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help you chart a course for your future and help lead you
wherever that might be. I can only ask that you trust me.
May is going to be filled with opportunities to come and talk.
I am going to put a few rocking chairs on the portico in the
front of the church and will sit there every Wednesday (May
5, 12, 19, 26) from 10 am until 12 pm. You are welcome to
come and talk to me during those times.

Pastor’s
Newsletter

You are also invited to bring a chair and a beverage and join
me on the back lawn on Tuesdays (May 4, 11, 18, 25) from 7
- 8 pm. If it rains we will go into Fellowship hall and open all
the windows. You only need to attend one meeting. You are
invited to come and stay for 10 minutes or two hours.

Dear Friends,

If we need more times, I will schedule them. If you would
rather talk to me privately, in person or via zoom or phone, or
even in your yard, I would be happy to do that as well. Please
call me at the church and I will set up a time for us to meet.
The more people who speak to me the better, so I will go out
of my way to make your voice be heard.

Now that we can gather outside, and maybe in small groups
inside, it is time to begin the most important work this church
has ever done. We need to talk about the past, present and
future of the church.
It is not a stretch to say these conversations are a matter of life
and death for Townsend Congregational Church. It is my
professional opinion, for whatever that is worth, that you are
a church in crisis. You don’t have enough money or people to
survive for very long. What you might not know is that only
22 people have pledged to support the church financially in
2021. It is just not possible for any church to survive with that
little support for very long. Additionally, there are not enough
members willing to volunteer for the jobs that make the church
run. Without the financial and physical support of the
membership your church is going to die. I am sorry to tell you
this, but you need to be aware of these facts. That is why these
conversations are so important. They are about your future.

Once the meetings are completed, the hope would be to form
a search committee and begin the work of finding the next
minister to lead you into a joyous future. Please come and help
me help you.
Faithfully yours,

Greg

The past cannot be changed. Yes, you have had some difficult
times and relationships but that is now in the past. The future
is where your hope lies. So I hope you will come and share
with me your hopes, dreams and fears for the church. We need
to have honest, and probably difficult, conversations about
what has happened and how to move forward. I, and you as a
congregation, need to hear how much the church means to you
and what you are willing to do for and give to the church in
order to keep it alive. I would like to think that we can have
hopeful and helpful conversations with the goal of breathing
new life into these walls.
The other option is to talk about how we bring the almost 300
years of life and ministry you have had in Townsend to an
end. While that conversation would be difficult to have, many
churches have had this conversation and, thanks to the
pandemic, many more are struggling with these very same
issues right now. You are not alone.
I understand that this requires a HUGE amount of trust in me
(someone you barely know due to the times). You have hired
me to help you through this transition. I want very much to
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Share Your Blessings With TCC!
Dear Friends,

Looking For Help
With Updating Our
Church’s Web Page

Our Stimulus Fund-raiser is well underway and is continuing
to grow; as of April 25, we have raised $5,660!
Someone told me that many have not received their checks
yet! This fund-raiser does not have an end date, so please
consider donating to the Stimulus Fund-raiser when your
check arrives. $140 is the suggested donation to collectively
reach our goal of $14,000, but any amount is greatly
appreciated by your church!

If we all work together, we can do it!

We are looking for people who are
interested in helping us give our TCC web page a much
needed and well-deserved makeover. If you have experience
in graphic arts, or web design or just know what you are doing
with building a web page, now is the time to give your time
and talents to TCC. Please email the Worship team at
katduck54@outlook.com and join the fun.

Thank you for your consideration!

TCC Worship Task Team

To everyone who has donated thus far...Bless You!

Wanda

The Birthday
Fund

What are you waiting for? Sunday
Worship is now on Facebook Live!

This is a fun way to
contribute above and
beyond your regular giving
to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!

On March 21, we moved our online worship service to
Facebook Live. This provides a better audio and video
presentation for those of you watching online. You do not
need to have a Facebook account to watch the service
(although you will if you want to “chat”). On Sunday morning
simply go to the church Facebook page which can be found
here:
https://www.facebook.com/TownsendCongregationalChurch
You will see the worship service beginning at 10 am. It is that
easy. It is a presentation-only transmission; there is no twoway interaction, unless you want to type something into the
chat. You do not need to worry about your microphone or
camera being on or off. No one will be able to see you sitting
in your pajamas!

2-William Hunt; 7-Nyla
Carney; 8-Teddy
Burnham; 9-Barbara Goodwin; 11-Jessie Marshall and
Shane Miller; 14-Jim Misner; 15-Andrew Reeves; 16-Ben
Mulrenan; 18-Kathleen Avison; 22-Virginia Hunt; 23-Bill
Coalter, Brydon Emerson and Sheila Miller; 25-David
Bennett; 28-Sandi Shepherd-Gay.

