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Lenten Devotionals
available in the Church
Office
This cherished tradition of daily prayers
through the 40 days of Lent is once again
available from the United Church of
Christ. We have as many copies as needed
with the UCC going to on-demand
publishing for many of its seasonal items,
so come in and see Leigh-Ann and say
‘hi’ (weekdays, 10-1) or call her and we’ll
mail/email you this wonderful collection
of prayers, reflections, and readings.

again forgive those who have forgotten their discipleship
pathway that we will love them even if they hurt us? In order
to know, we are required to enter into relationship, dialogue,
covenant, mercy and compassion, even as we call out
bombastic actions or speech.

According to Mark
My friend Peter Marty is one of the
people who help me grow in
ministry matters and my personal
faith. I think he has some lessons
for us all as we enter into the season
of Lent, and contemplate our
individual and group paths of
Christian discipleship of humility and repentance, I’d like to
share some of that wisdom this month.

The Pharisee’s problem isn’t his own righteousness; it’s his
smugness, trust in his own goodness, and a comparison
between himself and others that Jesus calls out. So this Lenten
season, let’s not be all too quick to identify that we’re not like
the Pharisee (or is our own vanity and righteous self in the
way). What we might need is more distance from the
virtue-seekers, less self-promotion, and a posture of the tax
collector: We are going to have a very tough row to hoe
without God’s mercy.

The Orthodox church celebrates the Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee (Luke 18:9-14) 3 weeks before Lent begins
each year. The Pharisee in the scripture doesn’t pray as much
as he tells the world of his own righteousness: “God, I thank
you that I’m not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers,
or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a
tenth of all my income.” The tax collector stands to the side,
asking only for mercy. So the Pharisee is trying to say to
everyone that he is more moral than others, and this is told
because Jesus’ audience for this parable is “some who trusted
in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others
with contempt.”

Pastor Mark
Plastic Bags Needed
Each week the flowers on the altar are
transferred to waterproof plastic bags to
facilitate transporting them to various
locations. If you have extra plastic bags
(without holes) kicking around your
home, please consider bringing them in
for this purpose. There are plastic bag
holders hanging up in the kitchen. Thank
you.

The behavior of the Pharisee reflects what we see more and
more of these days, where folks will advertise their own
righteousness by expressing moral outrage at an issue or a
person in a bid to show that they are kind and decent in
holding these beliefs. The unspoken corollary is that if we
don’t agree with them, too, then we are neither kind nor decent
in our dissent. Posturing like this is not talking with someone,
but talking at them, and it reflects an age-old desire to gather
people to our side when we feel threatened or attacked.
Facebook and Twitter only help magnify this phenomenon
where we don’t have a dialogue as much as a broadcast to the
world about our need to be right.

Welcome Marvin Caldwell,
Guest Preacher, Sunday
March 15

We want to be good. We want to stand up for moral causes.
But it’s another matter to stand up and tell others how good
we are at the expense of our fellow persons around us. So
while moral outrage is done by all of us at some time or other,
we have to remember that it should also obligate us to do some
kind of action that brings hope and healing to or through
God’s beloved into the world

Pastor Mark is out on March 15 as he accompanies the Youth
Group for their confirmation outing to the Greek Orthodox
Church of the Transformation to learn about early Christian
worship and traditions from another branch of Christianity.
Marvin is a gifted preacher who will be shining new light
into our hearts, minds, and Spirits with the
well-known story of the Samaritan Woman at the
Well. It’s our last Passing of the Peace prior to
Easter Sunday, so let’s all come out and greet one
another and support our guest preacher! Welcome,
Marvin!

But we need to be cautious that we don’t just lob a
grenade at those whom we accuse of being
self-righteous…what if they have a real issue that
demands our genuine attention as disciples? Are
we in danger of our own dose of
self-righteousness? Where do we engage and pray to
God for mercy in our discernments, and how do we
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March is Membership
Month

EARLY BIRD 2020
TCC AUCTION
NEWS

What are member dues? This is the
church’s fee per member to
MACUCC that provides us with
many forms of support throughout the
year.

Even though it is really early, we
are excited to be chairing this year’s auction, to be held on
Saturday, May 2, 2020. Please add it to your social calendar,
start checking to see what items you could possibly donate and
think about how much fun we will have! Also, if you would
like to help out in any way, please let us know (so far, David
and Wanda Wilson and Carole Gustafson are helping us and
we have heard from a few others as well). And, we already
have a challenge!! If we can raise $2,000 in cash donations, it
will be matched dollar for dollar, for a total of $4,000! What
a way to start!! Thank you in advance and stay tuned!

