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Here we grow again!
Baptism Sunday
January 12
Join us for a celebration as we baptize the
children of Samantha Tremblay on
Sunday, January 12. These Sundays are
always a joyous celebration of children
everywhere, but particularly those who
are blessed with the waters of Christ’s
baptism from the Jordan River,
cleansing them in God’s favor and
walking with God’s grace
forevermore. Come and join our
spirited dedication!

wrong answers in the eyes of a child, they simply want adults
to be with them and show love. Or drive someone to a medical
appointment when they need a ride or companionship – we
will be doing more than ever this year with the Senior Center
in activating outreach to our neighbors. Loneliness is the #1
health problem in 38% of people over the age of 65, and we
need to start doing our part to serve that need.

According to Mark
It seems like just yesterday we were
welcoming in the new millennium.
And here we are now welcoming in
2020, which for you numbers fans
only happens every one thousand
and ten years when the last two
numbers of the decade and year
matches the first two numbers of the millennium and century.
Life’s little coincidences can give us distraction and fun for
sure.

So resolve to do something new. And don’t worry, you can’t
disappoint when you’re volunteering. We need your
encouragement and to reclaim our role as “The Church that
does stuff” as we face new challenges of what church looks
like in the 2020s. So let’s embrace it with the fun and frolic it
deserves! Come to church on January 5 and throw your time
and talent commitment card in the offering plate and let’s have
some fun as we welcome in the new decade!

But with such fun and frolic comes the more sober task of
self-improvement, the dreaded New Year’s resolutions. Who
came up with that idea, anyway? Well, we can thank the
ancient Babylonians of about 4,000 years ago when they made
promises to their Gods in an 11-day festival and hopes for a
good year of crops (they celebrated the New Year in March).
Julius Caesar moved the first day of the new year to January
to honor Janus, the Roman god of beginnings. And so we
begin our cycle of making promises…in hopes of a good
year…

Pastor Mark

A Special Caroling Thank-You
Thank-you to all the adults and children who came to my
home to sing and give me a warm hug. When you are young
you do not realize how an older person feels when someone
shows they care, but the Townsend Congregational Church
has shown itself to be a caring and giving group – no matter
if you are rich or poor, all are treated the same. Being a part of
this kind of community makes life worth living.

And we probably don’t pray for a good harvest, living in
Townsend. And our promises are more to ourselves these days
than to God. Why is that? Well, for my part, I don’t want to
get too ambitious with too many things that I might get
overextended, do a few things part way, and then the whole
house of cards collapses.

Jessie
Marshall

That sounds familiar, doesn’t it? We want to do better, be
better, but we don’t want to make that too well-known even to
ourselves, because it’s hard to change. Turns out that simply
wanting to change is not enough. We need to make it stick.
One way to do this is to share our resolution with others. It’s
all about accountability and encouragement. AA was the first
to understand that we need a place of belonging but also
confession and monitoring. I was a member of Weight
Watchers for a while and it really made a difference, having
a group and meeting to go to each week.
So let’s try making a New Year’s resolution for what we can
do with our church and faith lives. What do you want to do
more (or less) of? What might challenge you outside your
comfort zone? Whether it’s learning more about yourself or
others, opportunities abound at TCC. Come work at a church
supper; wash some dishes and support the event, serve others
and see their joy, or just come and connect with people you
haven’t seen in a while. Volunteer for our visitation (Stephen)
ministries and spend time with people who helped build TCC
and make it what it is today. Come and get hugs and smiles at
Church school by being a shepherd or teacher – there are no
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Our 7th annual Live Nativity was well attended, and we
counted approximately 100 community members in
fellowship hall having soup, cider and conversation! What a
joyous event this was, and as always a nice way to invite
new friends into our church!
Thank you to those who helped provide food, we had 10 hot
crock pots simmering away with different types of soup which
fed everyone who came!!!
Thanks to the families, children and church members who
participated in the nativity and made it a heart warming and
memorable evening, surrounded by the love of Christ, as he
was born in a manger on that precious day in Bethlehem.

