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Greens Baskets!
We will be making greens baskets and
sprays this month for those who preorder
them! We are looking for different types
of baskets, greens and red berries as usual.
To be safe, the baskets will be made by
only a few people at my house. If you
have greens, baskets or berries to offer,
please drop them off at my home before
November 11th. Any questions, please
contact me at wswilson7652@yahoo.com
or 978-597-6803. Thanks, in advance, for
your help!
Blessings, Wanda Wilson
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Visit our web page at
www.tccucc.org
and be sure to visit us on
Facebook!
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23 - NOON

 Monthly Lectionary

 Warrant for All-Member Meeting
Remember to check the
members-only portion of the
TCC website for updated
reports.

New Home!
Jessie Marshall arrived safely in
Florida at the end of September
and is happy and settling in,
according to her son, Erv.
Her new address is: 605
Shorewood Drive, Unit 403,
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920

plant a seed in your hearts to consider your support of TCC in
these trying times of separation.

Sunday
Streaming...

Please do what you can to ensure TCC will still be going
strong when this pandemic has passed and everyone is ready
to return to our spiritual home base.

For the foreseeable future,
we’re going to be
streaming our Sunday Services on Zoom, in addition to
having them in person, from 10AM-12PM. Here is the link:

Cathy Hill, TCC Clerk

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83534493355?pwd=UmtRbERG
dWIzMkZkS3lsb1l5WklQdz09
If that is not working, this the meeting ID and passcode:
Meeting ID: 835 3449 3355 Passcode: 520942
And lastly, to dial in (where you will then need to enter the
meeting ID and Passcode on your phone), the number to call
is 1-646-558-8656
Thanks to the Worship Committee for setting this entire
thing up!

Yes, We will have an Annual
Meeting in 2020!
The Council has continued to meet every month this year, and
every meeting included time to consider how best to hold an
annual meeting. In the beginning, there were high hopes that
the pandemic would pass and we could just get together as
usual. With confirmed new cases of COVID-19 on the rise
again, it was agreed that we will need to hold a Zoom meeting.
The meeting has been set for Sunday, November 15, after
worship. The Zoom link will be emailed to all members with
email addresses, and for those who are unable to access the
internet, the meeting will be projected in the sanctuary, using
the equipment from the worship service; this will be facilitated
by Heather Nixon.
The meeting warrant is included at the end of this newsletter.

Stewardship?

The church membership is corporately required to hold at least
one business meeting per year, and required to affirm certain
positions within the church. We must attain a quorum of 25
members to hold this meeting, so I hope you will mark this
event on your schedules and plan on attending.

As I write this at the end of October, the Council is currently
discerning whether to run a stewardship campaign, as is usual
for this time of year. Wanda brought it to their attention and
directed me to the UCC page that covers the theme and offers
supplies for sale. I was moved by their theme of love and did
not want to miss this opportunity to share this love, and maybe

Cathy Hill, TCC Clerk
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Greens Orders!
We have a New Church Secretary!

Everyone has the opportunity to have a greens basket, or two,
from the church again this year! We are taking preorders for
sprays, cemetery baskets, and small, medium and large
baskets. Since we use the baskets that are donated, there is not
a standard size for each price. The prices of the greens will be:

The church has hired a new church secretary. Her name is
Karen Hopkins and she started training with Max on October
13. I hope you will give her a warm welcome.
Karen’s first weekly Spirit contained the following message:

Small
$10.00
Medium
$14.00
Large
$20.00
Cemetery basket $25.00
Sprays with bow $15.00
Special orders - price determined by request

“I hope this finds everyone well and enjoying the beautiful
weather we have been blessed with this week!
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Worship
Committee for putting together last weeks inspiring service.
You are all very appreciated!
This week brings some exciting news! Please join us in
welcoming, Pastor Noelle Dattilo as our Pulpit Supply for the
next 4 weeks!

We will be making these arrangements in mid to late
November, and so we need to have preorders before then. The
number of orders will dictate the amount of greens we collect
in the beginning of November!

On a personal note, I would like to thank everyone that has
reached out, welcoming me as Secretary. I am settling in and
looking forward to getting to know all of you. I have to give
special thanks to Max Duckett, who was such a great help to
me transitioning into this role. He continues to help me
navigate and is always willing to lend a hand, thank you!!!!

Sooo . . . Please order your greens soon! To make an order:
1. Contact Wanda Wilson at wswilson7652@yahoo.com
or 987-597-6803, or
2. Call the church office at 978-978-8925 (leave a
message if no one answers)

As we go forward in to the next week, Lord I pray that your
people may enjoy good health and that all may go well in their
lives. Let your peace be the rock that they can lean on and let
your love be what catches them if they fall. Amen

We will also accept outside orders too! Ask your family and
friends to support the church through a purchase of greens as
well!

