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would like to thank our very generous and
dedicated church for donations to
Community Dinners (open table) that we
held seven times on the third Wednesday
these past two years. We have had many
helpful and consistent cooks and workers
in the past two seasons and are happy to
be offering this dinner to those in town or
beyond. It is a wonderful way to reach out
to people in need.
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Don’t forget –
worship begins
at 9:30 am
through Sept. 2

 Community News: “The Wall That
Heals”; Thursday Night Concerts;
TEO; Clarinet Chamber Concert at
TCC; MSPP Interface

Wanda Wilson and June Cloutier

Altar Flowers: Thanks to all
Summer Hours for TCC
Office and Pastor Mark
Summer Office Hours start June 18. The
Church Office will be open from 10 am1pm Tuesday through Friday. The office
will be closed on Wednesday, July 4.
The Pastor’s office hours will hold steady
through the summer on Wednesdays from
1-5 (except July 4) and by appointment.
He will be on medical leave from July 31
through August 6.

who volunteered to donate flowers for this
Summer. If you would like to donate
flowers in honor of a special occasion,
please contact Kathy Duckett.
(katduck23@outlook.com,
978-597-0028). If we have more than one
special occasion on a Sunday, we will
have several dedications.
Kathy Duckett

Garden Care: Thank you to
whoever weeded the front flower bed by
the Church sign. It looks great!
Michelle Enright

Northern Illinois, and Wisconsin. They were given a small
tract of land from the railroads and told to make it in a new
town along the rail line. They stayed and five of nine kids
survived and made it.

According to Mark

But if they were immigrating today, poor farmers without
skills, they might be told “no more Fresians”. And certainly
too many kids…nine? Perhaps the kids would be pulled from
them while the parents went through an immigration system
they didn’t understand because of cultural and language
barriers. Each day they wonder are their children OK, who’s
taking care of them, who is schooling them, are they even
together? Perhaps most draconian of all, the parents could be
deported while the kids remained here in the US in foster care
with people they didn’t know and who could not speak
lowland German.

Most of us over the age of 40
remember watching Sesame Street
on a regular basis (back when there
were only 5-6 channels on TV, and
PBS was the publicly funded source
of educational programming). The
thing I loved about Sesame Street was that they did lots of
singing. If you were in our church this Spring, you might have
heard my own version of “Rubber Ducky” that we all sang on
Baptism Sunday. As a boy I loved that song sooooo much that
I saved up all the money I earned making my bed and taking
out the garbage to buy that 45 rpm single by Bert and Ernie.
Yes, it was that popular that they actually cut a single and it
was available in rural Colorado. The Sesame Street gang also
sang another song, some of the words of which go like this:

The Bible informs us on how to treat immigrants. If we are
truly living as Jesus’ disciples, we would know these things
about keeping God’s promises:
“When a foreigner resides with you in your land, you must not
oppress him. You must treat the foreigner living among you as
native-born and love him as yourself, for you were foreigners
in the land of Egypt. I am the LORD your God.…” (Leviticus
19:34-35).

“Oh, who are the people in your neighborhood…in your
neighborhood…in your neighborhood? They’re the people
that you meet, when you’re walkin’ down the street, they’re
the people that you meet, each daaaaaaaayyy…”
Now, the Sesame Street gang back then sang about the
mailman, the postman, the fireman, and police as the folks you
meet. But nowadays they might sing about the homeless
person, the parent working 2-3 jobs to provide for their
families, or the immigrant picking up jobs no one else wants
to do in order to get established, provide a home, and start to
bring their families to America for a better life.

“You must not exploit or oppress a foreign resident, for you
yourselves were foreigners in the land of Egypt. You must not
mistreat any widow or orphan. If you do mistreat them, and
they cry out to Me in distress, I will surely hear their cry.…”
(Exodus 22:21-23).
[Jesus said] “A new command I give you: Love one another.
As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another…” (John 13:34-35).

