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Zoom With Us on
Sundays!
So many of us are missing that feeling of
family and community that came with
coming together for worship on Sunday
mornings. Now you can safely reconnect
with TCC – you just need a computer or a
mobile device and an internet connection.
See page 4 for connection details.
If you’re not certain how to go about it,
call the church office - there is bound to
be someone who can help! Hope to see
you soon . . .

that as well. Would you prefer a real palm or a picture you can
color?

Pastor’s
Newsletter

I wish we could be together in person and could begin to get
to know one another better. Once the snow is off the ground,
I will begin having some gatherings on the lawn at the rear of
the church, where we can safely sit face to face and share our
thoughts about the past, present and future of this community
of faith.
Until then, I hope you stay home when you can, stay healthy
and stay faithful. God is good -all the time. With God’s grace,
mercy and guidance we are going to endure this pandemic and
find ourselves filled with joy and gratitude when it is over.

Dear Friends,
Each year during Lent I find myself wrestling a big debate:
Which is the better musical, Godspell or Jesus Christ
Superstar? It goes even deeper than that for me. I find myself
struggling to decide between the original versions or a newer,
updated one. For instance, I think I prefer the more guitar
driven 2011 revival of Godspell to the original from 1976.
Likewise, the original recording of Jesus Christ Superstar
(1970) is a classic. With Ian Gillan, the lead
singer of the rock group Deep Purple, singing
the part of Jesus - it thrills me each time I hear
it. BUT the 2012 revival, which can currently
be seen on “Broadway TV” was pretty amazing
as well.

See you on Sunday.
Yours In Christ,

Greg
A Vital Church!

As long as you avoid watching the original
movies, which were both just an awful mess (it
was the 70’s after all) you really can’t go wrong
listening to any, or all, of them. I will dig out my
old 8-track tapes and listen to the originals in
the car. Once I have sung my way through them,
I will call up the new versions on Spotify and
give them a listen as well. What a delightful way
to pass through Lent. It proves you don’t have to
me miserable all the time in Lent. Do you have a preference?

While we are certainly in strange times during
this pandemic, we know that this will pass and
our Christian ministries will resume, or expand.
The TCC Governance Council has two vital
positions open that are calling out to be filled:
Minister for Outreach - and Minister for Christian Education.
What is our purpose in being a Christian church
if we are not reaching out to those in need and are not being
serious about growing spiritually through ongoing education?

By the time you read this we will be on the second chapter of
our Lenten book study. We are reading Adam Hamilton’s
book, 24 Hours that Changed the World. This study will be
held via Zoom, as is everything we do anymore. I look forward
to getting to see some new faces and put some names to them.
Hopefully, you will join us on Wednesdays from 7 until 8pm.
Please feel free to log in even if it is after 7. Being late will
not be a problem. I will end us promptly at 8 pm. Check your
email for the link to get in.

I know these two positions are broader than what I just stated,
but it's a place to start. Please take time to pray and take an
honest look at what role you wish to play in the future of TCC.
Our church is nothing without you and all the people who
support this house of God.
Submitted by Cathy Hill
on behalf of the TCC
Council

It seems like a long way away right now, but Holy Week
begins with Palm Sunday on March 28th. At this point in time
it seems that, like last year, we will be celebrating Palm
Sunday in a socially distanced manner. Maybe we can have a
drive through pick up of palms that morning, or the day
before, so you can have them with you at home. Last year, I
sent the church a picture of a palm and invited them to color
them in as they watched the service from home. We can do
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Who knows . . . maybe one or two of them will become a
perennial favorite! We won’t know until we try them!

LENTEN BOOK
STUDY

I look forward to hearing from you.
Thanks for your help!

It’s not too late to
participate in our Lenten
book study. Although it
started with chapter one on
Wednesday, February 24,
you can always jump in.
Lead by Pastor Greg, the
book being discussed is 24
Hours that Changed the
World by Adam Hamilton.
This discussion is being
held via the online meeting
portal, Zoom, so you don’t
even have to leave your house. Each one-hour discussion
begins at 7pm on Wednesdays.

Wanda Wilson (wswilson7652@yahoo.com)

COMING SOON!
Our first virtual fund-raiser!
Watch for more information in the March
weekly Spirits!

The book is available as a hardcover, paperback and e-book
costing anywhere from 99¢ to $8.99, depending on format and
where you buy it. If anyone has an issue paying for one, or just
getting one, please let Pastor Greg know and we will acquire
a copy for you.

Dinners, Auctions,
Fairs! ... Plan B
Our church is missing our fundraisers, which, for those of us who
work on them, are also FunRaisers! We enjoy visiting with
each other and the visitors to our
church as we raise money to
support Townsend Congregational Church and it’s missions.
Unfortunately, most of our fund-raisers could be
super-spreaders! Therefore, we need to come up with a plan
B for fund-raisers for over half of this year. Who knows, with
a lot of prayer and good luck, things may open up by the late
fall and we can enjoy the fair and maybe a dinner!

