THE VISITOR
TOWNSEND CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
È At the Heart of the Community - With the Community in Our Hearts È
June 2020
Volume 42 No. 6
Pastor: Rev. Marvin Caldwell
Pastor’s Line: not in use
Home Line: 978-448-5496
(be prepared to leave a message)

TCC Administrative Asst.:
Leigh-Ann Johnson
Office Line: 978-597-8925
Village Common Children’s
Center Line: 978-597-0834
Editor: Catherine Hill
TOWNSEND
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UCC
PO BOX 487
TOWNSEND MA 01469

In this edition . . .

What Now?

 “Marvin’s Musings”: Pastor’s

This is a question many of us are asking. I
don’t have the answer, but I know that our
Council is conferring right now using
online resources. The next Council
meeting is scheduled for June 8 at 6 pm,
held online using the Zoom software. If
you are interested in attending, and do not
get an email with the Zoom link, just
email me at chill01469@gmail.com and
let me know.
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TEO; Townsend Public Library News

I did receive a news article from the
SNEUCC about the possibility of
churches reopening, and I have included it
in this newsletter so you can see what they
are recommending, but if you have strong
feelings, please let our Council know.
Pastor Mark has started his three-month
sabbatical and we have the Rev. Marvin
Caldwell as our interim pastor for this
period. She is already a familiar face to
many of us and I hope you send her a
friendly welcome when you get a chance.
I have not heard from many of my
“regulars”, so this is going to be a short
newsletter, but keep an eye out for the
Spirit in your e-mail each week as that is
where you will be notified of many of the
changes as they occur.
Cathy Hill, editor

Remember to check the
members-only portion of the
TCC website for updated
reports.

understand the value of hugs and the power of personal
connection.
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is in the first phase of
reopening. Will this open the flood gates? I’ve noticed fewer
people wearing face masks in public. Will people stop sacred
distancing? We need physical distance to help stop the virus
from spreading. I’m sure you heard the news item that if we
began practicing distancing a week earlier, just one week, we
could have saved as many as 36,000 lives. And yet we need to
maintain social connections. We are fortunate to have very
concerned and thoughtful Conference and Denominational
leaders. They are working with health officials, the CDC, and
others to think about what resuming worship might look like.
We need to do our own thinking, praying, and planning about
what resuming worship in the sanctuary might look like. The
virus will determine when. Given the slow pacing due to the
long time needed to discover what the consequences of any
action might be, any resuming of worship needs to be done
slowly and thoughtfully, well planned.

Marvin’s Musings
So much is happening so swiftly. Just a few days ago it seemed
as though everything was closed, canceled or postponed:
graduations with all the special activities for students,
weddings and funerals, even the Boston Marathon and the
Summer Olympics. Stores, restaurants, and playgrounds—
closed. At least there has been takeout and curbside pickup at
some places. Grocery stores are filled with masked staff and
customers; a regular convention of bank robbers.

Therefore we are thinking about possible alternatives for
worship. What might worship at a distance look like? What
are the spiritual needs we must consider? I am working on
alternatives. Renee has thoughts, so do our moderator, Lee,
and other council members. You undoubtedly have thoughts
and concerns as well.
We are the Body of Christ. Each and every person is important
and has valuable talents. We can’t do or be without each and
every one of us. As our Denominational leaders have said,
“We are not reopening because we never closed.” The work of
the Gospel is ongoing. We live and preach the Gospel of
Christ Jesus in everything we do. It’s probably apocryphal but
St Francis of Assisi gets credit for saying: “Preach the Gospel
at all times, if necessary, use words.”

Now the whole country is flocking to open, or not. It took ten
days for a friend to get an appointment for only a hair cut.
Admittedly she now looks beautiful and I still sport my nearly
10 week old thatch. I don’t feel comfortable being in that close
contact. Will you venture out to a dine in restaurant or the
dentist for routine hygiene?
There are those who say the government’s closing of houses of
worship violates separation of church and state and the
establishment of religion clauses in the Constitution. Frankly,
I do not see this as a religious or Constitutional question. This
is a question of public health and safety. No one is closing a
particular religion or favoring one over another. We are all in
this together, Christian, Jewish, Muslim or any other religious
persuasion. We close because it is dangerous for us to be
together no matter how much we want to be. I am a church
person. I love in-person worship. I love churches. Leave a side
door open and I’m bound to wander in.

May the Love of God in Christ Jesus, and the activity of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

Pastor Marvin

This is a question of public health. Worship, by its very nature,
the reasons communal worship feeds us, is prone to spread the
virus. Speaking, sharing our joys and concerns, praying aloud,
preaching – all disseminate the virus. Singing, perhaps one of
the best aspects of communal worship, really spreads particles
that can carry the virus. We are the gathered faithful, called by
God to be the Body of Christ in this place. We really like each
other. We like to talk and share, shake hands and hug. We
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Poetry Corner

GUIDE US, HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, guide our lives,
Help us in our times of strife.
Breathe the breath of life we plea,
Show us where we ought to be.

Although this year’s graduates are saddened by the absence of
their graduation ceremonies and celebrations, we are proud of
their accomplishments and wish them the best of all things as
they plan for and take their next steps.