This summer we will be consumed with stories from our
southern border states with Mexico about the current (and ever
shifting, it seems) state of how we treat folks who flee
violence from their homelands and seek a better life. Political
commentators will try to make this a Republican or Democrat
issue, a law and order or lawlessness issue, or any number of
ways that seek to simplify or vilify a very human story that has
been going on for centuries, and maybe with our own families
in our own family trees.

It’s amazing how God’s voice can still the shrill voices of both
MSNBC and Fox. We would be well-served to remember this
summer how living Biblically and remembering our own
family stories can help us not only survive this time of
division in our political discourse, but actually help heal if we
change our hearts and the dialogue around ANY issue. Change
it to neighborliness. Mercy. Understanding. Kindness. Justice.
Mercy. And above all, humility and LOVE.

My relatives fled the civil wars of the Germanic States of
1846-48 by gathering up all they had, and along
with 12 families, sailed on a 50 foot boat across the
Atlantic. They should not have survived that trip on
such a small craft against the ocean. And before the
days of any kind of immigration system, they were
not ‘welcomed’ by any means - new immigrants
faced discrimination in the cities (Boston was
famous for “Irish Need Not Apply” during this time)
and because my family had no one they knew here,
they were banished to the frontier at that
time, which was North-central Iowa,

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?”
(Micah 6:8).
Come see me sometime during July and August , I’m
usually in on Wednesdays. Let’s talk to God together.

Pastor Mark
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deep existential questions of Christian membership and
fellowship: why do I need the church, and why does it need
me? What is my role and duty as a Christian to myself and
others in real world, right here, right now terms? If the Bible
is not literally true, what does it mean for my life and our life
as a congregation together? And where is God’s grace when
I need it most?

Rally Sunday will be on Sunday, September 9,
and we will start the morning with Sunday School
registration and an ALL-CHURCH breakfast in
fellowship hall at 9:30 am, so please mark your
calendars and be sure to join us for a bite to eat
prior to worship!

Let’s start asking about our faith again. And by doing so,
maybe we can find it. And most importantly, it follows
fellowship hour, so free snacks and coffee are available to
tank up and keep awake! This session is open to ANYONE
IN THE COMMUNITY, members or not, so let’s
bring our questions, friends and neighbors to
this community outreach series.

Doing a New
Thing at our
Band Concert
When Pastor Mark stepped
up to chair our band concert lawn party this year, one of his
first decisions was to eliminate set prices for our offerings and
instead only accept free offering contributions. Talk about
shaking things up! There were concerns, but everyone rallied
and we had a great group of people there that night to offer a
wide selection of edibles and entertainment to our community.
Many have asked how we did that night and I have to say that
first and foremost, we surprised many people with our
willingness to take whatever people wanted to give (which
was interpreted as “free” to many children), and there were
many inquiries as to who we were. Regardless of monetary
collections, I believe it was the most successful band concert
party we have hosted in years. That being said, to answer the
question of collected monies, the breakdown is as follows:
Bake Sale $212.20; Fried Dough $84.37; Fruit Cups $95; Grill
$603.11; Kid’s Games $39.77; Rootbeer Floats $94.10 - Total
$1,128.55. Thanks to all who worked together to make this
happen.

Ecumenical
Hymn Sing
August 19
All of Townsend’s
Churches are coming to the
Common on August 19 at
9:30 am for the fourth annual Ecumenical Hymn Sing,
reminding ourselves of our frontier roots where folks gathered
at a common location in tents to worship God because there
were no actual churches on the frontier. These “tent meetings”
often lasted for days with hours-long revival meetings,
baptisms, and a focus on conversions to Christ.
Our version will last about 45 minutes and include prayer, a
collection for TEO, and singing hymns from each of our faith
traditions so that we can better get to know the songs of our
common faith, Christianity.
So bring your best voice, your lawn chair, or just yourself (but
come early … picnic table seating is limited) as we get out of
our churches and into God’s Sanctuary; the cool shade of our
beloved Townsend Common! See you there!