Looking For Help With Updating
Our Church’s Web Page
We are looking for people who are interested in helping us
give our TCC web page a much needed and well-deserved
makeover. If you have experience in graphic arts, or web
design or just know what you are doing with building a web
page, now is the time to give your time and talents to TCC.
Please email the Worship team at katduck54@outlook.com
and join the fun.

But until then . . . Plan B.
We are looking for ideas for virtual or socially distanced
events; safe ideas for fund-raisers to use for the first half of
the year! This is a brainstorming event! Sooo...
Please put on your thinking caps and send me any ideas that
you have heard about, read about, or thought about that we
might be able to use for a church fund-raiser. Once we have a
list of ideas to use, we can plan some fund-raising events.

TCC Worship Task Team
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March is Membership
Month

Zooming on
Sunday!

Although there are no actual member
dues for being a member of TCC, our
local church does have dues that we
pay to our regional UCC Conference,
and these dues are based on
membership counts; the fee amounts
to approximately $20 per member.
Our regional Conference provides us
with many forms of support
throughout the year and is a valuable
resource.

We have a new Zoom link
for our Sunday worship
service. This is included in
the weekly Spirit, but it
doesn’t hurt to include here as an
additional reference. Sunday Services on Zoom start at 10 am
or shortly after with a selection of hymns played on the organ
by Renée Fossey; once the service is over, the Zoom session
continues with a virtual “coffee hour” that runs until 12 pm.
Here is the link:

With the budget so tight, the church is asking each member
who can, to pay this $20 “membership fee”. If you are able to
contribute, a check should be made out to TCC with “member
dues” written on the memo line.

https://zoom.us/j/96280207284?pwd=SDBYK2hBV
jlWOGJvQjRIdVYvbkhtUT09
If that is not working, the meeting ID is 962 8020 7284 and
the pass-code is 174445

Please be assured that inability to participate in this small
fund-raiser in no way affects your membership status with
TCC.

And lastly, to dial in (where you will then need to enter the
meeting ID and Pass-code on your phone), the number to call
is 1-646-876-9923.

Jody Burnham and Cathy Hill

Thanks to the Worship Team for setting up this entire thing!

If you can, reach out to:
1-Amanda Vogel; 2-Karen Hopkins;
6-Jack Enright; 7-Len Mahony;
12-Antonio Basso and Sasha Gay;
13-John D'Angelillo; 14-Carrie
Davidson and Christine Doherty;
15-Haeley Rochette; 17-Jonathan
Borko, Jr. and Ally Urato-Partridge;
18-Kathy Duckett; 20-Sherrie Cloutier, Leigh-Ann Johnson,
Donald Miller and Austin Swift; 21-Jonathan Borko, Sr.;
22-Shaun Doherty; 23-Lee Duckett; 26-Christine Clish and
Joy Stewart; 27-Jody Burnham, Donald Klein and Paul
Nixon; 28-Lloyd Clark and Lilly Goyette; 29-Ken Bruns;
31-Susan
Mills.

Sunday School Families - and Beyond:
Thank you to those of you who have joined us for our Picture
the Bible Christian education program that runs Sunday
mornings at 9 am.
All are welcome. This program is open to anyone who wants
to open up their faith conversation beyond the Sunday sermon.
Amanda Caprigno

Editor’s note - The Zoom link for Sunday school is the same
as the one used for worship and can be found in the next
article, and in the weekly Spirit.
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The Birthday Fund
OUR BLESSINGS:

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!

We give thanks for our Interim
Pastor, Greg Schmidt. We give thanks
to the Worship Task Team, who work tirelessly to bring us a
service each week. We give thanks to the Lord. Give thanks to
Him and praise His name. For the Lord is good and His love
endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all
generations.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Brad and Tina Bauer, 34 years on March 31
OUR CONCERNS:
We offer prayers of comfort for our Secretary Karen, who had
two friends pass away in January. We pray for Karen Baer and
the family of her sister -in -law, Judy, who passed away on
January 21. We also Pray for Karen Baer’s nephew, Sean, who
is undergoing medical tests. We pray for Tad Rochette’s
sister, Elaine, as she deals with the COVID-19 virus. We pray
for a 48 year-old colleague of Kathy Duckett who died
suddenly in CA; he leaves his wife and 2 children. We pray
for Chris Clish who is experiencing pain from a couple of
spinal compression fractures. We pray for Priscilla Buck who
is recovering from a car accident. We pray for Carol
Gustafson’s brother, Bob, who is bed ridden after having
surgery for a triple ankle break. We offer prayers of
consolation for the Hamel family as they grieve for the loss of
Karen Hamel on Jan 29. Linda Ireland is requesting prayers
for a co-worker’s father, Peter, who is undergoing radiation
for brain cancer. We pray for Gary Hatch who had major
surgery on Feb 23 at Brigham and Women Hospital. Cathy
Parsons asks for prayers for her brother, Peter, who is in
hospice and lives in Arizona. We pray for Grant and Carol
Swenor; Grant has recently started receiving hospice care.

