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 Our Calendar
 Sustaining Our Faith in the Time of
Corona virus

If we are able to meet together, we will
begin Holy Week with Palm Sunday on
April 5; the Maundy Thursday service
will be held at the New Beginnings
Methodist Church at 7 pm; the Good
Friday service will be here at TCC, also
at 7 pm; and we will celebrate the risen
Lord on April 12 at TCC at our regular
worship time.

Roast Pork
Supper
Rescheduled!
Jody Burnham’s
famous roast pork supper has been
moved to April 25 this year. If you
cannot do what you signed up for
originally, please let Jody know.

Memories of Ed West
and Jeannie Bartovics
The Townsend Historical Society has
put out a call for memories of Ed West
and Jeannie Bartovics. These memories
will be printed in the summer newsletter
and archived. Send them by May 22 to
townsendhistoricalsociety@yahoo.com
or PO Box 95, Townsend MA 01469.

side of the doctors who help the sick, and with all of us who
watch the world respond in ways we don't understand.
What can we do? Pray. Call someone you have NOT talked
to in a while and say, “I just wanted to check in with you”.
It may feel weird at first, but those new ways of connecting,
and that reaching out, is the beginning of God’s gracious
new Kingdom that binds us together, builds us up, and
prepares us for when we can be together again. That kind of
connecting helps others know that we take God’s promises
of compassion, mercy, kindness and love seriously in times
of crisis. And that kind of connecting helps the Spirit in
each of our hearts sustain us through these difficult days.
Days where our Lenten promise of “repent”, which means
“turn around”, helps us turn to new directions of behavior.

According to Mark

Call it the year of Corona virus.
A month ago, on March 1, we were going about our lives
and daily routines, enduring one more snowstorm. It was life
in New England, and as Congregationalists, we like it that
way--stable, predictable, knowing what was is what will be,
and we celebrate God and our community of faith in the
ordinary way, right?

A new normal. But one for which God has prepared us.
Keep safe, keep strong, keep connected, and most of all,
pray for God’s grace and strength for each and all of us.
Blessings,

But what is ordinary has been severely disrupted and will
never be the same again. We have been told by the public
health authorities to stay home unless we absolutely need to
go out for food or medicine. Schools are closed. Businesses
are closed. So what do we do? For now, we stay safe and
listen to our public health experts. We need to stop the
spread of a virus that has no vaccine and is dangerous to
older folks and those with compromised immune systems or
underlying medical conditions. The young and healthy
should also heed this advice, because unless we all heed it,
we put loved and beloved members of our families and
communities at risk for serious illness or death.

Pastor Mark

It’s hard to know when things will start up again, and when
they do, what the “new normal” will mean. Our faith should
give us some guidance here. Jesus had spent about three
years with the disciples teaching and healing the people, and
they knew all they had to know to do his work. But they
didn’t feel empowered while he was around. It was only
after he died and was raised that things got real. What
happened in those days after the crucifixion? The disciples
were rocked back on their heels; they hid, not knowing what
to do, and they flirted with just going back to their prior
occupations and forgetting all that had happened to them.
What would be their “new normal”?
And then Jesus appeared. He didn’t say it would be easy. He
didn’t promise they would not have to struggle in talking to
people about God’s love and his teachings. He didn’t
promise days where they weren’t exhausted. What he did
say is, “My joy I give you, my peace I leave you, that no one
can take it from you...I am with you until the end of the
age.” God promises to be with us, to strengthen us, to help
us keep bound together when the world says we are better
being six feet apart (now called “social distancing”). God is
present in the suffering of those affected by the virus, at the
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EASTER FUN!!!
On Sunday, April 12, there will be NO SUNDAY
SCHOOL.
There will be an Easter Egg hunt for all children following
the worship service! If you would like to donate candy for
this event, you may drop it off in the church office before or
on Palm Sunday, please label it for SUNDAY SCHOOL.

Birthday Bag Service
Project UPDATE!!!

