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Insurance Board Art
Contest through July 15
Lightning is more common than you
think, and we know that personally, here
at TCC, when lighting struck the steeple
in 2014. So our insurance company is
sponsoring a contest in which kids create
images and messages depicting lightning,
its power, and the damage it creates.
Three CASH PRIZES of $1,000 to benefit
the Sunday School are available, and kids
of any age can participate! It can be a
drawing, painting, sculpture, or anything
of any size, but it has to be returned to the
church office by July 15. Questions can be
answered by Leigh-Ann Johnson at 978597-8925 or Pastor Mark at 603-8182328.

many days where we feel sub-.500 or feel like we are
underperforming our potential.

According to Mark

That’s OK to be there, but let’s not give ourselves permission
to STAY there. God’s love and forgiveness lets us have these
moments of relaxation and reflection, and when our batteries
are re-charged come back and do some wonderful work in the
world. So just like the Celts and Sox, let’s not give into others
defining us as one-and-done. What do you want to do? Come
on in and let’s talk about it, and find that your calling is closer
than you think.

Those of you who have followed
my musings in this publication
know that I am a typical
fair-weather sports fan, following
the teams very well when they do well and then not so much
when they are doing poorly. I have been reading recently
about the various struggles of the Celtics as they seemed to be
ascendant but are, according to most sports-minded folks,
suddenly back to rebuilding and maybe even sub-.500 for next
year. The Patriots seem to fire on all cylinders year after year.
The Red Sox, similarly, have struggled and are, by their own
manager’s admission, underperforming their potential.

Pastor Mark
Leigh-Ann’s office hours will be
as follows: Monday, Wednesday
and Friday 12-2 pm. If you need to
get a hold of her outside of these
ours, please call her at 978-3762316.

Summer is a time for relaxing and reflection. So what about
our faith? Are we in a time where we are ascending or
rebuilding? Are we faith alive on all cylinders? Or are we
maybe underperforming our potential? I know I go through
many times in life where I get very enamored with reading
about and discussing Jesus, thinking about what I should do as
I read the troubles in the world around us and simmer in
self-righteous indignation.

Thank You.

Pulpit Supply
August 4

But in those times, I get pretty lazy about following Jesus, or
actually DOING the work of love, justice, mercy, and
compassion. One of the nice things about living in Townsend
is that we have the opportunity for knowing richly and deeply
our neighbors, our town, and we have a pretty good group of
committed folks who help organize groups which welcome
new involvement. Have you checked out our website lately?
Our community partners includes the Townsend Land Trust,
NM Cares, 119 Connections, FACET, NAMI, and the UCC
Justice and Witness Ministries to name a few. It doesn’t take
a lot of time to DO the faith. But it does take some courage to
step out and try a new thing.

Please welcome our longtime
friend Marvin Caldwell as we
worship on August 4. Marvin's
inspired presence is always welcome when Pastor Mark takes
holiday (his family is visiting in NH the week prior).
Remember, worship time is 9:30 a.m. and watch the weekly
email "Spirit" for whether it's in Fellowship Hall (when it's
unbearably hot, we have A/C running) or in the Sanctuary
(enjoying the fresh summer air with open windows and open
hearts).

Now, fortunately, we’re not talking about
pleasing faith-weather sports fans with the
results of our efforts. If a General Manager
or coach doesn’t win soon, they might find
themselves out of a job. But the great thing
about building the Kingdom of God, right
here, right now, has no such expectations.
Jesus says try something … one thing …
something that shows your heart and heart’s
passion, and live it in love, mercy, justice,
and compassion. And if it doesn’t work out,
try again. There’s no scorecard, and you
can’t possibly get fired. But we will have
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Thank you so much to the Sunday School families and
teachers, and to everyone who contributed to the lovely card
and gift certificate to Asian Imperial that was presented to me
in church. It was so thoughtful, and my family and I appreciate
it so much! I hope that you all have a fun and safe summer,
and look forward to seeing you all on Rally Sunday for
Sunday school registration and for an ALL-CHURCH
BREAKFAST at 9:30 am in fellowship hall!!!

