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“Behold, I am doing a
new thing!”
Isaiah 43:19

Our church is going through great changes
right now. Besides the obvious ones that
are necessary to allow us to worship in the
time of pandemic, many of our church
leaders have found it necessary to re-

prioritize their lives and have stepped
down from their positions at TCC.
This summer, we have received the
resignations of Pastor Mark Brockmeier;
Leigh-Ann Johnson, our Church
Secretary; Sarah Goyette, our Sunday
School Superintendent; Sheila Miller, our
Assoc. Moderator; David O’Hair, our
Minister for Property; and Brad Bauer,
our Minister for Congregational Care.
Phew! That’s a huge chunk of our
leadership! We give thanks for the service
provided by these faithful people, and
hope that, where possible, they will
remain an active part of our church
family.
I am very pleased to announce that Beth
Klein’s offer to fill in as Minister for
Congregational Care has been accepted by
the Council. The remaining Council
members are actively working on the steps
needed to find an interim pastor, including
finding an interim pastor search team. The
Council has been assured by our MA
Conference rep. that there are many
qualified interim pastors looking for
churches to serve.
While God is doing a new thing at
TCC, perhaps this is the perfect time
for you to examine the possibility of
a leadership role, and to be a part of
God’s new vision for our church.
Submitted by Cathy Hill, TCC Clerk

hearts and spirits so the Holy Spirit can flow smoothly through
you, moving you in ways you need to go, but may not know
you need to go. Rely on God in prayer to provide the resources
you will need. Rely fully on God. Finally, Jabez prayed to
have evil far removed from him. There will be many
temptations including recrimination and fault finding, of
trying to go it alone (i.e., without God), relying on your own
resources. Your resources are substantial, but will be greater
when enhanced by God’s Blessings and Providence. Going
alone is hubris and a major source of inappropriate choices.
Let every meeting you have be filled with prayer. The Lord
will provide. Open yourselves so that can happen.

September
Musings
Dear Friends,
May you live in interesting times is a problematic blessing. It
seems more like a curse than a blessing. We do enjoy
interesting books to read, friends to talk with and share
experiences. Interesting times, books, people, scenery are
stimulating. They bring pleasure, even joy. They get our minds
working on new ideas. They bring new perspectives and
insights. That’s all good.

Blessings,

Pastor Marvin

Interesting times are also disruptive. They are interesting
precisely because they are new, not part of the daily routines
we often rely on. They are stimulating precisely because they
are different, not predictable, unexpected. Mae West may have
declared that “too much of a good thing is wonderful,” too
much unpredictability, too much stimulation is not so good.
Ever try to put an over stimulated child down for a much
needed nap?

A Fund-raiser
for a Family in
Crisis
For those who follow the Caprigno family on
Facebook, this will not be news. However, for the rest of us,
it is important to know that Clareese Caprigno has been in the
hospital enduring at least 5 surgeries to remove multiple blood
clots, as well as dealing with a cellulitis infection.

So—Congratulations you are entering a new period of
Interesting Times! As if a global health crisis, a racial justice
crisis and an economic crisis are not enough, you now have an
institutional crisis. I do hope you all are keeping up with your
pledges! You have an interim secretary, and will soon have an
interim pastor. You may have pulpit supply before you have
an Interim, so a sort of interim interim. Pulpit supply can
provide interesting people with new and different
perspectives, but they are not people with which you will build
a long term relationship. It’s as if the ground is shifting under
your feet; not stable.

On August 10, this is what Amanda posted to Facebook:
“Anyone wishing to donate to the medical relief fund for
Clareese’s medical devices and copays ... We are looking to
raise the $8,000.00 we will need for the special bed and
devices we will need to get her home. The devices include
adjustable bed, compression blanket that covers abdomen and
legs to be worn 1 hr 2x a day.”

These are hard times in which to build new foundations, new
ways of being. We need stable ground on which to build. You
have available to you the most stable ground anyone or
institution can have–a relationship with God. The refrain from
an old gospel hymn is worth keeping in mind: “On Christ the
solid rock I stand; All other ground is shifting sand.”

The TCC Council has stepped up and created a TCC
challenge: If our TCC family will contribute $2,500 towards
Clareese’s medical needs, the Council will match that amount
from the Deacon’s fund account; this will bring the Caprigno
family $5,000 closer to their goal.