You’ve Got Questions . . .
Series began Sunday June 24 from
11 am - 12 pm

The Birthday Fund

Lots of folks have seen the changes in our young people after
going through Confirmation and wondered...what do they
learn that makes them so different? Well, for those of us who
don’t remember or who never went through the confirmation
curriculum, we're going to explore that in accelerated fashion
this summer by exploring some of why we do what we do, and
how it can meet our faith needs in the 21st century. Come and
find out more about the church, its history, liturgy, why we
sing what we sing and pray what we pray, and ask some of the

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. We appreciate those who have participated
so far. Simply make a donation on (or around) your birthday
in the amount of your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate
and watch our gifts grow!
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A Note from Our
Sunday School
Superintendent

are able. At this time, families may register their children for
the 2018-2019 Sunday School year. If you know of a family
who is interested in joining our Sunday school program please
invite them to join us on Rally Sunday!

As our church year comes to
an end, we look forward to
new beginnings!!! Over the
s u mme r mo n t h s , l e t ’ s
remember the things we’ve
learned about how God wants
us to live our lives and how we
can all BE THE BRIDGE
everyday (notice, take action,
understand, accept, embrace and share)! Plans for next year’s
program are already underway so please start thinking about
how YOU can be a part of our children’s ministry in the fall!
We are in need of adults to help out with our Sunday school
classes. A shepherd is someone who is in the classroom to
help with supervision and assisting the teacher. Everyone in
our church is capable of this and not only will you be teaching
our children God’s love, but you will also find that you
receive so much from them at the same time. So please
consider being a part of our Sunday school!

Yours in Christ’s name,
Sarah Goyette

Revitalization Update
by Jennifer Climo
Thank you to everyone who has donated
to the Revitalization Fund so far! Yearto-date through June 23, 2018, we have
collected $5,489 toward Revitalization.
We have committed to growing and
expanding our programs for the
congregation and the community. We
projected we needed a total of $28,300
for 2018 at our budget meeting. We
started the year with $6,864 in our
Revitalization account, and now have $12,353.

This June we had so many celebrations as we recognized and
appreciated our Sunday school volunteers and Sunday school
children in church. I am always amazed and delighted to see
such a large group called to the front of the church! What a
wonderful Children’s ministry we are blessed with at TCC!

Please help us meet our goal. Please write “Revitalization” on
your check, or contribute through our website and choose the
fund “Revitalization”. Please note this is in addition to your
normal pledge, and is fully tax deductible if you itemize your
taxes. Revitalization is so important to our church; I can’t
emphasize it enough. Help keep our exciting and vibrant
church programs alive!!

Thank you to everyone who came out to our children’s Sunday
service on June 10th. The church service led by our Sunday
school children was delightful and our Church picnic which
followed was a huge success! With over 50 people gathering
on the back lawn we ate through 50 burgers, 50 hot dogs, pasta
and potato salads, fruit, veggies, cookies, cakes, and of course,
ice cream sundaes! The kids enjoyed the bouncy house
provided by the Shepherd family, jewelry making with Pilar,
and face painting! The adults enjoyed fellowship time,
beautiful weather and being surrounded by happy children! A
huge thank you to Chris Genoter and Jason Goyette for
grilling the food!!! All in all, it was a wonderful day and we
always look forward to this annual event, so thank you to
everyone who joined us and also to everyone
who worked hard to make it
happen!

Examples of some events and activities that Revitalization has
funded this year
include:
•
•
•
•
•

Sunday School
Registration and Rally
Sunday:

Regifting event
in January
Confirmation
retreat in March
Karaoke night
for the kids
The Bridge
Initiative
Other activities
are planned!

Thank you!

Sunday, September 9, 2018 Please join us at 9:15 am in fellowship hall for an ALL
CHURCH WELCOME BREAKFAST to start off our Sunday
School Season! Please bring a breakfast dish to share if you
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Agapé Handbell Choir

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS

While you are enjoying the summer, consider
the possibility of joining the Agapé Handbell
Choir in the fall – new members are always welcome! If you
are interested or have any questions, please call Wanda
Wilson at 597-6803.

