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Pentecost, May
31?
What a year! Pentecost is
officially celebrated on
May 31st this year; with
Pastor Mark’s sabbatical starting
on May 18, the council had agreed
to a modified schedule of observing this
celebration on May 10. Of course, now we
have no idea when it will be safe to gather
together again and we may be celebrating
this with our own families, or with Rev.
Caldwell on the actual date. Only time
will tell...
In the meantime, we give thanks for the
timely updates in our weekly Spirit,
published and emailed by Leigh-Ann, our
church secretary!

Visit our web page at
www.tccucc.org

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
MONDAY, MAY 25 - NOON

Remember to check the
members-only portion of the
TCC website for updated
reports.

around and more, that our baskets are filled with many more
than a few loaves and fishes. We will not give into the
ministry of scarcity which says that we have only so much,
and must find ways to preserve ourselves before helping those
most in need. Love, mercy, justice, and Christian discipleship
living demand that we think differently to our impulses.

According to Mark

Jesus had just begun his ministry,
and the people liked what he was
doing. It was at that point that the
scribes and Pharisees, those in
power, started to plot to kill him.

We are an Easter people, knowing new beginnings are
possible if only we were faithful; a Pentecost people, sensing
the Holy Spirit can guide us toward new things if only we
would follow; a Christmas people, knowing that God came to
be one of us to teach us and show us the way. Let us
remember that always, knowing that the Kingdom purposes
are bigger than anyone’s
agenda, no matter how much
power they claim. We are
blessed, we are forgiven, and
we love our enemies because
God loved us first. “I give
you a new commandment:
Love one another as I have
loved you.” Thanks be to
God,

They tried to trick Jesus and did many things to show the
people that he was in fact going to destroy, not build, the
Kingdom of God. He spoke differently, healed those whom
they had deemed unworthy. Jesus spent time with the people
on the ground, not the people high above sequestered in the
Temple Mount and their righteousness. But Jesus’ message of
love spread through many demonstrations-feeding the people,
driving out demons, cleansing the sick and curing afflictions
imposed by years of neglect from the ones in charge. There
were no healthcare plans in Biblical times. But the ones in
charge made it known that once a person showed any sign of
weakness or infirmity not to their liking, they would be made
the object of sin-shaming, denigration, and denial of religious
ritual. Jesus’ ministry was not just a threat to their power, but
would pull back the curtain on their hearts of stone hiding as
religiosity.

Blessings,

Pastor Mark

But the more Jesus tried to move the people in the direction of
God’s Kingdom, the harder Caiaphus, the head of the Council
of the Sanhedrin, fought. Not just for Jesus’ imprisonment, but
his demise and death. He made false allegations. He lied to the
people to turn them against Jesus, and he conducted a public
trial for his own purposes. And he did not stop until Jesus was
killed in the most degrading and painful way imaginable, a
public crucifixion, quickly and without warning so that
Caiaphus could be rid of the problem once and for all.

Staying safe at TCC during the
Coronavirus crisis
New recommendations require us to do two things to keep us
all safe until we can safely gather again in groups of more than
10:
' Upon entering the building please go directly to a sink
and wash your hands. That way anything that you
have come in contact with outside of the building is
not brought into TCC.

But it was too late. Jesus was dead, but the message of Jesus,
the love and community which he loosed by his presence
began to spread, and could not be contained. It remained in the
hearts of the people, and they remembered their teacher, and
saw that his departure from their sight didn't mean the end, but
meant new beginnings, new ways of knowing, gave them the
courage to see God in a new way that would not just sustain
them, but strengthen them with grace.

' If you're meeting a few others here, please wear a
cloth face mask at all times. These are available in the
Church Office. If you need some for your family,
please take however many you need. We’ll make
more.
Remember, following Christ and Christian living is about how
we show care and concern for others. We were created to love
and serve God, who constantly reminds us that compassion,
mercy, charity, and love are the primary ways we demonstrate
that love of God and building God’s Kingdom. So even if we
don’t think we need to do simple things to protect ourselves,
it is protecting others around us that is the focus of these two
simple rules. Thanks for your cooperation!

