking for leaders for the regifting table, apple pie making,
and the bistro. June Cloutier says she can take charge of the
Bistro if someone else will take her place as Santa’s helper
(takes photos and emails those photos to the families).

The Regifting Table includes both new and very lightly used
items that do not fit in your current lifestyle but would be
perfect for another. Please take a look around your house this
summer to see if you have anything like this tucked away. And
– if you, or someone else, likes to create handcrafted items,
these would be perfect for TCC’s Craft Table, which did
fabulously well last year! Thank you for all your creativity!

Some other things you can do to get an early start on our
festive Holiday Fair are:

i Think up a fun theme and start collecting interesting things
for the Basket Raffle;

i Save your nice spare baskets for the greens arrangements;
collect pine cones if you want to work with those, look
online for creative ideas.

We will have apple pie night in the fall but
could use a coordinator to ask for donations
and workers in advance. It’s a fun night of
work and play; we usually have many helpers
but advance prep helps a lot.

Thank you to all,

The 2021 Holiday Fair Committee

TCC Outreach News

After a lapse of a few years, the Outreach Ministry has
reached out with donations to two very special organizations,
one local and one not so local. 

Locally: Townsend, unfortunately, is experiencing a high
rate of opioid and other drug addiction. Pastor Greg has
recently undergone training with the Restoration Recovery
Center out of Fitchburg (rrcifitchburg.com) to learn about
addiction and how to treat an overdose with Narcan. The
organization also sponsors meetings on Friday nights at the
Methodist Church, but due to some repair work being done
there, they are meeting at TCC for a few weeks. We have
donated gift cards from Dunkin Donuts, Townsend Pizza and
Sophia’s from Outreach funds for refreshments to be served
during their meetings.

Not-so-locally: we have donated money to the New Hope
Orphanage in Williamson, Haiti. This orphanage is the
p r i m a r y  p r o j e c t  o f  t h e  Z a n m i  P r o j e c t
(zanmiproject.weebly.com), an organization Kristin Lee
(daughter of Nancy and Dick) and her team have been
supporting for about 7 years. Between COVID-19, unrest and
some very dangerous political issues in Haiti over the past few
years, Kristin and her team have not been able to visit and
bring much needed items to the orphanage – clothing, shoes,
medicine. Adding to the challenge, the orphanage building is
in need of some major repairs and construction materials in
Haiti are very expensive.  It is the rainy and hurricane season
and the biggest need right now is a new roof. The current roof
is several years old and leaking. The funds donated will go
towards replacing the roof to keep the kids safe and dry.

For more information about either of these Outreach projects,
please contact me. Stay tuned for more Outreach to our
community and the world. 

Nancy Lee, Interim Minister for Outreach
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Remember to check the members-only
portion of the TCC website for updated

reports.

The Birthday Fund

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate

those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!

3-Kaily Urato; 5-Debby Coalter
and Rosie Snaith; 6-Glenda Profit
and Wanda Wilson; 8-Bruce
Beauchesne, Kim Emerson;
9-Laura Gustafson; 13-Ivy
Johnson; 22-Joan Bullard;
24-Gary Hatch and Benjamin
Hersey; 25-Megan Bruns and
Chris Genoter; 26-Kristina
Cormier; 28-Holly Lyn

Beauchesne and Hayden Urato; 31- Carole Gustafson

1-Jodi Robinson; 2-Amanda
Rochette; 3-Alan Beauchesne; 
4-Charlie Duckett; 7-Tammy
Blackburn; 8-Michael Cloutier; 11-
Lyn Bennett; 15-Summer Goyette;
23-Grant Swenor; 
24-Myahliya Carney; 26-Cathy
Hill and Robert Nicoll; 27-Lisa
Burnham; 28-Ryan Benson

THANK-YOU FROM THE
MINISTER FOR PROPERTY!