Children’s Sunday
Building our Faith
Together

Yours in Christ,
Sarah Goyette,
Sunday School
Superintendent

The Sunday school children did a wonderful job leading the
church service on Children’s Sunday (June 2nd). The service
was about “Building Our Faith Together” and the 80+ people
who were at the service each wrote something that is special
or important to them about our church on a stone. Then we
prayed over these stones before everyone came up and added
theirs to the altar. This altar has been placed in the garden
near the church office
entrance, so that everyone
can take time to reflect on
where we have been and
where we are going, both
as individuals and as a
church family!

Making memories to last a lifetime!!! The church
picnic was a very fun event as usual! Thank you
to everyone who came and to those who also
brought food to share! A special thank you goes
to Meg Genoter for setting up the food and to
Chris Genoter and Jason Goyette, our grill
masters! Also to the Shepherd Family for letting
us use their bouncy house! Our church picnic is
something that many of us look forward to each
year, and a tradition that will hopefully last for
many years to come!
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Agapé Handbell Choir

Hymn Sing in
August

While you are enjoying the summer, consider
the possibility of joining the Agapé Handbell
Choir in the fall – new members are always welcome!
Wednesday practice will resume in early October. If you are
interested or have any questions, please call Wanda Wilson at
597-6803.

Keep your eyes open for
either Aug 11 or 18 as we
join the Methodist and
Catholic Church on the
Common at 9 am for our
annual Hymn Sing. It’s a really fun time where we worship
informally, having a lavish breakfast of baked goods provided
by New Beginnings Methodist Church with TCC bringing the
hot coffee (Dunkin’s or Starbucks - your pick!) and enjoy
food, fun, and fellowship and then just sing our praises to God
with hymns both old and new from all three of our faith
traditions on the Common. All the loose offering that day goes
to Townsend Ecumenical Outreach, our faith partner food
pantry.

– AND/OR –
Consider joining the senior choir in
September. We meet for an hour
and a half on Wednesday nights and for a little while before
worship on Sunday mornings. It’s a whole lot of fun and very
rewarding, spiritually. Give it a try!

Rally Sunday will be on Sunday, September 8,
and we will start the morning with Sunday School
registration and an ALL-CHURCH breakfast in
fellowship hall at 9:30 am, so please mark your
calendars and be sure to join us for a bite to eat
prior to worship!

Summer Band
Concert Night
August 15, 6 pm

Does this belong
to you?
There are a few larger
items that have been left in
our church kitchen some time
over the last 12 months.

TCC Sponsored Band Concert Now
on August 15
We had a very, very cold and rainy day for our scheduled
Thursday June 13, so we need your help putting this new date
on your calendars! Volunteers, thank you for understanding
and helping out later in the summer; for those who have never
been involved in an all-church activity, this is a great way to
get involved and meet people in the community! There are
plenty of ways to help with greeters, helping with games for
kids, and the many "floaters" who will help give away "Be the
Bridge" t-shirts and tell people about TCC's Love for our
Neighbors (our fall preaching campaign this year). Please
come and have a good time! Set up starts at 6 pm and we sell
food/goodies 6:30-9. And don't forget to bring your bug spray!
Any questions or if you can help contact Leigh Ann in the
church office 978-597-8925 or Pastor Mark at 603-818-2328.

Some items were left after a food event such as the fair, tree
lighting or live nativity:
a small green crockpot
a small gold crockpot
Some items were definitely left after one of our 2019 suppers:
a large white turkey platter
a clear glass pedestal cake holder
a blue Coleman cooler
They are being stored in the Fellowship Hall kitchen, on top
of the cabinets so they are out of the way. Let us know when
you will be picking up so that someone can be here to assist.
submitted by Michelle Enright on behalf of all the
kitchen volunteers

Pastor Mark
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The Birthday Fund

Get an Early Start on
Holiday Fair Preparations!

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate
those who have participated so far. Simply make a donation on
(or around) your birthday in the amount of your age (Memo:
Birthday Fund)! Participate and watch our gifts grow!

Our annual Holiday Fair is scheduled for the
Saturday before Thanksgiving, November 23,
2019. Yes, that’s many months from now, but
summertime is a great season to work on
craft projects and clean out closets while
looking for treasures.
The Regifting Table includes both
new and very lightly used items that do
not fit in your current lifestyle but would be
perfect for another. Please take a look around
your house this summer to see if you have anything like this
tucked away. And – if you, or someone else, likes to create
handcrafted items, these would be perfect for TCC’s Craft
Table, which did fabulously well last year! We will most
likely be having craft nights again in the fall and we encourage
anyone to contribute items they have made on their own.
Thank you for all your creativity!