Connecticut, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island Conferences vote to go
forward Together, As One

– OR –

By Tiffany Vail
Associate Conference Minister for Communications
Consider joining the senior choir in
September. We meet for an hour
and a half on Wednesday nights and for a little while before
worship on Sunday mornings. It’s a whole lot of fun and very
rewarding, spiritually. Give it a try!

The Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island
conferences of the United Church of Christ made history
Saturday, voting overwhelmingly to form a new unified
Conference in which they will not only do ministry together,
but to which they will invite other religious and secular
organizations to join.
In separate plenary sessions held at their second joint Annual
Meeting, the three conferences voted to approve a covenant
agreement and new set of bylaws establishing the new
conference, and they elected a new united Board of Directors.
“UCC History was made today,” said the Rev. John Dorhauer,
UCC general minister and president. “Signaling to the wider
church that we can accomplish more together than apart, that
we live in an interdependent world in which we all need each
other, and looking to maximize the use of precious mission
resources, delegates to this tri-conference annual meeting
voted to carve out a new pathway for what we hope will be
new life, new vitality, and new relevance.”

5-Debby Coalter and Rosie
Snaith; 6-Glenda Profit and
Wanda Wilson; 8-Kim Emerson;
9-Laura Gustafson; 22-Joan
Bullard; 24-Gary Hatch and
Benjamin Hersey; 25-Megan
Bruns and Chris Genoter;
26-Kristina Wilson; 28-Holly Lyn
Beauchesne; 31- Carole Gustafson

To read the full article, go to this web site:
https://www.macucc.org/newsdetail/connecticut-massachus
etts-and-rhode-island-conferences-vote-to-go-forward-toget
her-as-one-11500172
Reprinted with permission from the Massachusetts Conference, UCC,
macucc.org

2-Amanda Rochette; 3-Alan
Beauchesne ; 4-Charlie Duckett;
7-Tammy Blackburn; 8-Bruce
Beauchesne and Michael Cloutier;
11-Lyn Bennett; 12-Shannon
Howard; 13-Cheryl Simoneau;
15-Summer Goyette; 23-Grant
Swenor; 26-Cathy Hill and Robert
Nicoll; 28-Ryan Benson

Get an Early Start on Holiday
Fair Preparations!
Our annual Holiday Fair is scheduled for the
Saturday before Thanksgiving, November 17,
2018. Summertime is a great season to work
on craft projects and clean out closets
while looking for treasures.
The Regifting Table includes both
new and very lightly used items that do
not fit in your current lifestyle but would be
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perfect for another. Please take a look around your house this
summer to see if you have anything like this tucked away. And
– if you, or someone else, likes to create handcrafted items,
these would be perfect for TCC’s Craft Table. We had a larger
selection last year and it looked varied and enticing. We will
be having craft nights again in the fall and many of you like to
offer items that you have made on your own. Thank you for all
your creativity!

We offer prayers of praise and hope for the Class of 2018 that
graduated on 6/1, this class included Juliana Capone who we
have not seen in a long time and miss. Paul Martineau offers
prayers of thanksgiving for having Lisa in his life. We
celebrate the marriage of Jennifer Davidson and Carole Climo
on 6/2; we wish them many happy years together. We give
thanks for the beautiful weather we had for our Sunday School
picnic. We also give thanks for a grandson who is recovering
well after a very bad accident. Megan Bruns gives thanks for
a very successful dance recital. We also give thanks for Naomi
Carney’s beautiful violin performance on 6/10. We offer
prayers of praise for all our wonderful children, and for what
they each bring into this world. We offer prayers of praise for
having Jack Bruns (Emily’s dad) with us in June, fully
recovered from his cancer treatments and singing with the
choir. Kyra Genoter gives thanks for the opportunity of
participating in the Gardner Relay for Life event this year. We
give thanks for having Beth Klein in worship with us on 6/17.
We celebrate the decision to join as one the MA, RI and CT
Conferences; this will be finalized by January 2020. Cathy
Hill gives thanks that she had many years to get to know her
mother-in-law, June, who treated her as a daughter from the
very beginning; June passed away recently at the age of 96
years. After 10 months of recovery and rehabilitation from his
knee surgery, Tad Rochette has returned to full duty as a
Townsend Police Officer; we celebrate his return to work, but
also pray for his continued well-being and safety. Jane M
gives thanks for being able to attend a class reunion and visit
with people she hasn’t seen in 60 years. We join with Kathy
Duckett as she rejoices in spending a weekend with her very
good friend, Toni, who is doing very well since her recent
spiritual awakening.

