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Ecumenical Hymn Sing
Changed to Sept. 2 

All of Townsend’s Churches are coming
to the Common on September 2 at 9:15
am for the fourth annual Ecumenical
Hymn Sing, reminding ourselves of our
frontier roots where folks gathered at a
common location in tents to worship God
because there were no actual churches on
the frontier. These “tent meetings” often
lasted for days with hours-long revival
meetings, baptisms, and a focus on
conversions to Christ.

Our version will last about 45 minutes and
include prayer, a collection for TEO, and
singing hymns from each of our faith
traditions so that we can better get to
know the songs of our common faith,
Christianity.

So bring your best voice, your lawn chair,
or just yourself (but come early … picnic
table seating is limited) as we get out of
our churches and into God’s Sanctuary;
the cool shade of our beloved Townsend
Common! See you there!
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According to Mark

It’s time for beginnings. New school
year. Newly committing to those
new years’ resolutions (again…).
And beginning a new rhythm for
our church lives:  how should we be
good stewards?

We are asked to be stewards of a lot of things in our lives. 
Money. Stuff. Growing children. Aging parents. But what is
a faithful steward? Well, the Bible has a lot to say about that,
and in biblical parlance, it’s more than just caretaking. It’s
more than just maintaining the status quo. And it’s certainly
not just letting things go. Stewardship is the active care so that
things are not just surviving, but thriving.

And we’re going to answer that in a couple of ways in
September. First, we’re going to talk about how we take care
of each other, our ministries, and the gifts with which God
entrusts us in September this year rather than around
thanksgiving.  Why?  Because our congregation’s stewardship
is something that we need to know about right now, as soon as
we gather, so that our hearts, minds, and spirits are focused on
spreading the good news to folks with whom we want to share
our good news. The Good News that God is here, near, and
active in our community.

We are doing amazing things with our Center for Hope and
Healing, our Church School, the FACET foundation, Youth
Ministry, Stephen Ministry, and the ever-generous hearts of
the people who call TCC home. Don’t know about these? Ask
a member. Ask the pastor. Ask the church secretary. The point
is: ask; because your participation is needed in Townsend,
right here right now.

Second, we’re talking about stewardship of our earth, the
second of our Three Great Loves initiative, How the Church
Loves Creation. Beginning September 30, we will embark on
a 5-week journey of how scripture and God view creation and
our stewardship of the same. And this is not just for
consumption and thinking, but will culminate in actionable
steps for us to do right in Townsend. Because writing checks
to Greenpeace or OXFAM helps, but we engage more deeply
in our faith when we engage our hands as well as our bank
accounts.

So I invite you to come see what we’re doing, how we’re
changing, how we’re growing, and how each of us and all of
us can grow too. If you haven’t attended in a while, I’ll give
you the invitation Christ gave to his first disciples which
started it all:  “Come and See”.

You just might be amazed how your heart will respond.  As
the old song says, “See you in September.”

Pastor Mark

Come Join us for the First
Supper of the Fall!

Our first supper of the season will be
hosted by Lee and Kathy Duckett.

We’ll be serving our famous turkey
dinner on September 29 from 5 to 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall.
The cost will be $10 for adults and $5 for children 3-8; and no
more than $25 for a family with children. The sign-up sheets
for donations of food and workers for that evening will be
available soon in Fellowship Hall. If you already know where
you want to sign up, what you would like to donate or have
any questions, please contact Kathy Duckett at
katduck54@outlook.com. Working at the supper is a
wonderful way to meet new friends, catch up on news, and
provide a night out for those who enjoy our meal!

Sign up soon: you’ll be glad you did!

Join the
Singing!

If you would like to
serve your church in a
new way, and you love
to sing, consider
joining the choir!
We meet once a
week
(Wednesday at 7:30 pm in room 3) to     
rehearse, and we gather on Sunday morning at 9:45 to
warm-up for our worship service where we lead the
congregation in song and sing a choral anthem. You do not
need to read music in order to join. If you like, you can try it
out for a short period of time (most of our anthems can be
learned in three to four weeks) before making a
commitment. Come and be a part of a fabulous, friendly and
fun group of individuals who together “make a joyful noise
to the Lord”. Questions? Call Renée Fossey at 978-597-
8321 or 978-302-6052.
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3-Phil Andexler, 4-Antonella Basso and Sarah Riggins, 
8-Melissa Genoter, 9-Emily Bruns, 12-Christopher Bennett,
14 Jonathan Vincent, 16-Skip Bataitis, 18-Donna Capone, 
20-Gini Lee King, 23-Vera Bennett, 25-Pamela Kelsea, 
28-Sharlene Rourke and Julie Zielenkievicz, 29-Rebecca
Hersey and Michele Merenda

Our Handbell
Choirs will Both
Start Practicing in
October!