The Easter story is our story, friends; it is the story of the
power of presence, truth, and compassion over those who
claim God and God’s purpose for their own. Our time right
now commands our attention be focused outwardly to serve
others, just as the temptation is to close ranks and serve our
families and loved ones first. We must always remember that
ours is a ministry of abundance, that there is enough to go
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Update from Our Minister for
Finance

2020 TCC
AUCTION
POSTPONED

Online giving has increased some since we’ve started social
distancing. We’re still receiving checks, but the bank deposits
are running about 2 weeks behind.
' Contributions for the month of April total $2,746.
' Based on the approved 2020 budget, we need
approximately $12,000 per month to meet our
operating expenses.

As you may already know, we will not be able to hold our
annual auction on May 2. While we have not yet determined
what the new date will be, we want to assure you that it is still
being planned and you will be informed of the new date as
soon as it is known.

' Year to Date, through the 1st week of April, we
have received $31,963 and have an arrearage of
$6,806.

In the meantime, wouldn’t this time at home be great for
finally going through all those tucked-away places in the
house to see if there are any gems for the auction?

' Revitalization Fund received to date $750
' Birthday Fund received to date $687
' Initial Offering received to date $75

We will hold on to any items we already have and continue to
be hopeful.

' UCC Member Dues received to date $760
(Voluntary member dues are $20 per person)

Nancy and Dick Lee
lee.nancy24@yahoo.com
Cell: 978-790-5794 (for texts!)
Home: 978-597-8866

' Contributions for the week of March 30, through
Sunday April 5, totaled $2,486 per below.
' General Fund – $2,406
' Outreach – $80

Roast Pork Supper
Rescheduled, Again!
Jody Burnham has been such a great sport
about this whole supper thing! We know that
it is possible that it might not happen at all as
we continue to keep separate for the sake of our mutual health.
We are going to try one more time and schedule it for May 30.
If you cannot do what you signed up for originally (or can’t
remember that far back), please let Jody know.

May is usually a busy time in our Sunday school, with
preparations for a Children’s Sunday service and annual
church picnic to be held in June. Children’s Sunday is always
a very special day when we not only celebrate our children but
when our children are able to serve our church by leading our
worship service. Our church picnic is a celebration of the love
that we share as a church family, and the joy that our families
and children bring to our lives. We are sad to miss this special
day this year, but perhaps we can replace it by reaching out to
our fellow church families with a phone call, email, card or
other connection. We’ve all heard this said many times in
many ways over the past few weeks ... that it’s important to
check up on our friends as you never know who is having an

We are very thankful that we did so well with our February
supper, but due to necessary cancellations, we received no
income from suppers in March or April which amounts to
about $2,500-$3,000! If you have been blessed with
maintaining your regular income during this pandemic, please
consider temporarily increasing
your fiscal offerings to TCC;
perhaps reallocating unused
gas money?
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especially hard time. Knowing that someone cares enough to
take the time to reach out can truly make a difference to those
who are struggling with any number of difficulties and
challenges that come with the adjustments of schools and
church closing, and in many cases parents working from home
or dealing with the loss of income. Our families with children
have so many new adjustments to make and some come easier
than others. So please reach out to each other because we are
a church family and we are connected even though we are not
physically meeting each Sunday in our house of worship.

The Birthday
Fund
This is a fun way to
contribute above and
beyond your regular giving
to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!

May is also the time when we set aside one Sunday to honor
and recognize those individuals who have given their time and
talents to our children’s ministry through teaching classes and
helping out in the Sunday school classroom this year. In
addition we usually present our children with certificates of
completion for the Sunday school year and present Bibles to
children who will be moving up to the next class in the fall. If
our church has not yet reopened in June then be sure to watch
for some recognition in our June newsletter!!

2-William Hunt; 7-Nyla
Carney; 8-Teddy
Burnham; 9-Barbara Goodwin; 11-Jessie Marshall and
Shane Miller; 14-Jim Misner; 15-Andrew Reeves; 16-Ben
Mulrenan; 18-Kathleen Avison; 22-Virginia Hunt; 23-Bill
Coalter, Brydon Emerson and Sheila Miller; 25-David
Bennett; 28-Sandi Shepherd-Gay.

Birthday Bag UPDATE!!!
As a church, we have been working on a community service
project by donating items and putting together gift bags filled
with all of the items needed for a special birthday celebration.
Our initial goal was to put together 20 bags that will be
donated to Townsend Ecumenical Outreach to be distributed
to local families with children; families who don’t have the
means to purchase extra items to make their child’s birthday
extra special. Even while our church has been closed, we have
collected enough items to meet our goal of 20 filled birthday
bags, and we are on our way to reaching our new goal of 30
birthday bags! If you have items to donate you can drop them
off in the church office (please call first to confirm that
Leigh-Ann or Pastor Mark are in and the church is open).
Alternatively you can hold your items until the church
reopens. Our children, and our church as a whole, are putting
our FAITH into ACTION by serving our community and
bringing JOY to the lives of others!!!