Some other things you can do to get an early start on our
festive Holiday Fair are:

i Think up a fun theme and start collecting interesting
things for the Basket Raffle;

i Save your nice spare baskets for the greens arrangements;
collect pine cones if you want to work with those, look
online for creative ideas.
We will have apple pie night in the fall but could use a
coordinator to ask for donations and workers in advance. I will
ask for apples from our generous local orchards. It’s a fun
night of work and play; we usually have many helpers but
advance prep helps a lot.
Thank you to all,
June Cloutier

Wedding Anniversaries:
Paul and Heather Nixon, 10 years on July 26
Lee and Kathy Duckett, 30 years on August 6
Charlie and Rebecca Hersey, 28 years on August 11

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for, and continue to pray for a good outcome
from the talks between North and South Korea; may our
enemies become our friends. We give thanks for the safe
return of Josh and Thamy Holt after 2 years imprisonment in
Venezuela. We give thanks that Kathy Duckett’s heart stent
procedure went smoothly and that she is feeling much better.
We celebrate with Heather Nixon on the successful sale of her
old house. We offer prayers of praise for the youth in the
HBMS band; they participated in a competition in PA and
came away with 3 first-place trophies and best overall band.

OUR CONCERNS:
We offer prayers of comfort for Lee McTighe whose
childhood friend, Bruce, recently passed away after a long
battle with Parkinson's disease; his wife had passed away a
short time before him. We pray for the integrity of our
government, and for the vigilance of the people. We pray for
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cousins of the Urato family who are being placed into foster
homes. We pray for the safety of Brian and Christina and
family (friends of the Bruns family) as they journey to Brazil
for work. We offer heartfelt prayers for all those who are
controlled by dangerous addictions, and we pray for those who
love and care for them as best they can. We pray for a friend
of Kathy Perkins who is in the midst of difficult times and
may end up living in a shelter. As the Seniors of the Parkland
school graduate, we pray for those students who were victims
of the shooting and were sorely missed during the ceremonies.
We pray for Joan, a friend of Louise Coalter, who is adjusting
to having to live in a nursing home. We have had several
people pass away who were friends and extended family – we
offer prayers of comfort and consolation for the family and
friends of these loved ones: a cousin of Paul Martineau who
was very young; Cookie Klahre passed away on 6/6, she was
a long-time friend of the Bennett family; a friend of Kathy
Perkins; a friend of Lee McTighe who passed away after a
battle with breast cancer; Kevin, a friend of Ed C, who died
from injuries after falling off a roof; and June, Cathy Hill’s
mother-in-law. We pray for the Safety of Charlie Duckett as
he works overnight and travels home in the early morning
hours. We pray for the Urato family who are missing a
beloved aunt. We offer prayers of comfort for the daughter of
a friend of Karen Baer who lost her baby in the fifth month of
pregnancy. We pray for Carole Gustafson's brother who is
being treated for leukemia and trying to find a good place to
care for his wife who has Alzheimer’s. We keep Ray C in our
prayers as he goes through the process of learning to drive and
attaining his driver’s license. We pray for a friend of Lee
McTighe, Angelo, who safely escaped the path of lava flow in
Hawaii, thanks be to God, but is now homeless, along with so
many others. We keep Karen Hachey’s 22 year-old son in our
prayers; he has been declared cancer free, but this is his
second round with cancer and we pray that this time his
cancer-free condition persists. We pray that Heather Nixon’s
step daughter gets the support and care she needs to overcome
her circumstances. We offer prayers of reconciliation for
Kathy Perkins as she attempts to heal a broken friendship. We
offer prayers of comfort for the family and friends of
Raymond Fort, who passed away on June 2; Raymond was
known by many through his years spent as an employee of the
Townsend House restaurant.

