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TREE LIGHTING, MUSIC
PROGRAM & HOBO STEW
- DECEMBER 3 AT 4:30 PM
The event will begin on the Common
with the Girl Scouts singing at 4:30
pm, and the lighting ceremony will
begin at 5 pm. After these outdoor
events, the celebration will continue with

a musical celebration at the New
Beginnings Methodist Church. The
celebration will culminate with a Hobo
Stew. This is a wonderful way to get your
family involved in the Christmas spirit.
Please note that the event is at the
Methodist Church this year as we have
swapped our hosting years with them due
to Pastor Mark being unavailable this
year. We will be hosting in 2018.

ADVENT
WREATH WORKSHOP DECEMBER 3
All are welcome in Fellowship Hall at 9
am for our annual Advent Wreath
Workshop. For those of you who cannot
make it before worship, we are still
offering a workshop after
worship. Because supplies must
be purchased for these wreaths,
there is a $15 fee and, if possible,
please let Sarah Goyette know
you will be participating. Don’t
let the supplies fee keep you away
if things are tight – see Sarah for
financial aid. We want
everyone in our church to
have their own Advent
wreath in their home if they
want one. This is about
faith and fellowship; if
you are interested, just
come and join
us!

According to Mark
. . . Pastor,
Interrupted
Most of you know by now that I
was involved in a motor vehicle
accident that has sidelined me for a
few months. But just because I’m not there in the pulpit,
doesn’t mean that I have stopped wondering what we can all
learn as we come into the Advent and Christmas season and
begin the new Church Year (and for those of you following
the lectionary at home, it’s Year B, focusing on the Gospel of
Mark as well as having more selections from the Gospel of
John than any other year).
Many of us have been through unexpected events in our lives.
When we’re laid off, it used to be that we received 2-4 weeks’
notice and some time to look for another position. In one
layoff of my corporate career, they gave me 3 hours notice on
a Friday, took my computer and escorted me and the others
out of the building as if we were criminals. Health events
don’t wait for a convenient time or place, they simply present
themselves at a time of THEIR choosing and we are left to
figure out how to rearrange our lives to accommodate them.
And people dear to us are stricken with tragedies in their lives
or their children’s lives that leave us reeling. Sometimes it just
doesn’t feel like “the most wonderful time of the year”
amongst our friends, neighbors, church-goers, and
acquaintances dealing with family breakups and divorce, loss
of a job, drug or alcohol addiction, and sickness or loss of a
loved one. So we are left to wonder how we go on; where do
we go from here? And where is God in all this?
Let’s return to our season. Advent. It is expectation about
Jesus’ coming into the world, in the most unlikeliest of places
(a cattle barn stall, or manger) under the most unlikeliest of
circumstances (born to a young woman who was already
pregnant when she married Joseph and had all kinds of trouble
with friends, family, and neighbors alike) and to the most
unlikeliest of people (a poor, probably illiterate carpenter and
a person of not just modest, but probably little means other
than providing for his new family week to week). And so what
that says to us is that because Jesus broke through the barriers
of class, income, race, social status, and education, God is
MOST likely to appear in the UNLIKELY circumstances, the
messiness, the tumbling and rushing waters of our baptism, the
place in our lives where we feel most abandoned.
I have found God in a variety of settings these past few weeks.
Such as the hospital chaplain who took the time to come down
to the ER and call friends and relatives to let them know I
would be OK. Or when I was in intractable pain and at MGH
one night and a nurse took time to sing “Soft Kitty” (a lullaby
the characters on “Big Bang Theory” all gain comfort from

when they are ailing) to me and made me not just smile, but
bust out laughing. Or the nurse’s aid who stopped what she
was doing to help feed me the soup and cut up the meal that
had come that first night at the hospital because my lips were
shredded beyond recognition and I could not easily swallow
liquids, nor use a straw because of my blood-filled sinuses and
broken nose. Or the kids who came out to help decorate our
house for the holidays because we could not. Or the time that
friends stopped by just because, with a dinner of meatballs and
manicotti when Kate and I were just at our exhausted end,
even though it was only early afternoon.
I love that I am loved. It is seen in the cards, emails, and phone
calls that would be visits and hugs if it weren’t for the distance
between me and thee. But I also know that there will be many
more moments where Christ comes from unexpected people,
places, and circumstances, and Advent for me is less about the
waiting and more about the NOTICING where Jesus already
is doing amazing work in the hearts of those who have ears
that can hear, and eyes that can see. So awaken, dear people,
to the wonder of what is already manifest and present. And
then celebrate those gifts richly and abundantly.