Blessings,
Sarah Goyette,
Sunday School Superintendent

For the past month we have been collecting items for our
BIRTHDAY BAG project! Each birthday bag will contain
all of the necessary items for a fun and special birthday
celebration! The bags will be donated to TEO and
distributed to families in the community who have young
children, and who do not have extra money to buy these
items.

THANK YOU to everyone who has already donated items

2020 TCC
AUCTION

and/or money for this project! We currently have 16
complete birthday bags, and with a few more donations we
will be able to put together another 14 birthday bags!! Our
original goal was 20 Birthday bags but we are on our way to
exceeding that goal for a total of 30 birthday bags! Because
of the closing of church during the past month, we will be
extending this project through the end of April.

Mark your calendars for Saturday night, May 2 at 6 pm for
the TCC Annual Auction! The Auction is a fun social
occasion, with refreshments available. Everyone has a great
time!

The following is a list of what we still need to complete our
NEW GOAL of 30 birthday bags. Donations can be left
in the church office:
y
y
y
y
y
y
y
y

We will also continue to have a challenge matching program
to raise even more dollars for our Revitalization and
ongoing support of TCC and its programs! This year, the
challenge will be $2,000 - if we can raise $2,000 in cash
donations, we have found donors to match that dollar for
dollar, for a total of $4,000 towards our programs! All
checks should be made payable to Townsend
Congregational Church and have “Auction” in the memo.

8 cake mixes
9 tubs of frosting
9 tubs of sprinkles
7 sets of birthday-theme cups
3 sets of party blowers
8 sets of party hats
10 “Happy Birthday” banners
10 sets of plastic cutlery

We are accepting donations of goods & services now! We
have storage for your items if you wish to donate before the
auction date. Please text pictures of possible auction items
to Nancy and Dick. Make sure you include your name so we
know who is making the donation.

We do NOT need any more plates, napkins, birthday
candles, tablecloths or birthday cards.

No electronics, appliances,
dishes, cloth furniture or
“yard sale” items, please.
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The auction could not be successful without donations from
you! Donations of services are strongly encouraged as are
gift cards to popular local businesses and many other items.
Donations that raised a reasonable amount in past auctions
include:
z Wood furniture in good condition,
especially antiques
z Safes/file cabinets
z Vacation rentals
z Sports tickets
z Power tools
z Paintings
z Hand-made blankets, quilts, wall hangings
and tote bags
z Gift baskets
z Restaurant gift certificates
z Popular business gift certificates
z Vintage & collectible items like ornaments,
tools or toys
z Service donations such as:
z Lobster dinner
z Homemade meal coupons
z Homemade soups made to order
z Homemade cake
z Babysitting coupons
z Fresh herb basket

Be creative! Thank you in advance!!
Nancy and Dick Lee
lee.nancy24@yahoo.com
Cell: 978-790-5794 (for texts!)
Home: 978-597-8866
Wanda and David Wilson
wswilson7652@yahoo.com
978-597-6803
Carole Gustafson
carolegus@gmail.com
978-597-6364
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and that deep message of this Holy Season which is so
needed and relevant in this pandemic season. Your
Conference is working on resources and support for creative
approaches to Holy Week. Keep an eye on our website
www.sneucc.org.
Stay connected. The initial adrenaline and adaptations to
working and being from home will draw thin. There is a
weariness and exhaustion that comes from continuing to
adapt and update in this constantly changing situation. (See
Breathe, Pause, Pray above). Finding creative ways to keep
connected with each other as a community of faith and with
our friends and family is crucial. As is finding times for
quiet renewal of our souls.

As of this morning [3/22/20], four states have issued a Stay
Safe, Stay Home instruction. Some call it Shelter In Place.
It is the more stringent guidelines to reduce the spread and
‘flatten the curve’.
And as we watch the spread of CoVid-19 and compare it to
other countries, we know that the next 10 days to 2 weeks
will unveil a new perspective and challenge for us.
We often use the phrase in disasters: “A normal reaction to
an abnormal situation.” And this pandemic would only
mildly be called an abnormal situation. In times like these
the range of ‘normal reactions’ goes from panic, to fear, to
grief, to numbness, to overwhelm, to overdrive, to hoarding,
to generosity, to creativity, to paralysis. And the list goes
on. Sometimes you flow from one to another, crossing
extremes of emotions, then back again to where you began.
Sometimes you feel several all at the same time. Just know:
What You Are Feeling is Normal! And there is life and
light in the midst of this moment and on the other side of it.