5-Debby Coalter and Rosie
Snaith; 6-Glenda Profit and
Wanda Wilson; 8-Kim Emerson;
9-Laura Gustafson; 22-Joan
Bullard; 24-Gary Hatch and
Benjamin Hersey; 25-Megan
Bruns and Chris Genoter;
26-Kristina Cormier; 28-Holly
Lyn Beauchesne; 31- Carole
Gustafson

Some other things you can do to get an early start on our
festive Holiday Fair are:

i Think up a fun theme and start collecting interesting
things for the Basket Raffle;

i Save your nice spare baskets for the greens arrangements;

2-Amanda Rochette; 3-Alan
Beauchesne ; 4-Charlie Duckett; 7Tammy Blackburn; 8-Bruce
Beauchesne and Michael Cloutier;
11-Lyn Bennett; 15-Summer
Goyette; 23-Grant Swenor; 26Cathy Hill and Robert Nicoll; 28Ryan Benson

collect pine cones if you want to work with those, look
online for creative ideas.
We will have apple pie night in the fall but could use a
coordinator to ask for donations and workers in advance. It’s
a fun night of work and play; we usually have many helpers
but advance prep helps a lot.
Thank you to all,
The 2019 Holiday Fair Committee

Youth Group in Providence: Hear
about it on October 6
Our Youth Group kids - 13 of them - returned recently from a
mission trip in Providence, Rhode Island where they helped
improve housing and serve folks who need a little help in their
lives right now. These kinds of experiences can be life
changing and affirming, and we look forward to hearing about
their encounters in a special service corresponding with our
Neighbors in Need offering on October 6. Mark your
calendars, whenever the kids help with a worship service, they
rock the house!
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that was done to make their immigration possible. We share
prayers of thanksgiving with Meg Genoter; she and Chris are
celebrating their 22nd wedding anniversary, and Meg’s mother
celebrated her 89th birthday on 6/11. We offer prayers of
thanksgiving for Corey Martineau who completed his
internship and got an A. We give thanks for modern medicine;
Karen Baer’s friend, Debbie Kondig, is doing well after her
back surgery. We give thanks for new life as we celebrate the
newest granddaughter of Dick and Nancy Lee - Annistyn Joy
Lee born on April 29 to her parents, David and Elizabeth Lee.
We join with Heather in giving thanks for her son, Ben, who
has really found himself in theater, with all the singing and
acting; he is doing very well. Kyra gives thanks for having
made it through the first year of high school; she also gives
thanks for her middle school drama teacher who has had a
huge impact on her life - this teacher is moving to a new
school next year and is going to be missed. Meg and Heather
(Rochette) give thanks for the positive experience they had in
Peterborough when meeting with the parents of one of the
mission-trip kids. Elaine D’Angelillo’s granddaughter, Kelty,
will be living with her cousin in New York this summer; we
pray that this is a positive experience for both of them. Lee
McTighe has officially retired from teaching; while it was sad
for her to pack up her classroom for the last time, she gives
thanks for the many years she had to share with the children
in this area. We join with Tracy Winslow in offering prayers
of praise for Lee McTighe; she has brought so much joy to the
families she touched over the years. We offer prayers of
thanksgiving for Cathy Parsons’ brother who is now safe in
assisted living, and he is back in touch with his family. We
offer prayers of praise for all the dads. We celebrate with the
Cutlers on their 25th wedding anniversary. We also celebrate
with Moe Tremblay’s extended family on his grandson’s 3rd
birthday. We offer prayers of thanks for the good experience
Rosie Emerson had this past year in TAYSA (soccer), where
they were the league champions. We celebrate with the
Duckett family as Max recently turned 30.