As we wind down for the summer, I would like to thank all the
many, wonderful people who have given their help to church
throughout this difficult year. Even though the church building
was basically closed, except for the office and worship
services, the job of keeping the building “going” continued.
Heat was monitored, doors checked, sidewalks shoveled,
lawns mowed, painting and repair projects completed, and
general upkeep was needed to continue so the church would
be ready for that glorious day when we returned! 

Along with general upkeep, there were some major repairs that
needed to be completed. The front wall in the Narthex was
repaired and painted, the leak in the slate roof over the
sanctuary was repaired, our shed was repaired and we are still
waiting for the VCCC’s shed to be replaced after both were hit
by a truck in November. The back walkway has been
refurbished.

Well, that glorious day has come! The pandemic continues to
recede and we are opening up!
Hallelujah! The church property is
ready for all the wonderful activities
and worship events that will once
again happen at TCC because of the
very gracious and generous time
given by many volunteers. So many
of you repaired or painted for free
or reduced prices, volunteered to
clean up after the shed was
destroyed, helped at the clean up
day, checked thermostats, or
stepped in when needed for our
property. Others made monetary
donations to complete the bigger
projects, reducing the costs
drastically!

Our church is truly blessed to have
so many stewards who have given
their time, talents and treasure this
past year, and I, along with your
church family, thank everyone who
contributed. May you now enjoy the
joy of discipleship and spirituality
in the church you lovingly cared for
during the pandemic. You are the
best!

Thank you, and thank you again!

Wanda Wilson
Minister for Property
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Wedding Anniversaries:
Paul and Heather Nixon, 13 years on July 26
Lee and Kathy Duckett, 33 years on August 6
Charlie and Rebecca Hersey, 31 years on August 11
Niles and Michele Busler, 52 years on August 24
David and Wanda Wilson, 48 years on August 25

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS

A special Virtual General Synod 33

Join us July 11 – 18, 2021

Registration is now open.

The 33rd biennial meeting of the United Church of Christ will
be held online this year, making it a unique opportunity for
anyone in the denomination to attend without the burden of
travel expenses or time away from family and work. The event
is packed full of activities, worship, and workshops that are
designed to give a glimpse into the wider church and allow
access to educational opportunities that can help local
congregation's in leadership, growth, and giving.

For an in-depth article written by Hans Holznagel and
published on June 21, 2021, go to this web site:

https://www.ucc.org/advocates-ask-church-to-embrace-conte
mplation-rethink-earths-rights/

******

Emerging
Stronger:
Healing Stories
From Mayan
Women

July 21, 1-2:30 pm via
Zoom

Join Elena Huegel, Global Ministries missionary to Mexico, as
she shares women's stories of healing.

The purpose of this virtual workshop is to glean wisdom about
dignity, kindness and the fullness of life from the experiences
of Mayan women, and in the process, learn about Global
Ministries and its partnerships with local communities such as
the Institute for Intercultural Studies and Research and its
“Roots in the Ruins: Hope in Trauma” program in Chiapas,
Mexico. Registration coming soon! 

OUR BLESSINGS: 

We are blessed to be able to safely gather with loved ones. It
has been far too long and it is such joy to be in their company
again!

We are blessed and so excited to have been able to offer a take
away church dinner this June!

We are thankful for our Pastor, Greg Schmidt, who genuinely
cares about our congregation and the future of our church. His
tireless efforts do not go unnoticed.

Congratulations to Samantha Miller for being a 2021 graduate
of NMRHS in June.

We give thanks for our Music Sunday; a service full of joyous
music. It almost seems we are on the verge of "normalcy".

We join with Kim Emerson in giving thanks that both of her
daughters did extremely well in school this past year (straight
A’s), and her son started a new job about 2 months ago at
Hannaford and he loves it! It is a great fit for him and he feels
valued and appreciated.
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OUR CONCERNS:  

We pray for Arnie Howard’s mother, Joan, who has brain, lung
& abdominal cancer. She is in Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital
right now but will be going home to hospice soon.