Let your fire fill our souls,
With your spirit to control.
May we use your wisdom while
We reach out to humankind.

This year’s graduates are:
Raymond Cutler is graduating from Lawrence Academy and
will be attending the Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and
Health Science in Boston for his Doctorate.

May your winds make us aware,
Of our neighbors and their cares.
As we pray for those in need,
Strengthen us to take the lead.

Melissa Genoter is graduating from NMRHS and will attend
the University of Maine to major in environmental science.
Benjamin Hersey is graduating from NMRHS and, although
accepted at all colleges in the health science field that he’s
applied to, he has narrowed it down to 3 but hasn’t yet made
a final decision.

Help us listen, feel you near,
Be open to what we should hear.
May we use the gifts you give
That our lives be holier lived.

Taia LaPointe, granddaughter of Sandy LaPointe, will be
graduating from a school in Worcester.
Ben Mulrenan is graduating from Sizer School. He will be
attending Fitchburg State University and will pursue a degree
in studio art and theater.

Christine Clish

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!
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building size and condition, age of congregation, size of
congregation, health care capacity in community, rate and
incidence of spread in community. The way forward won’t be
linear. There is the possibility of new spikes in infection that
may return us to Stay Home Stay Safe requirements. Based on
these phases and the current trends, we believe in person
worship in buildings will need to be suspended through at
least the end of the summer.”

2-Elaine D’Angelillo; 5-Trenton
Goyette and Debra Greene; 6-Arnie
Howard; 8-Sydney Davidson; 13-June
Beauchesne; 16-John Mims; 24-Tyler
Beauchesne, Corey Martineau and
Lorraine Misner; 26-Max Duckett; 28Cheryl Borko

Kendrix also lifted up the statement from the Massachusetts
Council of Churches issued in response to Baker’s
announcement.
“While we welcomed the guidance of the state of
Massachusetts in terms of the kinds of precautions that will be
needed when our churches do return to worship in person in
church sanctuaries, we are doubly grateful for the response of
the Massachusetts Council of Churches,” said Bridge
Conference Minister the Rev. Marilyn Kendrix. “It is clear
that our position is in alignment with theirs.”
That statement is as follows:
Boston, MA: On Monday May 18, 2020, the Rev. Laura
Everett, Executive Director, and Rev. Jennie Barrett Siegal,
President of the Massachusetts Council of Churches issued
the following statement in response to the phased economic
reopening plan which included new minimum safety standards
for reentry to houses of worship:

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS

Churches are designed to be places of healing, not sources of
sickness. We receive these new minimum safety standards
from the state with much concern for those people most at-risk
in our churches and our communities.

Churches Advised Not to Resume
In-Person Worship Despite New
MA Guidelines

Many Christians will remain in prayer and praise from home
at this time. To those Christians that do decide to return now
to their buildings, we advise all to act with extreme caution
during this pandemic.

5/19/2020 - by: Tiffany Vail
On Monday, Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker
announced that houses of worship may re-open to the public
starting this week, as long as attendance stays at or below 40%
of building capacity and other minimum safety standards are
met.

We know that faithful Christians across the Commonwealth
ache to return to their sanctuary for worship, and that the
gathering of groups of people for worship in other states have
been occasions for COVID19 transmission. Just because
congregations may return to their buildings does not mean
they should. “‘All things are lawful for me’, but not all things
are beneficial.” St. Paul wrote to the divided Church in
Corinth (1 Corinthians 6:12).

The Bridge Conference Ministers are maintaining their
position that Conference churches should hold off on resuming
in-person worship until at least the end of the summer.

There is a distinction between the minimum safety standards
set by local, state and federal authorities, and the guidance
from ecclesial leadership. The Massachusetts Council of
Churches connects a wide range of Christian traditions; some
denominations have already declared that their churches may
not gather in person until July 1, others until the end of the
summer, and still others until May 2021 or until a vaccine is
found.

“We know that this is disappointing for some of you," said
Rev. Marilyn Kendrix. "It is disappointing for us as well and
we know that for the sake of the Gospel, we must act in ways
that keep our siblings in Christ as safe as possible.”
Kendrix re-iterated the statement put out by the Bridge
Conference Ministers last week: “There is no one date that can
be universally applied across our Conference to every church
and every community. Things differ; local regulations,
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The state’s new minimum safety standards for reentry to
houses of worship raise many questions and concerns for the
clergy and lay leadership across the network of the
Massachusetts Council of Churches. In the days ahead, the
Massachusetts Council of Churches will issue further guidance
for churches to support their discernment of phased re-entry
into their buildings.

OUR BLESSINGS:
We celebrate with the Burnham
family on Teddy’s first birthday on
May 8. We give thanks that all in the Beauchesne family have
recovered from their bout with the COVID-19 virus. We also
give thanks for the generosity of the Townsend Community
Couples Club in giving $1000 to TEO to support their efforts
to feed the hungry. We celebrate with Judy Russell whose
retirement from Emerson Hospital has been finalized (process
started before the pandemic) and she is now at home and eager
to offer her volunteer services to TCC as soon as we are up
and running again. Heather and Ben give thanks for the many
people who came out to the Common and drove by to wish
Ben a happy birthday on May 16; it was his 18th birthday and
it was also supposed to be his prom. We give thanks for the
“Silver Linings” videos published by members of the youth
group; they help reconnect us and make us smile.

