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singing time after which we will enjoy
beef stew in Fellowship Hall as we gather
in groups for fun, music, food, and laughs!

ADVENT
WREATH WORKSHOP DECEMBER 2
All are welcome in Fellowship Hall after
worship for our annual Advent Wreath
Workshop. Because supplies must be
purchased for these wreaths, there is a $10
fee and you need to let Sarah Goyette
know you will be participating:
swgoyette@gmail.com.
Sarah is looking for someone to take over
this once-a-year ministry; please let her
know if you are interested, or just have
questions.
Thanks.

TREE LIGHTING, MUSIC
PROGRAM & HOBO STEW
- DECEMBER 2 AT 4:30 PM
Join us out on the common at 4:30 for a
community Christmas Carol Sing
followed by the traditional tree lighting
by TEO. Then come to TCC’s sanctuary
and stay for a wonderful choral music and

Still desperately seeking snow
shoveler for early mornings at
VCCC and TCC! See weekly
Spirit for details!

pays to be popular these days, and we gauge ourselves in the
numbers of “likes” we have.

According to Mark

But the person in photo #2 came into the world to show us
how we might live differently. How we might turn around our
popular selves into persons who care for the UN-popular. How
we can be more alive by looking in the unlikely places for
specialness, peace, love, mercy, compassion, and ultimately,
God. We remind ourselves that Jesus comes to us born to a
teenage, unwed mother giving birth in a shed because even in
her pregnant condition she was turned away. Mary was judged
an outcast before anyone heard her story or cared to; and yet,
she is the bearer of God, of Good News, of forgiveness for all
even though none was offered to her. Jesus, the person in
photo #2, doesn’t need shades as the light of the world to look,
and be, cool. And yet we still gravitate toward photo #1
without all the uncomfortable feelings that the other person
brings to our hearts, minds, souls, and Spirits.

As you are reading this, my wife
Kate and I are on a plane coming
back from our annual tropical
holiday, this time in Barbados. And,
as we’re walking down the jetway
and welcomed home, it made me
ponder who we anticipate arriving during this Advent season.
And since I’m wearing sunglasses as I disembark my flying
metal tube to Boston, let’s disguise these folks a little bit
similarly. So whom do we anticipate? And what should they
bring to us and our hearts? I know I sometimes get confused
between these two folks:

The difference between the two is this: Santa brings happiness
that we are special, worthy of getting stuff our hearts desire
without anything needed in return. Just put it on the list and it
appears in our house, or on our wrist or fingers or earlobes or
feet. Santa gives what’s wanted at this moment of Christmas,
all the time.
Jesus brings joy, which is not a feeling of being given to, but
a feeling that emanates from giving to others. Jesus asks for
our hearts to be outward-focused away from our selfish needs
and for us to enter into lives of those around us, and then meet
THEIR needs, but not necessarily in a way that we would
proscribe. Mercy and compassion require us to listen, not
project. To serve, not be served. To give what’s in the heart,
not necessarily what’s on the list. Jesus gives what's needed
for life’s sustaining relationships with each other and God, not
what’s needed for the moment, all the time.

Ask anyone, and it’s amazing to me how well we know the
person in the first picture. Red hat, white beard. All full of
ho-ho-ho and hearty joy-giving belly laughs with presents for
good girls and boys.
Ask anyone, and it’s amazing to me that if this picture were
not in the church newsletter that we would even venture a clue
as to the identity of the person in the second picture. Looks a
little bit like a young Viggo Mortensen (Aragorn in the Lord
of the Rings Trilogy, for those of you wondering) to me
wearing some pretty nifty shades. But then again, this is a
church newsletter. So what if I told you this was a man of
sorrows, acquainted with grief, who shared his sufferings with
sinners and outcasts? Again, if this weren’t a church
newsletter, I’d challenge anyone to choose to welcome the
person in picture #2 into their homes and hearts compared to
the Jolly Old Elf in photo #1.