Pastor Mark

Revitalization Update
We are doing great things as we revitalize our church!
However, we have only collected $2,863.50 from the
congregation for Revitalization in 2017, through November
13. We need your donations! Please help us increase this tally
so we can continue to fund our ever-expanding Sunday school,
music program, community suppers and other activities.
A special thank you to Carole Gustafson for authorizing a
$1,000 transfer from the Gustafson Fund to Revitalization, and
to the Village Common Children’s Center for their $5,000
donation.
Please write “Revitalization” on your check, or contribute
through our
website and
choose the fund
“Revitalization.”
Thank you!
Jennifer Davidson

SNOW SHOVELER
NEEDED
The Church needs a person to
shovel and snow-blow snow from
the entrances to the Church. This
includes sidewalks and steps, and
the application of snow melt. The
entrance to the Children’s Center
needs to be clear by 6:30 am
Monday through Friday. On the
weekend, the entrances need to be
clear by 8 am. Shovels and snow
blower are on site. Candidates need
to have reliable transportation and references. Interested
candidates should contact the Church at 3 Brookline Street,
PO Box 487, Townsend, MA 01469, 978-597-8925 or by
email at secretary@tccucc.org.

Just a quick reminder that, if we are
in the midst (or aftermath) of a
winter storm and you’re not sure if
the church is open, there will be a
message left on the church’s
answering machine (if there is
power) and on the church’s web
site/Facebook. If the power is out in the center of town, then
the church will be closed.

Please Remember!
While you’re making your to-do lists for this
busy season, don’t forget to add in some time to
visit with our friend, Floyd. He misses his church
family and treasures every opportunity he has to
visit with us – even if it can only be a card with a
friendly message:
Floyd Truitt
Apple Valley Nursing Center
400 Groton Rd, Ayer MA 01432

Joy to the world, the LORD has come!
ADVENT EVENT SUMMARY
Advent starts the first Sunday in December this year.
Following is a quick summary of events is to help you prepare
for the season. Most of these have more detailed articles
elsewhere in this newsletter.

December 3 – Advent Wreath Workshop before and after
worship

December 3 – Tree lighting on the Common (4:30 pm)
December 9 – Living Nativity (4:30 pm) on the lawn
behind the church, followed by refreshments in Fellowship
Hall. Please let Meg Genoter know what you will bring to
share! Some suggestions are: crock-pot soups, bread, salad,
desserts, or fruit/cheese/veggie platters.

December 17 – Christmas Caroling (meet at front of
Church at 2 pm, or in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 for warm-ups)

December 21 – The Longest Night Service in the TCC
sanctuary (7 pm)

December 24 – Regular worship in the morning, and
Christmas Eve service at 10:45 pm for the candlelight service.
Note that there is no early
family service this year.

CAROLING!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 AT 2 PM!
Bring some Holiday Cheer to your Townsend neighbors
– and have a good time yourself!! Come gather together in
front of the church at 2 pm and be prepared to bring joy to the
hearts of several people. Song books, filled with many of your
favorite carols, are provided. This is a great family activity!
We don’t have specific plans at this point for gathering after
the caroling – if you have suggestions, please let Lee McTighe
or Cathy Hill know.
Warm-Up! – come a half hour early for a warming-up singa-long of your favorite carols. Lee McTighe will play the
piano for us and it will be just the thing to get us started.
If you have any questions, please call Lee McTighe
(978-790-5699) or Cathy Hill (978-337-0638).

Everyone is welcome!

THE SANTA
PROJECT
Organized by Monica Kleeman,
and with the help of TEO, the Santa
Project has been a source of joy for
many children and their families
over the years, as gifts are so
generously contributed by people
th r o u gh o u t t h e T o wn s e n d
community.
As in past years, a special display will be set up at the front of
the sanctuary after Thanksgiving. You will find envelopes
with the age and gender of children and inside you’ll find a
specific request for a gift. This is just a suggestion, you need
not purchase the exact gift suggested.
Gifts should be left at the church no later than December 10,
so they can be picked up and prepared for delivery. The
Townsend Public Library is also a drop-off location. Bless
you for your participation.

