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My brothers and sisters in Christ, let us 

pray. God of our Epiphany dreams and 

realities in this Kingdom, may the words of 

my mouth and the meditation of all of our 

hearts always be acceptable in Your sight, 

Our strength and our redeemer, Amen.   

On Scout Sunday we celebrate how we 

build up kids to be responsible adults, yes, 

but also how we put them on a journey to live 

outside themselves in service to others.  We 

heard a little bit about that already and that 

living beyond one’s own wants and needs are  

also a core part of the duties in the Scout 

Oath.  Three things are in that oath—duty to 

God, duty to others, and duty to self.  It’s not 

an either-or choice; it’s an all-in oath, and 

these three promises cannot be unlinked from 

each other.  But the first of these is duty to 

God, and that’s where as a church we can 

share perspectives on this day here at TCC.  

We have two biblical texts that I think 

everyone has heard bits and pieces of over 
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the years, if you’re an adult, or you will come 

to hear in a variety of ways, if you’re just 

starting out.  Both offer words of hope to all 

people, but they speak more directly to those 

with little power in our society. And let’s not 

fool ourselves that we’re talking only about 

those who are beyond our sight struggling 

with issues around poverty, race relations, or 

migrant rights.  Both of these texts speak to 

us present here, now, because this indeed is 

the Kingdom of God we’re trying to build.     

There are two sets of beatitudes in the 

Bible, one in Luke which also imparts woes to 

folks who don’t follow God’s will. But 

Matthew’s beatitudes focus on those who are 

and will be blessed.  Blessed—what does that 

mean here?  Any guesses? (take all answers).   

Blessing, as Jesus says repeatedly, means 

favored. It means living with, and living 

under, God’s rule. That’s very different from 

our modern conceptions of success and 

happiness. Matthew seeks to comfort his 
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listeners with words of hope and guidance for 

those who suffer.  Remember suffering? How 

many of us really can say that we have 

suffered in our lives? Mmmmhmm.  But it is 

these very circumstances where our lives 

seem totally bereft in this world and the way 

it treats us that these verses are meant to 

address.  We’re not talking having a bad day 

or two here.  We’re talking people who mourn 

what the world has taken, folks who lack 

power and are kept down by others, those 

who are kind and try to do the right things 

but are persecuted for it. Do we know folks 

who the world turns their back on in this way?  

We ignore them.  But God blesses them.   

What’s going on here?  Jesus’ beatitudes 

are the pastoral message, but there is a 

prophetic one, too, where Micah speaks to us.   

Disaster is befalling the community of God in 

the old testament scripture.  Assyrians have 

destroyed the Northern Kingdom.  The 

Bablylonians threaten Jerusalem and have 
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taken almost everything else.  To a remnant 

people, Micah offers hope of restoration and a 

path on how to get there: “[God] has shown 

you, O mortal, what is good. And what does 

the LORD require of you? To act justly and to 

love mercy and to walk humbly with your 

God.”  It’s not about ever more extravagant 

sacrifice to show that WE have God’s ear.  

Only justice and equity can please God.  But 

justice and equity as God defines them in 

mercy and kindness, not using institutional 

power to wield one group or even one person 

over another. 

It's hard to make sense of this.  But God 

chooses what is foolish to shame the wise, 

and the powerless to change our earthly 

ways.  God chose Jesus on purpose this way, 

a foolish choice, an uneducated wise man, not 

even a trained Rabbifrom a small backward 

town in charge of Gods’ messaging, not the 

chief priest of Jerusalem.  No one would 

believe anything he said, surely.  But God 

does that to us a lot, chooses the unlikely. 
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God’s creation, all of us, we’re a funny 

bunch, we get it all wrong.  God simply wants 

us to love God and God’s ways and seek the 

truth. Jesus comes and shows us who is  

already doing that, the ones who walk 

humbly, love kindness, and do justice.     

But those folks aren’t who we expected.  

They’re not the ones we bring into our lives or 

socialize with, not even at coffee hour in 

church.  We’re not listening to Jesus and how 

the world can be made whole again.  Instead, 

we have created social systems that promise 

that we’ll remain quite comfortable as long as 

we follow our own rules. And we need to fit  

Jesus into our rules, too, because conformity 

is what matters, not upsetting our carefully 

crafted expectations.   

So what is our Duty to God, others, and 

self?  It’s probably not close to what we’ve 

been told, how we pursue success, and how 

we march forward day by day.  It’s something 

else entirely, and we have to look for it in our 

hearts. The choice is ours.  TBTG, Amen.   