With the budget so tight, the church is
asking each member who can, to pay
this $20 membership fee. If you are
able to contribute, a check should be
made out to TCC with “member
dues” written on the memo line.
Please be assured that inability to participate in this small
fund-raiser in no way affects your membership status with
TCC.

Nancy and Dick Lee

Jody Burnham

Lee.nancy24@yahoo.com
978-597-8866

6-Jack Enright; 12- Sasha Gay; 13-John
D'Angelillo; 14-Carrie Davidson;
15-Haeley Rochette; 17-Jonathan
Borko, Jr.; 18-Kathy Duckett;
20-Sherrie Cloutier, Leigh-Ann
Johnson, Donald Miller and Austin
Swift; 21-Jonathan Borko, Sr.; 23-Lee
Duckett; 26-Christine Clish; 27-Jody
Burnham, Donald Klein and Paul
Nixon; 28-Lloyd Clark and Lilly
Goyette; 29-Ken Bruns; 31-Susan Mills.

A New
Community
Service
Project!
During the month of March the Sunday school children will be
taking part in a community service project to serve the
children of our community!
We will be asking the entire church to participate in this
project by donating the following items:
Cake Mix, Frosting, Candles, Birthday Plates/Napkins, party
hats and blowers, blank birthday card

The Birthday Fund

Optional items: birthday cups, tablecloth, sprinkles, gel
frosting.

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We
appreciate those who have participated so far. Simply make
a donation on (or around) your birthday in the amount of
your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our
gifts grow!

Please see the
full page poster
about this
project at the
end of the
newsletter.
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RENTAL RATES
Join us on Wednesday, March 18
for a free turkey dinner, hosted by
Wanda Wilson and June Cloutier.
The meal starts at 5 pm and is open
to anyone seeking good food and
community.

Facility

Non-profit Organization Others

Fellowship Hall

$128

$200

Vestry

$40

$50

If you wish to rent for multiple events like a series of classes
or regular meetings, please contact the Church Office to
discuss multiple meeting discounts.

Catch a ride to the
Community Dinner
It’s only $1 to ride the Road Runner
to the free community church dinners! All you need to do is
call the Townsend Senior Center at 978-597-1710, 24 hours in
advance to schedule and they’ll make sure to get you there.

Rental of
Fellowship Hall
and Vestry

Poetry Corner

Submitted by Cathy Hill
It was requested of me that I share
with the congregation details of
what is involved in renting out our rooms. Upon request,
Leigh-Ann provided me with the document she gives to any
who inquire about room rental, and I have copied that
information here.

HAVE YOU SEEN GOD?
When you went to Church today,
When you sat alone to pray;
Did you look around to see
The face of God in two or three?

Please take any opportunity to share with your friends the fact
that we have a beautiful gathering area that can be rented, as
well as the vestry on the lower level.
Here is the body of the hall rental letter:
The Townsend Congregational Church rents halls for showers,
birthday parties, and other special events. The Fellowship Hall
seats around 120 people at tables and over 150 for auditorium
type seating. The Vestry seats 25 - 35 at tables and 50 for
auditorium type seating. Tables and chairs are included in the
rental. The Fellowship Hall is air conditioned.

Did you find one person who
Looked a bit like God to you?
Did you see God in his eyes?
Did she take you by surprise?
Did God’s love become quite clear
When your friend sat very near
And said to you with but a sigh...
“God loves you and so do I” ?

There is also a conference room available for meetings or
classes.
There is a wifi connection available in all facilities.
If you are interested in renting a room or hall, please contact
the Church at 978-597-8925 or by email at
secretary@tccucc.org. Please include the date and time that
you would like.

