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Please come out and support
the Scouts on February 3 as they inform
us how their precepts help them to live a
life of God’s grace and purpose. They’ll
also be doing a bake sale after services to
help fund their Blue and Gold Banquet in
March at TCC. So, need some
post-holiday goodies? Come and partake!
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Handbell
Choirs
The beginner and agapé handbell choirs
will begin rehearsing for the spring on
Wednesday, February 27. Rehearsals will
be in the sanctuary at 5:30 pm for the
beginners, who will probably not have any
formal performances, and 6:30 pm for the
agapé choir that plays during the worship
services. If you would like to join in the
fun of creating a “joyful noise” and
getting to know other musicians please
consider joining us for the spring! Contact
Wanda Wilson 978-597-6803, for more
details.

and the tough lesson that we shouldn’t trust the present or
future. But Jesus and Jeremiah remind us that it is not the
FUTURE itself that we should trust. It is God. When we trust
in ourselves alone, we become the shrub. But trusting in God
who leads us through the troubled present lets us move
forward through that long February, or job loss, or illness of
us or a loved one, to the other side, a future of hope.

According to Mark
The weather folks say that the
“polar vortex” has split this winter,
meaning that instead of a nice cold
mass of air spinning over the north
pole, all that cold will be directed
north/south toward Canada and, by
extension, to all of us in Northern
New England. The forecasters are
predicting a very cold and stormy
(and hence snowy) February.

In our despair, God holds the past, present and future, and our
challenge is to live in both conditions of our present reality
and hopeful future, knowing that we are both and at once
hungry and full, weeping and laughing, hated and loved. For
every part of life, God lets us know that God is with us every
step of the way. To live otherwise, Jesus says (using the rich
and powerful, or those living entirely worldly and not helping
or considering others in all they do) will give a future filled
with sorrow and emptiness.
The other side for those
folks is not blessing, but
suffering, because God
plays no role in their lives.

It brings to mind a spiritual exercise for us all. We’ve been
through this before. Predictions of the future which are doomy
and gloomy, whether it’s the economy, our politics, our
common earth home, our kids’ futures - and yet, the world
keeps spinning, and doesn’t come to an end, nor will it
anytime soon. But there’s still something to worry about and
prepare for. Are we destined to bounce from crisis to crisis
throughout our lives? What can we do other than buy more
bags of Sno-Melt? What exactly is certain in our lives other
than constant worries?

So it’s February. Winter is
here. But spring will always
come. Take heart, dear
friends, and bring someone
who needs to hear these
words with you some cold,
frosty Sunday to join us for
a warm welcome at TCC.

These questions of how we cope with our earthly lives are
why Church is so important, because God has a lot to say
about coping, hoping, and the future. Read the lectionary for
Feb 17: Jeremiah 17:5-10. God uses nature to teach us about
faith, because these images are connected to growth,
nourishment, renewal, and seasons of our lives. When we put
our trust in God we are blessed like a tree - green and
perpetually fruit-bearing. If we worry too much about the
world and trying to control it or constantly moving from crisis
to crisis, we are like the shrub, with no way to thrive and alone
in a parched desert.

Pastor Mark

But what about the moments, or even months and years when
our trust in God doesn’t feel fruitful and we just feel like the
desert shrub? Jesus tells us in Luke 6:17-26 of the Beatitudes,
and for each present reality of our spirits-poverty, hunger,
weeping, hatred-there is a promise to come. The poor will reap
the Kingdom, the hungry filled, the weeping will laugh again,
and ones excluded will leap for joy. Now, there’s no timing on
these promises, and Jesus doesn’t magically lift them away,
even for the ones listening that day when he says this. These
gifts will come; just not likely today.

Sermon Series: You’ve Got
Questions Jan. 27 - Mar. 17
Remember back in the fall when Pastor Mark asked “What’s
Your Question?" as part of our Bringing our Whole Selves
stewardship campaign? We’ve taken those questions and
during February and March Pastor Mark will help answer
them with sensible, no nonsense interpretations of how the
Bible applies to our everyday concerns. It’s the perfect
opportunity to bring a friend or loved one who needs to hear
the love of God or needs to renew God’s graceful presence in
their awareness of everyday living. Let’s live our faith in
action and grow the Kingdom right here, right now! We love
to brew coffee and give warm welcomes, so spread the word!