Confirmation begins Wed., Jan. 15,
6:30-7:45 pm
Making the leap from Church School to a more mature
understanding of our Christian faith is what the
confirmation process is all about. It's a time of openness,
wondering, questioning, and exploring how God is active in
our lives and the importance of God's agency in ourselves
and others. Awakening that Spirit of grace can lead to a
lifetime grounded in faith, hope, joy, and love, essential
qualities for
adulthood. If you
know of a teen
age 13-14 who
might benefit
from learning and
growing in God,
contact Heather
Rochette or Pastor
Mark. The classes
run each
Wednesday
through May 13,
with breaks for
school holidays in
the NM calendar.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all!!!
Blessings,
Sarah Goyette, Sunday school Superintendent
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income, it’s what makes us each the giving Christian presence
and light we are today in the world. So please, dig deep, and
re-think what TCC has meant, does mean, and is witness to in
your life. We’ll tally the results at our congregational meeting
on February 2, and THANK YOU for your generous hearts.

Turkey
Supper!
Please plan on
joining us for the
first supper of
2020. We will be
serving our famous turkey dinner on January 25 from 5 to 6:30
pm in Fellowship Hall. The sign-up sheets for donations of
food and workers for that evening will soon be available after
Sunday services. David and Lyn Bennett are overseeing
this supper - look for announcements in the weekly Spirit for
updates. Working at the supper is a wonderful way to meet
new friends, catch up on news, and provide a night out for
those who enjoy our meal! Sign up soon; you’ll be glad
you did!

Looking for a new way to help TCC?
Consider taking charge of our April supper!
There are many people who would be
willing to guide you through the steps.
Please leave a message with the church secretary if
you would like to speak with someone about this.

Annual Stewardship
Drive through January
20, 2020
We have all received the letter, financial
reports, and ministry summaries sent late
last month. In that packet, we consider all
the impacts our financial support have on
individual programs, but more importantly
on individual members’ lives. Children
learning and growing with God. Young
adults who grow with maturing faith. A
place of community for people who just
need someone to talk to. Mental health services for individuals
and families in crisis. Provision of Hannaford grocery cards
for families who can’t put food on the table because of
government program cuts.

Youth Group News
The youth group has had a festive December. On December
1st, Heather took the group to Townsend’s Annual Tree
lighting, hosted by T.E.O. and the Townsend Business
Association. Then, on December 15th, we participated in the
church’s annual Christmas caroling, where we visited our
church family and friends at their homes to spread Christmas
cheer.

For 288 years, TCC has been a vital part of Townsend’s
community life, but we can’t continue without your support.
We need to raise $40,000 more annually to keep these vital
ministries alive, and to remain the community center of Hope
and Healing that we committed to when we began this journey
in colonial times. We’ve had hard times and struggles before,
and always found a path forward. And we will again with your
help.

We are looking forward to another annual tradition, the Youth
Group Yankee Swap. This will be held following worship on
December 29th, 2019 until 2:30 pm in the Old Vestry. Please
bring a wrapped gift, valued at $10 or less, to the meeting. We
will also resume our regular meetings on January 12th and
January 26th. We are currently planning to meet following
worship until 2:30 in the Old Vestry. During these meetings,

