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THE SANTA
PROJECT IS
DIFFERENT THIS YEAR
- COLLECTIONS END
ON DECEMBER 1!
The Santa Project team has
worked out how to help families in
need, without increasing their
exposure to the COVID-19
virus. Instead of all of us
buying the items on the

children’s wish lists, the Santa Project
people are collecting gift cards, with
values up to $25, from Amazon,
Walmart, Target, Kohl’s, Barnes and
Noble, GameStop, or
VISA/Mastercard.
The catch is that they need these
by December 1 so they can give
them to the families in time for
them to make their
purchases. I know it is
not nearly as much
fun as going shopping
ourselves, but this
still helps the
same families.
Drop off locations
include the Townsend
Library, Evans, McNabb’s,
Unique Boutique, and
Bailey’s.
For more information,
email
townsendsanta@gma
il.com.

decorated for Christmas and we’re ready for you - please
join us for a very special Advent and Christmas season of
worship services.
The TCC Worship Task Team

Sunday
Streaming...
For the foreseeable
future, we’re going to be
streaming our Sunday Services on Zoom, in addition to
having them in person, from 10AM-12PM. Here is the link:

Don’t Miss These Special
Advent/Christmas Eve Services
Being Planned by the Worship
Task Team!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83534493355?pwd=UmtRbER
GdWIzMkZkS3lsb1l5WklQdz09

What a year this has been! So many things are closed, but
not TCC. We are continuing to have in-person worship and
Zoom the service live each Sunday. The Worship
Committee has been very busy these past few weeks
working with Pastor Noelle Dattilo to create meaningful and
spiritual Sunday morning services and to begin work on
special services during this Advent season. We are also
continuing to work on ways to bring our church family
together virtually during the service; including having
church members record the scripture readings that we then
include in the service. For the Advent Season some of our
families are creating virtual wreath lighting ceremonies that
we will include as part of our worship services each Sunday.
We are working on a special musical Taizé service for the
first Sunday in Advent. Renee will be incorporating carols
into our worship services; if we ever needed to hear our
favorite carols while we wait for Jesus’ birth, it’s this year!
The bells have recorded special Advent music. The choir
can’t rejoin for Advent so Renee is working on special
music including duets and soloists for the season. We are
working on a very special Christmas Eve service using a
service that was written by our very own Heather Rochette.
Our children, youth and families will tell the story of Jesus’
birth, combined with the Carols that we all know so well. It
will be a new take on our traditional Christmas Eve
Scripture and Carols service. We will make it available via
the internet on Christmas Eve so that you can watch it as
part of your family’s Christmas Eve celebration - no matter
what time that is. Please read the Spirit for more details on
how to access our Christmas Eve service. Please also check
the Spirit for the log-on information for Sunday morning
services if you can’t join us in person. The church is

And lastly, to dial in (where you will then need to enter the
meeting ID and Passcode on your phone), the number to call
is 1-646-558-8656

If that is not working, this is the meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 835 3449 3355 Passcode: 520942

Thanks to the Worship Committee for setting this up!

Our Greens Sale is a Success!
I would like to thank everyone who made this year’s greens
sale so successful! Thank you to everyone who offered their
greens, picked the greens, made the baskets, pre-ordered
sprays and baskets, and very graciously donated extra for
their purchase! As of today (11/23/20), the greens sale has
made $1,020.00! Thank you everyone! You are the best!
Wanda
Wilson
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... And Our Pie
Sale!
Our holiday pie sale was a great
success; as of 11/23 we have
made $466. Thank you to all our
wonderful TCC bakers who took
their time to prepare pies for this.
We had a beautiful day to set up outside the church and
thank you to all our customers who supported this
fund-raiser. You helped our church and now have something
delicious, too. We had a few extra greens baskets from
Wanda on our table and Beth was selling some of her
beautiful quilted runners; it all looked very festive. Beth
raised $195 for TCC. There are still some apple pies
in the freezer at church – perfect for Thanksgiving
...

Just a quick reminder that, if we are
in the midst (or aftermath) of a
winter storm and you’re not sure if
the church is open, there will be a
message left on the church’s
answering machine (if there is
power) and on the church’s web site/Facebook. If the power
is out in the center of town, then the church will be closed.

Next year we hope to have our regular church fair back in
full swing! Happy Holidays!
June Cloutier

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We
appreciate those who have participated so far. Simply make
a donation on (or around) your birthday in the amount of
your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our
gifts grow!

3-Niles Busler; 5-Julianne Capone;
6-Michelle Enright; 7-Lorena
Carlson and Steve Cloutier;
11-Joseph Cloutier; 12-Justin Gay
and Kyra Genoter; 14-Cathy
Parsons; 15-Melissa Gruber and Elsa
Sedgewick; 17-Donna Howard;
18-Jock Snaith; 19-Nancy Clough;
20-Pam Snaith; 21-Carol Swenor;
23-Jillian Hersey; 25-David Butz
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Just In Time
for Christmas
- An Online
Auction!

