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Ash Wednesday:
February 14 at 7 pm
What better way to end Valentine’s Day
than to come and be bathed in God’s love
for us? Come to Ash Wednesday Services
at TCC starting at 7 pm. Ashes are
imposed for those who seek a sacramental
experience (an outward sign of their
inward faith), and it will be a time of quiet
reflection, prayer, hymnody, and
contemplation, lead by Pastor Skip.

The community dinner at TCC will take
place on Wednesday, February 21 from 5
to 6:30 pm. It will be a pot roast dinner.
Please contact Wanda Wilson,
978-597-6803, if you would like to donate
food or your time to it.

Do all the good you can,
By all the means you can,
In all the ways you can,
In all the places you can,
At all times you can,
To all people you can,
As long as ever you can.
~ John Wesley

Lent, then, is the opportunity for us to retreat from our worldly
longings and pleasures and to prepare our hearts to once and
for all bask in the glow of God’s grace for each of us. Because
God loved us first, we are able to love. Our love,
God-centered, allows us to give up anything and everything to
focus our full hearts, minds, bodies, and spirits on GIVING
love to others. Which, if we stick with it, will give us love in
return. I’ve experienced that many times in my life, and again
as I recover from my injuries. Love given is love returned. So
this Lenten season, rather than give up something, let’s try
changing the perspective, or as Richard Rohr says, the starting
point. For this lent, let’s honestly examine our lives in light of
God’s Word; start an examination of conscience by praying
Psalm 139, verse 23-24: “Search me, O God, and know my
heart; test me and know my thoughts. See if there is any
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” And
see what comes back. Lent, and faith, is not a destination, it’s
a journey. Journey with me this Lent in knowing that we can
be whole, right here, right now, with not giving up our tiny
baubles and wants, but seeking with our true selves God’s love
that is already present.

According to Mark

What do we need for our lives,
and where can we find it?
Too often we are fooled into focusing on the wrong things.
Our business leaders might say that we need better trained
workers located wherever they decide their businesses are
needed. Our military leaders might say that we need a
well-prepared fighting force to respond wherever they decide
that their armies, navies, or air forces are needed. Our current
political leaders might say that we need to pass this law or
that, extending new rights to a privileged few when protection
from discrimination for the many are needed.
And we fool ourselves that we can find a needy worldly
solution for our needful Spiritual longings.

Pastor Mark

The Christmas Season we just passed was like that; we give
gifts to one another that are anticipated and maybe expected,
and by this time, the magic of that worldly fulfillment has
worn down and we want something else to make us feel
whole. But as we think that way, we are thinking wrongly. For
what we need is already amongst us, already within us. We
just don’t know it. Which is why we need Lent.
Lent is a time when Christians separate from the world; when
we find out our faith is not just a feel-good, self-help religion
but one that answers the deepest questions of life and eternity.
We focus on why God took human form and came to be with
us. Why? Here’s what one of my favorite mystics, Richard
Rohr, has to say on that question:
Jesus was meant to be a game-changer for the human
psyche and for religion itself. But when we begin
negatively, or focused on a problem, we never get off the
hamster wheel of shame, separation, and violence. Rather
than focusing on sin, Jesus - “the crucified One” - pointed
us toward a primal solidarity with the very suffering of
God and thus of all creation. This changes everything.
Change the starting point, and you change the trajectory,
and even the final goal! Love is the beginning, the way
itself, and the final consummation.

Handbell Choirs

We have an opportunity to focus on God’s love for us, even as
we screw up the planet given us, the creatures who inhabit it
(including us!), and our relationships at every level. Perhaps
that’s because we don’t feel love for one another the way God
loved us. Perpetually. Unconditionally. Everlastingly.

The Spring session for both the
handbell choirs will begin on Wednesday, February 28. Held
in the sanctuary, the beginners choir will practice at 5:30 pm
and the Agapé choir will practice at 6:30 pm. If you are
interested in either group, or have any questions, please call
Wanda Wilson at 597-6803.
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teachers and shepherds, so please consider signing up to help
for one week in February or March!

Revitalization Update
by Jennifer Davidson

I would like to take a moment to thank everyone for
supporting our 6th annual LIVE NATIVITY!!! Our originally
scheduled date was snowed out, but we were able to have this
fun event on the following Sunday before worship, so many
thanks to everyone who helped! Special thanks to the
following people:

The 2017 revenue numbers are in! As you all know, we started
a TCC Revitalization project a few years ago, committing to
growing and expanding our programs for the congregation and
the community. We started 2017 with $8,637, collected a total
of $12,507 and spent $14,280 during the year, leaving us
$6,864 for 2018 and future years. We need a total of $28,300
for 2018 (as approved in the 2018 budget), so we are already
24% toward our 2018 goal for Revitalization fund-raising!!
Please help us collect the $1,800 per month that we need to
meet our goal. Note that through January 10, 2018 we have
collected $133 toward revitalization.