I hope our confusion lessens as we continue down our Advent
road. Come and pick a tag out of the Mason Jar this season.
Read or request an Advent
devotional and let its
lessons wash over us. But
most of all, follow the one
who illuminates desires of
the soul, not wants of the
moment. I promise the
journey is worth it.

And therein lies our challenge. We go through this each and
every year. We promise to be better friends, neighbors,
Christians, to help others like we’d like to be helped. And yet
we engage in ever more appalling displays of tribal
preferences and opinions that keep us away from the very
folks that we pledge to assist. Mostly because we have ever
more custom news sources that we listen to, ever more
confined circles of friends in Facebook and Twitter where if
you’re not followed or liked, you’re just not in the club. It

Blessings for Christmas,

Pastor Mark
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There’s Still Time
To Order Your 2018
Christmas Flowers

Heifer Project Alternative Gift
Giving
There will be a Heifer table set up in Fellowship Hall after
church on November 25, December 2 and December 9 for you
to browse and select an animal you would like to send to a
Heifer family. TCC has supported this project for over 30
years. Last year we sent them $850 and provided members
with alternative holiday gift giving opportunities. Stop by the
table and find an animal or project you would like to support.
If you have Heifer boxes or arks at home that you have been
collecting your change in please return them no later than
December 9.

Michele Enright will be placing the
order for these beautiful plants and
she says that if you want a choice in
what color or size you get, then she
must order by December 1. She
can place a secondary order after that date for anyone who
needs it, but she will not be able to guarantee color or size.
Michele will be collecting orders after worship, and you may
pay by cash or check (made out to TCC). Please contact her if
you have any questions, micheleenright25@comcast.net.

Carole Gustafson

Poinsettias:
6" - $8.00 Colors: red, white, pink, burgundy, ice crystals,
marble, cinnamon, ribbons.
8" - $18.00 Colors: red, white, burgundy, red & white, pink.
10" - $25.00

Colors: red, white, pink.

16" bowl - $50 Colors: red, white, red & white.
Cyclamen:
4½” - $5.00 ; 6" - $9.00

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?

Both sizes come in red, white
and assorted.

Go to www.heifer.org today and give the gift
that really makes a difference!

6" Christmas Cactus - $9.00 - Assorted colors.

‘Tis the Season to GOODSHOP!
For all those who use the internet . . .
We are so used to jumping on google to do our searches, but
who does that benefit?
If you make a single change and use Goodsearch to do all
your online searches, you could be supporting TCC on an
ongoing basis without opening your
checkbook!

A Summary of Advent & Christmas Events
Advent starts the second Sunday after Thanksgiving. This
summary of events is to help you prepare for the season.

In addition to this, if you regularly
shop online, access your favorite
sites via Goodshop and a percentage
of your purchase automatically goes
to your charity of choice.

December 2 – Advent Wreath Workshop after worship in
Fellowship Hall

December 2 – Tree lighting on the Common (4:30 pm),
followed by music and beef stew

Why not?

December 8 – Live Nativity (4:30 pm) on the lawn behind

Give it a try today!

the church
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December 16 – Christmas Caroling (meet at front of

of the choir room. We make sure to share our thanks with each
other and with God.

Church at 2 pm, or in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 for warm-ups)

Our annual Turkey Hunt was a huge success and our youth
enjoyed it very much, so thank you to Meg Genoter for
organizing and running it this year!! Congratulations to
Rachel Vincent for finding the “Turkey”!!

December 20 – The Longest Night Service in the TCC
sanctuary (7 pm)

December 24 – Christmas Eve services: 4 pm for the
family service and 10:45 pm for the candlelight service.

A Mason Jar
Advent Each
Sunday in
December
Do you love receiving Holiday
Surprises? Do you love the
anticipation it brings, knowing
that a present is here for you
but totally uncertain what it
might be? Then come on in to
TCC on Sundays in December
and pick a gift tag from the Mason Jar. We have many
wonderful things and experiences in store for all who enter
and we will not run out of gift ideas, because they all come
from the heart. So find out what the buzz is about as we take
a 'reverse offering' and also give them out after worship in
Fellowship Hall at Coffee Hour (and if you've never met John
Mims, our church secretary, he's manning the Jar, so stop by
and say 'hi'!).