Gloria Vogel is home and recovering from her surgery; we
keep her in our prayers as she receives physical therapy at
home to continue her recovery.

Father Jeremy St. Martin asks for prayers for the newest
Christian minister in our midst, Fr. Sean Maher; may he serve
well and be blessed with a cooperative congregation.

We offer prayers of consolation for the family and friends of
Brian Cormier’s good friend, Ben, who passed away
unexpectedly.

We pray for Wanda Wilson’s sister, Sharon, who is recovering
at home.

We pray for Lee McTighe’s son, Christopher, who has been
diagnosed with a painful condition known as Ramsey Hunt
Syndrome.

We offer healing prayers for Carole Gustafson’s granddaughter
who broke her wrist.

We offer prayers of consolation for the friends and family of
Rob Marshall, a very good friend of Kim Emerson, who passed
away on June 24.

We offer healing prayers for Mark C, a friend of Chris Clish
who is battling 2 serious health issues.

We continue to pray for all those who are caregivers and first
responders, for all those who are unemployed or under-
employed, and for all those who are grieving the loss of a
loved one.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS: 

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma;
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag Graham, and Barbara Goodwin’s
step son, Tyler who both have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma;
Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul
Martineau), breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s
brother), chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher;
Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Bob (friend of
the D’Angelillo family); Ken (friend of Lee McTighe); Cheryl
Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe Tremblay),

Multiple myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest brother, Ray,
prostate cancer.

LECTIONARY JULY 2021

July 4, 2021 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; Psalm 48
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 2:1-5; Psalm

123
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Gospel: Mark 6:1-13

July 11, 2021 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Psalm

24
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Amos 7:7-15; Psalm

85:8-13
Second reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel: Mark 6:14-29

July 18, 2021 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm

89:20-37
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm

23
Second reading: Ephesians 2:11-22
Gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 25, 2021 -Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14
Alternate First reading and Psalm: 2 Kings 4:42-44; Psalm

145:10-18
Second reading: Ephesians 3:14-21
Gospel: John 6:1-21
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COMMUNITY NEWSLECTIONARY, AUGUST 2021

August 1, 2021 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel 11:26 - 12:13a; Psalm

51:1-12
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15;

Psalm 78:23-29
Second reading: Ephesians 4:1-16
Gospel: John 6:24-35

August 8, 2021 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33;

Psalm 130
Alternate First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings 19:4-8; Psalm

34:1-8
Second reading: Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Gospel: John 6:35, 41-51

August 15, 2021 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14; Psalm

111
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Proverbs 9:1-6; Psalm

34:9-14
Second reading: Ephesians 5:15-20
Gospel: John 6:51-58

August 22, 2021 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings 8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30,

41-43; Psalm 84
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18;

Psalm 34:15-22
Second reading: Ephesians 6:10-20
Gospel: John 6:56-69

August 29, 2021 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Song of Solomon 2:8-13; Psalm

45:1-2, 6-9
Alternate First reading

and Psalm:
Deuteronomy 4:1-2,
6-9; Psalm 15

Second reading: James
1:17-27

Gospel: Mark 7:1-8,
14-15, 21-23

Events at the Townsend Public Library

Looking for something to do with the kids, or just for
yourself? Check out what’s happening at your local library!
The state-wide summer reading program for all ages kicked
off on June 21 at the Townsend Public Library, and their
calendar of events can be found at townsendlibrary.org

William James College
INTERFACE Referral
Service

INTERFACE is a mental health referral service that is
available for all residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby.
Just call 888-244-6843 during normal business hours (M-F,
9-5) and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental
health professional, or an advanced level graduate student,
who will discuss the situation with you, and then call you back
with a referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings. This service is
funded by the North Middlesex Regional School District.
Check out the web site for the WJC INTERFACE Referral
Service at interface.williamjames.edu.

Submitted by Pam Snaith
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Worship  at 9:30 am