Have a wonderful weekend!

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Karen Hopkins - TCC Secretary”

Blessings, Wanda
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Birthday Kits Arrive at TEO
Update from Our
Minister for
Finance

Although the birthday kits were completed over the summer,
it was decided to add a $10 gift card to each of the kits, for
those little last-minute things. This required some additional
financing and purchasing time, but it is all done and 21
colorful birthday bags were delivered to TEO.

The giving trend is down again
similar to last year. For September,
contributions totaled $3,657. Based
on the approved 2020 budget, we need approximately $12,000
per month to meet our operating expenses. Arrearage year to
date total: $(37,661).

Thanks to Sarah Goyette and her family for organizing this
project; who knew that it would be so timely with this
pandemic adversely affecting so many local families.

' Contributions for the 3rd quarter ending September
30th totaled $2,012
' Contributions year to date totaled: $78,647
' General Fund received to date: $72,071
' Outreach received to date: $3,577
' Revitalization Fund received to date: $800
' Birthday Fund received to date: $1,204
' Initial Offering received to date: $75
' UCC member dues received to date: $920 (voluntary
member dues are $20 per person)
Nick Zielenkievicz

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!
OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for the work of the Interim Pastor Search
Team as they have prepared and submitted the TCC profile to
the Conference to begin looking for candidates. Sandy
LaPointe gives thanks for all the prayers for her brother-in-law
and sister, Duke and Sally; Duke’s surgery went well on
Friday, although we should keep them both in our prayers as
Duke recuperates. We give thanks for the blessing of Heather
R and Meg who are taking the Youth Group on hikes in West
Townsend; the kids have fun, get to see each other safely

1-MaryBeth Collins; 2-Grant
Bruns; 4-Claire Nixon; 6-Stephen
Gay; 8-Kim Wojcuilewicz;
11-Danielle Beauchesne and Beth
Klein; 20-Dick Lee; 21-Pamela
Guba;23-Bailey Mulrenan and
William Myers; 24-Jennifer
Climo; 29-Holly Card (nee Gustafson)
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outside, and have an opportunity to rest their eyes from their
screens and see some beautiful, natural vistas.

requiring their daughter Melissa to take her back and forth to
the hospital and now both of them are COVID positive as
well. We pray for the Smith family as one of their family
members had a stroke. We pray for Heather N. and her family
as they deal with a recent diagnosis for a family member. We
pray for Helen Eisner who is healing from knee replacement
surgery.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Dick and Nancy Lee, 47 years on Nov. 3
Nick and Julie Zielenkievicz, 44 years on Nov. 14
Charles and Debbie Greene, 45 years on Nov. 15

Bob Lorenzen would love some cards during his
stay in the Keystone Nursing Home. Address is:
Keystone Center, 44 Keystone Drive, Leominster,
MA 01453

OUR CONCERNS:
We all need to really pray for Clareese Caprigno. At the end
of October, it looked like the treatments had finally cleared up
the infection in her leg, but it came back and her leg bones are
starting to twist; the doctors say the leg needs to be amputated
but Clareese is upset and refusing treatment. We pray for
strength and clarity for Clareese as she struggles with the
decisions she needs to make, and we pray for peace for
Amanda as her heart breaks to see her daughter in such
torment.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag
Graham, Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, and Tracy
Winslow’s mother, Meryle, who all have Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s
friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John
Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen
(family friend of the Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of
Paul Martineau), breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan
(Carole’s brother), chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry
Thrasher; Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy
Perkins’ friend, Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Bob (friend of the
D’Angelillo family); and Ken (friends of Lee McTighe);
Cheryl Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe
Tremblay), Multiple myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest
brother, Ray, prostate cancer.

We pray for Kristina Cormier’s sister-in-law, Andrea, whose
mom passed away in September; in addition to this, she is still
grieving from losing her brother in March and hasn’t been
able to properly grieve for either of them with the pandemic
restrictions. We pray for Chris Clish’s friend, Karen, and her
family as her son-in-law is recovering from COVID-19; Karen
is in her 70's and has tested positive as has her daughter and
nephew; so far none of them is showing symptoms, but Karen
has major health issues and they all live in the same
household. Prayers for Carole Gustafson’s sister, Cheri, who
is recovering in the hospital after having surgery for a hernia
repair. Also for her cousin, Teresa Landry who is undergoing
cancer treatments. Prayers for Glenda Profit; an ambulance
was needed at her residence. We pray for Lorraine M’s friend,
Carolyn Pearce; she had a bad fall in October and her injuries
may take 3 to 4 months to heal. Cathy Hill asks for prayers of
reconciliation for her husband’s two brothers. We pray for
Joan Bullard who has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s; we
pray for strength and patience as she and her family face the
many challenges to come. We pray for Ginny King who is
recovering from serious foot surgery. We pray for Dorothy
and Louis DuBreuil, who are feeling the loneliness of the
pandemic and would like occasional visits from church
friends. We pray for Bob Lorenzen who is temporarily housed
at the Keystone Nursing Home. We pray for Carol Swenor’s
grandson, Josh, who is undergoing some serious surgery that
is further complicated due to a blood disorder. We pray for
those who have to make difficult decisions about their pets,
especially when they remember all the joy that their animal
friends have brought into their lives. We keep the Hoffman
family (former members who moved away) in our prayers:
Bob recently had a heart attack and is subsequently afflicted
with COVID and in ICU; Judy has had an infected foot issue,