A generous donor has pledged $10,000 in matching gifts if we
can raise a minimum of $10,000 in new pledges over our
previous year’s collections. But we need your help to make it
happen. Talk to each other and your families. Understand that
church pledging is more than just allocating disposable
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we will be planning for an upcoming retreat hosted by
Massachusetts Conference of the United Church of Christ in
Craigsville, MA. The dates are Friday March 27th through
Sunday, March 29th.
The retreat is titled, Finding the Balance Between Soul and
Service: A Retreat for Youth (and the adults who love them).
The website states, “We’ll begin the weekend at Youth Street
Reach, a ministry of the Federated Church in Hyannis. We
will learn about their ministry, hear from a recent guest, sleep
overnight at the church, and then serve breakfast to people
experiencing homelessness. From there we will head over to
Craigsville retreat center for a time of rest, reflection, and
rejuvenation.” Heather and I agree that it’s a great follow up
to our mission trip in June. For more details, please visit
https://macucc-reg.brtapp.com/YouthRetreatatCapeCodMar
ch27292020

Poetry Corner

Day After Christmas (song)
Here comes the letdown Christmas is over
Here comes the meltdown, there goes the cheer
But before we have a breakdown, let us remember
The light of the world is still here
Happy day after Christmas
And merry rest of the year
Even when Christmas is over
The light of the world is still here
The light of the world

Submitted by Meg Genoter

Come January I'm ready for summer
The Super Bowl's over and I'll settle for spring
Sometimes we all need a change in the weather
But it won't change the reason we sing
Happy day after Christmas
And merry rest of the year
Even when Christmas is over
The light of the world is still here
The light of the world
The light of the world
The light of the world

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or
around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!

So take down the stockings, take back the sweaters
Take down the lights and the star and the tree
But don't let this world take your joy after Christmas
Take joy to the world and just sing
Happy day after Christmas
And merry rest of the year
Even when Christmas is over
The light of the world is still here
[x2]

3-Linda Modica; 7-Jessica Swift;
8-Nicole Beauchesne; 9-Bill
Wilkinson; 12-Michele Busler;
13-Jason Goyette and David Wilson;
14-Rob Gosselin; 17-Louis DuBreuil
and Bob Lorenzen; 18-Jane Misner
and (the Rev.) Skip Lloyd; 22-Alison
Wright; 24-Nancy Lee; 28-Linda
Hatch and Moe Tremblay

The light of the world [x7]
Written by Matthew West and recorded on the album: “The
Heart Of Christmas” (2011)
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A number of concepts were considered for the logo. One idea
was to have three strands coming together into one piece such as in a rope or braid - to represent the three historic
Conferences (Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island)
joining together. Another idea was to use ship’s sails or a
lighthouse to connect with the Pilgrims and the Amistad which
are part of the histories of the Conferences.

DID YOU KNOW the Hospitality
Team has been serving Fair Trade
Coffee during fellowship time after
worship on Sundays and at other
church gatherings since 2004?
This means the growers, laborers and
distributors of our coffee receive a living wage for their
products and services . . . and the coffee tastes great!
There are many coffee, tea and chocolate choices to
be had – just go to www.equalexchange.com online
to find out more and to place your own order.

“In the end, we decided to move away from those ideas,
because they were about looking back, rather than looking
forward,” Vail said. “This logo represents who we are today,
and who we are striving to become as a new Conference.”
The logo was designed by Erin Murphy, who attends the
South Congregational Church UCC in Pittsfield, MA. Murphy
is the part-time Marketing Coordinator/Graphic Designer at
IS183 Art School of the Berkshires, and also does freelance
work. She can be reached through her website.
The logo and guidelines for its use will be made available to
churches early in the new year.
The new Conference officially comes into being on Jan. 1.

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS

This article copied from The Connecticut Conference United Church
of Christ web site 12/18/19

The about-to-be Southern New England Conference of the
United Church of Christ has a new logo designed to symbolize
the Conference's vision: “Living the Love and Justice of
Jesus.”
That phrase is a distillation of the Conference’s overall Vision
and Mission Statement.
The logo features four hearts arranged to form a cross. Each
of the hearts represents one of the four main values of the
Conference: Making Disciples of Jesus, Making God’s Love
and Justice Real, Bringing New Life as Agents of Change, and
Forming Covenant Partnerships. Each heart is in a different
color - all drawn from the national United Church of Christ’s
brand guidelines - and those colors will be used on the
Conference website and in other publications to draw
connections between various ministries and the part of the
vision to which they relate.
“We are really excited about this logo as an expression of
what the new Conference stands for,” said Tiffany Vail,
Associate Conference Minister for Communications.