With a new month we feel so much excitement and joy with
the coming of Advent and Christmas! We have many activities
and events happening this month:
Advent wreath workshop
Sunday, December 2 in Fellowship Hall following the worship
service. $10 supply fee per wreath.
Live Nativity
Saturday, December 8 at 4:30 pm on back lawn of church.
Come and hear the narrated story of Jesus' birth. There will be
costumes, caroling and celebration! Come inside afterwards to
warm up with hot soup and cider!

Please don’t forget that we are still
looking for leaders for our February
and April suppers. Leave a message
with John in the office if you are
interested or have questions.

Please consider contributing food to this wonderful
fellowship event. Donations can be dropped off at the
church on Friday, 12/7 before 6 pm or on Saturday 12/8
after 2 pm.
NEEDED:

We are blessed in so many
ways and we make sure to
offer our thanks in weekly
prayer when we meet for
Sunday School! One of the
ways that our children have
shared their thanks each
week this past month, is by
adding a card to our
“Thankful Wall” which is
in the hallway just outside

u Crock pot full of soup - any type, please label!
u rolls/butter
u cider (an empty crock pot would be good for warming
as well)
u hot chocolate packages and marshmallows or whipped
cream
u desserts
Family Christmas Eve Service, 4 pm
This will be a short service (approx. 30 min) that will be
appropriate for children of all ages and will end with
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candlelight (glowsticks!) and singing Silent night! Our Sunday
School children will be participating in this service so please
let your friends/family know that it will be fun, spiritual and
all are welcome to join us!!
As always we are so thankful and appreciative of all of our
wonderful and dedicated Sunday School volunteers and
helpers! We are in need of teachers and classroom shepherds,
so please consider helping out this winter!
Yours in Christ,
Sarah Goyette, Sunday School Superintendent
swgoyette@gmail.com

Save Your
Canceled Stamps
For 36 years, Townsend
Congregational Church has
been saving canceled stamps
to send to the Perkins School for the Blind in Watertown. The
stamps are sold to collectors overseas and the proceeds fund
a summer camp in Maine for the Perkins School’s Boy Scout
troop. This outreach service was first introduced at TCC in
1982 by Addie Kytta, a beloved church member. Lee McTighe
became friends with Addie and took over this stamp program
after Addie passed away. The collection box is at the back of
the sanctuary. Stamps should be trimmed, leaving a
quarter-inch border on all sides. Any and all donations of your
canceled stamps are gratefully accepted and appreciated, as
TCC continues with this ongoing tradition.

Just a quick reminder that, if we are
in the midst (or aftermath) of a
winter storm and you’re not sure if
the church is open, there will be a
message left on the church’s
answering machine (if there is
power) and on the church’s web
site/Facebook. If the power is out in the center of town, then
the church will be closed.

Please Remember!
While you’re making your to-do lists for this
busy season, don’t forget to add in some time to
visit with our friend, Floyd. He misses his church
family and treasures every opportunity he has to
visit with us – even if it can only be a card with a
friendly message:

The Longest
Night December 20

Floyd Truitt
Apple Valley Nursing Center
400 Groton Rd, Ayer MA 01432

For folks who have
experienced loss in their
lives, God can seem far away during the holidays when we are
supposed to celebrate God's arrival. So what do we do with
those feelings when our lives seem focused on broken
relationships, death, sickness, divorce, or feeling overwhelmed
and unable to be joyful? Come and experience a night of quiet
reflection, prayer, and music as we place our grief and laments
out of our hearts and into a candle of forgiveness and hope, a
picture of a loved one on TCC’s tree of remembrances, or an
anointing of God’s love with oil from Jerusalem. The service
starts at 7 pm on December 20 and lasts about 35 minutes.