Evans on the
Common: wooden
plaque featuring a
quote by John F.
Kennedy (24" high
by 14" wide) - $30
minimum bid

We were not able to have our annual auction in May and it
seems like things will be a little iffy for quite a while more!
Here’s the thing - we have some items that were donated to
our auction by local businesses, and other venues not so
local, that are just sitting around. It is getting close to
Christmas and some of these items would make great
Christmas gifts for family or friends. Please check out the
list of the items below and email your bid to
lee.nancy24@yahoo.com by 5 pm, December 10. The
highest bidder will win the item and we will make
arrangements for pickup or delivery.

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
Carole Gustafson: Ted
Kennedy double-sided
political banner (14"
high x 28" wide)

Thank you in advance for your generosity to
our beloved church and blessings to all,

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

2020 Auction Committee:
Nancy and Dick Lee, David and Wanda Wilson, and
Carole Gustafson

Home at the
Cooperage: one
print of a
photograph of the
Town of
Townsend - $30
minimum bid

' Bronze Bell: gift certificate for a dozen roses
' Townsend Veterinary Hospital: $59 gift card
' Bailey’s/Mariano’s: $20 gift card
' Parkers Barn: $15 gift card
' Pizza Pizzazz: 2 gift cards, $25 each
' Home at the Cooperage: $50 gift certificate

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

' Champion Cleaners: $20 gift certificate
' Cobblestone Quilts: $30 gift certificate
' Drumlin Farm Wildlife Sanctuary: family day
pass
' SS Lobster: $20 gift certificate
' Forest Appliance: gift certificate for a free service
call - $40 minimum bid
' Kimball Farm: 2 activity passes
' The Butterfly Place: $35 gift certificate

Wanda Wilson - table runner- $20 minimum bid

' Concord Museum: 4 admission passes
' The Cozy Tea Cart: tea tasting for 2 people
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Wanda Wilson: birds wall hanging/quilt - $40
minimum bid

Beth Klein: rectangular quilt, 41” x 64” - $50 minimum
bid

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ

Wanda Wilson: cardinals wall
hanging- $20 minimum bid

Beth Klein: square quilt, 48” x 48” - $50 minimum bid
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Sterilite products: separate bids on items pictured below:
2 red dishpans (12 quart); 2 black 7-1/2 gallon waste
paper baskets with tops; one wheeled laundry hamper; one
mini crate; one storage drawer; one caddy

Remember to check the members-only
portion of the TCC website for updated
meeting minutes.

Saturday @ 8
We need to restart the
Saturday @ 8 team.
This team meets on
the first Saturday
each month, starting at 8
am, to work on maintenance
projects that keep our
physical church building and
grounds in good repair. If you
can be of assistance please
contact me, Michelle Enright, at 978-597-8012
michelleenright25@comcast.net or Wanda Wilson, our
Minister for Property.
Some of the things we routinely work on during the
winter months are: setting up and putting away the
manger on the front porch of the church, doing any jobs
needed to get ready for holidays or snow, removing ice
from sidewalks if necessary, filling sand/ice melt buckets,
cleaning any closets needing it, making any repairs to
inside that we can do, checking emergency lighting,
checking the furnace filters and changing, if needed.

If you are looking at these on a printed copy,
consider taking at look at them online via the
TCC web site - they will be in color and you can
make the images larger.

Michelle Enright
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Save Your
Canceled Stamps

Our purpose arises from Jesus’ greatest commandment: we
will love the Lord our God with our whole heart, mind, soul
and strength; and our neighbor as ourselves.

For 38 years, Townsend
Congregational Church has been
saving canceled stamps to send
to the Perkins School for the
Blind in Watertown. The
stamps are sold to collectors
overseas and the proceeds fund a
summer camp in Maine for the Perkins School’s Boy Scout
troop. This outreach service was first introduced at TCC in
1982 by Addie Kytta, a beloved church member. Lee
McTighe became friends with Addie and took over this
stamp program after Addie passed away. The collection box
is at the back of the sanctuary. Stamps should be trimmed,
leaving a quarter-inch border on all sides. Any and all
donations of your canceled stamps are gratefully accepted
and appreciated, as TCC continues with this ongoing
tradition.

Every congregation names its mission slightly differently,
but as I travel around the country, I find our congregations
living out their purpose through a missional commitment to
love, welcome, and justice. Spoken in different ways, we
share a common mission: united by the Holy Spirit and
inspired by God’s grace, we love all, welcome all, and seek
justice for all.
Our mission as the United Church of Christ points towards
a shared vision: a just world for all.
Many of us came to the United Church of Christ because of
this sense of purpose, mission, and vision. But we need to
ensure we do more than speak words. We make our
commitment real by embracing Three Great Loves:
Æ The love of Neighbor
Æ The love of Children
Æ The love of Creation
You are asked to make a commitment of financial support to
the work of your local congregation and the wider United
Church of Christ.
We believe an entire Christian movement that is willing to
engage in an extended time of mission to serve these “Three
Great Loves” can change the world. We know that your part
in this mission matters - no matter where you are located or
how large or small your community.
Friends, the world needs our great love. Together, our love
for the world can transform it.