Christine Clish
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who work to make lives better. We give thanks that Trenton
Goyette passed his driving test on Feb. 9. We give thanks for
the organizers of our annual gift swap, Sarah says it was so
much fun, she laughed until she cried! We give thanks for the
church kids making valentines for other people in the church.
Paul Bordeleau injured his hand in a car accident on Feb. 11;
we give thanks that the accident was not more serious and that
the severe swelling is diminishing. We celebrate with Chris
Clish as the poem she wrote about being the bridge is
officially copyrighted as of Feb. 10 and we can use it as a
hymn in church; we give thanks for having such a talented,
and faith-filled person as a part of our TCC community. We
give thanks for new beginnings; the Emerson girls got to visit
with their dad (Paul) for the first time in over a year; we also
celebrate that he has a job after a long search. We give thanks
for having visitors sharing our worship experience. We offer
congratulations to Raymond C who got accepted to the
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences in
Boston where he will study for a Doctorate of Pharmacy.
Congratulations also to Cathy Parsons whose niece had a baby
girl, Emma Jane. And one more congratulations to Ben
Mulrenan who has completed the creation of his own 106 page
graphic novel about a boy with autism, this is meant to be used
as a tool for parents. Our recent worship visitor, Deb
Demazure, is going to be traveling to the Grand Canyon with
her family; we pray that they have a great time and safely
return home.

I would like to thank the many
members of the TCC family who
sent me cards, notes, and flowers
during my recent hospitalization,
surgery, and recovery. It meant so
much to know that I was
remembered, thought of, and cared
about! Bless you!
Lee McTighe

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks that Renee Fossey
has recovered from her illness and
has returned to work. Moe Tremblay gives thanks for the
professionals who restored his vision. Lindsay Morand’s
granddaughter was in a car accident recently; we give thanks
that she was not injured. We give thanks for all those who
contributed to and those who worked so hard to make our
January supper a success; $1,600+ was raised. Meg Genoter
added to this prayer in giving thanks that her children asked to
be able to work at the supper and had a good time. We offer
prayers of support for a friend at the high school who made it
into the Chamber choir; this is a significant accomplishment,
and will involve a trip to Spain to perform. We give thanks for
having Beth Klein, Janeen Baker, Tonya Callahan, Paul
Bordeleau and Jan Bordeleau all filling in for Renee while she
is on leave. January 26 was Health and Human Services Day;
we offer prayers of thanks for all those who do God’s work
every day, and for all the health and human service volunteers
across the world. We join with Bailey Mulrenan in celebrating
having her best friend visit from Florida. Kim Emerson’s son,
Ryan, recently spent a week with his dad in Florida; this is the
first time they’ve spent time together since his graduation - he
had a great time. We celebrate with the people of Lamontville;
the community center that is an essential part of their outreach
is going to named after Flo in celebration of her life. Carole
Gustafson was recently given a collection of Andy’s sermons
from the MACUCC; he has been gone for 6 years and reading
these sermons has brought back good memories for Carole.
We celebrate with Lee McTighe and her extended family on
the news that Kelly is getting married on Feb. 29 to her partner
of 18 years. There was an article in the “Nashoba Valley
Voice” about Judy Russell and the work she has done with
special needs people; we give thanks for Judy and for all those