3-Niles Busler; 5-Julianne Capone;
6-Michelle Enright; 7-Steve Cloutier;
11-Joseph Cloutier; 12-Justin Gay and
Kyra Genoter; 14-Cathy Parsons;
17-Donna Howard; 18-Jock Snaith;
20-Pam Snaith; 21-Carol Swenor;
23-Jillian Hersey; 25-David Butz
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CAROLING!
SUNDAY,
DECEMBER 16 AT
1:30 PM!
Bring some Holiday Cheer to
your Townsend neighbors – and
have a good time yourself!! Come
gather together in front of the
church at 2 pm and be prepared to
bring joy to the hearts of several people. Song books, filled
with many of your favorite carols, are provided. This is a great
family activity made even sweeter by the generous invitation
of Meg and Chris Genoter to gather at their home for
refreshments and fellowship afterwards.
Warm-Up! – come a half hour early for a warming-up singa-long of your favorite carols. Lee McTighe will play the
piano for us and it will be just the thing to get us started.

THE SANTA PROJECT
Organized by Monica Kleeman, and
with the help of the Townsend Public
Library and the area churches, the Santa
Project has been a source of joy for many
children and their families over the years,
as gifts are so generously contributed by
people throughout Townsend’s community.

If you have any questions, please call Lee McTighe
(978-790-5699).

Everyone is welcome!

The Townsend Public Library is once again the location
where the gifts will be sorted, and where the families will
come to collect their packages.
As in past years, a special display will be set up at the
front of the sanctuary after Thanksgiving. You will find
envelopes with the age and gender of each child, and inside
you’ll find a specific request for a gift. This is just a
suggestion, and you may substitute as needed. If we run out of
envelopes at TCC, there may be more at the library or
Bailey’s.

Our mission is to provide emergency and temporary assistance
to Townsend residents that are in need of a helping hand.
Please donate food and items like paper towels and toilet
paper.

Wrapped gifts should be left at the church no later than
December 16, or brought to the library by December 14. If you
have questions, please email Library Director Stacy Schuttler
at sschuttler@cwmars.org.

There is a basket at the back of the sanctuary and a container
in the hallway between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.

Bless you for your participation.

Number of households being served: : For October 67
households (152 people) participated in the food distribution
(29% kids, 57% adults, 14% seniors). For November there are
89 households (200 people) eligible for food distribution.

Cathy Hill

Phone: 978-597-2209 Email: TEO2@comcast.net
Web: townsendecumenicaloutreach.org
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Upcoming Youth Group Events
During the car ride to our last meeting, where we decorated
Pastor Mark and Kate’s home with Christmas Lights, the
youth group cast their votes for the destination of their week
long mission trip, planned for June 23-29. The destination is
Providence, RI. Details are in progress and this week the
group decided to host an Open-Mic Night at TCC sometime
this winter to fund-raise for the trip. We still need to confirm
a date, which is not an easy task with 15 teens who attend 7
different schools! Again please stay tuned for more details.

Welcome Home Project Update

For December, the Youth group will meet on the first at 3:30
pm at TCC before the Tree Lighting on the Common. Pick-up
is at 5:30 on the common, we encourage families to come and
attend the indoor musical celebration that TCC is hosting this
year. Some of the group will be in the performance.
Remember it is always cold at this event so please bring warm
layers and outdoor gear including hats and gloves.

Now that we have secured some storage space, we also have
had some snow, and yard sale season is through! So if you or
someone you know still has a need to get rid of a dining set,
couch, or similar furnishings that could be donated for our use,
please let us know. [See complete list and contact info below.]

The Welcome Home Project Team is collecting furniture and
other items to furnish a simple apartment for a refugee family
to be settled in southern NH. Most items can be second
hand/gently used.

If we have trouble acquiring some of these larger items as
“freebies”, we may take up a monetary collection in the future
for a shopping day at Savers or the like.