I get asked, sometimes, why I include the names of people we
no longer see joining us in worship. My answer is simple; I
don’t know the reasons behind why people drift away from us,
but, when known, I try to include the names of all members,
whether designated active or inactive. If you see the name of
someone you miss seeing at church, get in touch with them
and wish them a happy birthday; our good wishes are not
constrained by membership!
–Cathy Hill

May the love of God be with you today, tomorrow and always.
Faithfully yours,
Sarah Goyette
Sunday School Superintendent

The date of the all-church Spring Planning
meeting is still to be determined, and most
likely will not occur in May this year. Once
the date is set, you will be notified.
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Poetry Corner

PANDEMIC
Living in a new world, a world we've never known.
Forbidden to go places, we feel so all alone.
Isolated in our homes with boredom as our "friend"
The days go by so slowly we wish this all would end.
Anxiety is rising, behaviors now return
To those who struggle daily new ways to live and learn.
Find a good distraction when worried or distraught
Support those all around you, teach what you've been
taught.
Do some meditation and calm your busy mind.
Think of ways to bring joy and ways to be so kind.
Be thankful for technology to stay connected still
With friends within the same "boat", a call would give
them thrills.
There is a bright light shining, for those who wish to see,
So many new beginnings availed to you and me.
Learn how to love each other while learning how to bake,
Re-arrange a bedroom, find recipes to make.
And we can still be social with calls or Zoom or Skype;
Text a friend good-morning, to loved one say good-night.
So don't give up the "battle", we all can be so strong.
‘Cause while we're quarantining we still can sing our
songs.
And since we lived much safer, protecting you and me,
We'll all come out much stronger, much wiser we will be.
Though we're in this together, there's going to be a time,
When all of this is over - our lives return sublime!
Christine Clish
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OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for being able to text friends and
family to keep in touch while we are apart; how
fortunate we are to have this technology at a time
like this. We give thanks for the four people (Wanda
Wilson, Karen Baer, Beth Klein and Dede O’Hair)
who have made over 300 face masks so far. Barbara
Goodwin gives thanks that she was able to return to
work. We join the Duckett family in giving thanks:
Kathy just had another stent put in and her heart is
doing better, and Lee is able to continue his work
from home. We offer prayers of thanksgiving for all
our family and friends who are remaining well
during this pandemic, and for those who have
recovered from a COVID-19 infection. We celebrate
with the Burnham family on Teddy’s first birthday
coming up on May 8. We pray for peace and health,
worldwide. We offer prayers of congratulations for
Sarah Riggins (Bill and Louise Coalter’s
granddaughter) who had her baby on 4/17, Hazel
Jean is 7lbs 14oz and 20 inches long, the proud dad
is Michael Pacheco (wedding is still planned for
October).

CONGRATULATIONS!
May 20, 2020 is David and Lyn
Bennett’s 31st wedding anniversary

OUR CONCERNS:

jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother),
chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Tracy
Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend,
Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Bob (friend of the D’Angelillo
family); Ken (friend of Lee McTighe); Cheryl Borko’s dad,
throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe Tremblay), Multiple
myeloma; Moe Tremblay’s oldest brother, Ray, prostate
cancer.

