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Sunday Mornings

 Nature Confetti

After speaking with two people from our
new worship task team (consisting of
Kathy Duckett, Renée Fossey, Heather
Rochette, and Wanda Wilson), I
understand that they plan to continue
opening the church on Sundays between 9
am and noontime, and Renee will be
playing the organ between 10 and 11 am.

 Our Prayers
 Monthly Lectionary
 Community News: MSPP Interface;
TEO; Townsend Public Library
Events

Remember to check the
members-only portion of the
TCC website for updated
reports.

Free Concrete Bonding Agent
As you may have noticed, the back
walkway was mended and we have some
concrete bonding agent left over. If you
have a concrete area that could use some
repair, you are welcome to what we have
left. If interested, contact me at
michelleenright25@comcast.net.
Michelle Enright

There is no organized worship
service; just a time to worship quietly in
the sanctuary with prayer and meditation,
and to listen to sacred music. A mask and
social distancing are still required for
anyone who wishes to participate.
The worship task team is meeting and
looking at other possibilities, in
accordance with state health guidelines for
churches. Should any changes for Sunday
mornings be decided and approved by the
Council, this information will be passed
on to our church secretary, Leigh-Ann,
and she will include it in the weekly
Spirit. If you are unable to get the Spirit,
Leigh-Ann is scheduled to be in the
church office on Friday mornings, so you
may call her at that time to ask questions:
978-597-8925.
Cathy Hill

welcome is as extravagant as the sheep’s need to flock and
bring in anybody and everybody. Jesus opened his arms to
enfold you and you and you and the one who does not think,
or look, or pray like you. Jesus re-incorporated people into
society from which they had been expelled. Jesus created
flocks of diversity.
Jesus also gives us our marching orders: Do you love me?
Feed my sheep. Tend my lambs. All my sheep, carry and
protect all my lambs.

Rev. Marvin Caldwell

Update from Our
Minister for
Finance

Marvin’s Musings
Dear Friends,

Giving has decreased since we’ve
started social distancing. We also
have not been able to hold any fund-raisers and thus, we are
currently running an arrearage of ($18,970).

What do you think about sheep? Do you know any? I think my
favorite sheep are portrayed in Mary Iselin’s paintings. She
notices their personalities and gives each sheep its own
character. It takes looking and seeing, detailed observation to
do that.

' Contributions for the month of May total $7,045.
' Based on the approved 2020 budget, we need
approximately $12,000 per month to meet our
operating expenses.
' Contributions year to date totaled: $47,491
' General Fund received to date: $42,687
' Outreach received to date: $2,045
' Revitalization Fund received to date: $800
' Birthday Fund received to date: $1,124
' Initial Offering received to date: $75
' UCC Member Dues received to date $760 (Voluntary
member dues are $20 per person)

Sheep receive more attention in the Bible than any other
animal. We are often spoken of as sheep; the sheep of God’s
pasture, fed and led by God. Jesus says I am the Good
Shepherd who seeks out the lost gathering them to safety.
Sheep when well cared for come running to greet you. Do we,
the sheep of God’s pasture, follow Jesus’ voice?
Sheep also have less than laudatory behaviors. They nibble
and nibble, wandering off to the next delectable morsel of
grass, not paying too much attention to where they are going.
Suddenly they find themselves away from the flock, out of
sight, lost and alone, ready prey. Have you ever found yourself
wondering how you got into a less than optimal situation?
How did I get here? What do I do now? We need good leaders
who are focused on our welfare, our well being.
Sheep need a flock. They need to belong. They will flock with
other animals, all sorts of other animals. At one point Jesus
tells his disciples as he is about to send them out for field
education, I send you out as sheep among wolves. What is he
saying? Wolves do not accept any but their own kind. Talk
about intense tribalism. Sheep however, will welcome other
animals into their flock.
God is all about abundance. We often talk a zero sum game, as
if there is only a little to go around and if you get more, I get
less. That’s not God’s viewpoint. God brings forth abundance.
God provides green pastures for all. God grows the pie so
everyone will have enough, not too much, nor too little. God’s
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3-Kaily Urato; 5-Debby Coalter
and Rosie Snaith; 6-Glenda Profit
and Wanda Wilson; 8-Bruce
Beauchesne, Kim Emerson and
Trever Snyer; 9-Laura Gustafson;
13-Ivy Johnson; 22-Joan Bullard;
24-Gary Hatch and Benjamin
Hersey; 25-Megan Bruns and
Chris Genoter; 26-Kristina
Cormier; 28-Holly Lyn
Beauchesne and Hayden Urato; 31- Carole Gustafson