Reach out. Churches have always been at the forefront of
community care and resilience. And you are all coming up
with and sharing some wonderful and powerful ways that
you are doing so. (I encourage you to see the SNEUCC
Facebook page and the SNEUCC Leadership Forum
Facebook group for conversations, connections and
creativity.) There is also creativity happening within your
community. Social media adds a whole new dimension to
community support, recovery and resiliency. Plug in.
Securing your Building: The Presbytery of Southern New
England has put together a thoughtful list to secure your
building and records. They have posted it online and on
Facebook. You can find it here: (From: “A Letter to
Congregational Leaders from the Rev. Anne Marie
Meyerhoffer, President of the Corporation/Trustees.”)

So remember to Breathe.
Remember to pause and rest in God: our refuge and strength
whose steadfast love endures forever.
Take a walk outside. The crocuses are still blooming.
Daffodils are there. Robins and spring birds have arrived.
(Even if snow still falls.)

And did I say it yet: BREATHE, PAUSE, PRAY, REST
IN GOD
And remember:

Pause, Breathe, Pray, Rest in the presence of God. Know
that you are not alone.

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives.

And adapt.

Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid.”

“Stay Safe, Stay Home” is issued because the prevalence of
the virus is increasing and resources are strained. If you are
not in a state that has issued this, you likely will be soon. So
listen to the wisdom and strategy of our health care leaders.

(John 14:27 New Revised Standard Version)
Rev. Don Remick
for the Bridge Conference Ministers

Here is our advice.
If you are doing online worship we encourage you to do
so from home. Gathering in the Sanctuary, even as a small
group of leaders, is modeling a behavior we are being asked
to discourage. If the sanctuary setting has its calming
influence take a photo and use it as a virtual background or
an opening screen.
Holy Week and Easter are coming. At the same time, the
next two weeks are likely to bring new impact and details on
the spread of CoVid-19. This is a good time to think ahead
to how you will provide worship, support, encouragement
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The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so
far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the
amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and
watch our gifts grow!

2-Donald Hunt; 11-Pamela Allen;
13- Samantha Miller and Heather
Rochette; 14-Nick Zielenkievicz;
15-Lucas Davidson and Mitzi
Hebb; 16-Tina Bauer; 18-Aidan
Canfield and Dorothy DuBreuil;
20-Peter Hunt; 23-Olivia
Rochette; 24-Dominic Capone;
25-Renee Fossey; 28-Karen Baer

REMEMBERING JESUS
Poetry Corner

Memories of yesteryear
embrace smiles and beckon tears.
A wistful thought of days gone by
invites a laugh, then makes us cry.
REMEMBER

STAYING SAFE

We can’t forget those joyous days
our lives were filled with love in May.
The happiness within our hearts
was infectious from the start.

Fear of unknown,
what we cannot see.
Forced isolation
so we can be free
of virus around us
with health as a goal,
searching for something
to gain us control.

REMEMBER
So too we shan’t forget just when
we lost our love to death and then
the happiness we felt had died,
as well our love and how we cried.
REMEMBER

Calls to be friendly
or sending a text,
reading the scriptures,
just doing our best
to save us from worry
while keeping our health;
and God as our strength
is better than wealth.

Yet now we say with no remorse,
our lives have turned a different course.
Our love risen from the dead
rose to heaven as God said.
And now we think of days gone by,
of what we learned from Him and why.
Cherished mem’ries we’ll allow
to bring us hope and healing now.