CHRISTMAS
BASKETS
Donations of non-perishable foods are
needed for Townsend Ecumenical
Outreach Christmas Baskets.
Please leave your offerings at the
back of the sanctuary on
Sunday, or in the church office
during the week. All offerings
will be collected by Sunday,
December 10.

Youth Group Road Trip to Pastor
Mark’s House!
The youth group took a road trip to NH to visit Pastor Mark
and to decorate his house for Christmas! Meg Genoter,
Heather Nixon and I accompanied 13 kids for a chilly, fun and
heartwarming afternoon. While the onslaught of teenagers
may have been a bit overwhelming,
many hands certainly made for light
work. There was much laughter and
fellowship as well as an eagerness
to hug our pastor and wish him
well. The lights around Mark and
Kate’s house may not be perfect,
but they were hung perfectly with
love.
With Gratitude,
Heather Mulrenan

Look to the end of this newsletter for a fullpage collage of photographs from this fun
excursion!

Testimony: What the Church
means to me
by Bailey Mulrenan
Whenever you’re asked to describe something, or how you
feel about, it words flow or come choppy. And take the
dictionary for example, you are given a noun per say and it
only means one thing period. But when you are describing a
place of joy and happiness, a place with multiple people that
believe in so much more than one thing to a word, or one
thing to a person. So, in my opinion it does not take one word
to describe this place of hospitality. The place that has always
been able to hold me when I start to fall, a place where regret
and a disregard for a person does not exist because you, we,
everyone here takes the extra step to help someone or
contribute something that we must learn as a community.
The world is out there big and broad waving its little flag of
guilt, but in the church to me it is a safe place to be free of
hard judgement.

3-Niles Busler; 5-Julianne Capone;
6-Michelle Enright; 7-Steve Cloutier;
11-Joseph Cloutier; 12-Justin Gay
and Kyra Genoter; 14-Cathy Parsons;
17-Donna Howard; 18-Jock Snaith;
20-Pam Snaith; 21-Carol Swenor;
23-Jillian Hersey; 25-David Butz

I’m sure that at points you and I have looked at the younger
ones and moaned. They can be crazy , but God has given a
precious gift to them, a personality and a spark.
I used to be one of those ‘crazy’ people. I used to get restless
in church and think to myself “when will it be over and when
can I have the snacks?!” I lacked the eagerness of
understanding of why I was in church. Its purpose in my heart.

One can’t understand if they cannot hear. So I continued this
little habit of mine until I was about eight or nine and finally
had an eagerness to do and learn more, to no longer go to
sermon dismissal and listen to what I came to hear. The
sermons and scripture readings are like silk and I feel as if I
absorb them and take them into consideration. A few times,
every now and then, I used to play church, and pretend that I
was preaching to stuffed animals, and normally it would be
about what I learned earlier that Sunday. Looking back it was
a little silly, but a meaningful action to my younger soul.
Wherever I turn, I see loving and caring people who never
give up at the sight of anything because they stand next to
God.
A very empowering thing for me, was when I was diagnosed
with type one diabetes. It was one of the most difficult
situations in my life and it almost didn’t even feel real.
Somehow, I kept my spirits up and looked for the positives in
the situation. I don’t know how I did it so willingly, part of
me thinks now that it was because of the church's prayers and
God’s grace that kept me going. I don’t think that I could ever
say this enough, Thank you, thank you for everything that you
have done with and for me. I don't normally enjoy talking
about myself, but I realized that I’m not talking about myself
I'm talking about you, all of you! I honestly think that I would
be a different person without this church. Many of my life
choices have been thought through in a way I may not think
without the church.
You have all nurtured me as I grow and continue to live and
pay it forward. You are a group of people, a diversity of hope
and love that I will cherish in my heart and never forget. Like
I said I can’t ever say this enough,