Jeremiah’s tree paints a picture of timing. The green, fruitful
tree is our future. But the tree is not fearful when the heat
comes; its leaves are still green. Even in darkness, the tree
grows. Even when it doesn’t rain, the tree will survive. When
everything around the tree tries to take its life away, the tree
will not die. Because in the Lord’s care, the tree will thrive.
So it is with us. The future is a difficult place to put our trust.
So is the present. And the past gives us the worldly message
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In Sunday school we continue
to practice our books of the
Bible through music and hand
motions! The kids are doing an
awesome job and it is so cool
seeing them not only
remember the books of the
bible, but to also remember
details about what can be
found in those books. One
recent Sunday, I went
downstairs to get something
while the kids were in the nursery, and in walked one of our
3 year olds singing “Jer-a-mi-ah, La-men-ta-tions, E-ze-kiel!!”
and it really just filled my heart with joy to see the faith
foundation that is being built here at TCC as the word of God
is working through our children.

Guest Preacher: Brad
Bauer on February 10
Pastor Mark will be away celebrating his
pseudo-25th wedding anniversary with Kate.
(Want to know what that’s about? You’ll
have to ask him.) Brad was accepted in
January as a Member-in-Discernment by the UCC’s Central
Association Committee on Church and Ministry, the first step
in his journey toward ordination as a Minister in the United
Church of Christ. So he needs help, encouragement, and
practice preaching and teaching in the meantime, and the
support of all of us during the next several years! Come and
hear Brad’s opening of God’s word and congratulate him on
his new journey!

Sundays in February will be filled with weekly lessons in our
SHINE curriculum which focus on the life of Jesus from the
book of Luke. Our classes always have an age appropriate
Bible story followed by discussion, colorful worksheets and
other activities as time allows! Through class time as well as
fellowship time with their peers, the children in our Sunday
school program are learning and growing in their Christian
faith! I recently asked some of the children to describe in one
or two words what Sunday School means to them. These were
some of their answers: praying, friends, Jesus, comfort, home,
educational, everyone is kind, accepting, sermon dismissal,
stories, singing, playing, family.
The free, community supper offered for February 20 will be a
pork dinner. We served 99 dinners last month and anticipate
this dinner to be as popular! With our success and some of our
workers away in February, we will be looking for extra people
to come and help with the dinner, either through donations or
workers that night! Please consider offering to help! It’s a
heart warming experience on a cold, wintry night!

We recently opened up a 4th Sunday school class so that we
can offer even more age appropriate lessons for both the 3-5
year olds as well as for the 1st and 2nd graders. It is going
well and the volunteer support has been wonderful. One of our
volunteer Sunday school teachers recently told me, “I have to
say, I think I am getting more from it then they are. They are
so smart and loving... so what is next weeks lesson?” This
warms my heart and I have heard so much positive feedback
from our volunteers and we are so thankful for them because
they are the foundation of our Children’s ministry here at
TCC. I thank the Sunday school parents for their support and
patience as we are getting adjusted to the additional class!
Each and every child in our program is a gift and has so many
amazing qualities and talents!! We will need more support
over the next couple of months. Please consider teaching or
being a shepherd (classroom helper). If you aren’t sure about
it but want to know more, feel free to ask and I can let you
know what kind of help is needed!

Thanks so much,
Wanda Wilson

We also have some fun revitalization events coming up in the
next few months, so stay tuned for the details!!
Yours in Christ,
Sarah Goyette, Sunday School Superintendent
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“Star” on what is now called “Sterling’s Tree.” The star was
erected in the tree one day before Sterling’s 5th birthday.

Youth Group
Update
We met in January for our annual
Yankee Swap, following a busy
advent season of decorating,
Christmas caroling, and decorating
some more. (See caption under
photos!)
Now we are back at work, fundraising and planning for our Youth
Group mission trip. The trip is scheduled for June 23 through
June 29. We will be working on beach clean-up and at local
food kitchens serving the Providence, RI community.
To help defer the cost of the trip for the youth attending we
decided to fund-raise. So far we are planning a car wash/ bake
sale for May 5 in the church parking lot directly after worship.
And the Youth Group will also be hosting an open mic night
on Friday, March 15th from 6:30-9. This is open to anyone
who wishes to share their talent with the community.

Mark your calenders:
Feb. 10 - Meeting in Vestry after worship until 2:30
Feb 24 - Meeting in Vestry after worship until 2:30
March 15 - Open Mic Night in Fellowship Hall 6:30-9pm
May 5 -Car Wash directly following worship.

11-Paul Martineau, 13-Tad
Rochette, 14-Isabella Culotta and
Olivia Hunt, 15-Rachel Vincent,
19-Heather Nixon, 20-Alice
Struthers, 22-Esme Boris,
25-Charlie Hersey, Linda Ireland
and Cindy Miller

Thank you,
Meg Genoter and Heather Mulrenan Youth Group
Co-coordinators

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. Simply make a
donation on (or around) your
birthday in the amount of your age
(Memo: Birthday Fund)! If
everyone participates, this will add
up to a significant amount. Please
participate and watch our gifts
grow!