We still use Zoom for the Christian Education program (for all
ages) before worship and for the fellowship time after
worship. The Zoom link for these two events is copied in
below and included in the weekly Spirit.
https://zoom.us/j/96280207284?pwd=SDBYK2hBV
jlWOGJvQjRIdVYvbkhtUT09

As you may know, I try to include the names of all members
and their families (and some friends) in the monthly birthday
list; whether they are designated active or inactive. During this
time of pandemic, it is especially meaningful to receive
birthday greetings from friends, and I hope you will take the
time to reach out and share your love.
–Cathy Hill

If that is not working, the meeting ID is 962 8020 7284 and
the pass-code is 174445
And lastly, if you need to dial in (where you will then need to
enter the meeting ID and Pass-code on your phone), the
number to call is 1-646-876-9923.
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but needs additional state funding. He recently passed his
driver's test and was very happy about that.

An Update from Our Minister for
Finance

One of the women who worked closely with Flo and the very
strong Women’s group there at their church recently died; she
was their oldest church member.

É Contributions year to date totaled $29,736.
É This breaks down as: General Fund received to
date $23,292; Outreach received to date: $822;
Birthday Fund received to date $372; Stimulus
Fund-raiser received to date: $4,690; UCC
Member Dues received to date $560

I have told Lungani about our TCC online and limited
in-person services in the past year, our precautions in our
section of the US and the situations in schools here, too. We
are further ahead in our vaccinations and know we are lucky
for that.

É Arrearage year to date total $(9,033)

He always signs off “with love to all of us” at TCC from all of
our friends in Lamontville.

2021 Stewardship Update:
É A second stewardship request was emailed to
members and friends of TCC.
General Fund - $56,886 Pledged (22 Pledges)
Outreach - $2,500 Pledged

BEYOND
OUR WALLS
Messages from Lamontville
June Cloutier, Correspondent
Our Lamontville contact at our sister church in South Africa,
Lungani Msiya, and I have emailed a few times during the
pandemic. Their church is online still and their minister, who
was sick, has been discharged from the hospital and is
stronger. Lungani was hoping that they would return to some
in-person worship in early March but they are dealing with the
variant virus, also. They were vaccinating health professionals
first and then others in the last few weeks. Last summer they
were able to be open at church for a limited capacity but
eventually had to close down when there was a strict
lockdown. In late February they were able to lift some
protocols but still kept many restrictions in place. They have
similar “large gathering” problems that we have in the US,
especially with younger college-age crowds and others who
don’t social distance.

We did not receive a VCCC update this month, but we know
that Carol Ciccolini is working with the VCCC Board to get
the Center ready for re-opening in August. Be sure to spread
the word to anyone you know who is looking for a quality
preschool program.

The schools had most students online, although some high
school levels and university students were in person. Lungani
is studying Community Development at the University of SA
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Swenor in our prayers as Grant remains in hospice care. We
pray that a way may be found to overcome the challenges and
difficulties the nation is facing. We pray for everyone working
at the COVID-19 vaccination sites, and also pray for patience
for all those still waiting for their vaccine. We continue to
offer healing prayers for Kathy Duckett who is recovering
from surgery, and prayers for her family who are caring for
her. We also continue of offer healing prayers for Dorothy
DuBreuil. We pray for June Cloutier’s mother, Lauretta, as
she adjusts to living in her new memory care facility. We keep
Carol Ciccolini’s husband, John, in our prayers as he
continues to recover. We offer prayers of consolation to all the
family and friends of Steve Kurian, who passed away
suddenly at the age of 42; Steve was a good friend of Kelly
Preziosi (McTighe). Prayers are needed for Bonnie and John
Lucente who have been battling COVID-19; John is at
Emerson with double pneumonia and a blood clot in his lungs.
(Bonnie and John attended TCC when their children were
younger.)

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
OUR BLESSINGS:

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma;
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag Graham, and Barbara Goodwin’s
step son, Tyler who both have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma;
Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul
Martineau), breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s
brother), chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher;
Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Bob (friend of
the D’Angelillo family); Ken (friend of Lee McTighe); Cheryl
Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe Tremblay),
Multiple myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest brother, Ray,
prostate cancer.