nights to make wonderful gifts for the TCC craft table, she
also organized the apple pie night, and worked with all the
area chairpersons to make sure we had all the elements we
needed for a successful day. We thank our TCC crafters; our
craft nights were fun and made a difference – our craft table
made a lot more this year. June says we will definitely do
them again next year!
So here I am, on behalf of June and myself, thanking all our
friends for their contributions of time, talent and resources as usual, too many to name individually. Those who stepped
forward to chair an area, however, I must take a minute to
thank by name: Wanda Wilson , Greens table; Gretchen
Churchville, Bistro; Beth Klein, Gift Basket Raffle;
Nancy Clough/Bill and Louise Coalter, Cash Raffle;
Jody Burnham, Books; Lee McTighe, Regifting;
Michelle Enright, TCC Crafts; Santa (whose secret identity
may not be revealed here); Karen Baer, Baked Goods;
Jennifer Davidson, Children’s Crafts; and Carole
Gustafson, Heifer International.
It’s hard to believe that it has been 9 years since Glenda
Homoliski stepped down as chairperson of our fair and I
stepped up and desperately tried to fill her shoes. It’s been an
exciting journey, but I can honestly say that I have been a
placeholder waiting for the next person with vision to come
along – it’s time for me to step down and make room for that
person. June would like to remain as co-chair, and I am more
than happy to assist, if asked. Wanda has already made our
awesome greens somewhat famous in the area, as well as our
many other quality offerings – one of the things we need the
most is to have much stronger publicity, and maybe even take
our fair in new directions.
This is your chance to shine! You have plenty of
people ready and willing to help, just look in your
heart and take the plunge into a new adventure!

Thank you.

Holiday Fair:
Talents
Abounding!
We did it again! Our
annual holiday fair was a
day filled with activity and
smiles. So many people
once again flooded through
our doors seeking those
special one-of-a-kind gifts.
It was definitely a
successful community
event, and we made
$5,381.65 to support the life and ministries of TCC.
I could not have done this without the seemingly tireless
efforts of my co-chair, June Cloutier, who organized craft

Thanks for 9 great years of working together to create
something special – and thanks be to God for all our brothers
and sisters in faith!
Cathy Hill

2017 GIFT BASKET
RAFFLE WINNERS
By Beth Klein
Thank you to everyone who
contributed and donated items for
the basket raffle. This year there
were 27 spectacular baskets filled with a variety of items
that were of interest to everyone. I am amazed how

everyone is willing to share their talents by contributing to
this part of the fair. Because of all who contributed, the
raffle baskets were a huge success.
Here is the list of all the people who won baskets.
Board Games, Joe Quigley; Fabric and Yarn, Sandy
Mace/Ed Cutler; All American Items, Giselle Leone;
Puzzles, Emily Raposa; Stuffed Animals, Cheryl Simoneau;
Cuddle Items, Lori Durno; Candle Delights, Brenda
Champagne; Popcorn/Movies, Kelly McTighe; Morning
Star Maple, Cheryl Valentine; Stonewall Kitchen, Kim
Massak; Dog Items, Bridgit Bolduc; Assorted Hand Made
Cards, Elaine D'Angelillo, Italian Dinner, Jim Hamel;
Cookie Christmas, Irene Congdon; Assorted Hand Made
Cards, Anna Schmitz; Assorted Hand Made Cards, Donna
Howard; Warm Items, Lorraine Misner; Assorted Games,
Susan Monsegur; Baby It's Cold Items, Renee Leone
Scates; French Items, Sarah Corey; Assorted Candles,
Sarah Corey; Sweet Shoppe, Liz Weston; Appetizers,
Louise Coulter; Poker, Kim Massak; Holiday Fun, Lynn
Barcomb; Christmas Basket, Meg Genoter; Sewing
Notions, Tracy Winslow.

The base of these poles are 1' x 2' concrete with an
appropriate sleeve to accept each 20' aluminum pole. The
poles are stored in the shed when not in use. A sealed plug is
placed in the base sleeve when the poles are removed.
Caution should be taken when attaching banners to the poles.
The banners should be free floating to prevent them from
becoming sails. Too much lateral pressure causes difficult
operation of the telescoping poles.
The church would like to thank all the folks that took part in
this effort.
Submitted by John D’Angelillo

Congratulations to all !!!

Hello TCC Friends!!
Happy December from VCCC!!

Church Flagpoles
Three removable flagpoles have been installed in front of the
church facing Brookline Street. These telescoping poles are
to be used to display the American flag (center pole) and
other appropriate flags and banners (outer 2 poles).
The reason for installing these poles is not just for displaying
flags, it is for eliminating the need to hang banners from the
columns. It was observed that the columns have seen wear
from the abrasion of supporting rope and straps.