The gift I leave with you is the Prayer of Jabez (please
watch my Wednesday, 8/12 YouTube story
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ry45PF3o6cs).

To make a contribution by cash or check, please either drop it
off at the church office when it is open (our temporary church
secretary will post his weekly schedule in the Spirit), or mail
it to TCC at PO Box 487, Townsend MA 01469; write on the
check that it is for the medical fund-raiser. Please do not send
cash through the mail.

Jabez prayed for just what you will need going forward. He
prayed for God’s Blessings, blessings that only God can give.
Then he prayed for expanded territory. You will need more
wisdom, more insights, more creativity, more ways to serve
God in dealing with problems and challenges that arise. The
third part of Jabez’s prayer is for God’s hand to be with you.
The hand of God is the Holy Spirit. Open your minds and

Whether or not you are in a position to fiscally aid this family,
please keep them all in your prayers.
Submitted by Cathy Hill
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tuned for more information on how we are going to worship
together virtually.

And...Speaking of
Fund-raisers...
At a recent Council meeting,
Michelle Enright brought up the
concern that, due to COVID-19
restrictions, we are unable to
hold our usual fund-raisers. She proposed that the people of
TCC “put their thinking caps on” and figure out alternative
ways of raising funds to support the life and ministry of TCC;
ways that are fun, but safe, with no crowds.

Birthday Bag
Update

We know that some of our members are already thinking along
these lines, so submit your ideas to a council member (as of
September 1, there is only Lee Duckett and Nick
Zielenkievicz) or Beth Klein, our new Minister for
Congregational Care, and these ideas will be compiled and
prepared for our next all-church meeting (when it’s figured out
how to safely do this).

Last spring, before the
pandemic, our Sunday
school children started collecting items for birthday bags to be
donated to TEO for distribution to families in our community
who don’t have funds for an extra special birthday celebration
for their child. With the help of the congregation we put
together a total of 21 bags filled with all of the items needed
for a fun and special birthday celebration! Each bag contains
at a minimum: cake mix, frosting, candles, birthday plates,
cups and napkins, party hats, party blowers, a blank birthday
card and a birthday tablecloth. With funds from Outreach we
included in each bag a $10 Target gift card for additional
birthday items!

In the meantime, Michelle has a hand-made afghan that she
would like to raffle off; she is proposing to sell tickets for $2
each or 6 for $10. If you are interested in buying or selling
tickets, please email Michelle at
michelleenright25@comcast.net.

Thank you to everyone who helped out, and to all of the
children who were so excited about working on this service
project. It was very successful and many families in the
community will be impacted by your selflessness and
generosity! Congratulations on a job well done!!!

News From Our Worship Task
Team

Sincerely,

The Worship Task Team continues to work on creating a
spiritual worship experience for those who want to come for
worship on Sunday mornings. We have created social
distanced space within the Sanctuary and have masks available
in case your forget yours. We begin with glorious organ music
at 9:30 am and then begin our Worship Service at 9:45 and are
finished by 10:15 am. We are taking our Lord’s words to heart
and “trying a new thing”. Worship isn’t the way we’ve always
done it, but it should feel like Sunday morning worship. Come
join us. We are also learning all about Zoom so that we can
offer our service virtually to our congregation and the world
through our Facebook and Web pages. We’re not ready yet,
but stay tuned. Our goal is to offer worship on Sunday
morning, whether you are able to physically be in the
Sanctuary, or virtually through your computer or phone. The
Lord is present in all we do and we are very excited about
keeping our Worship and Church alive during these uncertain
times. Now, more than ever, we need to worship together. We
are making that happen. Come join us if you can, and stay

Sarah Goyette
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children have participated in Sunday school and they truly see
TCC as their second home. Lilly and Summer were baptized
by Pastor Shayna, and Trenton and Lilly were both confirmed
by Pastor Mark. You are our church family and we appreciate
all of you. Over the past few months I have missed seeing
everyone in church and I look forward to when we can all
safely gather together once again on Sunday mornings. I am
only a phone call, text or email away and I would love to hear
from my church friends anytime, so please don’t be a stranger
and reach out when you have time!
Peace and blessings,
Sarah Goyette
978-868-4967
swgoyette@gmail.com

The VCCC currently has openings for enrollment in the infant,
toddler and preschool classrooms. If you, or anyone you know
is looking for a quality child-care center, have them either
leave a telephone message at 978-597-0834 or send an email
to vccc@tcc.ucc.org.
Carol Ciccolini

Poetry Corner

To My Dear Friends in Christ,
I wanted to personally let you know
that I have decided to step down from
the role of Sunday School
Superintendent of Townsend
Congregational Church. While
it has been my pleasure to lead
our Sunday school program at
Townsend Congregational
Church for the past 6.5 years
I’m now at the point that my
family’s changing needs require more
of my time and attention during the times when I
typically do most of my Sunday school work.

