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Christmas season to celebrate new birth
in Christ? We are growing again and
our service helps us all remember our
promises to God, to one another, and
renew our faith.
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TREE LIGHTING, MUSIC
PROGRAM & BEEF STEW DECEMBER 1 AT 4:30 PM
Come to Townsend Common as the kids
of the community get us started by
singing traditional Christmas Carols at
the Gazebo. Townsend Clergy will then
lead all gathered in a service of prayer
and singing at 5 pm, ending with a visit
from Santa Claus at about 5:20. We will
then recess to the West Townsend
Baptist Church for a musical program
followed by Hobo Stew. Thanks to the
Townsend Business Association for
sponsoring this cherished tradition.

 December Lectionary

It’s Not Too Late!

 December Calendar

We will probably keep the TCC Crafts
table up in Fellowship Hall for
December 1 and 8, in case you
have not had a chance to look
through all those delightful
goodies! (Beth Klein’s
wonderful quilted crafts
will not be available
after Dec. 1.)

Baptism Sunday, Dec. 29
The gift of Christ’s birth reminds us
that we are all blessed as children of
God in this season of promise and
beginnings. What better time than the

and make Jesus ready to be the King. But the shepherds
knew better. They knew Jesus was bigger than that, even as
a tiny baby. They were ready for the unbounded, unlimited
God that would grow in body and wisdom and teach all of
us what it meant to be part of God’s great prophecy, legacy,
and realm. They knew all that was required was that they
love the child, because the child would grow to love them
more than they could ever know. And that is the miracle of
relationship, and perhaps why God insists on making
December 1 just a little inconvenient. Not so we can think,
plan, and control. But feel…love.

According to Mark
Did you know that Advent is the
official start of the church liturgical
year? What an odd choice. We’re
used to thinking about fiscal years
starting in July, calendar years
starting in January, school years
starting in September…why can’t the church year be aligned
with the rest of the world and make it easy to remember?

Merry Christmas,

Pastor Mark

But what if the Church aligned itself with the world and its
rhythms? It might also decide to align itself with its whims,
and there’s tons of stories about that in the Bible when the
Kings in the Old Testament tried to align God with their
wants. It didn’t work out too well. God just can’t be
controlled, or if you’ve attended one of my sermons the last
few years, you’ve heard me say, “It’s bigger than that”.

Please don’t forget that we are still
looking for leaders for our April 25
supper. Leave a message with LeighAnn in the office if you are
interested or have questions.

And I think that’s a good thing for our hearts, minds, bodies,
and spirits. To have a God that is unbounded, unlimited, and
not able to be controlled by any one person, group, nation,
people, or idea. We spend our entire lives falling into
cultural expectations, and they shape our thinking and our
actions in the world. And our culture tells us we can do
quite a bit by ourselves, for we have discovered many things
about our bodies, our world, and our cosmos through
knowledge and exploration. We have a need to explain and
understand, so that we can think and reason through
problems and experiments in the present and plans and
strategies for the future. We are tactical people, living the
right now through that lens - if I do a certain action, then the
outcome will be predictable. We like that.

A Summary of Advent & Christmas Events

But that’s not God. God is not a transaction to be leveled,
controlled, experimented with, or predicted. God isn’t
interested in equations of “if you do this for me, then I’ll do
this for you”. What then, does God want? It’s as old as the
Bible itself. God wants, and seeks, us. God wants creation,
what was given life, to come back and understand that love
is the only certainty there is, because it’s what created us in
the first place. There is no life without love. And there is no
transaction for love - it is freely given outward, without
expectation, we simply experience it and are either warmed
by it or confused in receiving it, but there is no way to
quantify a payback or give a timetable on its return. It
just…is. God is described in those terms, “The Great I Am.”

Advent starts the Sunday after Thanksgiving. This calendar
of events is to help you prepare for the season.

And so a small child comes unto us this month, and if we
were aware that this child was God and were standing in the
manger, our modern selves might make all kinds of
predictions, enroll Jesus in the best pre-K, teach Jesus music
and art and have Jesus join the traveling soccer team to try

December 19 – The Longest Night Service in the TCC

December 1 – Tree lighting on the Common (4:30 pm)
(No Advent Wreath Workshop due to lack of leadership.)