Well our school year is rolling right along, full steam ahead!
Very hard to believe we’re moving into month four already!
Guess that old saying, “time flies when you’re having fun” is
definitely true as we are having FUN!! November found us
focusing on the themes of “Life on the Farm”, “The Harvest”,
“Colonial Days”, “Colors and Shapes”, and of course,
“Thanksgiving”! The Toddlers had so much fun splashing
around in colored water in the sensory table where they used
cups and funnels to practice scooping and pouring, bringing
new meaning to our motto - “Messy is Fun!!” Both the
Toddler and the Preschool/Pre-K classrooms had fun
exploring all aspects of the farm, especially painting with mud
by driving toy tractors through a paint tray of mud and driving
them all over paper to make cool designs! Cooking projects in
both classrooms again allowed the children to work on math
and science skills as they made homemade cornbread and
banana bread, YUM!! While learning about how people lived
in the early colonial days, the Preschool/PreK children tried
writing with feathers, and they really exercised their gross
motor muscles as they made their own butter - a lot of shaking
is needed to churn that cream!! Special art activities found the
children creating “Thankful” collages, pilgrim hats and native
American headbands.

To further impress upon the children the importance of family
and friends, one of the highlights of November was the
“Thanksgiving Feast” we had with the children and many
parents at lunch time! We read stories that emphasized family,
friendship, sharing and caring, and then all the children and
their parents donated something to contribute to the special
lunchtime meal they then shared. All the children had created
beautiful placemats that we used on the long tables we had set
up together, and many of them wore their pilgrim hats or
native American headbands to the feast! We all had such a
great time that we are going to make it a yearly VCCC
tradition!!
The week following the Feast was our monthly “Pizza
Tuesday” lunchtime treat, and the children most enjoyed the
delicious pizza generously donated to us by Townsend’s own
Sophia’s Pizzeria! The children made pizza-shaped thank you
cards for Sophia’s to thank them for their kindness and
generosity.

Following are some beautiful poems written by
Christine Clish and Kathy Perkins. I hope you take
a few minutes to read and enjoy these gifts from the
heart.

Our Butter Braid fund-raiser is moving full steam ahead!
These braids are delicious anytime, but make a yummy
special addition to your Christmas or New Year’s Day
breakfast table, and the cookie doughs make life so easy for
a cookie swap!! So if any of you are interested in ordering,
please see Carole Gustafson or myself, we will most
appreciate your support!

THE GIFT

We are looking forward to lots of holiday fun throughout the
month of December. The children will be participating in lots
of activities that highlight how people all around the world
celebrate their holidays. We will read stories, play different
games, create beautiful art projects, and of course continue
with the cooking projects the children are most enjoying!
From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors and myself,
we wish you all a healthy and happy month of December, and
may the joy and wonder of the Christmas season touch you
all!!
Carol Ciccolini, VCCC Director

The first poem is by Christine Clish and was written and used
for the “Call to Worship” on a Communion Sunday in 1993.

It isn’t my birthday or Christmas, you see,
But I have a gift that’s been given to me
I do not deserve it, this gift that’s so grand…..
I’ve done nothing special, I don’t understand…
No, I haven’t earned it - this gift that I hold,
Which to me is more won’drous than all the world’s gold.
It always is with me wherever I go,
Though it isn’t a gift that to you I could show.
I carry it with me in a very safe place….
For here in my heart…. Is the gift of God’s grace.
It’s given completely, not only for me
But to all of God’s children, that we may be free
To accept our God’s love wherever we are
And let it shine bright, as the evening’s first star.
And through this great gift we are reconciled
To God and each other… our love… un-defiled.

For those of you who just love to
sing carols, there are tentative plans
to hold a fairly casual worship
service on December 31. Along
with prayers and other essential
elements, there will be lots of
congregational singing; Renee may
even be persuaded to take requests
of carols from either of our
hymnals. We hope to see you there!

So hear now, receive, be comforted too….
Remember this grace is God’s gift for you!
As we come together… to worship God in this place,
May we all be prepared to receive of God’s Grace.
Christine Clish

The next two offerings are a poem and a Haiku by Kathy
Perkins.