after surgery; for Michele Merenda who has been
experiencing failing health and is unable to eat - she has been
admitted to UMass General for care and testing; and for
Louise Coalter’s sister-in-law, Jeanette, who is also
experiencing failing health and is having trouble breathing.
OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all those in our
immediate and extended families who are in the midst of
battling cancer, and for all those who care for and support
them. Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Bill, who is the
husband of Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins; Karen
Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma;
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s
mother, colon cancer; Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor
Mark; Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee Peroni’s sister-in-law), brain
cancer; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s
friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Joe, a
young friend of Carole Gustafson, skin cancer; Charlie
Hersey’s Dad, Fred; Steve Ciccolini (Carol's husband), liver
cancer; Sarah (friend of Steve Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy
Miller’s mother-in-law, breast cancer; Barbara Goodwin’s
son, Tyler, non-Hodgkin lymphoma.

COMMUNITY NEWS

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for a friend of Priscilla Buck; for
Sami Miller’s dance coach who is recovering from surgery,
and for a friend of Sami’s who is having trouble with their
eyes; for Beth Klein as she recovers from the surgery to
remove the cancerous tumor in her eye, and the radiation
treatment that follows; for Ryan Benson’s grandfather (on
father’s side) whose cancer has returned; for Elaine
D’Angelillo-may her doctors find what is ailing her; for a
neighbor of Chris Clish who had emergency surgery on 6/8;
for a good friend of Kyra’s who is recovering in the hospital

“The Wall That Heals”
For those who are unable to make the journey to the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Wall in Washington, DC, they will have
the opportunity of seeing a replica of the Wall at Fitchburg’s
Crocker Field on Broad Street this summer. This massive
three-quarter scale replica will be on display around the clock
from Thursday, July 12 through Sunday, July 15. Fitchburg is
one of only two Massachusetts communities chosen to display
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this new wall which spans 375 feet in length and 7½ feet high
at its tallest point. Visitors will be able to do name rubbings of
individual service member’s names. When Cathy Parsons
brought this information to me, she shared her experience of
when the original, smaller replica came to this area and how
emotionally moving the experience of receiving a rubbing had
been for her.

Eighth Annual Chamber
Music Recital
Townsend Congregational Church
Saturday, August 11 at 7 pm

Submitted by Cathy Hill

While there will not be a summer chamber concert in
the spirit of the past few years, there will be a
smaller-scale clarinet chamber concert at the
Townsend Congregational Church at 7 pm on
Saturday, August 11. Performers include Joe Clark,
Jason Bielik (director of bands at NMRHS), Tom
Souza (director of the Townsend Military Band),
Mitchell Sugar, and Tim Coffey. The program will
include works by Uhl, Mendelssohn, Crusell, and
more.

Thursday Night Band Concerts
The Townsend Military Band
opened its 2018 Thursday evening
concert series on the Townsend
Common on June 7. Weather
permitting, the band will play a
concert from the bandstand on the
Common each Thursday between
7:30 and 9:30 pm, through at least
August 9. The Townsend Military
Band is managed by Betty Mae
Tenney of Townsend and is
conducted by Thomas Souza of
Chelmsford. Mr. Souza is the head
of the Music Department in the Nashua Public Schools, the
Director of the Brandeis University Wind Ensemble, and the
Band Director at the Fairgrounds Middle School in Nashua.
Lawn parties, hosted by local organizations which feature
food, activities for children, and other assorted tables, are held
in conjunction with these concerts. Area residents of all ages
are encouraged to attend these concerts which are funded by
the town.