 Construction crew: Thank you, Jason and Trenton
Goyette, Ed and Ray Cutler, Ken Bruns and Lee Duckett!
 Sound system: Thank you Steve Cloutier!
 Hay: Thank you to Bill King of Townsend for providing
us with Hay for our Nativity, free of charge.

Please write “Revitalization” on your check, or contribute
through our website and choose the fund “Revitalization.”
Please note this is in addition to your
normal pledge, and is fully
tax deductible if you
itemize your taxes.
Revitalization is so
important to our church; I
can’t emphasize it
enough. Help keep our
exciting and vibrant
church programs
alive!!

 Photography and newspaper submission: Thank you June
Cloutier!
 To all of the parents who assisted with costumes and
getting the children ready to transition to church in the
sanctuary following the Nativity, THANK YOU!!!
With much gratitude,
Sarah Goyette
Superintendent of Sunday School

Thank you!

What is going on
in Sunday
School?
The end of 2017 was filled
w i t h ma n y w o n d e r f u l
happenings in our Sunday
school, with the children
singing in church weekly for
the Advent candle lighting and our outdoor Live Nativity!
With the start of a New Year, we are working on the Bridge
Curriculum in all our Sunday school classes. We always need

Looking for a new way to help TCC?
Consider taking charge of our April supper!
There are many people who would be
willing to guide you through the steps.
Please leave a message with John Mims in the
church office if you would like to speak with
someone about this.
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Arctic followed up by some correlating creative art projects
that included polar bears and penguins! In the Preschool/PreK
classroom we built an igloo in our Dramatic Play Center out
of water and rinsed out milk jugs - the children have been
having a blast playing in there! The Toddler class finished up
the month with a focus on Bears & Teddy Bears, while the
Preschool/PreK class focused on the literature and beautiful
artwork of author Jan Brett. February will find us celebrating
Valentines Day and Dental Health Month, and we will also
have a week of silliness with “Crazy Theme” week!!

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal
operating budget. Simply make a
donation on (or around) your
birthday in the amount of your age
(Memo: Birthday Fund)! If
everyone participates, this will add
up to a significant amount. Please
participate and watch our gifts
grow!

Believe or not, it is time for us to start preparing for the
2018-2019 school year! Our In-House Registration for those
families currently in our programs, began on January 29 and
will run through February 23. At that point our registration is
open to families in the Congregation, and it will then be open
to the general public on March 1. If any of you are interested
in registering or getting further information, please do not
hesitate to call or email me at 978-597-0834 or
vccc@tccucc.org. If you may know of anyone outside the
Congregation who may be looking for an early learning
program/childcare, please do pass on my contact information
to them.
Sophia’s Pizzeria continues to support our “Pizza Tuesday”
fund-raiser by donating their delicious pizza to the children for
a special lunchtime treat. They always very generously send
enough so that the staff can have a special lunch as well. We
most appreciate their kindness and generosity. Please help us
thank them by giving them your business.
From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors and myself,
we wish you all a healthy & happy February! and Happy
Valentine’s Day!!

Hello TCC Friends!!
Happy February from VCCC!!

Carol Ciccolini, VCCC Director

We hope everyone has been making it through the weather
challenges Mother Nature has been putting us through this
winter. Many thanks to the Church member who shoveled our
walkways until we got our new snow shoveler, we most
appreciated your efforts.

BEYOND
OUR WALLS

Our curriculum during the month of January had the children
in all classrooms focusing on the season of Winter, brrrrr!!
There were lots of activities that centered on snow, snowmen,
ice, winter clothing and hibernation. It was too cold many days
for the children to play outside, so we brought snow in and
filled the sensory tables, adding small shovels and pails for
them to fill and dump, and of course, mittens! We did have a
couple of days where the temps were above 32 degrees which
allowed the children some fun out on the playground with
snow shovels and sleds. They all came back inside with smiles
and rosy cheeks ready for hot chocolate! We also included the
Arctic and Arctic animals in our Winter theme. The children
enjoyed lots of great stories about the animals who live in the

Messages from Lamontville
June Cloutier, Correspondent
Flo and the Sunday School children (and the care center where
she works) had a holiday break and are now back in session.
(Their Christmas time can sometimes be a few weeks and it is
also a bit of summertime break there!) Flo had time with her
sons and their families and was happy to have them visit. Our
Sunday School package with letters, photos and bead
decorations from our students arrived in December and that
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was good news. It traveled faster than our last package and Flo
said the church school students would love them when they
got back and that their students will write back. Thank you to
Mrs. Goyette and all the teachers who worked on this project
to keep our Lamontville connection!