The Sea
The ocean has played a large role in my life. From when just
a baby, the memories I hold oh so tight.
When I go, I am as calm as can be. It feels as if it is a part of
me.
The pounding of the waves, so powerful, so strong. Makes me
feel that nothing can go wrong.
The lighthouse so beautiful with it’s glowing beacon. So
gorgeous that it makes my knees weaken.
The warm summer sun shining down on my face. I most
definitely know that I’m in the right place.
The sparkling of the blue-green water, smoothness of the hot
white sand. I just want to reach out and let it hold my hand.
It is the place that I go to, helps me see things so clear. My
safe place to go where I never feel the fear.
I will always keep my memories of the deep clear blue sea.
Because whenever I think of it, I can see a big part of me.

Omissions
Repent for our sins
Anguish for the ones we hurt
Rejoice in found Peace

Messages from Lamontville
By correspondent, June Cloutier
I spoke with Flo at her office at the care center a couple weeks
ago. Her house phone is still not working correctly and she
was thrilled I reached her at the center. Their new minister is
creating programs and they are glad to have his ideas and
energy. She was very sorry to hear of Pastor Mark’s accident
and has put him on their prayer chain. She will like it when I
tell her the Youth Group went to visit and decorate his house!
She always sends her blessings to us all.

OUR BLESSINGS:

When we were faced with an extended period of time without
a pastor, while Pastor Mark recovered from his accident, we
were truly blessed to have both Rev. Bradley Bauer and Rev.
Harold (Skip) Lloyd step forward to offer their services
during our regular Sunday worship services and the planned
special services.
Following is the planned worship service coverage
up to the beginning of the Lenten season.
November 19 – Brad
November 26 – Skip
December 3 – Skip

We give thanks for those who ran the
October supper, and for all those who
helped in any way, we were able to raise
over $1,700 toward the life and ministry
of our church. We give thanks for all
those who came together to make apple
pies for the Holiday Fair; they had fun
working together and made 50 pies. We celebrate with Sarah
Goyette’s extended family as her grandmother, Barbara
Brown, recently achieved her 98th birthday. We give thanks
that Emily Bruns' mother is doing well and recently purchased
her first home in Florida. We give thanks for all the children
at TCC, and those generally in our lives. We give thanks that
the Scouts were able to collect about 6,600 lbs of canned
goods for TEO in their recent food drive. We give thanks for
the opportunity that our middle-school students had to be
involved with a school play rendition of “The Little
Mermaid”; they had a lot of fun doing this and, by all
accounts, they did a great job. We all give thanks for the
adventure of our annual Holiday Fair; Jennifer Davidson had
two friends helping her this year and they were both moved
by the degree of community shown by all those involved with
the fair. We give thanks that Louis DuBreuil has sufficiently
recovered that he is able to come and worship with us. Wanda
Wilson shares her thanks with everyone for the prayers during
her granddaughter’s journey from premature birth (10 weeks
early) to her arrival home on Nov. 18; Grace weighs over 6
lbs now and is doing very well. We join with Karen Baer’s
extended family in giving thanks that her nephew, Sean, does
not need any further treatment for the tumor that was
removed. We give thanks for our Youth Group who headed
out to see Pastor Mark on Nov. 19 to decorate his house for
Christmas.

December 10 – Brad
December 17 – Skip
December 21 (Longest Night Service) – Brad
December 24 (both morning and evening services) – Brad
December 31 – Skip
January 7 – Brad
January 14, 21, 28 and February 4 – Skip
February 11 and 18 – Brad

OUR CONCERNS:
We pray for Pastor Mark as he travels his long road to
recovery after his accident; we also pray for Kate and all his
care givers during his physical rehabilitation. When we are
called upon to make hard decisions, we pray for wisdom and
guidance. We pray for Megan Bruns’ friend, Alexis, whose
grandfather recently passed away. We pray for all those who
are unemployed or underemployed, including Lee Duckett
and Max Duckett. We pray for the Myers family (who are
long time friends of Kim Emerson and her family) whose
grandfather passed away after a long illness. We keep Kate
Silva and her extended family in our prayers as they mourn
the passing of Kate’s sister, Martha, on Nov. 4. We keep
Jennifer Urato’s mother in our prayers; she has been
diagnosed with a serious liver condition and is having a
difficult time dealing with all the changes in her life. We
keep Kathy Duckett in our prayers, although she is certain

that the recent cardiac procedure has taken care of her
problem. We offer prayers for Heather Nixon’s uncle Jim who
has been diagnosed with type II diabetes; Heather also is
dealing with needing to sell a secondary property in New
Ipswich that is in need of extensive work. We offer prayers
for Brad and Lisa Bauer, and their kitty, Brewster, who has
gone blind. We keep David Ryder in our prayers as he
recovers from surgery, and for the extended Ryder family as
they Released Melinda’s ashes on Nov. 18. We pray for a
former student of Kim Emerson’s who has recently returned
from Puerto Rico where they lost everything in the floods; she
commented that the conditions there are much worse than are
being depicted by the media. We pray for the safety of all
those who must travel for Thanksgiving. We pray for Meg
Genoter’s 87 year-old mother whose dementia is getting
worse and she is being moved to a facility with a greater level
of care.