Christine Clish

REMEMBER
Christine Clish

This month we have a second poem from Christine...
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OUR BLESSINGS:

We pray for Natalie Davulis and her caretakers as she
battles with cancer. We pray that communities will pull
together to assist all those who need aid. We pray for all
those working parents who have no place to care for their
children during working hours. We keep the Coalter family
in our prayers as Bill’s
sister, Margaret, is
undergoing chemo for
stage 4 cancer; and
Louise’s brother’s
(Roger) wife has
Alzheimer’s and her
nursing home is in
quarantine; Roger is not
dealing well with the
enforced separation.
We pray for Chris
Clish’s granddaughter
Victoria who is in a
group home for the
mentally challenged;
the facility is in
quarantine and Victoria
is struggling to handle
being disconnected
from those she knows.
We keep all our health professionals in our prayers as they
deal with multiple stresses during this time. We offer
prayers and support for all the caregivers in our lives. We
pray for the well-being of all those who continue to work to
provide necessary resources for the rest of us, such as Ben
Hersey who works at Market Basket. Prayers for healing
hands of the doctors and God’s grace and strength for Cathy
Parsons’ brother Peter who is in the hospital in Arizona with
a lung infection. We pray for Chris Clish’s granddaughter’s
husband Nate who may have the Corona virus. Prayers for
the Senior class of 2020; due to cancellations, they are really
going to be missing so many once-only things that seniors
usually get to do and they are feeling very isolated; students
are also trying to make college choices without getting to do
campus visits. We pray for the family of Karen Baer’s
uncle, Richard Dion, who passed away on March 17. We
offer prayers of consolation for the family and friends of
Sean Daly who passed away on March 22; Sean was the
brother of Andrea, David and Wanda Wilson’s daughter-inlaw.

We give thanks for the great job the
youth group did with the February
supper; it is good to see them
working together in support of
TCC. We offer prayers of thanks
for Lisa Pecora’s mother who is
doing great. We share prayers of joy with Lee McTighe on
the marriage of her daughter Kelly on February 29. Bailey
Mulrenan gives thanks for her friend Tomas. We give thanks
for the faith of our Sunday school students as they find
enrichment in sharing their prayers and praises each week.
We also give thanks for having Renee Fossey back with us
after her leave. Summer Goyette sung with the MA All-State
Chorus in Boston on March 7; we give thanks that she had
this wonderful experience. Len Mahoney celebrated his
birthday on March 7; Heather says they almost lost him to
a lung infection 7 years ago and so now every birthday is
considered a special gift. We join with Bailey Mulrenan in
giving thanks for Ben; he presented his graphic novel
project in March, and has been accepted into a college. We
join with Dede O’Hair in giving thanks that her daughter
Debbie’s medical issues have finally been diagnosed and
she can be healed with antibiotics and a diet change.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Jock and Pamela Snaith, 48 years on April 14
Doug and Karen Baer, 42 years on April 15
OUR CONCERNS:
We join Robert Nicoll and the Lee family in mourning the
passing of his wife, Marcia Nicoll, on Feb. 29. We pray for
Rita, a friend of Cathy Parsons, who just had a pacemaker
installed. We continue to pray for all those struggling with
flu and COVID-19. We offer prayers of consolation for the
family and friends of Helen Makris who passed away on
March 6. We pray for Dave Costello who was scheduled for
heart surgery on March 13 and for the healing hands of his
physicians. We pray for the Ciccolini family as they struggle
through difficult times. We continue to pray for the
Wilson’s extended family; due to ongoing medical issues,
David’s brother John and his wife have moved into a special
care facility that is only 2 miles away from their daughter
(Laura), who has been instrumental in seeing them safely
moved to a place where they will both be treated very well.
We pray for all the people during this time of “social
distancing”; may our hearts not be distant as we keep our
bodies apart. We pray for a friend of Rev. Marvin Caldwell,
Dr. Cheryl McVee who is an infectious disease specialist,
who had to give up her practice in Maine in order to devote
herself to helping with the COVID-19 pandemic. We keep
Karen Baer's extended family in our prayers as they mourn
for their cousin Maryellen who passed away unexpectedly.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for John Ciccolini who is in
rehabilitation after having one of his toes amputated; for
Elaine D’Angelillo who has fractured her knee cap; for the
mother of Rosie Emerson’s friend; for Louis and Dorothy
DuBreuil who are both recovering from a difficult bout of
type A flu; and for Jillian Hersey who is recovering from
surgery to repair a broken collarbone.
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OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:

Sleep in
Heavenly
Peace

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended
families who are in the midst of battling
cancer, and for all those who care for and
support them. Dorothy DuBreuil, breast
cancer; Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy
Hill’s sister, Morag, Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, and
Tracy Winslow’s mother, Meryle, who all have
Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather;
Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Charlie
Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver
cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly,
breast cancer; Maureen (family friend of the Emersons),
brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau), breast
cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother), chronic
lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Tracy Winslow’s
Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend, Jerry
Quince, brain cancer; Bob (friend of the D’Angelillo
family); Ken (friend of Lee McTighe); Cheryl Borko’s dad,
throat cancer; Nattie (friend of Moe Tremblay), multiple
myeloma.

Hello,
My name is Debbie
Pothier, and I would like
to talk a little about Sleep
in Heavenly Peace
(SHP). It is a non-profit
founded in Kimberly,
Idaho in 2012, to provide
beds for children that
don’t have any. Through the efforts of volunteers and
generous donations, single and bunk beds are built,
delivered and assembled to those children who are otherwise
sleeping on couches, blankets or even the floor. When we
deliver a bed, we are also bringing the pillows, twin sheet
sets, mattresses, blankets and comforters. The children get
a complete bed to sleep in that night and every night after.
We will be having a donation box at the Townsend Library
when the library is open for visiting again. Any items or
donation amounts are greatly appreciated. Monetary
donations can be mailed and made out to:
Sleep in Heavenly Peace
PO Box 701
Littleton, MA 01460
If you would like to volunteer for a build day, please let us
know. We will be having a Bunks Across America day on
June 13th, if you are interested, I will put you on our list to
call when we get closer.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Townsend Ecumenical Outreach

Any questions, feel free to either call or email me, Debbie
Pothier, at 978-597-8119, pothier_deb@comcast.net. Please
put SHP in the subject line. You may also send an email to
Christopher.Alphen@shpbeds.org.

For many busy people, it is difficult to keep up with all
the local programs that benefit our community. I just
learned of an Amazon.com link to the TEO “Backpack
Program” for school-aged children. If you would like to
contribute to this program, there is a link on the TEO
Facebook page that takes you directly to the Amazon/TEO
page:
https://www.facebook.com/TEOTownsendEcumenicalOut
reach/

We are the MA-Middlesex County Chapter of Sleep in
Heavenly Peace, out of Littleton. Visit our Facebook page,
https://www.facebook.com/SHPMiddlesexCo/
Thank you.

The direct Amazon web page address is:
https://www.townsend.ma.us/home/news/townsend-ecum
enical-outreach-update
Programs like this may come to light during times of
widespread crisis, but the families involved usually need
help on an ongoing basis. Please keep them in mind.
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LECTIONARY, APRIL 2020
April 5, 2020 - Sixth Sunday in Lent/Palm Sunday
First reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
Second reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54

April 19, 2020 - Second Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm: Psalm 16
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel: John 20:19-31

April 12, 2020 - Easter Sunday
First reading: Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Second reading: Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

April 26, 2020 - Third Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

April 2020
1

Saturday

2

3

4
8am Saturday
work team

7:30pm Snr Choir

5 Worship/SS
COMMUNION &
PALM SUNDAY

12 Worship

6

7

6pm TCC Council

13

8

9

10

11

Maundy Thursday Good Friday at
7:30pm Snr Choir at UMC, 7 pm
TCC, 7 pm

14

EASTER SUNDAY

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

5-6:30 pm Community Dinner
7:30pm Snr Choir

19 Worship/SS 20

21

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

26 Worship/SS 27

22

ROAST PORK
SUPPER
5-6:30 PM

7:30pm Snr Choir

28

29

30

7:30pm Snr Choir

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