On the 16th, the youth group will be Christmas Caroling with
the church beginning at TCC at 1:30 for warm-up singing. We
will be caravanning with church members all over town to
spread some Christmas cheer and will end the evening at the
Genoter’s home where pick-up will be at 6 pm.

We will also be placing a plastic tub or two in the old Vestry
for the collection of cleaning supplies & toiletries, such as
laundry & dish soap, sponges, toothbrushes, toothpaste, bar
soap, etc. for anyone who would like to donate some of those
items. [Also see complete list below.]

The final meeting of 2018 will be our annual Yankee Swap on
the 30th. Please bring a wrapped gift of $10 or less. We
usually meet at someone’s house, stay tuned for the time and
location.

If you have any questions, please see or contact Heather
Nixon, heather.nixon@pearson.com; cell: 978-727-2379
(texting is best, if possible)

Submitted by Meg Genoter with Photo by Heather Mulrenan
(Youth Group Leaders)

Thank you for your interest & support of this program!
Needed Items:
1 bureau
1 Couch, or other living room seating (pair of
loveseats, loveseat + stuffed chair) We are also in need
of a storage location for these larger upholstered items

1 dining room table, 4 chairs +/1 Set of dishes, silverware, drinking glasses
bath towels & washcloths for approx. 4 family
members
2+ sets of twin sheets, 1 set of Queen sized
4 NEW bed pillows
Lightbulbs (suggested 60 W)
Paper towels, Toilet Paper
Sponges, rags
Laundry & Dish soap
Shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste
bar soap
Shower curtain & liner

We light up Pastor Mark and Kate's home in New Hampshire
on November 4th. Pastor Mark is behind the tree along with
Kate.
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annual “Thanksgiving Feast” that we had with the children
and many parents at lunch time! We read stories that
emphasized family, friendship, sharing and caring, and then all
the children and their parents donated something to contribute
to the special lunchtime meal they then shared. All the
children created beautiful placemats that we used on the long
tables we had set up together, and many of them wore their
pilgrim hats or native American headbands to the feast! To
further emphasize the concept of “caring and sharing” we also
collected canned goods and dry food which we donated to the
local TEO.
The week following the feast was our monthly “Pizza
Tuesday” lunchtime treat, and the children most enjoyed the
delicious pizza generously donated to us by Townsend’s own
Sophia's Pizzeria! The children made pizza-shaped thank you
cards for Sophia’s to thank them for their kindness and
generosity.

Hello TCC Friends!!!
Happy December from VCCC!!!
Well our school year has been rolling right along, full steam
ahead! Very hard to believe we’re moving into month four
already! Guess that old saying, “time flies when you're having
fun” is definitely true as we have been having FUN!!! Sorry
we missed getting an article into your November issue, the end
of October was especially busy administratively and time just
got away from me. So throughout the month of October all the
classes focused on Fall activities. The children in all three
classrooms had fun experiencing the season through art
activities, songs, stories and cooking projects. The children
especially enjoyed the pumpkins that the teachers put in the
sensory tables allowing them to scoop out and squish the
insides!!! The highlight of the month however had to be our
annual Halloween Stroll where the children dressed in
costume were able to “trick or treat” to our local business
neighbors!! November found us focusing on the themes of
“Life on the Farm”, “The Harvest”, “Colonial Days”, “Colors
and Shapes”, and of course, “Thanksgiving”! The infants and
toddlers had so much fun splashing around in colored water in
the sensory table where they used cups and funnels to practice
scooping and pouring bringing new meaning to our motto“Messy is Fun”!!! Both the Toddler and the Preschool/Pre-K
classrooms had fun exploring all aspects of the farm,
especially painting with mud by driving toy tractors through
a paint tray of mud and driving them all over paper to make
cool designs! Cooking projects in both classrooms again
allowed the children to work on math and science skills as
they made homemade cornbread and banana bread, YUM!!!
While learning about how people lived in the early colonial
days, the Preschool/PreK children tried writing with feathers,
and they really exercised their gross motor muscles as they
made their own butter - a lot of shaking is needed to churn that
cream!!! Special art activities found the children creating
“Thankful” collages, pilgrim hats and native American
headbands.