-6-

Jacksonville Hospital. Laura Gustafson’s fiance’s uncle
passed away peacefully in his sleep - just shy of his 90th
birthday; we offer prayers of consolation for all his family and
friends. We keep Tracy Winslow in our prayers as she
struggles with deep feelings of loss after her ex husband, Dan
Driscoll passed away Dec. 2. Dorothy DuBreuil’s good friend
from Littleton, Jackie Kish, has entered into Hospice care; we
keep Dorothy and Jackie in our prayers during this difficult
time. We pray for the Bruns family as they recently lost a
beloved pet. We pray for Kathy Perkins as she recovers from
back surgery on 12/16. We keep Meryl Winslow in our
prayers as she has been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma. We pray that Pastor Mark’s friend, Kathleen,
receives God’s healing grace as she mourns the passing of her
son who was only 35 years old. We keep John Ciccolini in
our prayers; his triple bypass surgery was reduced to only a
double bypass due to complications and he is looking at a long
recovery period. We pray for friends of John and Elaine
D’Angelillo - Don and Cathy - and for Grant Swenor who are
all struggling with serious health issues. We pray for Moe
Tremblay who has cataract surgery scheduled for Dec. 30. We
keep the Beauchesne family in our prayers as Barry
Beauchesne had a massive heart attack on Christmas morning,
but against the odds survived after emergency surgery at
Lowell General and is recuperating at Bruce and June’s home.
There is lot of damage to Barry’s heart, but his continued life
is a Christmas miracle for the Beauchesne family.

OUR BLESSINGS:
Bailey Mulrenan gives thanks for
the opportunity to serve on a
committee to plan a school dance.
Lindsay Morand gives thanks for
her friendship with Mary West and
for having her back in church. We
offer prayers of thanks for Janeen
who is filling in as organist for
Renee, and for Beth Klein who is
helping the choir with practice on Wednesday evenings. We
celebrate with Carole Gustafson as she has a new
granddaughter, Madison Rae, who was born on Dec. 7; Holly
and her daughter are doing well. We also celebrate with Bill
and Louise Coalter on the news of their granddaughter Sarah
expecting her first baby (a girl). We keep Kyra Genoter in our
happy prayers as she turned 16 on Dec. 12 and passed her
learners permit test. We offer prayers of thanks as Michael
Cloutier only moved as far as Maine and really loves his new
job. We give thanks that the Duckett family friend, George
Gagliardi, was able to join us in worship over the holidays.
We join with Sarah Goyette in giving great thanks for the
numerous participants and contributors to the live nativity this
year - her heart is full of love! We give thanks also for all
those who participated in the caroling ministry, including
many from our youth group; this was a moving and joyous
time; we give special thanks to Lee McTighe for once again
organizing this event and the Genoter family for hosting the
fellowship time afterwards in their home. Heather Rochette
gives thanks for being able to participate in the caroling and
for having Tad as her life partner; she recalls that is was
Christmas Eve one year ago that “Santa” proposed to her. We
give thanks that Sherrie Cloutier's mother is okay after a fall.
Life and love in the Beauchesne family after reminding us of
what’s important.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for Cheryl Borko’s father who is in
the hospital and scheduled for heart surgery on Dec. 9; for
Louise Coalter as she will soon be going in for eye surgery;
for Kim Nicholas’ Uncle Warren who experienced a mild
stroke on Dec. 6 and is currently being treated in the hospital;
for Grant Swenor who was recently treated for fluid on the
lungs and is not recovering well; for a friend of Steve Cloutier,
Jackson Bob, who is dealing with congestive heart failure and
other life-threatening issues; for Trenton Goyette who has
injured his knee and needs to return to his track program as
soon as possible; for Lee McTighe who had acute pancreatitis
that required emergency surgery on Dec. 26.