Dearest Church Family,
Thank you so very much for your kind words,
phone calls, and cards. I so appreciated all you
thoughtfulness concerning my Moms passing.
She had a wonderful life and was such a great
parent, grandmother and friend. Your notes
and words brought back such warm memories
of my mom and for that I say “Thank you!”. I

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:

sure am glad I am a part of this “fabulous”

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma;
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag Graham, and Barbara Goodwin’s
step son, Tyler who both have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma;
Kathy Duckett's friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul
Martineau), breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s

church family.
Blessings and love,
Jody Burnham and family
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Taken from the SNEUCC weekly e-newsletter:

brother), chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher;
Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’
friend, Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Bob (friend of the
D’Angelillo family); and Ken (friend of Lee McTighe);
Cheryl Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe
Tremblay), Multiple myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest
brother, Ray, prostate cancer.

2/17/2021

Super Saturday Registration Open

Generous Thoughts is a new collaborative effort of UCC
stewardship, generosity, fund-raising, and development
professionals to provide our conferences and congregations
with information to aid them in their fund-raising efforts. The
semi-monthly articles are written by a diverse group of UCC
practitioners in different settings of the church; i.e., national
and conference staff, seminary development officers, and
UCC Pension Board staff. The authors are passionate about
raising financial resources to further God’s mission in the
world, change people’s lives, and to proclaim and live out the
Gospel today. They humbly offer their thoughts and
reflections to any and all, and especially to those who are
similarly engaged. This inaugural issue [link below] of
Generous Thoughts features the Rev. Kent Siladi, Director of
Philanthropy for the United Church of Christ. Sign up to
receive future articles by email at sneucc.org/subscribe

Registration is now open for the March 13 & 20 Super
Saturday. This online event features workshops, networking
opportunities and a keynote from noted rabbi and entrepreneur
Rabbi Elan Babchuck.
Super Saturday is two-day leadership development and
networking event for lay leaders and clergy, sponsored by the
Southern New England Conference. Participants can choose
from over 50 workshops covering a variety of topics related to
church life, sign up for networking lunches, register for oneon-one professional coaching sessions, browse the virtual
marketplace, and celebrate in worship.
The keynote speaker is Rabbi Elan Babchuck, the Founding
Director of GLEAN Network, an incubator and network for
faith leaders who seek to re-imagine the role of religion in an
ever-changing world yearning for meaning, belonging, and
justice. Rabbi Babchuck will speak at both Saturday worships.

https://www.sne
ucc.org/blogdeta
il/national-ucc-s
eeks-input-on-ste
wardship-and-ge
nerosity-150259
51

More information can be found on our event listing, including
workshop descriptions, the daily agenda, and links to coaching
and lunch-time offerings.
Some workshops and sessions are limited, so register today.
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LECTIONARY, MARCH

Please Help Us Help
Others!

March 7, 2021 - Third Sunday in Lent
First reading: Exodus 20:1-17
Psalm: Psalm 19
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Gospel: John 2:13-22

From the TEO web site, 1/24/21
We expect to continue to receive an increased number of
requests for support over the next several weeks. As such we
are asking the community to please consider making a
monetary donation to our GoFundMe at:

March 14, 2021 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Numbers 21:4-9
Psalm: Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22
Second reading: Ephesians 2:1-10
Gospel: John 3:14-21

https://www.gofundme.com/f/teo-needs-your-help
You can also purchase off our wish lists using the following
links. The available stock changes
frequently so be sure to check back
often!

March 21, 2021 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm: Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16
Second reading: Hebrews 5:5-10
Gospel: John 12:20-33

https://bit.ly/TEOpets
https://bit.ly/TEOkids
We are preparing food banks and
boxes daily for our elderly, veterans, children, and families in
need. Though delivery may be held up a week or so, we will
still be able to distribute the food to someone in need.

March 28, 2021 - Sixth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
Second reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 or Mark 15:1-39, (40-47)

Hours of operation are by appointment only. Please call or
email and a TEO representative will get back to you.
82 Bayberry Hill Road, West Townsend, MA 01474,
978-877-6002; info@teo-ma.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

William James College
INTERFACE Referral
Service
INTERFACE is a mental health referral service that is
available for all residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby.
Just call 888-244-6843 during normal business hours (M-F,
9-5) and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental
health professional, or an advanced level graduate student,
who will discuss the situation with you, and then call you back
with a referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings. This service is
funded by the North Middlesex Regional School District.
Check out the web site for the WJC INTERFACE Referral
Service at interface.williamjames.edu.
Submitted by Pam Snaith
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am and Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

