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Scout Sunday
- February 2
We will welcome our TCC-Sponsored
Scouts from Pack 10 (Boy Scouts) and
Pack 11 (Cub Scouts) as we explore the
theme from the Scout Oath “On my honor,
I will do my best, to do my duty, to
God…” and not only what that means but
how it’s put into the world. Join us for
this unique joint service, and of course, a
big cake afterward!

Messages from Lamontville
Our Prayers
Community News: TEO; Townsend
Public Library

 Monthly Lectionary
 Our Calendar
An all-church meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, February 2, to discuss
funding our 2020 budget, as
determined at the 2019 Annual
Business Meeting.

The Re-gifting Gift
Swap is Back!
Come join us on February 7 from 6-8 pm
in Fellowship Hall. Come with a wrapped
gift that you DO NOT buy.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday
10:00am - 1:00pm

Food will be provided. You may bring
beer or wine.

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:
By appointment, or check
the weekly Spirit.

We will share food, fellowship and LOTS
of laughs as we re-gift some “treasures”
found in our homes. This is a
Revitalization event and is for adults only.

Visit our web page at
www.tccucc.org
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24 - NOON

Don't miss out!
Contact Heather Rochette with any
questions. 978-302-6467

all of us, and the beatitudes remind us that in God there is no
longer emptiness of the world in our spirits.

According to Mark

When we empty ourselves of the world and fill ourselves with
God’s love, it feels different, complete, expansive,
overflowing. And so this prologue to the Sermon on the
Mount ends with the simple imperative, “Rejoice and be
glad”. Not because the world is going to change its way or
how it views reward and competition. But in getting off the
hamster wheel, suddenly new life and hope abounds, and we
band together at TCC to remind us that this is a Kingdom
worth celebrating and building. Even when the world seems at
its bleakest (like in cold, gray February….brrrrr).

February is sure frozen and cold. A
good time to stay inside and focus
on how we live, how we love, and
what God wants for our lives (now
that our new year’s resolutions are
weakening if not totally worn off).
Our scriptures this Spring are from Matthew’s Gospel, and on
Feb 2 we begin with the Beatitudes. You know what those
are…the “blessed are the…” verses in Matthew 5:1-12. Let’s
note a couple of things here. First, this is NOT advice for
successful living. But what these statements are is a blessing
by God that we not remain passive, but act out God’s will in
God’s coming kingdom (which, by the way, is right here, right
now in this holy place…TCC and Townsend…with these holy
people…us, and those who surround us).

Peace and grace to all of you,

Pastor Mark
TCC Auction Leaders Needed!

We are BLESSED. Because we are building the kingdom here
with the people GOD calls blessed. The poor in Spirit, the
meek, the mourning, those treated unfairly, the merciful, the
pure in heart, the peacemakers, those persecuted, and those
who are repeatedly persecuted and insulted. This is NOT
intended as a list of virtues, or (in our minds) to go through the
congregation and take inventory of who’s who. What it says
is that the world is a crazy, cruel place sometimes, and when
we buy into that system of reward and competition we lose
sight of God. But when we orient ourselves toward God’s will,
even at the expense of social status, political power, higher
pay, expensive cars and jewels, we shall be more in God’s
favor even as our colleagues and friends scratch their heads in
wonder.

We are looking for a person(s) to help
coordinate the church auction on
May 2. This is a REALLY fun time
and a nice way to spend a Saturday
night with bidding, fun, and getting to know both old and new
neighbors. But in order to make it happen, we need some folks
to help be points of contact for questions and logistics. Don’t
worry...you’ll have help (Pastor Mark and Leigh-Ann), but we
need the CONGREGATION to step up and pitch in! Contact
Leigh-Ann at the church office to help make this the best
auction ever!