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS
SAVE THE DATE
July 11-18, 2021
Written by Connie Larkman
How will the United Church of Christ National Setting
program a virtual General Synod with moving worship,
interesting workshops, educational intensives, church
business, youth programming and service projects? There are
working groups for that.
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to parishioners and a few are provided to local cable
companies.
A few churches are holding worship via phone conference
calling. A few are providing sermons and worship materials
solely through the mail.
ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
Covid Cases on the Rise in Southern New England
In the past week the number of new cases of Covid within the
SNEUCC region increased from 5% to 25% depending on
your community. We are also seeing a rise in the rate and
percentage of positive cases being found and we’re watching
the trend lines in hospitalizations. Over 3 dozen states in our
country are seeing significant rises in the number of Covid
cases and hospitalizations. Evidence suggests that people are
becoming pandemic weary and are taking more risks with less
precautions. It is also noted that the rise in cases corresponds
to the return to schools and colleges. It is also noted that the
approach of cold weather is moving many family activities
indoors increasing the possibility of spread of the virus. We
continue to urge caution regarding any in-person in-building
worship that may add to the spike in Covid cases.

Presenting General Synod 33 as a totally online event for the
first time demands a lot of creativity. The staff in Cleveland
has a structure in place to convert the biennial gathering from
an actual to virtual experience.
To read this article in full, go to the UCC web site:
https://www.ucc.org/news_general_synod_2021_working_g
roup_creating_first_virtual_experience_for_july_11_18_09
282020?utm_campaign=synod_2021_newsletter_1_v2&utm
_medium=email&utm_source=unitedchurchofchrist

ÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉÉ
Many churches are experimenting with or considering some
version of in-person in-building worship. This may include
alternating weeks with live stream worship. It may include
worship leaders only in the building. In-building typically
indicated a small gathering of registered members with
leadership following safety and sanitizing protocols. In total,
43% of the survey respondents indicated doing or considering
some version of in-person in-building worship this fall or early
winter.

What Churches Are Doing Now
During the Pandemic

Currently, depending on the region of our Conference,
between 20 and 25% of our churches have begun a hybrid of
in-person in-building and online worship services. As the
number of Covid cases begins to rise, many of those are
returning to all online worship.

10/21/2020 - by: Don Remick
Taken from SNEUCC.org
This October our Conference sent out a
survey to all of our Conference’s churches. We asked about
many aspects of church life from worship to fellowship to
Advent/Christmas plans to faith formation to finance to
resourcing. A total of 272 responses were returned, which
represents a significant response - nearly 45% of our churches.
The survey closed on October 19th and your Conference staff
is analyzing the results. The raw data report can be found [on
the SNEUCC web site]. We’ll be sharing some of the findings
in the next few weeks.

Comments indicated that most churches are still considering
when it will be safe to return to in-person / in-building
worship. Some are looking at November, some at Advent,
some are waiting till January or June. Many are waiting until
there is a proven and tested vaccine.
Comments regarding in-person / in-building worship typically
include requiring advance registration, limiting numbers of
attendees, designated safe distance seating, wearing masks,
avoiding singing and following all recommended safety and
sanitizing protocols. Most all of these are also live streaming
or recording the worship service for those who should not take
the risk of gathering in person.

The first question in the survey related to worship
Nearly every church in the Conference is live streaming
worship. The platforms vary from ZOOM (the most common)
to Facebook to Vimeo, YouTube and Instagram. One third of
the churches are pre-recording all or part of their worship.
Most live streams are recorded and posted on Facebook,
church websites, or YouTube. Some recordings are emailed

Many more are currently worshipping outdoors on their lawns,
parking lots, community parks and beaches. Over one third of
respondents indicated offering outdoor worship. Most of
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these commented that they were considering either moving
inside when the weather gets cold or returning to online only
worship depending on Covid spread trend lines in their local
area.

Wear the mask over your nose and mouth and secure it
under your chin.
Masks should be worn by people two years and older.
Masks should NOT be worn by children younger than
two, people who have trouble breathing, or people who
cannot remove the mask without assistance.