We are looking forward to lots of holiday fun throughout the
month of December. The children will be participating in lots
of activities that highlight how people all around the world
celebrate their holidays. We will read stories, play different
games, create beautiful art projects, and of course continue
with the cooking projects that the children are most enjoying!
We will also be having a special pancake breakfast with a
special visit from the jolly man in the red suit!!
From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors and myself,
we wish our TCC family a healthy and happy month of
December, and may the joy, wonder and magic of the
Christmas season touch you all!!
Carol Ciccolini, VCCC Director

Thanks for
Another Great
Holiday Fair!
Thank you to all who helped to run our
recent Holiday Fair on November 17! We
have a dedicated group of tireless department chairs and
workers who make our fair so strong and unique. From the
festive greens area to our stunning raffle baskets, delicious
bistro and beyond, it is a delight to open our doors to the
community – and enjoy it ourselves! We send out sincere
appreciation to all our bakers, crafters, cooks, and greens and
basket artists who work for the beauty and success of our fair.
We are fortunate to have a church like ours.
Thank you,
June Cloutier and Cathy Hill, TCC Fair Committee

To further impress upon the children the importance of family
and friends, one of the highlights of November was our second
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Kim Faro; 18. Bird Seed - Lee Ann Sargent; 19. Puzzles Elizabeth Breen; 20. Tea and Cookies - Dianne St. Laurent;
21. Maple Goodies - Margaret Fairbanks; 22. Wine and
Cheese Assort. - Ashley Norman; 23. Feeling Refreshed Linda Bolduc; 24 Wine - Giselle Leone; 25 Basket of Beanies Jack LaViolette; 26 Bingo Gift Card - Ed Cutler; 27 Craft
Items - Elizabeth Breen; 28 Crayola Tin with Crayons - Rob
Burnham; 29. Electric Angel - Dick Lee; 30. Snack Goodies Jennifer Piper; 31. Red Sox Apparel and Hat - Darlene
Champagne; 32. Remyngton Photo Gift Card - Elizabeth
Breen; 33. Tea Pot - PJ Hughes; 34. Relaxing - Lisa Pecora;
35. Girls Having Fun - Amanda Caprigno
The Greens Table at the fair was very successful again
this year. Many thanks to all those
kind people who helped cut the
greens during the rainy last few
weeks, offered their greens to cut,
donated baskets and decorations, or
spent time arranging the greens
baskets! This table is always
beautiful because of your efforts!

This is a poem submitted to the Visitor many years ago by one
of our members, Addie Kytta. The poem was written by Rev.
Rubens Rea Hadley during his tenure as Pastor of The First
Church in Sterling, MA.
Submitted now by Christine Clish

A STABLE FOR THE SOUL

Bless you! Wanda

There is a stable for the soul,
Tho, fearful there we hide,
On cattle straw we lay us down,
A little babe beside.

2018 GIFT
BASKET RAFFLE
WINNERS

How could we know what drives us there?
We hide so much within,
And fearful hearts we find there, too,
Who run away from sin.

By Beth Klein
Thank you to everyone who
contributed and donated items
for the basket raffle. This year
there were 35 spectacular baskets filled with a variety of items
that were of interest to everyone. I am so grateful that
everyone is willing to share their talents by contributing to this
part of the fair. Your generosity is amazing. Because of all
who contributed, the raffle baskets were a huge success.

Dim shadows hide shy shepherds there,
There rest the sheep and dove,
And all that scattered stable straw
Enfolds God’s wondrous love.
God’s humble folk find shelter there
When they are sore distraught,
A refuge from the cold of heart,
Where only love is sought.

