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My brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray. Our 

Holy and most Gracious God, may the words of my 

mouth and the meditation of all our hearts always be 

acceptable in Your sight.  Our strength and our 

redeemer, Amen. 

 Today’s text is all about the power of God.  It is Jesus 

reminding us that we have witnessed, throughout 

history, God’s redeeming Grace and work in the world, 

yet we always seem to find ways to disbelieve.  We seem 

to always find ways to rely on our senses, our worldly 

selves, what we see in front of us for answers.  We not 

only disbelieve that which we have not personally 

witnessed; we disbelieve that which has not agreed with 

our own worldviews.  And that has led to the tragedies of 

the ages, whether the disputes are between neighbors 

and you don’t talk for a few days and feelings get hurt or 

between nations and you don’t talk for a few months and 

war is declared and thousands, and sometimes millions, 

pay the price.  How quickly we forget that all is from God, 

and we repeat the mistakes of history.  Of sin.  Of the 

person’s folly when people rely only on their own selves.  

And this is the lesson today. 
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One of the greatest challenges of faith these days is 

belief—belief in Christ, in the Power of God, and God’s 

power manifests itself in the world today.  The text today 

gives us a glimpse on that challenge , and we can take 

some comfort that it’s not just a modern phenomenon; it 

was going on even 2,000 years ago.   

Our text says that disbelievers came to Christ and asked 

Him to prove that he was, indeed, who He said He was.  

They wanted all doubt removed.  They wanted proof.   

 We are people of facts, people of science, people 

who are not so easily duped these days.  We want to 

know that we can believe in what we can believe in.  We 

also want proof.  But in the ancient world, in Christ’s 

time, this was really, really hard to give.  Because how do 

you prove God?  It’s the atheist’s trump card, prove to 

me that God exists.   Which is impossible.  So it was in 

the ancient world when they posited a similar question 

to Christ.  Show me, tell us, that You are the Christ. 

 Remember Jesus Christ Superstar, that rock opera 

that the made into a movie and now is shown each 

Easter?  Can you see Alex Karras breaking into song at 

this point?  
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“If you are the Christ, yes the Great Jesus Christ, prove to me 

that you’re divine; change my water into wine….that’s all you 

need do, and I’ll know it’s all true….c’mon King of the Jews.  

Oh what a pity, if it’s all a lie, still I’m sure that you can 

rock the cynics if you try.  I’d only ask what I’d ask any 

superstar; what is it that you have got, that’s put you where 

you are?  Oh, I am waiting….cuz I’m a captive fan, I’m dying to 

be shown that you are not just any man, 

So, if you are the Christ, yes, the Great Jesus Christ, prove to me 

that you’re no fool, walk across my swimming pool…if you do 

that for me, then I’ll let you go free; C’mon, King of the Jews.” 

 So that was a bit of fun.  But it demonstrates the 

point, particularly in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

where people ask, “Why didn’t God prevent this?  Why 

did God allow this?  Where is God in this?” 

 We too often ask not the faithful question, but the 

skeptical question.  Even if we were told, even if the 

heavens opened in radiant light, we would think that it’s 

just a break in the clouds.  Not God.  Just like in the 

ancient times, it was custom, ritual, all the expectations 

and trappings of the worldliness of our Churchiness that 

prevents us from seeing the actions of God in the 



All We Like Sheep                                                John 10:22-30; Psalm 23 
 

Easter 4A May 3 2020 Townsend Congregational Church, MA Page 4 
 

world—the actions of Christ in the world—that obscure 

the revelation.   

 We are in the Gospel of John Chapter 10 in our 

scripture.  We are 2,000 years later, after Christ’s death 

in our lives.  And no amount of ‘show me’ will suffice, no 

amount of additional evidence is enough, no other 

encounter with God need occur.  The work has been 

done.  The evidence is in the Bible.  And it is in our lives.  

It is in our experience, if only we would believe.  If only 

we had eyes that would see, and ears that would hear. 

 We are still skeptics of the Power of God, Christ, and 

Holy Spirit in the world then, and in the world now. 

 Our texts hold the key.  Sheep hear the voice of the 

Shepherd and Jesus says, “I know them and they follow 

me”.  What does the 23rd Psalm say?  “The Lord is my 

Shepherd, I shall not want”.  Shepherds do a couple of 

things that are critical for our lives.  For the farmers out 

there, what do they do? (wait).  Shepherds go out to the 

pasture, see where the holes are and keep the sheep 

from there and falling in.  Shepherds kill the snakes in the 

pasture before the sheep get there.  Shepherds find the 

good grass and put the sheep there to be peaceably fed.  
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The sheep follow, believing in the Shepherd’s guidance.  