OUR BLESSINGS:
Pastor Mark gives thanks for a special gift he received from a
cousin - it is an old family Bible that includes detailed
genealogy records of his family; the Bible was originally
owned by his great-great grandfather. We celebrate with Tracy
Winslow’s extended family as her niece, Mae McDuffie, has
graduated from high school and is heading to Merrimack
College. We also celebrate with Don and Beth Klein on the
news that their son, Kris is getting married in May 2020 to
Jennifer Machado. We also celebrate that Pastor Mark’s sisterin-law, Chris, (Kate’s sister) is cancer free. The middle
school/high school track teams participated at states on 6/1,
we give thanks that they did well and that it was a fun day for
them. We give thanks for the celebration of Tad and Heather’s
marriage on 5/31. Heather gives thanks for all that was done
to transform the church for her wedding. We give thanks that
there is a new correspondent in Lamontville; we look forward
to hearing news from our sister church soon. It was a joy that
on 6/2 we sang the South African song that Flo taught us years
ago. We offer prayers of encouragement for all those
graduating this season. We give thanks that the NMRHS prom
went well. We celebrate with Max Duckett on the publication
of his second book, both in digital and print formats. We offer
prayers of praise and thanksgiving for all family and staff at
VCCC who worked hard to renovate the VCCC playground
after 14 years of wear and tear; also thanks for the contractor
who donated his excess mulch to complete the project. We
give thanks for everything Sarah Goyette has brought to the
Sunday School program. We offer prayers of thanksgiving for
Lorraine’s friend, Carolyn, who is cancer free after her
surgery. We join with Carole Gustafson in giving thanks for
people like Nancy Lee who are there when they are needed in
a crisis; also thanks that Carole is going to be a grandmother
again as Holly is pregnant and due in December. We offer
prayers of praise for all the kids in our church family, and for
what they bring to our faith life. We received news that the
family from the Congo (that we helped with setting up their
new home) are settling in well and are very thankful for all

Wedding Anniversaries:
Paul and Heather Nixon, 11 years on July 26
Lee and Kathy Duckett, 31 years on August 6
Charlie and Rebecca Hersey, 29 years on August 11
Niles and Michele Busler, 50 years on August 24
David and Wanda Wilson, 46 years on August 25
OUR CONCERNS:
We offer prayers of consolation for Sarah Goyette and her
extended family on the passing of her grandmother at age 99.
Following the events in Dorchester, where their Memorial Day
flags were torn down, we pray that those responsible may have

-6-

an epiphany that helps them to understand what those flags
represent; and we further pray that our newer generations may
gain a better understanding of both our revolutionary and civil
wars and why they happened. We pray for friends of Sydney
Davidson who have been going through a rough time lately.
We keep Sherrie Cloutier’s sister in our prayers; she is back
home from the hospital and, although her episodes turned out
to not be strokes, none of the tests run diagnosed these
medical events. We offer prayers of consolation for Kathy
Duckett's extended family as her brother Paul's wife, Amiee,
passed away in her sleep on June 2; we especially keep Paul
in our prayers as he struggles to come to terms with the
unexpected loss of his wife. We offer prayers for peace and
freedom from pain for Kris, a friend of Renee’s, who is
nearing the end of her life. We keep Carole Gustafson’s
extended family in our prayers; Drew’s other grandmother is
in the hospital for emergency gall bladder surgery. We offer
prayers of consolation for the family and friends of Barbara
Hardy (Cyndi Curley's mom) who passed away on June 4. We
pray for Moe Tremblay's daughter-in-law who is struggling

skin cancer; it is in the early stages but he has refused
treatment. We keep Lorraine’s friend, Carolyn, in our prayers;
she is home from the hospital but still has a way to go until
she is fully recovered. We pray for all the family and friends
of the motorcyclists who died in a terrible accident in New
Hampshire on Friday, June 21. We pray for Carole
Gustafson’s sister, Sherrie, who has had 3 hospitalizations
since January, and has been told she now needs major surgery;
we pray that she receives the guidance needed to make the
right decisions in this. We pray for Pilar Hughes and her
husband, Steve, who was admitted into the hospital on 6/21
and diagnosed with an infection in his heart; we pray he has
the wisdom to follow the directions of his doctors so that he
may recover. We offer prayers of consolation for Cheryl
Simoneau on the passing of her husband, Joe, on June 26.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:

We offer healing prayers for the
young man who broke his ankle at a
local baseball game; for Sterling’s
grandfather who is in the hospital;
for Holly Beauchesne who is
experiencing a lot of pain in her
right arm; for Debbie Kondig, a friend of Karen Baer, who is
recovering after back surgery; for the grandmother of a friend
of Brydon Emerson, who is in the hospital; for Robert, a friend
of Jonathan Vincent, who incurred a serious muscle strain in
his arm while playing baseball; for Linda (a good friend of the
Emerson family) who is very sick in intensive care after
multiple surgeries.