Thanks to Lorraine Misner for sharing this interesting
historical poem with us...

I have sincerely enjoyed working towards “bridging the
gap” between the children and the congregation all of
the amazing and wonderful experiences that we have
enjoyed together, from our Rally Sunday all-church
breakfasts, to the Live Nativity and fellowship meals, to
the revitalization dance party, to our Children’s Sunday
church picnic, and all of the Sunday mornings in
between! The children of TCC have taught me more
than I could ever teach them and I feel very blessed to
have been able to lead our program for the past several
years. Thank you so much to everyone who has
supported our program over the years with your time,
talent and treasure!!!
Jason and I started attending TCC over 14 years ago
when we first moved to Townsend. Over the years our
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Our gratitude toward Pastor Marvin
whose ministry over the summer
months was above and beyond what
was originally expected of her.
What should have been a quiet
summer became a pandemic that
Pastor Marvin responded to by
jumping in with both feet and
creating such a marvelous worship
experience with her YouTube
videos for Wednesday and Sunday
morning worship, her Tuesday
Teatime with Marvin along with her guidance and leadership
with the newly formed Worship Task Team. Pastor Marvin
has been an absolute joy to work with. She will be sorely
missed.

OUR BLESSINGS:

Submitted by Cathy Hill and the Worship Task Team

We offer prayers of joy and celebration for the extended
family of Bill and Louise Coalter as their granddaughter,
Sarah Riggins, was married to Michael Pacheco on July 11.
We join with Debby Coalter in giving thanks for Rev. Mark
Brockmeier bringing us together; he was the impetus for her
attending church services again. We also join Debby in giving
thanks for the Coalter and Riggins families who have stayed
healthy and for her new baby grand niece Hazel who is happy,
healthy and very loved. Cathy Hill gives thanks for being part
of the library team providing much needed services to the
people of Townsend and surrounding towns. Chris Clish’s
granddaughter Victoria turned 32 on August 13, we celebrate
with this extended family; we also celebrate that, although
living with Down Syndrome and finding it difficult being in
lock-down in her group home, Victoria is reaching out to
others more via texting.

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!

Wedding Anniversaries:
Bill and Debra Reeves, 37 years on September 10
OUR CONCERNS:
We offer prayers of consolation for Cathy Hill and her
extended family on the passing of her mother, Patricia
O’Byrne, on June 25. We offer prayers for Cathy Parsons’
cousin Brian who has been placed in hospice after having a
stroke. We keep Moe Tremblay in our prayers as he recovers
after being treated at Beth Israel Hospital in July. We pray for
Lorraine M as she continues with a new chemo treatment; we
pray that it has a good effect on her symptoms. We keep
Leigh-Ann Johnson in our prayers on the unexpected passing
of a very good friend in July. Prayers for Ray C as he heads
off to College in Boston at the end of August! We offer
healing prayers for Bob Pentland (husband of a friend of

2-Christopher Guba; 3-Phil Andexler; 4-Antonella Basso
and Sarah Pacheco; 8-Melissa Genoter; 9-Emily Bruns;
10-Cynthia Curley; 12-Christopher Bennett; 14 Jonathan
Vincent; 15-Eric Gruber; 16-Skip Bataitis; 20-Amanda
Caprigno and Gini King; 23-Vera Bennett and Carla
Carney; 24-Myahliya Carney; 25-Pamela Kelsea and
Meghan Woodward; 28-Sharlene Rourke and Julie
Zielenkievicz; 29-Rebecca Hersey and Michele Merenda.
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Renee’s) who had surgery recently, which was not completely
successful, and now has a blood clot the length of his leg. We
also pray for Clareese Caprigno who is dealing with multiple
blood clots and extensive medical treatments in the hospital.
We pray for all those who are dealing with the aftermath of
the tropical storm that hit us in early August, including our
own Pastor Marvin who had a tree fall on her car – thankfully
not while anyone was in it (picture below); we pray for those
who are dealing with the greater aftermath of this storm from
when it was a hurricane. We pray for the leadership of TCC;
may their decisions in these difficult times be guided by God’s
wisdom.