Wedding Anniversaries:
John and Elaine D’Angelillo, 61 years on Jan. 3
OUR CONCERNS:

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:

We pray for all those who are missing loved ones who are no
longer with us during this season of celebration. Two
neighbors of Chris Clish passed away on Thanksgiving Day:
John Cochran and Peter Mueller; we offer prayers of
consolation for their family and friends. We offer prayers for
the Emerson family on the passing of a dear friend. We pray
for TCC’s choir as they deeply miss Renee during her leave.
We keep in our prayers Lyn Blake (a former member of TCC)
who is being treated for a serious medical condition at

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
and Barbara Goodwin’s step son, Tyler, Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s
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friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John
Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen
(family friend of the Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of
Paul Martineau), breast cancer/brain cancer; Bill Jordan
(Carole’s brother), chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry
Thrasher; Steve Meehan, stage 4 lung cancer; Tracy
Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia, breast cancer; Kathy Perkins’ friend,
Jerry Quince, brain cancer; Marcia Nicoll, ovarian cancer.

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 x1411
during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5)
and you will be able to speak with a
licensed mental health professional, or an advanced level graduate
student, who will discuss the situation with you, and then call you
back with a referral which meets your therapeutic needs,
insurance, schedule availability and immediate openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the Nashoba
Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out TADS web site
at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site for MSPP
INTERFACE at msppinterface.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

Submitted by Pam Snaith

Looking for
some cheer this
January?
Stop by the Townsend
Public Library to see 67
decorated trees in the 10th
annual Festival of Trees
event. The trees will be up
until the third week of
January.

LECTIONARY, JANUARY 2020
January 5, 2020 - Second Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12
Psalm: Psalm 147:12-20 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21
Second reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel: John 1:(1-9), 10-18

The library is open:
Tuesday - Thursday 10am to
9pm; Friday 10 am to 5 pm;
Saturday 10 am to 2 pm;
and Sunday 1 to 5 pm.

January 12, 2020 - First Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 29
Second reading: Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

Some other events you
might like - all on
Sundays:

January 19, 2020 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 40:1-11
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Gospel: John 1:29-42

“Living with Bears” -Jan. 5
Cupcake Festival - Jan. 12
“Gorgeous Gardens of New
England” - Jan. 19

January 26, 2020 - Third Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 9:1-4
Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23

Interactive Movie:
“Goonies” - Jan. 26
Please see library calendar
for times and other details.
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

January 2020
2

3

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING
5 Worship/SS

Saturday

4
8am Saturday
team

6

7

COMMUNION &
EPIPHANY
SUNDAY

8

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

7:30pm Snr Choir

12 Worship/SS 13

14

15
5pm Community
Dinner

Baptism Sunday

7:30pm Snr Choir

19 Worship/SS 20
Last Sunday of
annual
Stewardship Drive

21

22

TURKEY SUPPER
5-6:30 PM

7:30pm Snr Choir

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –
6:30pm Council,
Pastor’s office

26Worship/SS

27

28

29

30

31

7:30pm Snr Choir
Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

FREE COMMUNITY
DINNERS
Many of the churches in Townsend offer a free
community dinner once a month. These dinners
are open to anyone who is seeking community.
The New Beginnings Methodist Church
usually offers their free dinner on the second
Wednesday, TCC offers their free dinner on
the third Wednesday, and the West Townsend
Baptist Church usually serves on the fourth
Wednesday.

In January, TCC will be serving
American Chop Suey on the 15th,
and invite anyone who is seeking
community to come and join us. We
will be serving from 5 to 7 pm.
This meal is provided through food donations
and workers from our congregation. Please
contact Wanda Wilson,
wswilson7652@yahoo.com, if you would like
to donate your time or food for the supper.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