with a very painful auto-immune disease. We keep Michelle
Enright’s extended family in our prayers; her son-in-law has
a brain tumor, and has stopped all treatment. We continue to
pray for Paul Martineau’s friend, Trisha, whose cancer has
spread to her brain. We keep Chris Clish’s neighbors in our
prayers: John is doing well with his cancer treatments, but
now his wife, Karen, has two tumors in her lung and was
scheduled for surgery in June. As shooting tragedies continue
to occur, we pray for the victims and pray for a way to end the
violence. We pray for Chris Clish’s niece, Lisa, who has had
to euthanize two of her beloved dogs over the past year due to
severe medical problems. We keep our youth group in our
prayers as they join with another youth group from New
Hampshire to do mission work in Providence, RI; we pray that
this is a good experience for them all. We keep Sami Miller,
her family and her friends in our prayers; her friend's dad,
Bob, is finally coming home from hospital after a bone
marrow transplant on June 11, but will need proper home care
to continue his healing; Sami’s dad has been diagnosed with

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
lymphoma; Barbara Goodwin’s stepson, Tyler, Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s
friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Charlie
Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver
cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law, Lynne Donnelly, breast
cancer; Juliet, leukemia; Maureen (family friend of the
Emersons), brain cancer; Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau),
breast cancer/brain cancer; John Cochran (Chris Clish’s
neighbor), bone cancer; Bill Jordan (Carole’s brother), chronic
lymphocytic leukemia; Sami Miller’s dad, skin cancer.
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spoke at a hearing attended by 70 people, and held countless
one-on-one conversations with delegates about the proposal.

SPECIAL UCC NEWS

One concern repeatedly raised was the concentration of
resources, wealth and power in the new southern New
England conference, which will comprise approximately 625
churches and 138,000 members and have about 100 General
Synod delegates.
Gardner Spencer, presenting the resolution in behalf of its
proponents, said this concern had been heard. She assured
delegates that internal structures of accountability are being
built into the new conference’s systems, and that she will seek
out relationships to assure external accountability as well.
“We will be dedicated to right and faithful relationship with
you as covenant partners. We will use our resources
missionally, sharing openly our experiments, mistakes, and
learnings,” she said. “We will hold power faithfully, not as
power over, but as power with — not the power of
domination, but the power of solidarity – the power that brings
us all together to be a stronger voice for justice, a more whole
Body of Christ, more faithful disciples of the Living God.”

Synod Approves Replacing Three
Southern New England
Conferences With One

On Friday morning, the Rev. John Dorhauer, UCC General
Minister and President, told delegates of the three conferences
at their caucus that there were two reasons he was a big fan of
the initiative.

By Tiffany Vail
Associate Conference Minister for Communications
Delegates to the United Church of Christ’s national meeting
on Monday [June 24] overwhelmingly approved a request by
its three conferences in Connecticut, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island to dissolve and join together to form a new
conference.

First, he said, “you declared as part of your missional
undertaking that you could do what the Holy Spirit had called
you to do better together than apart from one another. And,
you believe you have created a greater capacity collectively …
for proclaiming the progressive voice of Christianity in
southern New England and to the world. I love that.”

The vote was 601 to 90, with four delegates abstaining. The
new conference, not yet named, will officially come into being
on Jan. 1.

The second reason, Dorhauer said, is that the three
conferences are demonstrating good stewardship in a
denomination that is a third of the size it was when it formed
in 1957.

“I believe that the Holy Spirit is doing a new thing in our
midst – provoking us into new forms of church for such a time
as this,” said the Rev. Jocelyn Gardner Spencer, pastor of the
First Congregational Church of Woodstock, Conn., and
moderator of the newly forming conference.

“I really think what the church has been telling us is that we
don’t have the resources to fund 38 middle judicatories,” he
said. “Every level of this denomination – local church,
conference, national – we’re all trying to right-size our
investment in the structure and infrastructure that supports the
mission.”

“Building this new institution is an opportunity to reexamine
the patterns and practices that hold us back from fully
embodying the gospel. We are shifting from independence to
interdependence, from ownership to stewardship, from
competition to collaboration,” Gardner Spencer said.

The Synod vote has been a long time in the making for the
three conferences.

Two delegates – one from Massachusetts and one from
Connecticut – questioned the need for the merger during the
floor debate. But others, including two youth from
Massachusetts, called the step a necessary adaptation to
change.