 The Agapé Choir is the handbell
choir that plays during many

services throughout the year, for those who read music from
the ages of eighth grade to 99! Our new choir is the Genesis
Choir for those in the same age group who can read some
music, prefer simpler pieces, and would like to try the
handbells. This group will probably never play during church.
Both choirs rehearse on Wednesdays during the fall, take a
break in January and February, and play during the spring.
Both choirs will begin rehearsals on Wednesday,
October 24; Genesis, from 5:30 - 6:30 pm, and Agapé from
6:30 - 7:30. If you are interested in joining either group, please
contact  Wanda Wilson at  978-597-6803 or
wswilson7652@yahoo.com.

Hello families and friends,

I hope that the summer has
been a nice time of family and
relaxation for all. As we get
back into our school year
routines, with chilly mornings,
the excitement of new
beginnings,  I'd like to
welcome our Sunday school
families back!  This year rally
Sunday is on September 9th.

Please join us in fellowship hall from 9-10 am for an
ALL-CHURCH breakfast and Sunday school registration! If
you would like, please bring a breakfast dish to share
(casserole, fruit, muffins, etc.). 

On Sunday, September 16, Sunday school classes will begin.
All children will gather in the choir room at 9 am. Please let
me know if you would like to volunteer in our classroom!

Sincerely,

Sarah Goyette
Superintendent of Sunday School

The Welcome Home Project

Submitted by Heather Nixon

Like many of you, I have been feeling pretty distressed and
somewhat helpless this summer over the treatment of refugees
and other immigrant groups (especially the children) at our
nation’s borders, and in our cities and towns both near and far. 

I wanted to turn my feelings into some kind of meaningful
action.  And I thought, one wonderful thing about being a part
of TCC, and the broader UCC, is that there is so much more
we can accomplish together, than what I as an individual
might be able to achieve alone.  

So I talked with Heather Mulrenan about my thoughts, and I
drafted a message detailing my desire to show some tangible
love to these children and families. Over the course of 1 week
in July, I contacted about 8 different agencies, one after the
other, until finally I reached one who could connect my desire
to reach out, to recipients in need.
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We talked, we met over coffee, and I shared back the
information I had gathered. Now I am excited to announce to
all of you, this partnership we are working on between TCC
and the International Institute of New England (IINE) in
Southern New Hampshire.

The IINE is one of only 2 government contracted agencies in
NH that works specifically to resettle refugees, asylees and
other immigrant families in our area. 

Their Welcome Home Project allows community members to
be involved in collecting a list of needed goods and then
setting up a new apartment for one of these families just
before they arrive, to help make them feel welcome and
embraced in their new community.

As I write this in mid-August, I am still in the process of
setting up a training date for us with an IINE staff member
who will provide us with more detailed information about how
TCC can be involved in this local and impactful project.

We are excited to have a hand to reach out to, and to show our
love to some of our newest and most vulnerable neighbors in
this very tangible way, and we feel it ties in well with our
teaching & practice of the Bridge Initiative here at TCC.

Please listen for a future announcement on how anyone who
wishes can participate in this project.

In the meantime if you would like to know more about the
IINE and/or the Welcome Home Project, you can grab me,
Heather Nixon, at coffee hour any time and I would be happy
to talk more about it with you.

The Birthday Fund

This is a fun way to contribute above and beyond
your regular giving to the church to something above
and beyond our normal operating budget. We
appreciate those who have participated so far.
Simply make a donation on (or around) your birthday
in the amount of your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)!
Participate and watch our gifts grow!

We are pleased to be offering our first free community dinner
for the church year, a spiral ham dinner, on Wednesday,
September 19 from 5 to 6:30 pm! We will be asking for
donations soon. Last year your donations fed between 50 and
60 guests per meal, plus meals were taken to shut ins and
those who were ill.

Please consider donating food or your
time on the day of the dinner. Those
who receive our kindness are very
appreciative of our efforts. 

Thank you, 

June Cloutier and Wanda
Wilson
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BEYOND
OUR WALLS

Messages from Lamontville

June Cloutier, Correspondent

I spoke with Flo in South Africa this past week and she was
getting ready for the celebration being prepared for her! It was
planned as a tribute and thank you to Flo for her work and
dedication to the Lamontville UCC South Africa church. It
was to be Saturday, August 18, 2018. She knew many of the
things planned, and helped to work on preparations, but there
were some surprises left, she said. She was very happy in
anticipation of the day. Flo’s two sons and families in SA
were coming, also.