Care for your Leadership
In the survey the vast majority of online worship is being
crafted, produced, led, recorded and edited by clergy. Most
clergy did not have extensive experience doing any of this. A
future blog will look more deeply at this aspect of the survey.

Do NOT wear masks intended for healthcare workers, for
example, N95 respirators.
CDC does not recommend the use of gaiters or face
shields. Evaluation of these face covers is on-going but
effectiveness is unknown at this time.

The cumulative level of weariness for clergy and leadership
trying to balance meaningful, impactful, and safe worship is
palpable in the survey comments. This is an extraordinarily
difficult time for church staff and leadership. They are trying
to lead faithfully through the complexities of administration,
pastoral care, worship, and missional work. It is compounded
by the tension and anxiety that surrounds this election cycle
where intense ideologies are found in the community and
congregation. It is layered by the long fight against racism.

How to Select
When selecting a mask, there are many choices. Here are some
do’s and don’ts.
DO choose masks that: have 2 or more layers of washable,
breathable fabric; completely cover your nose and mouth;
fit snugly against the sides of your face and don't have
gaps.

Your staff and leadership need the support of their
congregations to affirm their efforts and provide them with the
rest and relief they need to renew their emotions and restore
their souls.

DO NOT choose masks that: are made of fabric that
makes it hard to breath, for example, vinyl; have
exhalation valves or vents which allow virus particles to
escape; are intended for healthcare workers, including
N95 respirators or surgical masks.

Talk with your regional staff and keep any eye on our
Conference website as we continue to collect worship
resources that can supplement your faithful and creative
efforts.

Caution: Gaiters - have not been evaluated and their
effectiveness is unknown. Face shields - we do not
know how much protection a face shield may provide
Special Situations:
Glasses - If you wear glasses, find a mask that fits
closely over your nose or one that has a nose wire to
limit fogging.
Children - If you are able, find a mask that is made for
children; If you can’t find a mask made for children,
check to be sure the mask fits snugly over the nose
and mouth and under the chin; Do NOT put on
children younger than 2 years old.

Everything You Ever Wanted to
Know About Handling Face Masks
Kathy Duckett very thoughtfully shared a link to the
portion of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) site, specifically their page entitled “How to
Select, Wear, and Clean Your Mask”, last updated Aug.
27, 2020.

How to Wear a mask:
Wear a mask correctly and consistently for the best protection.
Be sure to wash your hands before putting on a mask.
Do NOT touch the mask when wearing it.

The CDC recommends that you wear masks in public
settings around people who don’t live in your household
and when you can’t stay 6 feet away from others. Masks
help stop the spread of COVID-19 to others.

Do wear a mask that: Covers your nose and mouth and
secure it under your chin; Fits snugly against the sides of
your face.
How NOT to wear a mask:

Overview

Do not wear a mask around your neck, on your forehead,
under your nose, only on your nose, on your chin,
dangling from one ear, on your arm.

Wear masks with two or more layers to stop the spread of
COVID-19.
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How to take off mask:

November 15, 2020 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading: Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18;
Psalm 90:1-8, (9-11), 12
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

Carefully, untie the strings behind your head or stretch the
ear loops; Handle only by the ear loops or ties; Fold
outside corners together; Be careful not to touch your
eyes, nose, and mouth when removing and wash hands
immediately after removing.
How to Clean:

November 22, 2020 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm
100
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 34:11-16,
20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a
Second reading: Ephesians 1:15-23
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46

Masks should be washed regularly. Always remove masks
correctly and wash your hands after handling or touching
a used mask.
Include your mask with your regular laundry.
Use regular laundry detergent and the warmest
appropriate water setting for the cloth used to make the
mask.

November 29, 2020 - First Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel: Mark 13:24-37

Use the highest heat setting and leave in the dryer until
completely dry.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting
-sick/about-face-coverings.html

COMMUNITY NEWS
MSPP INTERFACE

LECTIONARY, NOVEMBER 2020

MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 during
normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you will be able to
speak with a licensed mental health professional, or an
advanced level graduate student, who will discuss the situation
with you, and then call you back with a referral which meets
your therapeutic needs, insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings.

November 1, 2020 - All Saints Day
First reading and Psalm: Joshua 3:7-17; Psalm 107:1-7,
33-37
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Micah 3:5-12; Psalm
43
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:9-13
Gospel: Matthew 23:1-12
November 8, 2020 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25; Psalm
78:1-7
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Wisdom of Solomon
6:12-16 or Amos 5:18-24; Wisdom of Solomon
6:17-20 or Psalm 70
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Gospel: Matthew 25:1-13

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at https://interface.williamjames.edu/
Submitted by Pam Snaith
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