“After years of prayers, deliberation and dialogue and, most
importantly of all, collaboration among partners, today was a
moment of affirmation from the delegates of General Synod,”
said Connecticut Conference Minister the Rev. Kent Siladi.
“We arrived at this moment led by the Spirit of God and
convinced that our ‘why’ as a new Conference is to live the
love and justice of Jesus.”

In the days leading up to the vote, staff and board members of
the three conferences met with other conference caucuses,
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“We move onward together with God’s help and our common
ministry to make disciples, share God's love and justice;
innovate and adapt and build covenant partnerships. Praise
God from whom all blessings flow,” he said.

Special Announcement: New
Conference Will Have New Leader
By Tiffany Vail
Associate Conference Minister for Communications

Rhode Island Interim Conference Minister the Rev. Marilyn
Kendrix said, “We are overjoyed by the positive affirmation
of our siblings in Christ and we feel the heavy weight of
responsibility to live into our dreams for the UCC in southern
New England.”

The current Conference Ministers in Connecticut,
Massachusetts and Rhode Island have each announced that
they will not put their names into consideration to take on
leadership of the new, unified conference.

Massachusetts Conference Interim Transitional Conference
Minister the Rev. Don Remick said he was “grateful to our
UCC family for their support.”

The Rev. Kent Siladi, who has served as the Connecticut
Conference Minister for six years, as well as Transitional
Conference Ministers the Rev. Don Remick in Massachusetts
and the Rev. Marilyn Kendrix in Rhode Island, have each
informed the Together As One Board of Directors of their
decisions.

“As we experiment with living together into our ‘why’ with
each other and the Holy Spirit, we are moved even as we are
moving. And we commit to our covenant journey as explorers
in that uncharted territory of the ever-changing landscape of
ministry,” he said.

At its meeting last Saturday, the Together as One Board
agreed that the three current leaders will stay on in a bridge
capacity through the end of 2020.
“I believe that new executive leadership is necessary for the
TA1 Conference to flourish,” Siladi said. “I have been blessed
to serve as the Conference Minister of the Connecticut
Conference and I look forward to providing bridge leadership
in 2020. I am open to ‘what’s next’ and trust God’s Spirit to
guide my ongoing discernment.”

Revolutionary Love Project
Founder to Keynote Annual
Meeting

Starting Jan. 1, when the new conference officially comes into
being, their roles will shift. Instead of having their
responsibilities defined by geography, they instead will be
divided by program area. So, for example, one Conference
Minister may head up justice and witness efforts for the whole
new conference, while another oversees interim ministry. The
board and Conference Ministers are working out those details
now.

Valarie Kaur, founder of the
Revolutionary Love Project, will be
the keynote speaker at the first
Annual Meeting of the new
Together As One Conference, to be
held Nov. 1 and 2 in Worcester,
MA.

“I am excited about this plan for Kent, Don and me since it
demonstrates in a real way the progress that we are making in
our efforts to plant a new conference of the United Church of
Christ, and it is true to our expectation that this new
conference will be about doing something new,” Kendrix said.

Kaur is a Sikh racial justice activist,
civil rights lawyer, award-winning
film-maker, educator and author of
Revolutionary Love. Kaur sees love
as a public ethic and shared practice
to be used in the fight for social
justice. She believes “the way we make change is just as
important as the change we make.”

“For me, that means calling a new Conference Minister, but at
the same time it allows some of the deep thinking that we
three have been doing for some time to bridge the gap between
the old and the new," she said. "It assures that many of the
great things that each of our conferences have been doing will
continue into a future focused on God’s call.”

The Annual Meeting will be held Friday and Saturday, Nov.
1 and 2, at the DCU Center in Worcester, MA. This will be the
first Annual Meeting of the new Together As One Conference.

Remick said he looks forward to working together with Siladi
and Kendrix for the bridge year.
“From the beginning of my time as a Transitional Interim
Conference Minister I have often said that there is a time when
all three of us need to be in executive leadership positions and
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there will come a time when none of us should be,” Remick
said.
“As we have moved through this chapter of our new
conference’s formation I am even more convinced that calling
a new Conference Minister is critical to the birth of the new
and that new perspectives are essential. And I look forward to
the unfolding of our next chapters in the hands of our
resurrected Christ.”