Flo asked Jan Hall, our former missionary to speak at the
ceremony if he could fly from the US, and he was able to do
so. I met Jan last week to give him our card of thanks for Flo
and a photo collage that I made of Flo at TCC a few years ago
with some new TCC scenes. He was going to speak on our
behalf and present them to Flo. I also asked Jan if he could
choose a good flowering bush to plant from TCC in Flo’s
honor on the church grounds. He has already texted me that
the ceremony was wonderful, sent a photo of Flo (in her new
outfit for the day) and that the flowering bush, probably Bird
of Paradise, which is native to SA, would be a wonderful
choice. (Look it up- very pretty.) We are thankful to have Jan

there to represent us. He
will send us photos of the
tribute that I will share
with the congregation.

Flo was a bit worried
that their new and
energetic minister had
decided to return to a
former parish. Flo
worries about the new
search and the
momentum that he had
built up. She has been a
lay leader and lay pastor
many times and a tireless
worker at their church,
hence her celebration of
thanks!

Saturday, Nov. 17, 2018

Our annual fair will be coming soon enough and we always
like to make that a welcoming and attractive community event.
There are a few things we can start to work on now in
preparation for that day.

p Apple Pie Night - Please put
apple pie night on your calendar for
Friday, Nov. 2 in Fellowship Hall;
it’s a productive and wonderful
night!

p Regifting Table - Save gently used things or items
which no longer fit your life-style for our Regifting Table.
If you are cleaning and need these treasures out of your
house, please notify us and we'll try to find a spot before
November. Email junecloutier@verizon.net

p Book Table - As you sort through your personal library,
please save books you no longer want for our table in the
vestry. It's a great place to find a new title, too.

p Greens Tables - This area is stunning and aromatic.
Please save baskets and festive  containers, and bring your
design ideas to Greens Night on Thursday, Nov.15 in the
vestry! (Wanda Wilson-chair)

p Raffle Baskets- Pick a creative theme
and plan a basket for our popular raffle.
See Beth Klein if you need ideas, or
have questions, please. These are always
a visual treat and highlight of the fair.

p TCC Craft Table - We will have craft
nights again to work on ideas that we have or your own
projects. Our table was much more varied and lucrative
last year with all our beautiful offerings. Plan on starting
our craft-making on Monday, September 17 in Fellowship
Hall at 7 pm; weekly craft nights will be on Monday
evenings (or a Tuesday if we need it) until fair time and
will be announced. Email: junecloutier@verizon.net if
you have questions about craft nights.

Thank you to all and the date will be coming quickly as we
enter the fall!

Thank you, June Cloutier & all the TCC fair section leaders
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OUR BLESSINGS: We give thanks for happy family
reunions, and celebrate with Tad Rochette who had his
brother, David, visiting from Florida this summer. We
Celebrate with Naomi Carney who attended her first-ever two-
week summer camp. We give thanks that Carole Gustafson’s
sister-in-law, Ruth, has been placed in a facility that
specializes in the care of Alzheimer’s patients. We celebrate
with the extended Burnham family on the first birthday of
their youngest grandson. We also celebrate with the Bruns
family on their 15th wedding anniversary and Megan’s 11th
birthday. Cathy Hill gives thanks for the blessings that arose
from a difficult situation recently. We give thanks for having
John Mims back after his serious illness. The Duckett family
gives thanks that Charlie’s first car accident was a very minor
one in which no one was injured and there was minimal
damage to the cars involved. We give thanks for having Dr.
Brad Bauer lead us in worship on 8/5. Lorraine M gives
thanks for TCC’s scholarship fund that made it possible for
her to attend music camp this year; it was another rewarding
experience. Lee and Kathy Duckett give thanks for 30 years of
marriage, and for Charlie celebrating his 19th birthday. We
celebrate with Pilar Hughes on her son Robert’s 40th birthday.
Cathy Hill gives thanks that, due to recent managerial
changes, her son-in-law has fresh new possibilities in his job.
We celebrate with Kathy Perkins’ family as her
granddaughter, Jayda Lyn, turned 12 on 8/12. We give thanks
for the generosity of Gary Shepherd; he organized the serious
pruning of the large tree in front of the church at no charge to
TCC. We give thanks for having Lee and Kathy Duckett and
Emily Bruns leading us in worship while Pastor Mark was in
CO for his brother’s funeral.