It’s why church communities are so important in the first
place. We need encouragement from one
another in order to make it day-to-day,
because there is so much messaging
telling us to live in the system of reward
and competition rather than the world of
light and grace. We admire people who
give, yet we scramble to accumulate
more for ourselves. We never see an
inscription on a gravestone or memorial
saying, “wow, he had a lot of neat stuff”;
instead we see things like “loving
mother; devoted father; gave to all who
asked; gentle spirit; beautiful
daughter…” and so many other
proclamations of WHO we are, not
WHAT we are or have. We need one
another to encourage the better “who” in

The free, community supper offered for February
19 will be a meatloaf dinner; serving 5-6:30 pm.
We have been serving a large number of people
in our community each month and are looking
for extra people to come and help, either through
donations or workers that night! Please consider
offering to help! It’s a heart-warming experience
on a cold, wintry night!
Thanks so much,
Wanda Wilson
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Handbell Choir
The handbell choir will resume
rehearsals for the spring season on
February 19. If you are interested in joining the handbells, we
rehearse at 6:15 pm on Wednesdays in the Sanctuary; contact
Wanda Wilson at wswilson7652@yahoo.com.

February Fund-Raiser Supper...
The Youth Group will be running the church supper on
February 29. As of the writing of this newsletter I have not
heard what they will be serving, but save that date on your
calendar, and watch the weekly Spirit for opportunities to
help.

What is Sunday
morning like at
TCC???
When the Sunday school children gather on Sunday morning,
we start off the morning worshiping through music and prayer
before dividing into classes. This year, as directed by the ages
of our registered children, we are offering three classes:
PreK-1st grade, 2nd-5th grade and 6th-8th grade. As our
program grows and we invite more families with young
children into our church, we will adjust the class sizes as
needed! We have some truly dedicated teachers and classroom
helpers which we refer to as Shepherds, like the shepherds
tend their sheep, so our teachers and helpers care for and
watch over our children!!! I would like to offer an enormous
thank you to those of you in our church family who have
helped out this year. We always need more helpers so please
let me know if you would like to join us in Sunday school to
help out or just to observe and see if you would like to sign up
to help out in our children’s ministry.
Our lessons this session are based on the stories of Jesus’ life
and resurrection, and our children are learning that they are
loved by God and that they have a special place in the church
and in the world. It is so wonderful that here at TCC we offer
this safe and loving environment where our children are
growing in faith and community!!! Thank you to everyone
who continues to make TCC a nurturing and welcoming place
for our families!
Yours in Christ,
Sarah Goyette
Sunday School Superintendent
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The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!
A note from our Minister for Finance: Since Birthday Fund
inception in late 2017, there have been a total of 24
contributors making 45 contributions totaling $3,209. In 2019,
we had 13 contributors and 14 contributions totaling $1,032.

10-David Ryder, 11-Paul
Martineau, 13-Tad Rochette,
14-Isabella Culotta and Olivia
Hunt, 15-Rachel Vincent,
19-Heather Nixon, 20-Alice
Struthers, 22-Esme Boris,
25-Charlie Hersey, Linda Ireland
and Cindy Miller

Ash Wednesday - Feb. 26
at 7 pm
We always begin the Lenten season with a
reminder that we are just here for a short
time, to do God’s work and will in the
world. Join us as we place ashes on our
foreheads in a short service of prayer around the theme of the
day, “to dust were we created, to dust shall we return”. This is
a joint service with the Methodist church, and our
confirmation kids
will also attend
with questions of
the faith that
we’ll answer in
worship.