December 14 – Live Nativity (4:30 pm) on the lawn
behind the church, followed by refreshments in Fellowship
Hall. Please let Meg Genoter know what you will bring to
share! Some suggestions are: crock-pot soups, bread, salad,
desserts, or fruit/cheese/veggie platters.

December 15 – Christmas Caroling (meet at front of
Church at 2 pm, or in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 for warm-ups)
sanctuary (7 pm)

December 24 – Christmas Eve services: 4 pm for the
family service and 10:45 pm for the candlelight service.
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The third candle is pink and symbolizes joy. It is
called the “Shepherd’s Candle,” and is pink because rose is
a liturgical color for joy. The third Sunday of Advent is also
called “Gaudete Sunday” and is meant to remind us of the
joy that the world experienced at the birth of Jesus, as well
as the joy that the faithful have reached the midpoint of
Advent.
The fourth candle, which is purple, represents
love. We are reminded of the hardships Mary and Joseph
endured in both the journey to Bethlehem but also their faith
in God through Mary’s pregnancy, to bring God into the
world-Immanuel, meaning “God with us.”
Finally, there is a white candle which is lit on Christmas
Eve. It is the Christ Candle, with white as the traditional
liturgical color of hope and joy of life eternal. God images
are often white; Christ’s robes after the transformation, the
doves representing the Holy Spirit, and the blinding light of
God’s presence during theophanies (when God is revealed:
we cannot see God, only God’s light). We then take that
candle after our worship, ending just before midnight, over
to St John’s and add it to their altar as we celebrate with
them the first worship service of Christmas Day at midnight
mass. It’s truly special.

The Candles of Advent
At TCC, we celebrate Advent by putting up an Advent
Wreath and lighting candles each week during Sunday
services. Our Advent Wreath is located right near the
baptismal font, reminding us of our own dedication to Christ
and our commitment to follow God’s loving way.
The wreath and candles are full of symbolism tied to the
Christmas season. The wreath itself represents various
evergreens and signifies continuous life. The circle of the
wreath symbolizes the Eternal God, whose love and
presence in our lives and in the world has no beginning or
end (“the Alpha and the Omega”, the first and the last). The
wreath as a whole is meant to remind us of both the
immortality of our souls and God’s promise of everlasting
life to us through Christ.
The candles also have their own special significance; they
represent the weeks of Advent, and one candle is lit each
Sunday. Three of the candles are purple because the color
violet is a liturgical color that signifies a time of prayer,
penance, and sacrifice.
On the first week of Advent, we light a purple
candle. This candle, the “Angel’s Candle,” symbolizes
peace. It reminds us of the message of the angels: “Peace
on Earth, Good Will Toward All”, and reminds us that our
hearts and lives should also radiate that peace to whomever
we meet (which is why we say, “Peace be with you” when
we do our Sunday greetings to one another each third
Sunday).

Just a quick reminder
that, if we are in the
midst (or aftermath) of a
winter storm and you’re
not sure if the church is
open, there will be a message left on the church’s
answering machine (if there is power) and on the church’s
web site/Facebook. If the power is out in the center of
town, then the church will be closed.

The second candle, also purple, symbolizes hope.
It is sometimes called the “Prophecy Candle” in
remembrance of the prophets, especially Isaiah, who
foretold the birth of Christ and is the focus of our scriptures
in Advent. It represents the expectation felt in anticipation
of the coming Messiah.
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CAROLING!
SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 15 AT
1:30 PM!

The Longest
Night Service,
Thursday,
December 19 at
7 pm

Bring some Holiday Cheer to
your Townsend neighbors – and
have a good time yourself!! Come
gather together in front of the
church at 2 pm and be prepared to
bring joy to the hearts of several people. Song books, filled
with many of your favorite carols, are provided. This is a
great family activity made even sweeter by the generous
invitation of Meg and Chris Genoter to gather at their home
for refreshments and fellowship afterwards.

Sometimes our lives become so overwhelming it’s hard to
enter into the joy of the holidays. Maybe we have had or
know someone who has a grave or chronic illness, or we lost
someone close to us. Family relationships may be strained
and the gatherings we once enjoyed aren’t happening. And
changes in the family due to stresses on ourselves, our
children, our parents, and other loved ones have brought us
down, and we can’t muster the energy to celebrate much of
anything.