We celebrate with Judy Russell on her mother’s (Barbara
Peterson) 100th birthday on April 1. We give thanks that the
students in the North Middlesex School District have been
able to return to school full time; it is a joy for the students as
well as the parents. We give thanks that Moe Tremblay’s
friend is recovering and healing well from a broken ankle.
Jessie Marshall thanks everyone for all the lovely cards and
messages sent to her; she thinks it is wonderful to know how
many people are so gracious and thinking of others, especially
the home-bound, at this time. Beth Klein’s niece gave birth to
a baby girl on 4/12; this joy is even greater for Beth as it is
also her son’s birthday. The Duckett family would like to
thank everyone for the prayers while Kathy is recovering; the
cards and messages have helped tremendously. Louise and
Bill Coulter are celebrating the first birthday of their great
granddaughter, Hazel Jean. We give thanks for having the
Rev. Marvin Caldwell back with us for two Sundays in April.

Wedding Anniversaries:
David and Lyn Bennett, 32 years on May 20
Tad and Heather Rochette, 2 years on May 31
OUR CONCERNS:
We keep Bob Lorenzen in our prayers as he is still receiving
physical therapy and must be missing his home a great deal.
We pray for Elaine D’Angelillo. We keep Grant and Carol
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FROM THE UNITED
CHURCH OF CHRIST
The following devotional, from April 21, 2021, spoke to me
when I first read it; then, after I read Pastor Greg’s message to
us, it came to mind again. Although I am a relative newcomer
to TCC (about 30 years), this church is an essential part of my
life and I confess to being worried about our future. I know
that I will end up on one of Pastor Greg’s chairs sometime this
month, and I hope many others will, as well.

Townsend Ecumenical Outreach
Our mission is to provide emergency and temporary assistance
to Townsend residents that are in need of a helping hand.
Please donate food and items like paper towels and toilet
paper.
In these changing times, we may not always be up to date
regarding how TEO is managing their resources; if you would
like to contribute, please contact them by phone:
(978-597-2209) or email: TEO2@comcast.net.

The Resurrection Is Radical
The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.” - Luke

Number of households being served: There are currently 190
households being served due to COVID-19.

24:5 (NRSV)

After twelve months of this pandemic, if our greatest desire is
to get back to where we were a year ago, we have missed the
memo from the Holy Spirit.
The women get the news when they are looking for Jesus’
body in the empty tomb. “Why do you look for the living
among the dead?” Why do you look backwards for God’s
future?
If all you want is a sentimental sign of spring, I’m sure you
can find a crocus growing in a graveyard somewhere, but the
promise of new life is more than that.
What is dead is gone because it has been transformed into
something entirely new. So much so that after the resurrection,
when Jesus ran into his closest friends, they did not recognize
him. They were looking for the living among the dead. They
were massaging their memories, clutching to sacred
scrapbooks from a pretend past, the kind that grows more
perfect the further we are from it. When Jesus actually showed
up on the street where they lived, they almost missed him.

William James College
INTERFACE Referral
Service

New life does not mean more of the same. So why settle for
some pre-pandemic nostalgic normalcy for your church, your
children, your institutions, your society, your schools, or your
street? Why do you look for the living among the dead?

INTERFACE is a mental health referral service that is
available for all residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby.
Just call 888-244-6843 during normal business hours (M-F,
9-5) and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental
health professional, or an advanced level graduate student,
who will discuss the situation with you, and then call you back
with a referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings. This service is
funded by the North Middlesex Regional School District.
Check out the web site for the WJC INTERFACE Referral
Service at interface.williamjames.edu.

Resurrection is the radical change that renders our
run-of-the-mill desires unrecognizable. Christ is risen and
there’s no going back.
Prayer: Open my heart to your future, God. Amen.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: Lillian Daniel is Senior
Pastor at First Congregational Church in Dubuque,
Iowa. She is the author of Tired of Apologizing for
a Church I Don’t Belong To and When “Spiritual but
not Religious” is Not Enough.

Submitted by Pam Snaith
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LECTIONARY, MAY 2021
May 2, 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 8:26-40
Psalm: Psalm 22:25-31
Second reading: 1 John 4:7-21
Gospel: John 15:1-8
May 9, 2021 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 10:44-48
Psalm: Psalm 98
Second reading: 1 John 5:1-6
Gospel: John 15:9-17
May 16, 2021 - Seventh Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
Psalm: Psalm 1
Second reading: 1 John 5:9-13
Gospel: John 17:6-19
May 23, 2021 - Day of Pentecost
First reading: Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Second reading: Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:1-21
Gospel: John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
May 30, 2021 - First Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm 29
Alternate First reading and Psalm: -Second reading: Romans 8:12-17
Gospel: John 3:1-17

Remember to check the members-only
portion of the TCC website for updated
reports.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am
Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