Here is a list of all the people who won baskets.
Congratulations to all !!!
1. Handy Man - Tracy Bitondo; 2. Death by Chocolate - Judy
Russell; 3. Puzzle Time - Sandra Mace; 4. Anyone for Tea Becky Stott; 5. Assorted Handmade Cards - Cindy Whaley; 6.
Assorted Handmade Cards - Chris Clish; 7. Assorted
Handmade Cards - Barbara Goodwin; 8. Let's Have Tea Sarah Corey; 9. Coffee Break - Lucy Paquette; 10. Movie
Night - Sandra Mace; 11. Bird Wall Hanging - Jean LeCuyer;
12. Gift Wrapping Assort. - Margaret Sargent; 13. Cards with
Poker Chips - Dick Lee; 14. Goodie Snacks - Paul McCann;
15. Collectible Cards - Rachel Champagne; 16. Legacy
Assortments - Sandra Mace; 17. Assorted Beauty Products -

Hunger they share to its last crust,
And bed in sheet or stall.
With silent nod or quiet word
They give their very all.
A manger there God’s altar is,
Before it kneel the true,
Thrice blest are they who take from there,
What God gives them to do.
R. R. H. 1947
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OUR BLESSINGS:

perceptions, that their rights and freedoms be valued in our
society. We pray for the Emerson family as they deal with the
death of their beloved hamster. We pray for the Coppinger
family who are dealing with severe injuries from a fireworksrelated accident. We pray for the family and friends of the 7
Coptic Christians murdered by extremists recently; we also
pray for a time when all people of faith may worship without
fear. We pray for Kathy Duckett’s extended family as her
sister-in-law’s (wife of her brother Paul) mother recently
passed away. We keep Ian, a friend of Bailey’s, in our prayers
as he deals with anxiety issues. We offer prayers of comfort
for Lee McTighe who has recently returned from attending a
graveside burial service for her late aunt. We pray for all those
who do not have enough to eat, especially those dying due to
famine. We continue to pray for the people of CA as they deal
with catastrophic losses from the wildfires, including those
connected with the completely destroyed town of Paradise,
and David O’Hair’s sister Shawn, and her family, who have
lost their home and all their material possessions in these fires.
We give thanks that Juliet does not have cancer
in her platelets, meaning she no longer needs a
bone marrow transplant, but she is still
struggling with the symptoms and treatments for
her leukemia and needs our prayers. We pray for
the victims of the world; from both human
persecution and natural disasters. We pray for
Pat Jeanig, former school librarian, who is now
in hospice care. We offer prayers of consolation
for the Landry family as they mourn the passing
of their Aunt Phyllis. We also offer prayers of
consolation for the family and friends of Art
Vartanian who died unexpectedly on November
13; he was a sweet and loving man who will be
greatly missed by all who knew him. We pray
for Bailey’s step-sister who is having a very
difficult time with school right now. We pray
for a friend of Tayja who is undergoing the
gender-change process without any family support. We keep
Heather Nixon’s step daughter in our prayers as she goes
through the court system as part of her situation resolution.
We pray for Chris Clish’s neighbor John who was just
diagnosed with cancer in his hips.

We celebrate with Dede O’Hair who
recently learned that she is not carrying
a family gene that is known to cause
cancer; and we give thanks that Dede’s
mother is doing much better. We give
thanks that our well-trained VCCC staff
reacted quickly to a medical situation
and saved the life of one of their
students. Louise Coalter gives thanks for
the great time she had working in the kitchen at our October
supper, and offers high praise for the dishwashers that night
who did a spectacular job. Heather Mulrenan shared a praise
for our Sunday School children who are doing a very good job
of learning the books of the Bible. We celebrate with Sarah
Goyette’s extended family as her grandmother Barbara turned
99 on 11/8. We also offer praise for our apple pie makers who
made 50 pies and two giant apple crisps for the fair; we also
give thanks that this event draws in a family each year that
considers our pie-making night a part of their
holiday traditions. We celebrate with Dick and
Nancy Lee as they reached their 45th wedding
anniversary on 11/3. The members of our youth
group give thanks for the opportunity to put up
early Christmas decorations at Pastor Mark’s
house. Kyra Genoter gives thanks for the friends
she made while on a mission project in CT, and
is also thankful that they have kept in touch.
Moe Tremblay (new member) gives thanks for
his warm welcome. We give thanks that Corey
Martineau is doing well at college. We give
thanks that the state of FL has voted in the pink
laws (removing sales tax from necessary
feminine hygiene products), and restoring voting
rights to released prisoners. We give thanks for
the diversity seen in the last regional elections
which included women and a former refugee. We congratulate
Max Duckett on publishing his first book, “Amateurs and
Adventurers”; we wish him success in his writing career.
Bailey gives thanks for the opportunity to attend the school
play, and for having really enjoyed the production. We
celebrate with Bailey as she becomes a teenager on Nov. 23.
We offer prayers of thanksgiving for the TCC community
effort that resulted in another fun holiday fair; and thanks to
June Cloutier for taking charge of the whole thing!