Note that Medicare premiums for 2020 are based on your 2018
tax return. The more income you have, the more your
Medicare premiums will be (assuming your income exceeds
the baseline thresholds of $85,000 single and $170,000
married filing joint). Reducing your income in some cases can
decrease your Medicare premiums substantially.
As with any IRS rules, the rules surrounding this are complex.
If you are interested in further information, please contact
Jennifer Davidson at jen@milestonefinancialplanning.com.

1-Clifford LaCount; 11-Paul
Martineau; 13-Tad Rochette;
14-Isabella Culotta and Olivia
Hunt; 15-Rachel Vincent;
19-Heather Nixon; 20-Alice
Struthers; 21-Joshua Gruber;
22-Esme Boris; 25-Charles
Hersey, Linda Ireland and Cindy
Miller

OUR BLESSINGS:
Brad Bauer gives thanks for the
opportunity of leading us in worship
for Christmas Eve. We give thanks for having family with us
for the Christmas celebration. We are very thankful for our
Live Nativity event this year, and for June getting photos into
the newspaper. We join with Sami in giving thanks that she is
almost fully recovered from her Achilles heal injury. We give
thanks for all those who joined Lee McTighe for caroling, and
for the unexpected monetary gift received by the church that
day. Jennifer Davidson is thankful for the opportunity to visit
with her brother in CA. We give thanks for having the
Ducketts’ friend, George Gagliardi, with us again for our
Christmas celebration. We give thanks that Brydon is
recovering well after her foot surgery. The Genoter family is
thankful for their fun vacation and for the opportunity to visit
with extended family. We celebrate with close friends of Lyn
Bennett, who are having a baby after they had thought this
could not happen for them. Kathy Duckett gives thanks that
her current work contract is being expanded to include more
hours. We are very thankful for the Shepherd family who
volunteer their time and resources to keep our driveway clear
whenever it snows. We join with Carole Gustafson in
celebrating the safe delivery of her friend Bethany’s baby on
12/31. Cathy Hill gives thanks for the safe delivery of her
daughter Kim’s fifth baby on January 11; Juliana Althea-June
Wojcuilewicz. Melissa Genoter is thankful that she was able
to offer helpful assistance to someone in need during a district
concert. Kyra Genoter gives thanks for a recent school band
concert. Bailey Mulrenan gives thanks for a really good
Sunday school class. The D’Angelillo family give thanks for
the very tasty chili dinner put on by the Lee family (one of the
items from the auction last May). We offer prayers of praise
for Heather Mulrenan and all that she has done to create and
promote the Bridge Initiative in our church. We give thanks
that our local TEO food distribution program continues to be
supported.

Age 70½ or Older? Make your IRA
Donate Direct
Once you hit age 70½, you are required to be taxed on a
portion of your IRA each year. You can avoid this by
transferring money directly from the IRA to TCC (or another
charity). If your required minimum distribution (RMD) from
your IRA is $20,000, for example, and you transfer it directly
to a charity (such as TCC), you do not have to report the
distribution as income.
If you are in a low tax bracket and are collecting Social
Security, diverting your RMD to charity can reduce your tax
rate substantially, as part of your Social Security income may
no longer be taxable.

-5-

for Pastor Mark as he continues on his slow journey to
recovery; for Sue Callahan (Lee McTighe’s friend) who is
recovering from a hip replacement; for Cathy Perkins who is
recovering from surgery on 1/15; for Pam’s brother, Bob, who
is dealing with multiple health problems; for David Ryder who
is recovering from injuries incurred in a fall; and for all those
suffering with seasonal illnesses.

Corey Martineau passes on his sincere thanks for
all the cards and letters he has received while
away at college. The connection with his TCC
friends is priceless to him.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
OUR CONCERNS:

We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Bill, who
is the husband of Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins;
Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell
lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma;
Lyn Bennett’s mother, colon cancer; Mary Lou, a close friend
of Pastor Mark; Louise Coalter’s friend, Sherrie, lung cancer;
Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee Peroni’s sister-in-law), brain
cancer; Carol Clark; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy
Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s
mother; Joe, a young friend of Carole Gustafson, skin cancer;
Charlie Hersey's Dad, Fred; Steve Ciccolini (Carol’s husband),
liver cancer; Sarah (friend of Steve Cloutier), brain cancer;
Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law, breast cancer; Brian Cormier's
dad, who has been diagnosed with stage 1 prostate cancer; Lyn
Bennett’s friend, Cookie Klahre, leukemia.