Sterling and her family recently
moved to Townsend. The youth
group was informed that she was
concerned that Santa would not be
able to find her on Christmas Eve.
She believed that a “Star” at the top of the large Christmas
Tree in the yard would help him find their new home. As the
story spread, the church family worked together to put that
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In Memoriam
Nomusa Florence Madlala
January 1935 - January 4, 2019

Flo Madlala was our contact person
and angel on earth from our sister
church in Lamontville, South Africa
in the KwaZulu-Natal Province.
This relationship began about 2004
through our UCC missionaries, Jan
and Ruthann Hall at the time of our
minister, Gail Kendrick. A few NE
churches were given a sister church
in order to create an international
bond of prayer and spirituality.
These SA churches were begun by New England UCC
ministries and the ties were ready to be renewed. We (first
Lorraine Quesada, then I) started to email and phone a couple
times a month or more to share news and prayers about our
churches. Flo, who spoke Zulu and excellent English, was a
leader with boundless energy in her congregation. She was
especially interested in children’s programs and attended and
ran countless workshops and conventions about their
education. She prepared sermons while their traveling minister
spoke in another town on Sundays. Around 2007, the Rev.
Gail Kendrick was able to travel to SA with the Halls to visit
Flo, our sister church, and have an unforgettable experience.
Gail took suitcases of 94 prayer shawls that were made for our
SA friends and visited and distributed these to those suffering
from illness, many from AIDS and diabetes.

Convener, to name a few of her contributions to the
advancement of Jesus Christ and the development of the
UCCSA. In 2017 the UCCSA Assembly took a resolution to
award the inscription of her name in the UCCSA Roll of
Honor, normally reserved for past presidents and
chairpersons.”
Flo has three sons, now grown with
families and children and one is a
doctor in Johannesburg. One of Flo’s
granddaughters came to our church
from college in Florida to see Flo in
2011 when she was here with us. Flo
was always sending her best to TCC
and would end our conversations with
“God Bless”. Her melodious voice was
a treasure to hear over the miles and
her personality was bubbling through
the phone lines the last time we spoke
right before Christmas. We will all now have to share the
work that this one wonderful woman did in this world.
June Cloutier

In 2007 Flo helped to found the Lamontville Thembalethu
Care Center to offer before and after school classes to local
children, and adult help for those in need. She worked there
every day and was so happy to have recently found a fabulous
person to mentor and work into her position, since Flo was
almost eighty-four. Flo was always working on behalf of the
families by asking local companies to supply donations,
especially for their Christmas party, when all would receive
gifts and food.
The announcement of Flo’s passing from the SA Synod
-UCCSA website tells of her “indelible role in the formation
of the SA Synod-UCCSA Children’s Ministry. She was the
first SA Synod secretary of the woman’s organization, Isililo
Manyano Bomme (IMB). Flo was the Mission Council
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her father has lung cancer and is not doing well. We pray for
Tad Rochette who is very affected by Officer Johnson’s death,
and was heavily involved with coordinating aspects of the
funeral service. We pray for Louise Coalter's brother, Roger,
whose wife of 60 years has Alzheimer’s disease; we pray for
courage and faith for Roger as this disease takes her away
from him. We pray for Fred and Barbara Blankinship as they
are grieving the sudden death of their daughter Pam.

OUR BLESSINGS:
We celebrate with Julie and Nick
Zielenkievicz on the birth of their
second grandchild, Samuel Richard,
who arrived on Jan. 5, 8 lbs, 9 oz and
20" long. We join with Louise Coalter in giving thanks for all
the people who keep our church running. Elaine D’Angelillo,
who was able to join us for worship, gives thanks for all the
help and well-wishes she has received; she is feeling much
improved. We give thanks for our Sunday school program; we
had to add a separate class for all our 3-5 year-olds. We give
thanks for the ongoing work of the TCC Council that keeps
our missions running. We celebrate with Heather Mulrenan
and Tad Rochette; Tad proposed to Heather on Christmas Eve
and she accepted.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for Virginia, John D’Angelillo’s
sister, who recently had her pancreas removed and is not
recovering well; for Bob Lorenzen as he recovers from a nasty
bout of shingles; for David Ryder who is in intensive care
after open heart surgery on Jan. 11; for George Gagliardi, a
friend of the Duckett family, who has a very bad cold that is
preventing him from earning an income.