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS
I subscribe to the UCC’s Still Speaking Daily Devotional,
which delivers to my inbox every morning a selected portion
of that day’s lectionary readings along with a short reflection
by a UCC pastor. I will be honest and admit that I do not
always give these devotionals the contemplation time they
probably should get, but I do feel enriched most mornings, and
definitely have had my perspective broadened on several
occasions. A recent devotional especially spoke to me (maybe
I was feeling a little fractured that morning) and I have
decided to share it with my church family for your
contemplation – or not...

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s
sister, Morag Graham, Barbara Goodwin’s
step son, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s mother, Meryle, who all
have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s friend,
Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Charlie
Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver
cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly, breast
cancer; Maureen (family friend of the Emersons), brain
cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau), breast cancer/brain
cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother), chronic lymphocytic
leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia,
breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend, Jerry Quince, brain
cancer; Bob (friend of the D’Angelillo family); Marcel
Falardeau, pancreatic cancer, and Ken (friends of Lee
McTighe); Cheryl Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie (friend
of Moe Tremblay), Multiple myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest
brother, Ray, prostate cancer.

Cathy Hill

Fractured
August 15, 2020
Written by John Edgerton

How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together
in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running
down on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on
the collar of his robe. - Psalm 133:1-2 (NIV)
Our country is deeply fractured. Division has reached the
point that we view those who differ from us not as compatriots
but as people who live in a different country, a country we
would not want to live in.
In protests and counter-protests, on social media and our
choice of news, our fractures entrench themselves. Even basic
public-health guidance has become a flashpoint. We have
moved beyond the point where a return to “normal” can be
achieved by symbolic gestures or speeches or prayer-vigils.
The divisions among us can only be resolved by real,
substantive change.
And thank God.

It’s hard to see the damage, but Pastor Marvin’s poor car was
totaled by that tree!

When tens of millions are unemployed and yet the stock
market soars, things must change. When policing methods
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continue to brutalize Black and brown people, things must
change. When more than a hundred and fifty thousand people
die from a preventable illness, things must change.

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and
you will be able to speak with a licensed mental health
professional, or an advanced level graduate student, who will
discuss the situation with you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings.

And your church can be part of changing things for the better.
Your church can help heal the divisions in your community by
addressing your community’s pain. Your church’s works of
justice and mercy have never been more important. Can you
imagine what beautiful, healing work hundreds of thousands
of faithful Christians might accomplish? Systems of
oppression named and dismantled. Educational disparities
acknowledged and addressed. Hunger revealed and alleviated.
It would be like precious oil poured on the head, running down
on the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the
collar of his robe.

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at https://interface.williamjames.edu/

Prayer
God, may we be the anointing the world needs.

Submitted by Pam Snaith
About the Author
John Edgerton is Lead Pastor at First United
Church of Oak Park, Illinois.

LECTIONARY, SEPTEMBER 2020
September 6, 2020 - 14th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 33:7-11; Psalm
119:33-40
Second reading: Romans 13:8-14
Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

COMMUNITY NEWS
In-Library Browsing
at Townsend Public
Library

September 13, 2020 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114 or
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 50:15-21;
Psalm 103:(1-7), 8-13
Second reading: Romans 14:1-12
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35

For those of you who have been
asking about when you can
browse inside our town library, the wait
is over! You can now register ahead of time to go in and
browse for half an hour. Starting in September, there will be
in-library browsing on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, with some evening hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays;
to register, simply go to the online calendar on their web site
(http://townsendlibrary.org/) and register for the time slot you
want. There are only 6 browsers permitted in the library at one
time so be sure to plan ahead. If you have questions, or require
assistance in registering, call the library at 978-597-1714.

September 20, 2020 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6,
37-45
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm
145:1-8
Second reading: Philippians 1:21-30
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
September 27, 2020 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4,
12-16
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32;
Psalm 25:1-9
Second reading: Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

-7-

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
See weekly Spirit for Worship start time - Face
masks mandatory

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