Wedding Anniversaries:
Brad and Tina Bauer, 34 years on March 31

OUR CONCERNS:
We pray for Bob, a close friend of the D’Angelillo family,
who is recovering from cancer surgery on Jan. 27. We pray for
the student who had a seizure at school in January and had to
be taken to the hospital. We pray for a friend of Louise
Coalter who is about to start chemo and radiation treatments.
One of our VCCC teachers recently had transplant surgery; we
give thanks for this medical opportunity and pray for a full
recovery. As we are mindful of all the people around the
world with coronavirus, and other seasonal illnesses, we pray
for successful treatments. We also pray for all our Sunday
school volunteers who have been ill. We keep Kathy Perkins
in our prayers as she had to have surgery rescheduled due to
transportation issues and is in a lot of pain. We offer prayers
of consolation for the family and friends of Linda Hill who
died unexpectedly on Feb 6; Linda was a friend and coworker
of Kim Emerson. We pray for a friend of Carole Gustafson
who is suffering from multiple traumas after being hit by a car.
We pray for the family of a teacher at the Ashby school; her
husband recently died in a work-related accident. We keep
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Ken, a friend and former Vermont student of Lee McTighe’s;
as part of his cancer treatment 6 years ago, he had to have his
tongue removed, but he is still not doing well. We keep Cheryl
Borko and her dad in our prayers, his heart surgery went well,
but he has cancer spread throughout his mouth and throat; he
is 80 years old. We offer prayers of consolation for all the
family and friends of Peg Matthews who passed away on Feb.
12 at age 99; services for Peg will be held in the spring. We
pray for Cathy Parsons’ brother Peter who is in a psychiatric
hospital after he injured himself; we also keep Cathy in our
prayers as she is so far removed from him
in his time of need. We keep Meryl
Winslow in our prayers; she is currently in
the hospital with cancer tumors that are
growing quickly, Meryl would find great
comfort in hearing from people through
her Facebook page. We also keep Tracy
Winslow in our prayers as she grieves for
her mother while going through her own
health issues. We pray for a friend of Deb
Reeves, Joan McCorquodale, who has
raised 7 children on her own and has always been there for
others; she is at a point in her life where she needs prayers of
peace and grace and the healing hands of her doctors. We pray
for Nattie, a friend of Moe Tremblay, who has been diagnosed
with multiple myeloma. We continue to pray for the extended
Wilson family: David’s brother John is home from hospital
after his surgery, but cannot put any weight on his foot for a
month, and his wife (with Alzheimer’s) is struggling with
these changes; Brian Cormier’s cousin succumbed to the viral
infection she was fighting and passed away; their
daughter-in-law’s brother Shaun has tumors in his throat that
are very aggressive and the prognosis is not good. We pray for
Zander, a friend of Lucas Davidson, who has been out of
school for couple months. We keep Heather Nixon in our
prayers as she has been laid off from her job after 19 years;
Heather has a great attitude about this - she gives thanks for
having had such a good job for as long as she did, was given
a good severance package, and is looking to see where she can
use her skills elsewhere. We keep Paul Bordeleau in our
prayers as he is just having a bad month; he developed a nose
bleed on Saturday that would not stop and had to be taken to
the hospital.

hospital with the flu. We keep Shailyn’s uncle in our prayers
as he recovers from a recent heart attack.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy
Hill’s sister, Morag, Barbara Goodwin’s
step son, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s
mother, Meryl, who all have
Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s
friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend,
Caroline, jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s
Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini (Carol’s
husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly, breast
cancer; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother),
chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Steve
Meehan, stage 4 lung cancer; Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia,
breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend, Jerry Quince, brain
cancer; Marcia Nicoll, ovarian cancer.

COMMUNITY NEWS
MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 x1411
during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you will be able
to speak with a licensed mental health professional, or an
advanced level graduate student, who will discuss the situation
with you, and then call you back with a referral which meets
your therapeutic needs, insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for former
police chief William May, who was
scheduled to have a brain tumor
removed on Feb. 10. We pray for
Lee McTighe’s landlord who is
experiencing heart health issues,
and for his girlfriend who is in the

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith
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Take a look at what’s happening in
March at the Townsend Public Library

Mini Golf
Saturday, March 7, 4-9 pm and
Sunday, March 8, 10 am - 4 pm
Set up throughout the library and
senior center!

Also:
Sat., March 14, 11 am - The Flying Irish Dancers
Thurs., March 19, 6:30 pm Delvena Theater Presents:
Murder a la Carte
3-Day book sale: Friday,
March 27, 10 am - 4 pm;
Sat., Mar. 28, 10 am-2 pm;
Sun., Mar. 29, 1-4 pm
For details go to the “events”
tab at townsendlibrary.org
Open Sundays, 1-5 through
May 10 (except Easter Sunday)
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March 15, 2020 - Third Sunday in Lent
First reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 95
Second reading: Romans 5:1-11
Gospel: John 4:5-42

LECTIONARY, MARCH 2020
March 1, 2020 - First Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 32
Second reading: Romans 5:12-19
Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11

March 22, 2020 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
First reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm: Psalm 23
Second reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

March 8, 2020 - Second Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm: Psalm 121
Second reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Gospel: John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9

March 29, 2020 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm: Psalm 130
Second reading: Romans 8:6-11
Gospel: John 11:1-45

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2020
1 Worship/SS

2

3

COMMUNION

8 Worship/SS

4

5

6

7
Saturday at 8
Team

5:30pm Agapé Handbell
Practice
7:30 pm Snr Choir

9

10

11

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

15 Worship/SS 16
Rev. Marvin
Caldwell
Preaching

17

5-6:30 pm Community
Dinner
6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

6pm Council

22 Worship/SS 23

24

25

ROAST PORK
SUPPER

6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

29 Worship/SS 30

18

31

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR,
CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