OUR CONCERNS:  We offer prayers of comfort for Lee
McTighe and her extended family on the passing of her aunt
and her cousin this summer. We pray for the Duckett’s
friends, Toni and Alex as they struggle financially while
waiting for Alex’s disability payments to begin. We pray for
a family that is close to Ed C; they recently had one of their
children commit suicide after struggling with the death of his
father last year. With all the unrest in the world, we pray that
people would agree to just get long with each other in our
community and in the world. We pray for Bethany who is
experiencing racial attacks because of her marriage to a
Guatemalan man; we pray for all those who are being
victimized because of their ethnicity. We pray for three of
Kathy Duckett’s friends: Caroline, whose cancer has possibly
returned, but treatments had to be postponed while she is

healing from a broken leg; Toni, who is dealing with difficult
family dynamics in Texas; and Debbie, whose 40-year-old
husband passed away unexpectedly leaving her and her family
unable to support their current living expenses. We keep in
our prayers all those who are caught in the wild fires in CA,
and for those who are fighting them. We pray for a coworker
of Linda Ireland, Nancy, whose family is caught up in a
custody battle with her recently born grandchild. We have a
mixed prayer for Michele Merenda: we are so happy to have
her back with us after her long stay in FL, but we need to keep
her in our healing prayers as she continues to be treated and
learns how to deal with multiple food restrictions. We keep in
our prayers all those who are unemployed or underemployed,
including Joseph Cloutier and Max Duckett. We pray for all
those who have been impacted by the severe weather this
season; we pray that they all receive the assistance they need.
We pray for God’s grace for Pastor Mark and his brother
Karl’s family following Karl’s death on 8/15. We pray for
Max Duckett who, after being unable to find work as a
teacher, is now considering other options for employment. We
pray for Clareese who totaled her car recently and must now
deal with the logistics of this, although we give thanks that
there were only minor injuries. We offer prayers of comfort
for the family and friends of Ron Sinclair who passed away
recently. Our sympathy to the family of Ashley Peroni, who
passed away on 8/1; she was Karen Lee Peroni’s sister-in-law
and leaves her 5-year old son.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS: We offer healing prayers
for Tracy Winslow as she recovers from surgery on 8/1; for
Pastor Mark as he recovers from surgery to have the metal
plate in his leg removed; for Father Jeremy as he recovers
from having an abscess removed from his throat; for Louise
Coalter’s sister-in-law who is not doing well at all; for Shayna
Appel who is recovering from donating a kidney for one of her
parishioners; for Carole Gustafson’s brother-in-law, Phil, who
is being treated for a detached retina; for Patti, a friend of
Kathy Duckett who is about to have a large polyp removed
from her colon - we pray that it is not cancer and that she
recovers quickly from the surgery; for Renée Fossey who had
cataract surgery on 8/13; for Tad’s Aunt Pauline who is
recovering after cancer-related surgery; for Bill Coalter’s
sister-in-law who is back in the hospital; and for Elaine
D’Angelillo who is still being evaluated and has no treatment
plan to date.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS: We offer prayers of
healing and hope for all those in our immediate and extended
families who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for all
those who care for and support them. Dorothy DuBreuil,
breast cancer; Bill, who is the husband of Heather’s birth
mother; Susan Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
who has lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s mother, colon cancer; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
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jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Joe, a young friend of
Carole Gustafson, skin cancer; Charlie Hersey's Dad, Fred;
Steve Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Sarah (friend
of Steve Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, breast cancer; Barbara Goodwin’s son, Tyler,
non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

Super Saturday
October 20, 2018

8:00 am - 3:45 pm Keefe Regional Technical High School,
750 Winter St., Framingham MA. Registration deadline is
October 6, 2018. 

Register online: www.macucc.org/SS-Oct2018

For complete information on the program that day, go to:
https://www.macucc.org/files/tables/content/10002682/field
s/files/91d8d3e1624245c4b08abe70c163f34e/oct+2018+bro
chure.pdf

Cub Scout Recruitment Night -
September 13, 2018

The Cub Scouts will be holding their recruitment night on
Thursday, September 13 from 6-8 pm on the town common.
This is a chance for boys in grades 1-5 who are interested in
Cub Scouts and their families to come out to learn more about 
Pack 11 and register for the year. Anyone interested can also

reach out to pack11townsend@gmail.com or Pack 11
Townsend on Facebook.

October 6 is the 14th
Annual Greg’s Run
Community Road Race

Once again we will gather on the Saturday
before Columbus Day to raise money for
scholarships in loving memory of Greg
Reeves. Registration forms are available
online. If you’d like to help with this

important community event, keep on the lookout for notices in
the weekly Spirit.