mother-in-law, breast cancer; Steve Cloutier's friend, Bob,
who has been diagnosed with cancer in two of his major
organs; Brian Cormier’s dad, who has been diagnosed with
stage 1 prostate cancer.

We offer healing prayers for the
wife of Sami’s karate instructor,
who is recovering after surgery; for
Darlene Champagne who is
recovering after serious back
surgery on Nov. 2 and is still in a
lot of pain; for Brian DuBreuil who
is now out of ICU but is experiencing repercussions from his
fall and seizures; for a friend of Karen Baer's who is
recovering from surgery; for Chris Clish’s neighbor who is in
great pain due to a spinal infection; for Dorothy DuBreuil
who is struggling with her cancer treatments.

Praise God that Brian DuBreuil is off the ventilator & out of
the coma, and is talking again. However, continued prayers
please as he is suffering from some brain damage due to
seizures and a brain bleed from hitting his head on pavement
when seizing, he is still having liver & kidney issues, and has
not yet been able to walk.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for
all those who care for and support them.
Dorothy DuBreuil, breast cancer; Bill, who is
the husband of Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins; Karen
Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell
lymphoma; Jack Austin (Emily Bruns’ father) whose cancer
is not treatable; George Bruns (Ken’s father), colon cancer;
Karen (friend of Emily Austin-Bruns), breast cancer; Cathy
Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s
mother, colon cancer; Pastor Mark’s cousin, Diane, terminal
cancer; Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor Mark; Louise
Coalter’s friend, Sherrie, lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen
Lee Peroni’s sister-in-law), brain cancer; Carol Clark; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Joe, a young friend of
Carole Gustafson, skin cancer; Charlie Hersey's Dad, Fred;
Steve Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Sarah (friend
of Steve Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy Miller’s

From the Hersey family:
A huge Thank you from the Hersey/DuBreuil family to our
Church family for the prayers of healing & for the generous
support & very helpful food deliveries while Dorothy & Lou
DuBreuil recovered from their medical issues. Which Praise
God they have come through, and are recovering well.

Payers also for all of his caretakers, in particular his wife
Linda once he is able to go home. Both Brian & Linda were
laid-off from their jobs two years ago within a month of each
other. They defaulted on their home & were in the process of
moving into a family member’s home when this incident
happened, they are now in dire straits financially & even
more so being uninsured when Brian was taken by
ambulance, not to mention the daily parking fees his wife pays
that are not waived by the hospital.
They both have a long road ahead medically & financially.
Thank you.
Charlie & Rebecca Hersey

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?
Go to www.heifer.org today and give the gift
that really makes a difference!

December 17, 2017 - Third Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Psalm: Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b-55
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28

LECTIONARY, DECEMBER 2017
December 3, 2017 -First Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 64:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel: Mark 13:24-37

December 24, 2017 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
First reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26
Second reading: Romans 16:25-27
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38

December 10, 2017 - Second Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 40:1-11
Psalm: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13
Second reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
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Remember to check the members-only
portion of the TCC website for updated
meeting minutes.
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1
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2
8am Saturday
work team

2017
3 Worship/SS

4

5

COMMUNION

6

7

8

9

5:30pm Genesis
Handbells
6:30pm Agapé
Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

9am Advent
Wreath workshop
and after worship

5 pm Live Nativity

5pm Tree Lighting

10 Worship/SS 11

12

1:30 Caroling
warm-up
2 pm Caroling

24 Worship/SS

14

15

16
Red Cross
blood
drive

5:30pm Genesis
Handbells
6:30pm Agapé
Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

6:30pm Council

17 Worship/SS 18

13

19

20

21

22

23

29

30

5:30pm Genesis
Handbells
7pm The Longest
6:30pm Agapé
Night service
Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

26

27

28

10:45 pm
Christmas Eve
service

31 Worship
Hymn Sing?

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