The Fiscal Cliff Webinar Series
Check out this amazing UCC webinar series if you have any
questions or concerns regarding the use of invested funds to
make up the difference when we have a deficit budget.
https://www.macucc.org/eventdetail/12822730?month=7&y
ear=2019&day=1&display=m

A resolution is coming before General Synod in June that
would dissolve the historic Connecticut, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island conferences from a denominational standpoint,
replacing them with a new conference, which is provisionally
being called the “Together As One Conference.”
The three historic conferences will continue to exist as
nonprofit corporations, with their own boards, in order to
handle endowments that were left to those conferences. But
for ecclesiastical purposes, the UCC will only recognize the
new conference.
“We all have been blessed by the gifts that our current
Conference Ministers have brought to this innovative work,”
said The Rev. Corey J Sanderson, President of the new
Together As One Conference.
“One hallmark of superb leadership is knowing how and when
to make room for others to lead. We are grateful our three
executive leaders have the faith, wisdom, and the vision to
‘pass the baton’ to the next generation,” he said.
If the resolution is approved at Synod, the new conference will
have its first Annual Meeting Nov. 1 - 2 in Worcester, MA.

A Story of the New Conference
The Together As One Board of Directors has crafted a
document to lay out the vision for a new conference.
It is available on the UCC General Synod website for
delegates to read prior to the vote on forming a new
conference.
https://www.ctucc.org/files/tables/content/12797376/files/R
esource-paper-for-A-New-Conference-in-Southern-New-En
gland.pdf

COMMUNITY NEWS
Thursday Night Band Concerts
The Townsend Military Band
opened its 2019 Thursday evening
concert series on the Townsend
Common on June 6. Weather
permitting, the band will play a
concert from the bandstand on the
Common each Thursday between
7:30 and 9:30 pm, through at least
August 15. The Townsend
Military Band is managed by
Betty Mae Tenney of Townsend
and is conducted by Thomas
Souza of Chelmsford. Mr. Souza
is the head of the Music Department in the Nashua Public
Schools, the Director of the Brandeis University Wind
Ensemble, and the Band Director at the Fairgrounds Middle
School in Nashua. Lawn parties, hosted by local organizations
which feature food, activities for children, and other assorted
tables, are held in conjunction with these concerts. Area
residents of all ages are encouraged to attend these concerts
which are funded by the town.

Townsend Ecumenical Outreach
Our mission is to provide emergency and temporary assistance
to Townsend residents in need of a helping hand. Please
donate food and papergoods (toilet
paper/paper towels).

Super Saturday - October 5, 2019
Keefe Regional Technical High School, Framingham, MA. Go
to macucc.org for more information.
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There is a basket at the back of the
sanctuary and a container in the
hallway between the Sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall.
Number of households being
served: For April: 61 households

(122 people) participated in the food distribution (26% kids,
55% adults, 19% seniors). For May: 67 households (136
people) were eligible for food distribution.
Phone: 978-597-2209 Email: TEO2@comcast.net
Web: townsendecumenicaloutreach.org

July 14, 2019 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Amos 7:7-17 ; Psalm 82
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Deuteronomy 30:9-14
; Psalm 25:1-10
Second reading: Colossians 1:1-14
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37
July 21, 2019 - Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Amos 8:1-12 ; Psalm 52
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 18:1-10a ;
Psalm 15
Second reading: Colossians 1:15-28
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 x1411 during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5)
and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental health
professional, or an advanced level graduate student, who will
discuss the situation with you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith

July 28, 2019 -Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Hosea 1:2-10 ; Psalm 85
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 18:20-32 ;
Psalm 138
Second reading: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Gospel: Luke 11:1-13

LECTIONARY, AUGUST 2019
August 4, 2019 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Hosea 11:1-11 ; Psalm 107:1-9,
43
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ecclesiastes 1:2,
12-14; 2:18-23 ; Psalm 49:1-12
Second reading: Colossians 3:1-11
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21
August 11, 2019 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 ; Psalm 50:1-8,
22-23
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 15:1-6 ; Psalm
33:12-22
Second reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
August 18, 2019 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 5:1-7 ; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 23:23-29 ;
Psalm 82
Second reading: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56

LECTIONARY, JULY 2019
July 7, 2019 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Kings 5:1-14 ; Psalm 30
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 66:10-14 ; Psalm
66:1-9
Second reading: Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

August 25, 2019 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 1:4-10 ; Psalm 71:1-6
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 58:9b-14 ; Psalm
103:1-8
Second reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship at 9:30 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