BEYOND
OUR WALLS
Messages from Lamontville
June Cloutier, Correspondent
Our new connection to our Lamontville sister church in South
Africa, Lungani Msiya, has written us a heartfelt message for
prosperity in the new year and many wishes of love to our
church. He told me of a service to honor those who worked as
saints here on earth and our friend Flo, who died a year ago,
was one of the people they dearly remembered. I told him
about our Sunday School program and Live Nativity and have
sent him a few photos.
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recent passing of a close friend, Kathleen Collins. While we
give thanks that Grant Swenor is now home from the hospital,
we keep him, and Carol, in our prayers; he is still struggling
with Parkinson’s Disease and is receiving in-home nursing
care as he rebuilds his strength. We pray for the people of
Australia, and for the land itself, as the catastrophic wildfires
rage through their forests. We pray for two friends of Karen
Baer: one went through surgery on Jan. 15, and one who is
being tested for undiagnosed memory problems. We offer
healing prayers for Kathy Perkins. We keep Chris Clish’s
neighbor, Karen, in our prayers; she is on her own after the
recent passing of her husband, and is trying to regain her
strength after a bad fall. We pray for friends of Kim Emerson,
Scott Gammel and his family; he is having a struggle at work
and it needs to be resolved quickly so things can get back to
normal for this kind and dedicated family. We pray for a dear
friend, Paul Ferrendi-Brewster, and his family on the loss of
his wife, Anna-Rose, on Nov. 27.
OUR BLESSINGS:
Lindsay Morand has a friend in South Africa with whom she
speaks regularly; she just received news that he is engaged and
will be married this year; we pray that his marriage is one
filled with love. John and Elaine D’Angelillo celebrated their
61st wedding anniversary on January 3; John offers praise for
Elaine who is the light of his life. This is the 200th
anniversary of Florence Nightingale’s birth; we give thanks
for all she did to change how we think of medicine – nursing
was only a small part of what she did during her life. We give
thanks for the spring-like weather we enjoyed for a little while
in January. We offer prayers of thanksgiving for the
opportunity to Baptize Luna Tremblay on Jan. 12, and her
parents give thanks for her Godparents. Moe Tremblay is
grateful for having so many friends and family members at
TCC to share this event. Bailey Mulrenan gives thanks that the
theatrical production she recently participated in was very well
received. We give thanks for having Lee McTighe back with
us; Lee gives thanks for all the prayers and support she
received during her recent hospitalization and recovery.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
Barbara Goodwin’s stepson, Tyler, and Tracy Winslow’s
mother, Meryl, who all have Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother),
chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Steve
Meehan, stage 4 lung cancer; Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia,
breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend, Jerry Quince, brain
cancer; Marcia Nicoll, ovarian cancer; Steve Cloutier’s friend,
Natalie, brain cancer.

OUR CONCERNS:
We keep the people of the United Methodist Church in our
prayers in the aftermath of an historic split where one side
supports lgbt issues, and the other side does not; we pray for
more people to take into their hearts that God’s love is for all
people. We keep Nancy Clough in our prayers; she is more
home bound now and misses her TCC family. Kathy Duckett’s
cousin Tom is planning mission trips throughout Africa and
South America this year; we praise this work of spreading the
good news of the Gospel, and pray for his safety as he travels.
We pray for the people of Puerto Rico as they attempt to put
their lives back together after another major earthquake. We
offer prayers of consolation to the D’Angelillo family on the
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“Book Bingo” at the
Townsend Public
Library!
Come to the Townsend Public
Library for the 2020 Winter
Reading program, “Book Bingo”.
This program runs until March 3,
2020 - once you’re registered,
there are a variety of activities to
do to earn raffle tickets for chances on a bunch of fun
prizes!
Open to all ages.
Stop by the library anytime they’re open to
get your bingo card.
(Library hours: Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 10am - 9pm; Fri. 10am 5pm; Sat. 10am - 2pm; Sundays until May 10, 1-5pm)

COMMUNITY NEWS

LECTIONARY,
FEBRUARY 2020
Our mission is to provide emergency and temporary assistance
to Townsend residents that are in need of a helping hand.
Please donate food and items like paper towels and toilet
paper.

February 2, 2020 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Micah 6:1-8
Psalm: Psalm 15
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

There is a basket at the back of the sanctuary and a container
in the hallway between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.
Number of households being served: For November 88
households (216 people) participated in the monthly food
distribution. There were 101 households participating in the
backpack program. For December there were 98 households,
(262 people), eligible for food distribution.

February 9, 2020 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)
Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

Phone: 978-597-2209 Email: TEO2@comcast.net

February 16, 2020 - Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach
15:15-20
Psalm: Psalm 119:1-8
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37
February 23, 2020 - Transfiguration Sunday
First reading: Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm: Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
Second reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
8am Saturday
work team

2 Worship/SS

3

4

COMMUNION

5

6

7:30pm Snr Choir

10

11

12

8

6pm Regifting Gift
Swap

6:30pm Council

9 Worship/SS

7

13

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

7:30pm Snr Choir

16 Worship/SS 17

18

19
5pm Community Dinner
6:15pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

23 Worship/SS 24

25

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

26

CHURCH SUPPER
5-6:30 PM

6:15pm Agapé Handbells
7pm Ash Wednesday Svc
7:45pm Snr Choir
TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR,
CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