Warm-Up! – come a half hour early for a warming-up
sing-a-long of your favorite carols. Lee McTighe will play
the piano for us and it will be just the thing to get us started.

Now in its 5th year, a service of quiet prayer and music
gives us a safe place to put our heavy hearts as we raise our
voices to God and say, “I don’t know how to handle
this…and I don’t know what to do.” Place a picture of your
loved one or the one you’re praying for on our remembrance
tree, so even if you can’t be in Church, you are prayed for
and your loved one is remembered during our Christmas
season services. Pick up a free 2x3 photo frame at the
church office or from Pastor Mark anytime in December.

If you have any questions, please call Lee McTighe
(978-790-5699).

Everyone is welcome!

In Need of Prayer...
Since Renee Fossey was hired in
1999 to be our organist and choir
director, she has worked
diligently to provide us with
beautiful, spiritually uplifting
music to enhance our worship
experience. The 20 years I have
spent as a choir member under her
direction has been filled with
musical challenges and much
laughter; Renee has enriched my
faith journey more than I am able
to express with these words. Due to health concerns, Renee
is taking a two-month leave of absence in December and
January and I encourage everyone to keep her in your
prayers and, if you are so inclined, help lift her spirits by
sending her a card or note to
let her know how much you
appreciate all that she has
contributed to our church
community.

Save Your
Canceled
Stamps
For 37 years, Townsend
Congregational Church
has been saving canceled
stamps to send to the Perkins
School for the Blind in Watertown. The stamps are sold to
collectors overseas and the proceeds fund a summer camp in
Maine for the Perkins School’s Boy Scout troop. This
outreach service was first introduced at TCC in 1982 by
Addie Kytta, a beloved church member. Lee McTighe
became friends with Addie and took over this stamp
program after Addie passed away. The collection box is at
the back of the sanctuary. Stamps should be trimmed,
leaving a quarter-inch border on all sides. Any and all
donations of your canceled stamps are gratefully accepted
and appreciated, as TCC continues with this ongoing
tradition.

Cathy Hill
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THE SANTA
PROJECT
Now organized by the Townsend
Public Library, with the help of
TEO volunteers and the area
churches, the Santa Project has
been a source of joy for many
children and their families over
the years, as gifts are so
generously contributed by people throughout Townsend’s
community.
The Townsend Public Library is once again the location
where the gifts will be sorted, and where the families will
come to collect their packages.

Christmas Eve Services Schedule
4 pm: Children’s service by TCC’s Church School
community. Always a fun (and cute) time.

As in past years, the envelopes with the age and gender of
each child will be made available, and inside you’ll find a
specific request for a gift. This is just a suggestion, and you
may substitute as needed. If we run out of envelopes at
TCC, there may be more at the library.

10:45 pm: Lessons and carols (Nine scriptures foretelling
the birth of Christ, telling the events surrounding Christ’s
birth, and associated Christmas carols sung by the
congregation and the choir.)

Wrapped gifts should be left at the church no later than
December 8, or brought to the library by December 12. If
you have questions, please email Library Director Stacy
Schuttler at sschuttler@cwmars.org.

We are joined each year by Fr. Jeremy St. Martin and the
folks from St. John the Evangelist parish as they reflect on
the scriptures and raise their voices with ours. As we end
our service at TCC, Pastor Mark then takes our Christ
candle and carries it over to St. John’s to the altar there,
where we combine our light and faith with theirs and
welcome in Christmas with midnight mass. It’s a truly
joyous occasion and demonstration of our ecumenical
partnership. Come for part or all of Christmas night!

Bless you for your participation.
Submitted by Cathy Hill

Our New Sanctuary
Doors
If you haven’t been to church in
a while, come and see the new
sanctuary doors under the portico on
the porch of the church! Thanks to a
generous matching donor, we raised
$10,000 for this project and had them
custom-fabricated along with new
entry hardware by Iron Horse, Inc of Ashby and our friend
Gerry Cormier, who also custom-fabricated the columns we
replaced in 2014. They are an exact replica in design of the
old doors with the cross reminding us of our mission in the
world, and they’re the same beautiful forest green they’ve
always been. But this time they’re weather-tight so they
won’t blow open when Nor’Easters come! Thanks also to
Moe Tremblay and Ed Cutler for doing the finish work from
the removal of the old hinges. Tip: Usually only one side or
the other of the double doors are unlocked, so if you think
you can’t get in, just try the other door. We’re open!