OUR CONCERNS:

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:

We keep Peg Matthews in our prayers; she is having a great
deal of trouble walking and was hospitalized at the beginning
of January; we pray that rehab. will help get her mobile again.
We have been keeping Heather Mulrenan in our prayers, but
previously named the wrong person who passed away; it was
her birth mother's husband, Zeke, who is greatly missed by all
who love him. We pray for the families and congregations of
the 5 children killed in the devastating highway accident in
Louisiana on Jan. 4. We keep Paul Martineau and his loved
ones in our prayers as they deal with cancer, arm and back
pain, a biopsy, and the need for a new job and a new place to
live. We pray for a friend of Lee McTighe who had a seizure
and while being treated for this, the doctors found a brain
tumor and bleeding in the brain. We pray for all those who are
suffering and neglected in nursing homes. We pray for Greg,
a friend of the Duckett family, who has been struggling with
gastric reflux disease for some time and is not doing well. We
pray for Karen Baer's brother, John, who is in a lot of pain
after his second hip replacement. We join with Moe Tremblay
in praying for a toddler who is experiencing hearing issues.
We pray for Greg, a friend of the Borko family, he is 61 years
and struggling with the symptoms of his ALS. We keep Kathy
Perkins in our prayers as she mourns the passing of two
cousins, and is struggling with health issues that are
preventing her from having knee replacement surgery. We
offer prayers of consolation for all those mourning the tragic
deaths of John and Heidi Johnson on Jan. 10. We keep Dede
O’Hair in our prayers; she discovered that her chronic ailment
is acid reflux that has damaged her esophagus; while diet
adjustments are helping, she may continue to have
uncomfortable symptoms for some time. We pray for the
executive branch of our federal government; that they find a
way to move forward so people can return to their jobs. We
join with Jennifer Climo in praying for Carrie and her
extended family; both of her grandparents died recently and

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all those in our
immediate and extended families who are in the midst of
battling cancer, and for all those who care for and support
them. Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Lorraine M, cutaneous
T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, lymphoma; Lyn
Bennett’s mother, colon cancer; Meg Genoter’s friend,
Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Paul
Martineau’s mother; Joe, a young friend of Carole Gustafson,
skin cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred; John Ciccolini
(Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Sarah (friend of Steve
Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law, breast
cancer; Barbara Goodwin’s son, Tyler, Non-Hodgkins
lymphoma; Jason Goyette’s grandfather, stage 4 prostate
cancer; Rev. Mark Seifried’s partner, Gregor, widespread
cancer; Juliet, leukemia; Maureen (friend of the Emerson
family), brain cancer; Shaun, a friend of the Snaith family;
Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau), stage 4 breast cancer; Pastor
Mark’s sister-in-law (Kate’s sister), Chris, lymphoma of the
spleen; Trisha, a family friend of the Baers, breast cancer;
John Cochran (Chris Clish’s neighbor).

LECTIONARY, FEBRUARY 2019
February 3, 2019 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Psalm: Psalm 71:1-6
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Gospel: Luke 4:21-30
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COMMUNITY NEWS
February 10, 2019 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
Psalm: Psalm 138
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Gospel: Luke 5:1-11

Read Across Africa!
Come to the Townsend Public Library for the “Read Across
Africa” Winter Reading program 2019.
This program runs until March 26, 2019 - once you’re
registered, each qualifying book you read earns you one
ticket to put toward various African-based prizes in our
raffle.
Qualifying books include any that
are written by an African author,
or are about Africa.
Open to all ages.
Stop by the library anytime they’re
open. Register online at
www.townsendlibrary.org

February 17, 2019 - Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm: Psalm 1
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20
Gospel: Luke 6:17-26
February 24, 2019 - Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm: Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

(Library hours: Tues., Wed. & Thurs.
10am - 9pm; Fri. 10am - 5pm; Sat.
10am - 2pm; Sundays until April 14,
1-5pm)

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
1

Saturday
2
8am Saturday
work team

February 2019
3 Worship/SS

4

5

COMMUNION &
SCOUT SUNDAY

6:30pm Council

10 Worship/SS 11

6

7

Guest Preacher

13

9

6pm REGIFTING
EVENT

7:30pm Snr Choir

12

8

Red Cross
blood
drive

14

15

16

21

22

23

7:30pm Snr Choir

17 Worship/SS 18

19

24 Worship/SS 25

20

? SUPPER ?
5-6:30 PM

5pm Comm. Supp.
7:30pm Snr Choir

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

26

27

28

5:30pm Beginner
Handbells
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR, CATHY HILL: email: chill01469@gmail.com or call 978-337-0638
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