LECTIONARY, SEPTEMBER 2018

September 2, 2018 - 15th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Song of Solomon 2:8-13 ; Psalm

45:1-2, 6-9
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Deuteronomy 4:1-2,

6-9 ; Psalm 15
Second reading: James 1:17-27
Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

September 9, 2018 - 16th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 ;

Psalm 125
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 35:4-7a ; Psalm

146
Second reading: James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17
Gospel: Mark 7:24-37

September 16, 2018 - 17th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Proverbs 1:20-33 ; Psalm 19
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 50:4-9a ; Psalm

116:1-9 or Wisdom of Solomon 7:26 - 8:1
Second reading: James 3:1-12
Gospel: Mark 8:27-38
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NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

September 23, 2018 - 18th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Proverbs 31:10-31 ; Psalm 1
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Wisdom of Solomon

1:16-2:1, 12-22 or Jeremiah 11:18-20 ; Psalm 54
Second reading: James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a
Gospel: Mark 9:30-37

September 30, 2018 - 19th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 ;

Psalm 124
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Numbers 11:4-6,

10-16, 24-29 ; Psalm 19:7-14
Second reading: James 5:13-20
Gospel: Mark 9:38-50

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

     September 2018
1 

8am Saturday
work team

2  Worship 

Ecumenical
Hymn-Sing on
Town Common

at 9:15 am

4 5 

7:30pm Snr Choir  
         (Maybe)

6 7 8 

9  Worship 

COMMUNION

Rally Sunday &
All-Church
Breakfast

10 

6:30pm Council

11 12 

7:30pm Snr Choir

13 14 15 

16  Worship/SS 17 

7pm Holiday Fair
Craft-making

18 19 
5-6:30 pm Comm-
unity Dinner

7:30pm Snr Choir

20 21 22 

23  Worship/SS 24 25 26 

7:30pm Snr Choir

27 28 29 

TURKEY SUPPER
5-6:30 PM

30  Worship/SS TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:

email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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RAFFLE BASKETS FOR THE TCC-UCC HOLIDAY CRAFT & GREENS FAIR

By Beth Klein

Once again, the fair will be having the popular raffle baskets. This has been a very

successful part of the fair, thanks to all the wonderful baskets donated by the

congregation. I am asking you to participate by picking a theme and filling a basket with

items related to that theme. These baskets will be raffled off in a traditional

“Chinese Auction” way. Tickets will be purchased and placed in a container that

goes with the basket you want to win and a winner will be picked at random. 

If you would like to participate, look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall after

church and add your name or you may email me at donald.klein2@verizon.net.

To help you get started, here is a list of suggested themes.

SUGGESTED THEMES FOR THE RAFFLE BASKETS

Feel free to come up with your own creative theme!!!

BABY
BIRTHDAY

BEACH
BEANIE BABIES

BREAD
BASKET OF BASKETS

BIRDS
BLUEBERRY DELIGHT

CAMPING

CRAFTING
CHILDREN’S

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS
CHOCOLATE

CANDLE 
CAR WASHING 

CHRISTMAS 
COOKING 

COFFEE 
CHINESE FOOD 

COOKIE 
COOKIE JAR

COMFORT AFGHAN

DAY OF BEAUTY 

EUROPEAN
VACATION (Plane
Ticket Not Included) 

EMBROIDERY 

EVERYTHING BUT
ICE CREAM

FOOD 
FINGERNAILS

FEED THE BIRDS 
FABRIC

FLOWERS
FAMILY FUN NIGHT

GINGERBREAD

GIFT WRAPPING 
GAMES 

GARDENING 

HANDYMAN 

HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD

ITALIAN 

JEWELRY

KNITTING 
KITCHEN 

KIDS 
KIDS COOKING 

LAVENDER SCENTS

LOTTERY 
LOBSTER 

LEGOS

MOVIE 
MASSAGE 

MUSIC 
M & Ms

MARY KAY

NUTCRACKER

OVER THE HILL

PICNIC 
PARTY 

PAMPERING
POKER 

PET 
POPCORN 

PIE 
PHOTO 

PHONE 
PUZZLES

QUILTING

ROMANTIC EVENING 

SPORTS 

SCRAPBOOKING 
STATIONERY 

SEWING 
STAMPING 

SOCKS
SNOWMAN

STUFFED ANIMALS
SILK FLOWERS

TEA 

TRAVEL 
THANKSGIVING 

TOOLS 
TASTE OF ITALY

UGLY 

VERA – BABY

WREATHS
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Sunday School at 9 am & Worship  at 10:15 am