We continue to pray for the safety of all those who work with
the public, including Carole Gustafson’s daughter, Holly, who
is a nurse, caring for COVID-19 patients. We pray for Cathy
Parson’s brother Peter who is in Arizona with COPD. We
offer healing prayers for Chris Clish’s granddaughter and her
husband (Taylor and Nate) who are recovering from
COVID-19-like symptoms. Also, Chris’ granddaughter
Victoria (who has Down Syndrome) is having a hard time
understanding why she can’t go out and why visitors can’t
come in to see her. We pray for friends of Brad Bauer whose
15 year-old son committed suicide. We continue to pray for all
those who are struggling with the COVID-19 virus, including
Brian Cormier's sister-in-law, John and Nancy McLeod, Mary
Mason (a family friend of Cindy Miller’s), and possibly
Nick’s son. We pray for Beth Klein’s son, Kris; his dog has
cancer and is not doing well, and he is scheduled to be married
on May 15 and needs to decide on whether to postpone or not.
We pray for Lindsey Klein who is being treated for a staph
infection. We pray for all those who are caretakers of older
parents. We offer healing prayers for Tracy Winslow who is
being treated for bronchitis. We keep Moe Tremblay and two
of his friends in our prayers: his good friend Bill recently lost
his brother to an unknown cause, and another friend, who has
been diagnosed with multiple myeloma, has learned that he
has another 6 years before “things start happening”. We pray
that our country, and those most affected by this virus,
rebound from the horrific times we have endured. We keep in
our prayers Patrick and Christine, Karen Baer’s nephew and
his wife, who are expecting their first child, a girl, by the end
of May; we pray for a safe and healthy delivery. We also
continue to pray for John Ciccolini who came home from
rehab on 4/16 and two days later went by ambulance back to
the hospital; they are now concerned about his heart (which
put him in the hospital initially). Prayers for the families and
staff of VCCC not knowing when (or if) they will be back to
finish the school year. We offer prayers of consolation for the
family and friends of Mary Jane Kruger of West Townsend,
who recently died after a 10-day battle with COVID-19. We
offer healing prayers for Leigh-Ann Johnson, who seems to be
experiencing the return of medical difficulties she had last
September. We pray for Jolie, a young girl who was recently
in a bad car accident.

In the Time of Pandemic...
Submitted by Cathy Hill
With our Governor’s state of emergency and subsequent
request for people to self-quarantine to slow the spread of
COVID-19, I have heard many accounts of what people have
done to fill in their time. For those who are parents of schoolaged children, they were suddenly immersed into the world of
home-schooling, with the hopes of maintaining the curriculum
until the students may return to regular classrooms. Of course,
I just heard from my daughter that the state of NH has just
declared that students will not be returning to regular classes
this school year! I wonder if MA will follow suit.
There have been many people who have stepped up to make
face masks in light of the severe shortages of these at the
outset of this pandemic; in our own community, I know of
Wanda Wilson, Beth Klein, Karen Baer, and Dede O’Hair
who, between the four of them, made well over 300 masks.
That’s a lot of sewing!

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s
mother, Meryle, who all have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,

Some of the fun things I’ve heard of are the “hunts” around
the town, where families can drive around to “hunt” for items
in people’s windows; things like bears and rainbows. Brian
Cormier and Wanda Wilson are also currently encouraging
people to create “thank you” posters to hang where they can
be seen to show our appreciation of all those individuals who
still head out every day to provide essential services.

-6-

There has been huge growth in the number of people using the
online “Zoom” software to meet with others, either for
business or fun. I’ve attended one Zoom party with my library
coworkers. It’s kind of fun to go to a party without dressing up
and heading out, yet you get to see and talk with your friends.

Churches are often a source of food for those facing food
insecurity. Many have in-house food pantries, or partner with
community food kitchens and other organizations, to provide
meals for those in need. But the Covid-19 lock-down has made
it unsafe for volunteers to gather and welcome dozens, even
hundreds, of people into their spaces to collect food or to
share meals.

Speaking of Zoom, the Townsend Public Library has started
offering programs that may be attended via Zoom and learning
videos that may be viewed on Facebook. Their Zoom-based
programs are listed on their online calendar.

This has led to changes in food ministries across the Southern
New England Conference. Many have converted to drive-by
collections, offering meals or bags of groceries to recipients
who drive up to a location and receive their food through the
window. Some churches have reported using similar methods
for collecting donated items. Below are some brief
illustrations of the specific changes a few churches have made
in their food ministries. (Some churches are also collecting
and providing food for the first time during this pandemic...)

Following this, I have copied an interesting article from the
Southern New England Conference that shares some of the
things being done around New England by organizations like
our own TEO.
While many of TEO’s regular volunteers had to step back due
to being in high risk groups, there are many others who have
stepped up to help while they are unable to go to their regular
jobs. We are very thankful to all of these individuals for their
work and care. The TEO organizers have done a great job of
determining how to serve those in need and still keep them as
safe as possible from infection. Some of their current
programs include the backpack program that provides schoolage kids with food to eat during the weekend; this program has
continued even though the physical school buildings have
been closed. They are also continuing the family food
distributions that provide food and necessities such as toilet
paper and soaps. In addition to this, with some help from the
Senior Center staff, TEO volunteers are also regularly
delivering food to the seniors at Townsend Woods and
Atwood acres.