Poetry Corner

A.S.A.P.
Always Say A Prayer

1-Jodi Robinson; 2-Amanda
Rochette; 3-Alan Beauchesne;
4-Charlie Duckett; 7-Tammy
Blackburn; 8-Michael Cloutier;
11-Lyn Bennett; 15-Summer
Goyette; 23-Grant Swenor;
24-Myahliya Carney; 26-Cathy
Hill and Robert Nicoll; 27-Lisa
Burnham; 28-Ryan Benson

There’s work to do,
Deadlines to meet,
You’ve got no time to spare,
But as you hurry and scurry,
Always Say A Prayer.
In the midst of family chaos,
“quality time” is rare.
Do your best;
Let God do the rest:
Always Say A Prayer.

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!

It may seem like your worries
Are more than you can bear.
Slow down and
Take a breather—
Always Say A Prayer.
God knows how stressful life is;
He wants to ease our cares,
And He’ll respond
A.S.A.P.—
Always Say A Prayer
Author Unknown
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noted that food pantries and prepared community meals were
experiencing increased demands.

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS

A number of churches were engaged in new face mask
ministries as well. A few churches were supporting childcare
for essential workers. A few other creative endeavors
mentioned:

Churches Partnering More in
Service; Less in Worship

n We have hired a Street Outreach Worker to go out and
minister among the unhoused, offering prayer,
friendship and referrals.

6/2/2020

n We are providing face masks to partner restaurants
who have assisted us with fund raisers and special
events.

The Conference recently conducted a wide-ranging survey of
churches, in which 260 churches participated. This is the
fourth article in a series looking at the results, and looks at
how churches have been partnering with others to respond to
the crisis.

n We are delivering cards and masks to local hospitals
and nursing homes.

The first article looked at the financial situation of
churches.

n We are working with a newly formed local
community aid group.

The second looked at how clergy are faring.

Partnerships with other churches were mentioned less
frequently.

The third looked at how churches have managed in
moving worship and other ministries online.

n Area clergy are collaborating to support the hospital
with chaplains.

Susan Townsley, Associate Conference Minister for
Innovation, Leadership & Change offers the following analysis
of this section of data:

n Recently one of the pastors of the local Assemblies of
God has connected with our clergy association. She is
the first of their staff to ever show an interest in
connecting with us.

COVID-19 has meant real challenges for the feeding programs
many of our churches support. It is no surprise that when we
asked about the partnerships that churches are developing, the
most frequently selected among the multiple choice was
community organizations, and the ones most named in the
comments were those that address food insecurity.

n Joint Palm Sunday service with Episcopal and UUA
church.
n Relationships with other churches and emergency
services are deepening.
Only a few churches noted worship partnerships. This may
reflect that the survey was taken relatively early in the stay
home orders. We expect to see, indeed the Southern New
England Conference would encourage, churches developing
worship partnerships in order to support one another as the
production of worship gets wearing, and as clergy are in need
of vacation time during the summer months. Only 1% of our
respondents named sharing bible study. To be sure, these
groups can be highly relational, and it may take clergy a while
to see how to develop mutually beneficial models of
resourcing such groups.
When asked about the impact of their ministries (a comment
only question), again, feeding programs were mentioned more
than anything else, with 42 respondents naming them as a key
impact. Second most frequently named impact was fostering
the human connection. Many clergy named the caring and
outreach as essential parts of their ministries right now. Many
had developed or strengthened intra-church ministries where
each member is receiving some form of contact,
communication, or prayer. Visibility in the community was
also noted by 13 respondents:

It is unclear whether these partnerships were completely new
or were new efforts within established relationships. In many
cases respondents noted we are deepening our relationship to,
or we have increased our support of nearby agencies. It is clear
that our churches take their mission to the well being of local
communities extremely seriously. Universally, our respondents
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n We are adding new banners and thank you’s and
increasing our involvement in social media.
n We have increased our card ministry to include
hospital workers, first responders and grocery store
employees.
n Our church sign message has twice made the local
papers.
Of note are these comments regarding impacts:
n The crisis has exposed a number of hard truths
regarding the age of the congregation and the lack of
energy and ability to engage in conversations to work
together to navigate these challenging and uncertain
times.

Nature Confetti

n The privilege in our community extends to pandemics.

While poking around online, I ran
into this fun and environmentally
conscious idea last year but did not
have room to include it in the
newsletter. This year, there are
probably no big celebrations
happening due to social distancing,
but I have room to include it, so if it
appeals to you, tuck it away with
any plans you have for special celebrations in the future.

n The congregation is finally starting to get the fact that
the deacons are in fact ministers and starting to call on
them, ask them or what they need, and not just contact
me. The deacons feel empowered and the
congregation is starting to grasp the reality that we are
all in ministry together.
As when asked to comment on these impacts, respondents
noted that online worship is, in itself, impactful. The medium
has particular benefits that our respondents name as worth
continuing:

For weddings and table decorations, or anything for which you
might use confetti, make your confetti from leaves! This is a
great alternative to plastic confetti that ends up in landfills or
the ocean as this is biodegradable and renewable!

n People are increasingly willing to share about their
faith with one another through some platforms we are
experimenting with (blog, social media). Testimony is
on the rise now that it does not involve public
speaking.

Some ideas for materials are autumn
leaves, flower petals (dried or fresh), or
even large-leaf herbs. This can be a fun
family activity using hole punches in
your shape of choice; hearts, stars,
circles, etc. The only drawback I could
find from all the online comments was
that you couldn’t do it too far in
advance of your event as fresh foliage
can get moldy if left for too long.

n Gone are the days when folk are unable to come to
church because their bodies cannot handle the pain of
sitting in our uncomfortable pews, they’re sick
recovering from treatments at home, in the hospital,
mental illness is getting in the way, the roads are too
slick, the service takes place in the evening and I
won’t drive, or folk going home because they can’t
find a parking spot close enough to the church.

Submitted by Cathy Hill

n It’s been a wonderful opportunity for people to try our
church without being a strange person in a strange
church.
Reprinted with permission from the Southern New England
Conference, UCC, sneucc.org.
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OUR BLESSINGS:

Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother),
chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Tracy
Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend,
Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Bob (friend of the D’Angelillo
family); Marcel Falardeau, pancreatic cancer, and Ken (friends
of Lee McTighe); Cheryl Borko’s dad, throat cancer; Nattie
(friend of Moe Tremblay), Multiple myeloma; Moe
Tremblay’s oldest brother, Ray, prostate cancer.

We continue to give thanks for all
those who have remained in service to
their communities throughout this
time of pandemic. We join with
Leigh-Ann in congratulating her
daughter Ivy in graduating from
kindergarten, and for Madeline graduating from 5th grade. We
keep Beth Klein’s extended family in our happy prayers as
they prepare for the marriage of her son on July 9. We offer
prayers of thanksgiving that Elaine D’Angelillo received good
news from her doctor; to continue with her physical therapy
and not check back in for another 6 months. We celebrate with
Chris Clish and her extended family on her cousin Ann being
declared cancer free.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Paul and Heather Nixon, 12 years on July 26
Lee and Kathy Duckett, 32 years on August 6
Charlie and Rebecca Hersey, 30 years on August 11
Niles and Michele Busler, 51 years on August 24
David and Wanda Wilson, 47 years on August 25