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?
Go to www.heifer.org today and give the
gift that really makes a difference!
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and basket artists who work for the beauty and success of
our fair. We are fortunate to have a church like ours.
This year we put some extra effort into advertising and
purchased a new set of lawn signs and had Leigh-Ann
sending out regular Facebook posts. The steady flow of
outside shoppers made it all worthwhile. Also, we had lots
of extra helpers at the TCC tables, and the high school’s
NOLA team helping with setup and breakdown which was
a huge help! Thanks to everyone!

Live Nativity Saturday,
December 14 at 4:30 pm on
the lawn behind the church.
Come and hear the narrated story
of Jesus’ birth. This is such a nice
way to fully get into the spirit of
C h r i s t ma s ! Co me i n s i d e
afterwards to warm up with hot soup and cider! Please
consider contributing food to this wonderful fellowship
event. We need: soup (in crock pots), rolls/butter, cider, hot
chocolate packages and marshmallows or whipped cream,
and desserts (cookies, brownies, etc.). Food items can be
dropped off at the church on Friday, Dec. 13 before 6 pm or
on Saturday Dec. 14 before 3:30 pm. Invite your friends and
neighbors, and let’s bring the Townsend Community
together for this joyous occasion!

Thank you,
The 2019 Holiday Fair Committee

To all those who donated greens and materials, picked the
greens, helped to make the greens arrangements, and helped
the day of the fair at the greens table, thank you so much for
your time and generosity! Bless you, Wanda

Family Christmas Eve Service, 4 pm. Please join us
for a 30 minute family-oriented service that will tell the
story of Jesus’ birth through scripture and carols, and will
close with Silent Night and glow sticks!

2019 GIFT BASKET
RAFFLE WINNERS

As always, we are so thankful and
appreciative of all of our
wonderful and dedicated Sunday
School teachers and shepherds!
We are in need of more classroom
help, so please let me know if you
would like to be a teacher or
shepherd!

By Beth Klein
Thank you to everyone who contributed
and donated items for the basket raffle.
This year there were 26 spectacular baskets filled with a
variety of items that were of interest to everyone. I am so
grateful that everyone is willing to share their talents by
contributing to this part of the fair. Your generosity is
amazing. Because of all who contributed, the raffle baskets
were a huge success.

Thank you,
Sarah Goyette, Sunday School
Superintendent
swgoyette@gmail.com

Here is a list of all the people who won baskets.
Congratulations to all !!!
Puzzle Art/Lee Ann Saunders; Seasonal Handmade Cards/Betsy
Cziria; Candles/Eliza ; Tea Assortment/Maura Lizek; Rodan &
Fields Skin Care/Eliza LeCuyer; Legacy Assortment/Lisa
Lamoureax; Assorted Handmade Cards/Marie Weisensee;
Cardinal Wall Hanging/Sarah Corey; Snowman Wall
Hanging/Sarah Corey; Candles and Linens/Cathy McNabb;
Kitchen and Wine/Mary Brady; Childrens Book
Assortment/Jody Burnham; Morning Star Maple/Jody Burnham;
Christmas Assortment/Lee Ann Sargent; Friendly Village
Dinnerware/Sarah Corey; Beanie Babies/Sue Hamel; Beanie
Babies/Rebecca Noon; Childrens Book Series/Donna Howard;
Christmas Cake/Sue Ann Woolfrey; Mystery Gift/Jaima
Baldwin; Lottery Tickets/Dory Clarke; 20 50/50
Raffle/Chances-n/a; Bird Food/Lee McTighe; Puzzles/Lisa
Lamoureax; Patriots Chocolate and Stuff/Rebecca Noon;
Holiday Treats/Nancy French

Thanks for
Another Great
Holiday Fair!
Thank you to all who helped to
run our recent Holiday Fair on November 23! We have a
dedicated group of tireless department chairs and workers
who make our fair so strong and unique. From the festive
greens area to our stunning raffle baskets, delicious bistro
and beyond, it is a delight to open our doors to the
community – and enjoy it ourselves! We send out sincere
appreciation to all our bakers, crafters, cooks, and greens
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Remember to check the members-only
portion of the TCC website for updated
meeting minutes.