Please pledge today. TCC needs your
financial support to continue its missions.

Our Calling: Three Great Loves
By the Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer, UCC General Minister and
President

“Three Great Loves,” a shared initiative of United Church
of Christ congregations, conferences, and the national
setting, engages all of us in faith-inspired work for a more
just world. Together, we change lives.

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?

This initiative reflects the deep purpose, mission, and vision
of our Christian movement.

Go to www.heifer.org today and give the gift
that really makes a difference!
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infections in the early days of this pandemic - it was a great
comfort to them to see so many familiar faces; and another
from Jessie Marshall (9/26/20) who thanks us for the lovely
card received, wishing her well in her new home - She
reminisced on her Baptism in 1922 at TCC, almost 100
years! We miss her very much, but are truly glad that she is
close to family, especially in these difficult times.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Please Help Us
Help Others!
From the TEO web site, 11/19/20
We expect to continue to receive an increased number of
requests for support over the next several weeks. As such we
are asking the community to please consider making a
monetary donation to our GoFundMe at:

Wedding Anniversaries:
Michael and Jean Sobol, 59 years on Dec. 16
Peter and Cathy Hill, 34 years on Dec. 25

https://www.gofundme.com/f/teo-needs-your-help
OUR CONCERNS:

You can also purchase off our wish lists using the following
links. The available stock changes
frequently so be sure to check back
often!

We pray for Lorraine’s friend, Carolyn, whose son-in-law,
Jeff Moulton, is recovering in the hospital after a series of
strokes; Carolyn is doing better as she recovers from her
broken hip, but still needs a lot of healing time. We offer
prayers of consolation for the Blake family on the sudden
passing of Henry Blake due to COVID-19; this follows the
passing of his wife, Lynn Blake (our quilt designer), in
March this year. We pray for Louis DuBreuil who is 93
years old and has been diagnosed with skin cancer; he had
surgery on 11/17 and could be in need of skin grafts; we
keep Louis and his family in our prayers. We pray for Kim
Emerson’s family as her son, Ryan Benson, is ill with the
COVID-19 virus. We also pray for Kathy Duckett’s sister,
Mary who is COVID-19 positive, although we give thanks
that she is symptom free and that her significant other is
COVID-19 negative. We keep in our prayers everyone who
has COVID-19 or has a friend/family member who is
COVID-19 positive, especially as the numbers are climbing
again. We offer prayers of consolation for the family of
Richard Blauvelt, a long time friend of the Duckett family;
he was in his 80's and passed away earlier this month after
dealing with various health issues. Sandy LaPointe’s dear
friend Mary-Jo, who is in her mid 70’s, was recently
diagnosed with lung cancer; we pray for her and the medical
professionals caring for her. Cathy Parson’s brother, Peter,
has also been diagnosed with lung cancer; we pray for him
and Cathy as they both go through this trial. Some of us
remember Pastor Deb Shepard who was our pastor for a few
months while Pastor Gail Kendrick was on sabbatical; we
just learned that her 83 year-old father passed away on Nov.
16; we offer prayers of consolation for all who knew and
loved him.

https://bit.ly/TEOpets
https://bit.ly/TEOkids
We are preparing food banks and
boxes daily for our elderly, veterans, children, and families
in need. Though delivery may be held up a week or so, we
will still be able to distribute the food to someone in need.
Hours of operation are by appointment only. Please call or
email and a TEO representative will get back to you.
82 Bayberry Hill Road, West Townsend, MA 01474,
978-877-6002; info@teo-ma.org

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for the timely
assistance provided by Max Duckett,
and for the quality of his work as our
temporary Church Secretary. This is a
belated thank you to a TCC member
who, even before this pandemic, was
not able to attend worship with us very
often, but who holds us all in her heart;
she sent the church a generous check in
November, along with her good wishes for us all. The
newsletter editor discovered two lovely notes that had been
put in the wrong box in the church office: one from the
Beauchesne family (5/5/20), thanking everyone who drove
by and waved when they were dealing with COVID-19

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
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for all those who care for and support them. Dorothy
DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell
lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag Graham, Barbara
Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s mother,
Meryle, who all have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen
(family friend of the Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend
of Paul Martineau), breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan
(Carole’s brother), chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry
Thrasher; Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer;
Kathy Perkins’ friend, Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Bob
(friend of the D’Angelillo family); and Ken (friend of Lee
McTighe); Cheryl Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie (friend
of Moe Tremblay), Multiple myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s
oldest brother, Ray, prostate cancer.

LECTIONARY, DECEMBER 2020
December 6, 2020 - Second Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Second reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
December 13, 2020 - Third Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm: Psalm 12 6 or Luke 1:46b-55
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 20, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
First reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Second reading: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
December 27, 2020 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: Isaiah 61:10-62:3
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 2:22-40
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