LECTIONARY,
JULY 2020
July 5, 2020 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67;
Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of Solomon 2:8-13
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Zechariah 9:9-12;
Psalm 145:8-14
Second reading: Romans 7:15-25a
Gospel: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

OUR CONCERNS:
We continue to pray for all those who are grieving the loss of
loved ones during this time when we are unable to gather in
community and gain comfort. We keep in our prayers Sandy
LaPointe’s brother-in-law Duke who is again in the hospital in
FL, and her sister Sally who is very stressed as she helps her
husband with health issues. We offer healing prayers for Chris
Clish’s cousin Paulette who is recovering from a broken
shoulder. Prayers for Chris’ neighbor Karen who is undergoing
further testing for upcoming medical procedures; and who is
also mourning the loss of her nephew Jess Meyer who passed
away from complications due to COVID-19. We keep LeighAnn’s dad in our prayers; he’s 78 and has been in the hospital
for his Parkinson’s disease and just got tested positive for
COVID-19 and pneumonia. Prayers for Cathy Hill and her
extended family as her mother (in Australia) has just been
placed in hospice care.

July 12, 2020 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 25:19-34; Psalm
119:105-112
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 55:10-13; Psalm
65:(1-8), 9-13
Second reading: Romans 8:1-11
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
July 19, 2020 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 28:10-19a; Psalm
139:1-12, 23-24
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Wisdom of Solomon
12:13, 16-19 or Isaiah 44:6-8; Psalm 86:11-17
Second reading: Romans 8:12-25
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:

July 26, 2020 -Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 29:15-28; Psalm
105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128
Alternate First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings 3:5-12; Psalm
119:129-136
Second reading: Romans 8:26-39
Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s
mother, Meryle, who all have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg
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with you, and then call you back with a referral which meets
your therapeutic needs, insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings.

LECTIONARY, AUGUST 2020
August 2, 2020 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 32:22-31; Psalm 17:1-7,
15
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm
145:8-9, 14-21
Second reading: Romans 9:1-5
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith

August 9, 2020 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28; Psalm
105: 1-6, 16-22, 45b
Alternate First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm
85:8-13
Second reading: Romans 10:5-15
Gospel: Matthew 14:22-33
The TEO mission is to provide emergency and temporary
assistance to Townsend residents that are in need of a helping
hand. Please reach out to them to see if there is any way you
can help – phone: 978-597-2209; email: teo2@comcast.net;
web site: www.townsendecumenicaloutreach.org.

August 16, 2020 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 45:1-15; Psalm 133
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm
67
Second reading: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Gospel: Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28
August 23, 2020 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 1:8-2:10; Psalm 124
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm
138
Second reading: Romans 12:1-8
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
August 30, 2020 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 3:1-15; Psalm 105:1-6,
23-26, 45b
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 15:15-21;
Psalm 26:1-8
Second reading: Romans 12:9-21
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28

As of this writing, the Townsend Public Library is only “open”
for curbside pickup, and some outside browsing when the
weather permits, but the leadership is working to plan a way
to safely let people back into the building as soon as they can.
In the meantime, readers of all ages can register and participate
in the 2020 Summer Reading Quest. For a fun introduction,
visit this youtube video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKBgJWDCFJs

COMMUNITY NEWS

... go to the Townsend Public Library site to register, then
contact them to schedule a time to pick up your fun bag and
quest cards with instructions.
http://townsendlibrary.org/

MSPP INTERFACE

The summer events include online programs for all ages, as
well as fun kits for the kids to do at home, like the everpopular slime and science time kits! The library’s web site is
continually being updated so keep in touch that way if you
can.

MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 x1411
during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you will be able
to speak with a licensed mental health professional, or an
advanced level graduate student, who will discuss the situation
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship at 9:30 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

