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My brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray. 

God of our Epiphany dreams and realities in this 

Kingdom, may the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of all of our hearts always be 

acceptable in Your sight, Our strength and our 

redeemer, Amen.   

Today’s text is about fishing, and fishing takes 

a lot of forms.  Just like last week when we talked 

about light and learned something, let’s go to 

school today also and talk a little bit about the way 

folks go about fishing. 

Growing up I learned the lazy way to spend a 

day fishing is just to put some bait on a hook and 

throw it in the water.  When I was a boy I visited 

my grandfather who lived on Otter Creek which fed 

the Mississippi River, and it was really easy to get 

a big branch, some twine and a hook, and wait 

from shore, and throw the line in about than 8-10 

feet out in the creek. 

We’d catch sunfish and perch mostly, and we’d 

set up what’s called a “night line” where we’d stick 

the pole in that soft riverbank mud and leave it 

overnight and get the fish in the morning.  Or 

sometimes we’d hook a snapping turtle which 
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came and ate the fish on the night line but then 

hooked himself unknowingly.  And every once in a 

while some thing broke the pole or pulled it clean  

out of the bank, pole and all. (Not sure I wanted to 

know what happened there.  Big fish or bigger?)   

Then as I got a little older I was introduced to 

fly fishing.   My grandpa had died and sold the 

creek house, so I learned these skills in Colorado 

in the rivers fed by snow runoff.  It was really cold 

water so we wore boots or waders and got right in 

the water and you’d sail our lines overhead in 

these huge, long arcs and get it out there in the 

middle of the river, hoping that’s where the big fish 

are in these pools and eddies that form along the 

rocks that are everywhere out there.  We might 

lose some lines to the overhead trees or snag it on 

a rock, but when a bite happened a nice size 

rainbow trout was the reward.   

Now if we’re lucky enough to live near a big 

lake or an ocean, we get in a boat and go for a ride 

with our poles hung out the back, which they call 

trawling.  Lots of folks today invest in fish radar so 

they can actually see the schools of fish and drop 

the bait right there and then don’t have to wait too 

long to get one in the boat.  Or if it’s deep sea 
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fishing, it may take an hour or two but landing a 

good size tuna can be a whole lotta fun.   

Finally, another way of fishing is what the 

disciples did way back in Jesus’ time and what 

boats today do on an industrial scale, casting nets 

and dragging it in and then seeing what’s come 

with it.  There are nets now called drift nets that 

are nearly 50 miles long, and these are the ones 

with doors for dolphins so they don’t drown getting 

tangled up, and we don’t feel bad about eating the 

tuna, haddock, cod, grouper, scrod, sea bass, and 

whatever the heck else lives out in the deep blue 

sea.   

 Now you’re asking me again…what’s goin’ on, 

what’s the point of all this, aren’t you?  Yeah?  Can 

I get an AMEN to that?  Amen.  Good.  We’re 

awake.  These different kinds of fishing are just 

like what we do in terms of our outreach and 

evangelism.  If we want a more vibrant church 

community, we need to invite people to come and 

see the messages of faith, hope, and love and how 

we live differently that makes it all worthwhile.  So 

I’ll ask us:  during our preaching series on Loving 

our Neighbor this fall, I entreated us to go out and 

invite someone we know who has fallen away from 
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church membership or attendance, or someone we 

know who might need to change their life’s 

trajectory.  How many of us did that?  Not many, 

sure, I can tell you from the visitor’s log in 5 weeks 

we got 1 new face. 

 What that tells us is that we looooove to do the 

fishing from the creek bank.  Set the pole and 

wait.  No work needed.  The fish will come and eat, 

right?  And who cares if during that process they 

get caught by a snapper?  We never had ‘em 

anyway.  So many perch and sunnies are so small 

they’re not keepers, and we end up throwing them 

back.  This is okay for fishing, but this is a huge 

problem when it comes to how we treat people.   

Fly fishing is a little more effective.  We can 

see someone who is in trouble.  We notice that a 

family is struggling because life is hard.  So we 

invite folks in to come and see, be, and play with 

us.  It’s one-to-one meeting people and letting 

them know they’re not alone.  Tad’s really good at 

this as a first responder, someone who meets and 

sees folks in crisis in the moment of that crisis. He  

follows up, helps out, it was called community 

policing and it was good for Townsend. Thank you 

for your ministry and excellence in fly fishing, Tad.   
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Deep sea fishing is when we might research 

demographic trends, send out a targeted campaign 

to neighborhoods or people, and generally do a 

little more than lazy fishing.  But just because we 

have our radar that tells us where the fish are, 

there’s no guarantee they’ll bite.    

Net fishing is like when we do events. We put 

together a “net” event and we draw them in to let 

them see us in action and be caught. This is called 

“event evangelism,” and we think this is our 

church suppers and community events like the 

Band Concert.  We try hard at both these things, 

but we need to be more deliberate in the people 

we meet and the invitations don’t deliver.   

So I think we can agree the best fishing is just 

like when we best meet people. We have to be 

more deliberate and go out to where the fish are. 

Notice that James and John were in the boat out in 

the sea fishing. You can’t fish from a distance. You 

can’t fish very well online, though it feels good and 

we spend a lot of time on our online presence and 

messaging. We have to go out and meet people. 

We have to step out into the water to fish. 

 Let’s look again at our text for inspiration:   
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As [Jesus] walked by the Sea of Galilee, he 

saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishermen.  And he said to 

them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for 

people.” And then right after that, the next 

verse:  Immediately they left their nets and 

followed him.  And right after that, the very 

next verse: “[Jesus] saw two other brothers, 

James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in 

the boat with their father Zebedee, mending 

their nets, and he called them.”  What do you 

think happened?  Immediately they left the 

boat and their father and followed him. 

 Here’s the point: listening and following God, 

because Jesus is God, right, the Word made flesh, 

changes lives.  When these folks heard God’s call 

to a new life, a new way, a new truth, they left to 

follow God, and their lives changed their lives 

dramatically. The early disciples had to rethink 

every aspect of their life:  family, friends, religion, 

allegiances, their occupations, their entire lives.  

The same should be true for each and every one of 

us. There are a lot of folks right here, right now, 

swimming along, waiting for us to get in the water 
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and throw out the bread of life.  If we faithfully 

follow God, it changes us, and we should want to 

go fishing.  Not in a bible thumpy way, because it’s 

not about some heaven and hell dynamic.  We’ve 

talked about that.  It’s about changing lives right 

here, right now. 

 I’ll leave you with this final thought.  Every life 

has an inflection point where going about our 

routine just doesn’t work anymore.  There is a 

need to change and feel belonging, love, hope, and 

mercy.  That is the immediate call and response to 

following Jesus. The disciples didn’t wait and 

contemplate and then say: “No, Jesus, I don’t 

think so. I have to take care of my family. I have 

do other jobs.” When Jesus walks by, you drop 

what you do and you follow and do what Jesus tells 

you to do.   

 Let’s examine what kind of fishing we do for 

God.  Let’s think about the faithful disciples who 

got in the water and did the work.  The question 

for us is:  Are we willing to learn to really fish 

today?  The Kingdom of God is too great a reward 

not to get out there and talk about it. 

Thanks be to God, Amen.   