Or they ignore the Shepherd and they wander off and get 

eaten by wolves or lions or tigers or bears (Oh my). 

 But that doesn’t explain COVID-19.   

 Frankly, nothing Godly can.  Millions are infected; 

tens of thousands died.  God has nothing to do with how 

that happened.  But God does sit with us in the silence 

that followed, in the uncertainty of economic futures, in 

the ICU’s and the talent of the physicians who fight to 

save lives, and in the eyes of friends and strangers 

behind face masks who seek solace and meaning for 

what it all means.  We fear losing control, and God 

knows, all of this is well beyond anyone’s control. And 

when we lose control, we blame others and disbelieve 

facts and just about anything else for the realities we see 

with our eyes and the ideas we have in our minds. And 

God is not part of that control mechanism because we 

need to dictate the rules for us to feel safe.      

But Jesus is OK with that, and moreover, Jesus helps 

us see how it all really is, not how we want it to be. God 

and Christ are one.  They will not be hurried or bullied 

into ever more desperate measures of proving that God 
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exists, or can do our bidding in specific situations.  God is 

sooooooo much bigger than that.   

If we are sheep of the Lord, and the Lord is our 

Shepherd, then we simply rest beside the still waters and 

restore our souls.  Or we fight God and demand proof.  

But God will not bow to our demands to be proven in our 

time, in our manner.  God will do things in God’s own 

hour, on God’s own time.   

You see, no one can hurry the Kingdom of God.  Not 

the disciples in ancient times, not us in our rush to find 

God, not our mothers and fathers who have lived lives of 

faith through the generations and have helped build all 

that we have right here, right now.  And we’re in the 

Gospel of John, and there is an important difference here 

from the other Gospels.  Christ does not hurry.  Christ 

does not have life taken from Him.  He says constantly in 

the Gospel of John, “My time has not yet come”.  He is 

not murdered, or killed.  He goes to the Cross when His  

time has come.  He goes when He is ready.  And it is in 

this Johannine framework that He gives us His gift of life, 

love, and community—"love one another as I have loved 

you”—when WE are ready to receive it.  Not before.   
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Not as a gift of messianic power that prevents things 

beyond our comprehension like the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Christ gives us love, and life, and community, and says to 

us, “I love you, my sheep, and I will always watch over 

you.  But you must also love one another… how?.... (wait) 

…that’s right, as I have loved you”.   

And when we achieve that, can we truly say that 

Mercy, and Justice shall follow us all the days of our lives, 

and we shall dwell in the House of the Lord forever.  

I’ll leave you with some final thoughts as we try and 

process the events blowing a whirlwind in our direction 

the last six weeks and will for many more to come.   

We cannot wait.  We cannot live in thinking that God 

will come down and save only the select few and leave 

the rest behind.  That theology—and the popular books 

that they have spawned in the “Left Behind” series that 

have sold over 55 million copies—is false prophecy, and 

does not respect the message of our scripture today, or 

the events we have witnessed with our eyes that see, 

and our ears that hear, these past few weeks. 
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There will always be skeptics who do not know the 

Power of belief, the Power of faith, the Power of the Holy 

Spirit, the Power of the Risen Christ.  No amount of 

waiting for proof satisfies, for it is never enough.  As the 

people of God, who live in covenanted, Christian 

community, we know all too well that all that is given, 

the trial and the tribulation, the joy and the hurt, the 

births and the deaths, the unimaginable and the 

revelation, all is of God.  We are not called to understand 

God.  We are called to follow the ways of God, as 

revealed by Christ.  We pray not for outcomes or stuff; 

we pray for the grace to deal with our lives, in whatever 

manner they happen, for life happens to us all and it will 

come in waves of fortune and misfortune.   

There are four types of faith.  All will come.  And it is 

challenging, in this world of ours, to understand how 

these faiths integrate into our daily lives:  

•assensus: accepting a statement to be true; 

this might be called "head belief" 

•fiducia: trust or reliance on God 

•fidelitas: faithfulness, living for God 
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•visio: a way of seeing reality; in particular, 

seeing God's grace at work 

It is in the progression, moving from assensus to 

Visio, in which we truly let go of our illusions and marshal 

the might of faith and the Power of God.  But as always—

we have a choice.  It can be as simple as assensus; or it 

can require hard work to manifest, as in Visio.   

 The faith that we exhibit is the faith that we feed the 

most.  Which faith, in light of the COVID-19 events and 

impacts, do we most feed?  In which faith are we the 

Sheep that are most fed, are best led, and are truly 

servants of the Kingdom?  In which faith can we say, “He 

restoreth my soul?”  The questions and answers are 

yours, my friends, and for that,  

Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