We offer prayers of consolation for
Brad and Tina on the recent passing
of their beloved kitty, Brewster. We
pray for Heather Nixon and her
extended family as they long for an
end to the estrangement of her step-daughter. We keep Brad
and Tina Bauer in our prayers as they travel through early
February. We pray for Cathy Hill’s mother-in-law, June, who
had another short stay in the hospital over the holidays. We
continue to pray that all those who seek shelter, find what they
need. We pray for Naomi’s friend, Aviva. We offer prayers for
the family and friends of Glen Smith Snr, who passed away
recently. We keep the Duckett family in our prayers as Lee
and Max continue their search for full time work, and Kathy
grieves for the recent passing of her friend, Lowell Everson.
We offer prayers for Bailey’s friend, Amanda, who is being
bullied, and is experiencing learning difficulties. We offer
prayers of comfort for the family and friends of Ernest R.
“Ernie” Duteau, who passed away on January 6 after a battle
with cancer. We also offer prayers of comfort for the Bavoso
family in NY after the unexpected death of their 44-year-old
daughter – Emily Bruns is a friend to both the Duteau and
Bavoso families. We keep Cheryl Simoneau and her extended
family in our prayers as they mourn the passing of her mother.
We also offer prayers of consolation for the family and friends
of Cathy Beauchemin (a friend of Gretchen’s) who passed
away on January 11 after a battle with cancer. We keep the
people of Fitchburg in our prayers as they struggle to find
solutions to facility issues in multiple school buildings. We
offer prayers of strength for Kathy Duckett’s friend, Toni,
who is dealing with family conflicts in the aftermath of her
father’s death. We pray for our government on all levels; that
the officials may find a sense of
cooperation in their dealings with
each other.

Blessed be the gifts you never notice, your
health, eyes to behold the world, thoughts to
countenance the unknown, memory to
harvest vanished days, your heart to feel the
world’s waves, your breath to breathe the
nourishment of distance made intimate by
earth. May dawn find you awake and alert,
approaching your new day with dreams,
possibilities and promises; May evening find
you gracious and fulfilled; May you go into
the night blessed, sheltered and protected;
May your soul calm, console and renew you.
And may you experience each day as a
sacred gift woven around the heart of
wonder.
~ John O’Donohue

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for Olivia,
a friend of Bailey’s, who has been
having bad headaches for a while;
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LECTIONARY, FEBRUARY 2018

COMMUNITY NEWS

February 4, 2018 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 40:21-31
Psalm: Psalm 147:1-11, 20c
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39

Read Across Asia and India!
Come to the Townsend Public Library for the “Read Across
Asia and India” Winter Reading program 2018.
This program runs until April 3, 2018 - once you’re
registered, each qualifying book you read earns you one
ticket to put toward various Asian/Indian-based prizes in our
raffle.

February 11, 2018 - Transfiguration Sunday
First reading: 2 Kings 2:1-12
Psalm: Psalm 50:1-6
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Gospel: Mark 9:2-9

Qualifying books include any that
are written by an Asian/Indian
author, or are about Asia or India.

February 18, 2018 - First Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 9:8-17
Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10
Second reading: 1 Peter 3:18-22
Gospel: Mark 1:9-15

Open to all ages.
Stop by the library anytime they’re
open or register online at
www.townsendlibrary.org

February 25, 2018 - Second Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
Psalm: Psalm 22:23-31
Second reading: Romans 4:13-25
Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 or Mark 9:2-9
Sunday

Monday

(Library hours: Tues., Wed. & Thurs.
10am - 9pm; Fri. 10am - 5pm; Sat. 10am - 2pm; Sundays until
March 25, 1-5pm)

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

February 2018
TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

4 Worship/SS

5

6

COMMUNION

1

Saturday

2

3
8am Saturday
work team

7

8

9

10
Red Cross
blood
drive

7:30pm Snr Choir

11 Worship/SS 12

13

20

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

25 Worship/SS 26

15

16

17

22

23

24

7pm Ash
Wednesday Svc
7:45pm Snr Choir

6:30pm Council

18 Worship/SS 19

14

21
5pm Comm. Supp.
7:30pm Snr Choir

27

28
5:30pm Beginner
Handbells
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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TURKEY SUPPER
5-6:30 PM

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