A weekly hot meal program serving an average 100 meals per
week has changed to a take-out with two components. Those
who can come to the church receive meals by drive through or
walk up, keeping physical distance between volunteers and
recipients. A second component packages meals for delivery
to distribution spots around the town. Bloomfield meals have
increased to 200 per week during this lock-down period.
Bloomfield, CT also ran a school food program in which they
filled roller bags with 10-12 meals intended to get low income
families through the weekend. The program recognized a gap
in the food supply for families whose children received two
meals a day at school but nothing on the weekends. Since the
virus disruption began, the volunteers have been filling
single-use bags and taking them to the social services building.
Families can pick up the meals on Fridays. The church
reported filling 100 of those bags in a
single week recently.
Wilbraham United Church held a unique
drive-by food drive to benefit the
Community Survival Center in
Springfield. Wilbraham residents were
able to maintain their social distance and
help their Springfield neighbors by
passing food through their car windows to protected
volunteers.
At Woodstock First, volunteers now serve meals from a
pop-up tent in the church driveway. Cooks from Woodstock
First, East Woodstock Congregational Church, South
Woodstock Baptist Church, Christ Church Episcopal of
Pomfret, and the Congregational Church of Pomfret rotate
weeks preparing hot meals, then package them in containers
and place them in an extra-large cooler. Volunteers distribute
meals from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM. As guests pull up in their
cars, volunteers hand them their meals through their car
windows along with loaves of bread and bags of food stuffs
(jars of peanut butter, cans of soup, granola bars, juice boxes,
bottles of water, etc.).

Churches Modify Food Ministries
During Covid-19 Lockdowns
4/15/2020 - by Drew Page - Church Growth and Vitality
As the Covid-19 pandemic disrupts the regular work, school,
and social lives of millions, many find themselves in a
position of food insecurity, either something they are already
familiar with, or a new experience due to furloughs and
layoffs related to current stay-at-home policies.
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May 24, 2020 - Seventh Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 1:6-14
Psalm: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
Second reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Gospel: John 17:1-11

On March 16th, their first drive-thru Monday, the church
served 53 meals along with care packages of food items from
the CT Food Bank, donated baked goods and bottled water.
On March 23rd that number increased to 72. They are now
serving over 100 meals. Many of these folks had never been
seen before at the community kitchen. Some recipients
included several carloads of families.

May 31, 2020 - Day of Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers
11:24-30
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21
Gospel: John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-39

In response to the Covid-19 epidemic, the church ordered 5
pods from UHaul. Working with the town social services
office, food is collected during a specified 3 hour window,
then the pod is closed for the 7 days, recommended by the
local health director, so that any virus will be innocuous.
Drive up distribution takes place after that.
The Lee Food Pantry, serving Lee, Tyringham, Becket, Otis,
and Stockbridge is open every Saturday from 10 AM - 12
noon. The volunteers maintain social distancing for those
waiting in line. One person is allowed into the facility at a
time to pick up their designated family size of pre-bagged
food. The church reports that the local community has been
very generous supplying food for the pantry.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Drew Page is a member of the Conference's
Communications Team. He writes and edits
news, blogs, and devotionals, produces video,
and spends a week each summer deaning at
Silver Lake Conference Center with his wife,
Debby.

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and
you will be able to speak with a licensed mental health
professional, or an advanced level graduate student, who will
discuss the situation with you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings.

Reprinted with permission from the Southern New England
Conference, UCC, sneucc.org.

LECTIONARY, MAY 2020

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at https://interface.williamjames.edu/

May 3, 2020 - Fourth Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:42-47
Psalm: Psalm 23
Second reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Gospel: John 10:1-10

Submitted by Pam Snaith

May 10, 2020 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 7:55-60
Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16
Second reading: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Gospel: John 14:1-14

Memories of Ed West and Jeannie
Bartovics

May 17, 2020 - Sixth Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 17:22-31
Psalm: Psalm 66:8-20
Second reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22
Gospel: John 14:15-21

The Townsend Historical Society has put out a call for
memories of Ed West and Jeannie Bartovics. These memories
will be printed in the summer newsletter and archived. Send
them by May 22 to townsendhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com or
PO Box 95, Townsend MA 01469.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