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for Chris,
a friend of Kyra Genoter, who has
injured his foot and needs to be
ready to perform in the show that
Kyra is managing; for Carole
Gustafson’s sister Cheryl who is
still dealing with gastric issues and
is going to a new hospital; for a
friend of Kim Emerson’s who
slipped on a spill and hyper-extended her one good knee; for
the nephew of Ed C, who is currently at Boston Children’s
being treated for a heart condition; for John D’Angelillo’s

Wedding Anniversaries:
Peter and Cathy Hill, 32 years on Dec. 25
OUR CONCERNS:
With the recent shooting events occurring in store and
synagogue, we renew our prayers for a way to end gun
violence and bring peace to our communities. We pray for all
those whose gender identity is different from mainstream
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December 30, 2018 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Colossians 3:12-17
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52

sister who will be having pancreatic surgery some time before
the end of the year; for Elaine D’Angelillo who is scheduled
for surgery in mid-December; for Meg Genoter’s friend Rick
who is currently at the VA hospital being treated for a serious
infection.
OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for
all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Bill, who is
the husband of Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins;
Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister,
Morag, lymphoma; Lyn Bennett's mother, colon cancer; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Joe, a young friend of
Carole Gustafson, skin cancer; Charlie Hersey’s Dad, Fred;
John Ciccolini (Carol's husband), liver cancer; Sarah (friend
of Steve Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, breast cancer; Barbara Goodwin's son, Tyler,
Non-Hodgkins lymphoma; Jason Goyette’s grandfather, stage
4 prostate cancer; Rev. Mark Seifried’s partner, Gregor,
widespread cancer; Juliet, leukemia; Maureen (family friend
of the Emersons), brain cancer; Debra Reeves’ cousin Bill
Greenough, brain cancer; Shaun, a friend of the Snaith family;
Tricia (friend of Paul Martineau), stage 4 breast cancer.

LECTIONARY, DECEMBER 2018
December 2, 2018 - First Sunday of Advent
First reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Gospel: Luke 21:25-36
December 9, 2018 - Second Sunday of Advent
First reading: Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79
Second reading: Philippians 1:3-11
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6
December 16, 2018 - Third Sunday of Advent
First reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
Second reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 3:7-18
December 23, 2018 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
First reading: Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Second reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
Gospel: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)

11

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
3

2018
2 Worship/SS

3

4

5

6

Saturday
Saturday at 8
team, 8 am
Last day to order
Christmas plants

7

8

COMMUNION
Advent Wreath
workshop after
worship

6:30 Council
meeting

4:30 pm Live
Nativity

5:30pm Genesis
Handbells
6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

4:30pm Tree Lighting

9 Worship/SS

10

11

12

13

14

15

5:30pm Genesis
Handbells
6:30pm Agapé Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

16 Worship/SS

17

18

20

21

22

28

29

5:30pm Genesis
7pm The
Handbells
Longest Night
6:30pm Agapé Handbells service
7:30pm Snr Choir

1:30 pm Caroling

23 Worship/SS

19

Red Cross
Blood
Drive,
7:30 am

24

26

27

4 pm & 10:45 pm
Christmas Eve

30 Worship/SS

31
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