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal operating budget. We
appreciate those who have participated so far. Simply make
a donation on (or around) your birthday in the amount of
your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our
gifts grow!

3-Niles Busler; 6-Michelle Enright;
7-Steve Cloutier; 11-Joseph
Cloutier; 12-Justin Gay and Kyra
Genoter; 14-Cathy Parsons;
17-Donna Howard; 18-Jock Snaith;
20-Pam Snaith; 21-Carol Swenor;
23-Jillian Hersey; 25-David Butz

Roger - for his care of his wife Cookie who has
Alzheimer’s. We join with Heather Nixon in giving thanks
for all the church notices that raise positive messages for the
community. We offer prayers of thanksgiving that the
D'Angelillo's granddaughter has arrived safely home from
her vacation in Spain. We also give thanks for the safe
birthing of Moe Tremblay's "grandtwins" in CA. The
holiday fair pie night was held on 11/8, and a good time was
had by all. Pastor Mark gives thanks for our awesome youth
group who traveled to his home on 11/3 to decorate it for the
holidays. We give thanks for having Nancy Clough with us
in worship. The Ducketts give thanks that this year their
extended family will be getting together for Thanksgiving.
We celebrate with our youth group; they are welcoming two
new members from Brookline, NH. We celebrate with
Bailey Mulrenan as she turned 14 on November 23. We also
celebrate with Megan Bruns and her fellow performers as
their musical performance in November went well. We offer
prayers of praise for Trenton Goyette who was awarded his
Eagle Scout status on Nov. 24. We offer prayers of praise
for everyone who helped make our annual holiday fair
another success. We offer prayers of praise for Lee
McTighe’s grandson, Wesley, who recently achieved his
black belt. We offer prayers of congratulations for Michael
Cloutier who has accepted a job offer in Maine. We offer
prayers of thanksgiving for having Mary West with us in
worship, and for the kindness of Lindsay Morand for
bringing her to us.

Wedding Anniversaries:
Michael and Jean Sobol, 58 years on Dec. 16
Peter and Cathy Hill, 33 years on Dec. 25
OUR CONCERNS:

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for all the times of
celebration in our church. Our Youth
Group recently had the opportunity to
help Nancy Clough at her home; we
give thanks for having such great kids
and for the fun time they had with
Nancy. Tracy Winslow gives thanks
for the joy of teaching Sunday school,
we have such wonderful and insightful
children. We give thanks for our two new members,
Leigh-Ann Johnson and Lisa Marie Pecora; and for the three
Baptisms on Oct. 27: Edward Charles Burnham, Ivy
Elizabeth Johnson, and Leigh-Ann Johnson. We also give
thanks for all those who contributed to our October turkey
supper; it was a very well attended event. Bailey Mulrenan
gives thanks for the youth group’s open mic night on 11/2,
it was a lot of fun. Congratulations to Dick and Nancy Lee
as they celebrated their 46th wedding anniversary on
November 3. Louise Coalter gives thanks for her brother

We keep in our hearts and prayers those who can no longer
make it to worship; all those who helped to build our
church. With all the violent events being reported in the
news, we pray for all who are suffering and have endured
losses. We keep Dede O’Hair’s son-in-law in our prayers as
he deals with a very bad situation involving his first wife;
we also pray for the children caught up in this situation. We
pray for Pat Wallace’s son who is recovering from a serious
injury. We keep Leigh-Ann Johnson and her extended
family in our prayers as they buried her brother on Saturday,
10/26; Leigh-Ann gives thanks for
the support she has received from
the people of this church. We
pray for all the people in CA
dealing with wildfires and their
aftermath; those who have lost
everything they owned. We pray
for Kim Emerson’s brother who
lives in CA and is dealing with
smoke and power outages. We
pray for Lance who was rushed to
the ER on Sunday morning;
Lance is the son of Katie Petrossi