As we said previously to the Massachusetts Reopening
Advisory Board, any just response to the pandemic must
prioritize care and resourcing of the communities hardest hit
during the pandemic, especially churches in Black, immigrant
and unhoused communities that often serve as multi-service
centers in addition to spiritual homes. We remain deeply
distressed by the lack of comprehensive testing in communities
of color, unequal access to care and resources, the financial
and logistical burden on churches to provide masks and
cleaning supplies, and the decision fatigue of so many church
leaders already overwhelmed.
While much of the response to “reopening” has focused on the
economy, we want to remind people of goodwill that the word
“economy” comes from the Greek “ïéêïíïìßá” oikonomía the whole household of God. To care for the whole household
of God means prioritizing not just the care of the fit and
healthy, but of the sick and the lonely, the very old and very
young. To care for the whole household of God means
prioritizing the care of those most impacted. We have yet to
see this prioritizing from our national and state leadership. We
expect the Church to behave differently.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Jason and Sarah Goyette, 18 years on June 1
Meg and Chris Genoter, 23 years on June 7
Ed and Cheryl C, 26 years on June 23
Louis & Dorothy DuBreuil, 67 years on June 27

Tiffany Vail is the Associate Conference
Minister for Communications for the Southern
New England Conference of the United Church
of Christ.

OUR CONCERNS:
We had several deaths of people who were beloved of our
TCC family in the month of May; we offer prayers of
consolation for the family and friends of all these loved ones:
Pilar Hughes’ mother who passed away on May 3; young
Kristine letendre of CT, who lost her battle with depression,
anxiety, and PTSD on May 19 (her mother Laura is Lee
McTighe’s cousin); the grandson of Jessie Marshall, Sean
McCarthy (Nancy’s son), who passed away on May 14 at only
32 years old; a friend of Karen’s who passed away after a
battle with cancer; and two people who succumbed to the
COVID-19 virus: a dear friend of Chris Clish, Yvonne St.
Hilaire, 97 years old, who passed away on May 15, and
Blanche Beaudoin, Karen Baer’s 97 year old aunt. We keep
Carole Gustafson’s brother, Bill Jordan, in our prayers as he
is hospitalized after a heart attack, tests still being done. We
also keep Carole’s sister-in-law, Karen Gustafson, in our
prayers as she is home recuperating from a broken pelvis and
fingers after a fall. We pray for Chris Clish’s cousin Paulette
who has COPD; and her cousin Ann (Paulette's sister) who has
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cancer. We keep Natalie Davulis in our prayers as she
continues her battle with cancer. We pray for Marcel
Falardeau of Townsend, recently diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s
mother, Meryle, who all have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother),
chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Tracy
Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend,
Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Bob (friend of the D’Angelillo
family); Ken (friend of Lee McTighe); Cheryl Borko’s dad,
throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe Tremblay), Multiple
myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest brother, Ray, prostate
cancer.

LECTIONARY, JUNE 2020
June 7, 2020 - First Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 1:1-2:4a; Psalm 8
Alternate First reading and Psalm: -Second reading: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20
June 14, 2020 - Second Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 18:1-15, (21:1-7); Psalm
116:1-2, 12-19
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Exodus 19:2-8a; Psalm
100
Second reading: Romans 5:1-8
Gospel: Matthew 9:35-10:8, (9-23)
June 21, 2020 - Third Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 21:8-21; Psalm 86:1-10,
16-17
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 20:7-13;
Psalm 69:7-10, (11-15), 16-18
Second reading: Romans 6:1b-11
Gospel: Matthew 10:24-39
June 28, 2020 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Genesis 22:1-14; Psalm 13
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 28:5-9; Psalm
89:1-4, 15-18
Second reading: Romans 6:12-23
Gospel: Matthew 10:40-42
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Come and listen for God’s
still-speaking voice among us.
If I cannot listen to all of life, then any part
that I do hear will be only partial or
distorted. If I am listening only in chapel, if I
am listening only to my peers, if I am
listening only to my profession, if I am
listening only to my routine, then I have cut
out the poor, the children, the needy, the
holy where it is calling me to be present.

The TEO mission is to provide emergency and temporary
assistance to Townsend residents that are in need of a helping
hand. Please reach out to them to see if there is any way you
can help – phone: 978-597-2209; email: teo2@comcast.net;
web site: www.townsendecumenicaloutreach.org

- Joan Chittister
from Alive Now! July/August 1994

COMMUNITY NEWS
The Townsend Public Library has initiated the first step in its
reopening plan – curbside pick-up: if it is on their shelves, you
can request it and pick it up. Please go to their web site for
more information: www.townsendlibrary.org.

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 x1411 during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5)
and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental health
professional, or an advanced level graduate student, who will
discuss the situation with you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings.

Check their events calendar for online programs while you are
on the site.

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