This recital is free and open to the public, and a
chance to bring students from Townsend, Ashby,
Pepperell and other towns together to create and
share music. We hope to see you there.

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 x1411 during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5)
and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental health
professional, or an advanced level graduate student, who will
discuss the situation with you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings.

Townsend Ecumenical Outreach

This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at
msppinterface.org

Our mission is to provide emergency and temporary assistance
to Townsend residents in need of a helping hand. Please
donate food and papergoods (toilet paper/paper towels).
There is a basket at the back of the sanctuary and a container
in the hallway between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.

Submitted by Pam Snaith

Number of households being served: For April: 61 households
(122 people) participated in the food distribution (26% kids,
55% adults, 19% seniors). For May: 67 households (136
people) were eligible for food distribution.
Phone: 978-597-2209 Email: TEO2@comcast.net
Web: townsendecumenicaloutreach.org
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Videotape Tote Bags?
Recently the Lawrence Library hosted
the Social Catalysts Foundation for an
informational workshop and weaving
program. They were so pleased with
this program they had to share with
the following comment: “The program
included a PowerPoint presentation on
how the foundation was started as well
as a fabric weaving and sewing
demonstration. The foundation creates
beautiful recycled videotape tote bags
and accessories in order to provide job
opportunities for individuals with
disabilities and to reduce land waste.
It's a unique, multi-faceted program
which supports both social and
environmental causes, and the
handcrafted products are beautiful!
There is an Etsy link on the website to
check out their products.” Their
website is www.socialcatalysts.org if
you want to take a peek for yourself.
Cathy Hill

Remember to check the
members-only portion of
the TCC website for
updated reports.

LECTIONARY, JULY 2018
July 1 - 6th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
1:1, 17-27; Psalm 130
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Wisdom of Solomon 1:13-15,
2:23-24 or Lamentations
3:22-33 ; Psalm 30
Second reading: 2 Corinthians
8:7-15
Gospel: Mark 5:21-43
July 8 - 7th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
5:1-5, 9-10 ; Psalm 48
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Ezekiel 2:1-5 ; Psalm 123

Second reading: 2 Corinthians
12:2-10
Gospel: Mark 6:1-13
July 15 - 8th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
6:1-5, 12b-19 ; Psalm 24
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Amos 7:7-15 ; Psalm 85:8-13
Second reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Gospel: Mark 6:14-29
July 22 - 9th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
7:1-14a ; Psalm 89:20-37
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Jeremiah 23:1-6 ; Psalm 23
Second reading: Ephesians
2:11-22
Gospel: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
July 29 -10th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
11:1-15 ; Psalm 14
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
2 Kings 4:42-44 ; Psalm
145:10-18
Second reading: Ephesians
3:14-21
Gospel: John 6:1-21
LECTIONARY, AUGUST 2018
Aug. 5 - 11th Sun. after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
11:26 - 12:13a ; Psalm 51:1-12
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15 ; Psalm
78:23-29
Second reading: Ephesians 4:1-16
Gospel: John 6:24-35
Aug. 12 - 12th Sun. after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Samuel
18:5-9, 15, 31-33 ; Psalm 130
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
1 Kings 19:4-8 ; Psalm 34:1-8
Second reading: Ephesians
4:25-5:2
Gospel: John 6:35, 41-51
Aug. 19 - 13th Sun. after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings
2:10-12; 3:3-14 ; Psalm 111

-9-

Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Proverbs 9:1-6 ; Psalm
34:9-14
Second reading: Ephesians
5:15-20
Gospel: John 6:51-58
Aug. 26 - 14th Sun. after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Kings
8:(1,6,10-11), 22-30, 41-43 ;
Psalm 84
Alternate First reading and Psalm:
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 ; Psalm
34:15-22
Second reading: Ephesians
6:10-20
Gospel: John 6:56-69

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Worship at 9:30 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