who is the program manager at the Townsend Senior Center.
We pray for a friend of Louise Coalter who is experiencing
very bad back problems and faces the choice of surgery or
enduring the pain with the aid of therapy. We pray for the
people of Dallas as they deal with the aftermath of the 9
tornadoes that hit them in October. We pray for Kathy
Duckett’s cousin Tom who is a minister with Global World
Missions; he has mission trips planned for Africa and South
America - we pray that he has an enriching experience. We
keep Kathy Perkins in our prayers; she has a compression
fracture in her back which is very painful. May we
remember the veterans of today who are still with us and
need our prayers and support. We pray that more church
communities open their hearts to welcoming people of all
sexual orientations. We pray for Nancy Lee’s sister-in-law,
Marcia Nicoll, who is very ill. We offer prayers of
consolation for the family and friends of Richard
MacDonald of Ashby who passed away unexpectedly on
November 2, Richard was only 52. When we hear the news
about wildfires in California and Australia, and more gun
violence, may we turn to God for inspiration, and to give us
strength and courage. We pray for John and Carol Ciccolini;
John had a heart attack recently and will need triple bypass
surgery. We keep Holly Card (nee Gustafson) in our prayers
as her baby is due any time. We pray for all those who will
be traveling over the Thanksgiving holiday. We pray for all
those impacted by the school shooting threat in our local
school; many students are shaken by the experience. We
keep Chris Clish’s neighbors, John and Karen, in our
prayers; John is still struggling with his bone cancer and
Karen just had emergency surgery for internal bleeding. As
we enter into the holiday season, we offer prayers of support
for those who find themselves unable to join in with the
festive attitudes. We pray for all people struggling with
unemployment and underemployment, including Meg
Genoter whose temp position with NMRSD is almost up.
We pray for Steve Cloutier's younger Brother, Matthew,
who has been diagnosed with Parkinson's disease.

all those who care for and support them. Dorothy DuBreuil,
breast cancer; Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma;
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, lymphoma; Barbara Goodwin's
step son, Tyler, Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s
friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw
cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini (Carol’s
husband), liver cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law, Lynne
Donnelly, breast cancer; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; John Cochran (Chris Clish’s
neighbor), bone cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole G’s brother),
chronic lymphocytic leukemia; Kerry Thrasher; Steve
Meehan, stage 4 lung cancer; Tracy Winslow’s Aunt Sylvia,
breast cancer.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Free Christmas dinner with live music featuring
vocalist/pianist Geoff Hicks at the Baptist Church of West
Townsend on Wednesday, December 4, 5-7pm.
Holiday Fair and Opening of the Festival of Trees
at the Townsend Public Library on Saturday, December 7,
10am to 3 pm.

OUR HEALING
PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for a
friend of Sherrie’s (Carole
Gustafson’s sister) who had a car
collapse while he was working
under it; for a close friend of Moe
Tremblay who is dealing with
complications from his asthma;
and Nicole Nicholas who has a concussion.
OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for
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December 22, 2019 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 7:10-16
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Second reading: Romans 1:1-7
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

LECTIONARY, DECEMBER 2019
December 1, 2019 - First Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
Psalm: Psalm 122
Second reading: Romans 13:11-14
Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

December 29, 2019- First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Hebrews 2:10-18
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23

December 8, 2019 - Second Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19
Second reading: Romans 15:4-13
Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
December 15, 2019 - Third Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 35:1-10
Psalm: Psalm 146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55
Second reading: James 5:7-10
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

December 2019
1 Worship/SS

2

3

COMMUNION

4

Saturday

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING
5

6

7
8am Saturday
work team

6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

4:30pm Tree
Lighting

8 Worship/SS

9

10

Santa Pjt gifts
collected

6pm Council
meeting

15 Worship/SS 16

12

13

14
4:30 pm Live
Nativity

6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

17

18

19

20

21

27

28

6:30pm Agapé Handbells 7pm The
7:30pm Snr Choir
Longest Night
service

1:30 pm Caroling

22 Worship/SS 23

29 Worship

11

24

8am VCCC
Breakfast

4 pm & 10:45
pm Christmas
Eve services

30

31

26

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

