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 We now have two Handbell choirs at
the our church!

Saturday at 8 Team
Rescheduled

 Giving To Hurricane Disaster Relief

October 7 will be a busy day at TCC with
all the “Greg’s Run” activities going on,
so the Saturday at 8 team will meet the
following Saturday, October 14.

 Serving the Church In New Ways:

The planned jobs are:

 October 1 - Blessing of the Animals
 October 7 - 13th Annual Greg's Run

The Tentmakers

 October 8: NM Cares Memorial Vigil
 October 9: Six Flags NE Trip
 Reformation Recognition Day
 Fall Sermon Series
 Sunday School News
 VCCC News
 Holiday Fair, November 18

Install storm windows in sanctuary;
Removal of play sand by fence in
preparation for mowing there and
playground work next year;
Any other jobs that are brought to my
attention – we work together to get it all
done. ANYONE can join us – many
hands make light work.
Michelle Enright

 Our Birthdays
 Free Community Dinners
 Poetry Corner
 Youth Group Dates for TCC
 UCC News

Remember to check the
members-only portion of the
TCC website for updated
reports.

 Our Prayers
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday
10:00am - 1:00pm

 October Lectionary
 Our Calendar

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:
Wed. 10am-6pm
Thurs. 10am-1pm
Visit our web page at
www.tccucc.org
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23 - NOON

Upcoming service
opportunities – Looking for
chairpersons for the October
2017 and April 2018 suppers.

The Birthday Fund
This is a fun way to contribute above and
beyond your regular giving to the church
to something above and beyond our
normal operating budget. Simply make a
donation on (or around) your birthday in
the amount of your age (Memo: Birthday
Fund)! If everyone participates, this will
add up to a significant amount. Please
participate and watch our gifts grow!

bringing them to church suppers for fellowship? We are a
pledging, not a tithing tradition, but I'd like to re-introduce
something we” I’d like each of us, and all of us, to do one new
thing this church year. Serve in a new capacity. Learn a new
way of expressing faith. But come and see, experience, feel,
and not just watch the harvest, but participate in its blessings
and give some of your fruits and labor in the process.

According to Mark

Fall is in full swing and it’s a time
of harvesting. The harvest is the
season where we are at long last
given the fruits of our labors and
begin to realize that all the hard work of the garden does
indeed bear sweet sustenance. And the fruits are many and
varied, with all manner of tomatoes, peppers, broccoli, beans,
squash, onions, pumpkins, carrots, cucumbers, radishes,
lettuce and kale, not to mention the bounty of the many kinds
of apples that abound in New England.

In short, we need YOU: each and every one. We need each
person at TCC to commit to doing one new thing. And let me
be clear, this should not be drudgery, something that we are
guilted into. We each need to challenge ourselves to give to
others rather than plop down on the sofa in front of Netflix on
Saturday, or the Patriots on Sunday. Come and see what is
new at our fellowship. We have a brand new church vibe that
is focused on a mission-The Bridge Initiative-that requires that
no one stand alone. Come to coffee hour, meet old and new
friends. Bring someone who is hurting and introduce them to
our fellowship. More than feeding stomachs at our Saturday
dinners, we are feeding souls at our community suppers. Our
ecumenical outreach is making a difference in starting to heal
our town's divisions. So let’s be proud of the progress we’ve
made, and start telling others about how it makes us feel, this
harvest of goodness and grace.

It is a time of plenty. We celebrate this in the many fall
festivals, getting together and enjoying what nature has given.
In small-town New England, we have a rhythm that rarely fails
year after year, and we spend time gearing up for what can be
the long winter season.
In years past, we would be canning and putting root vegetables
in a cool dark place, both activities with the intent that we
have stored up to eat later during the long winter months. It is
good to plan and have enough for ourselves all year round.

We each have an abundance of wealth and an abundance of
faith. Why do we hold these back? It’s only an answer each
of us must answer to their own God. But answer it we must.
And in continuing the Journey to Generosity, I invite you to
make that first step by coming back if you’ve been away for a
while. If you’re already here, thank you. But please think
about how God’s grace can affect your life in a new and
fundamentally profound way by sharing what is yours-what
God has given you-time, relationships, and your health-and
keep giving. The harvest is in, and God’s calling is clear.

If you’ve been to TCC lately on Sundays, you’ve heard me say
that God’s work in the world is often counter-intuitive, and
what makes sense for our earthly lives is not what God calls
us to do. So while we are harvesting and canning and
carefully storing up, are we doing the same to our faith? Is our
faith to be stored and meted out in careful portions or shared
abundantly and trusting God to provide more? God gives us
three things: time, relationships, and a body in which to live
the first two. Are we giving all we can of our hearts, minds,
spirits, and souls as we live each day?

Come home. Be a bridge to others. Let’s begin Try-thing as
the first step on our Journey to Generosity.
Blessings,

Our stewardship theme this year is “Journey to Generosity”.
And I imagine that in years past we would be asking for some
percentage of giving money in order to make the budget, etc,
etc. But I’d like us to take a better look at the many and varied
fruits that we have in our congregation, and how we might
share that bounty more abundantly, and talk about our wealth
of gifts to give a little more expansively.

Pastor Mark

Stewardship is all about sharing our time, talent, and treasure.
For many years we have been very good at writing checks
when called and when needed; we have the treasure part
down. But what about our time and talents? Do we see the
harvest of our own gifts to give to the church, to serve in the
many and varied capacities in the Church School, with the
Youth Group, leading or participating in learning groups on
Bible and Living, and just showing up to support one another
each Sunday at prayer time, or sharing a friend's journey by
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October Supper Chairperson
Needed!

October 7 - 13th Annual Greg's
Run: Community Fun for All

Our suppers are important fund-raisers as well as great
opportunities for people in our community to get together over
family-style meals. We have 6 suppers each year that are each
organized by a single person or a team. So far all the suppers
have organizers except for October and April. If you are
interested in taking charge of one of these suppers, please
contact the church office. If you are new to this, there are
experienced members who would be delighted to show you the
ropes, and provide you with the tools you need. The October
supper is an immediate need, and we hope you will give this
ministry your serious consideration.

Please join us for the premier road walk/run/race event in
Townsend! TCC proudly hosts this event which includes a
light breakfast, a full lunch with burgers, hot dogs, chili, and
sandwiches, with refreshments graciously provided by
Donelans and Hannaford. A race for the smaller attendees is
a fun highlight of the day! There are also a few booths
including Kathleen Avison massage services, NM Cares, and
many giveaways from Evans, Dick’s Sporting Goods, Apple
iTunes, and Visa gift cards. So bring the whole family and
support a good cause, scholarships for our NMRSD students:
last year we gave away $6,000! First 200 registrants get free
t-shirts. Please see the schedule below:

We now have two
Handbell choirs at
the our church!

8:30 am

Registration begins

9:00 am

Breakfast available

10:30 am

Race begins

11:30 am

Lunch available

12:00 pm

Kiddie race

12:30 pm Prizes announced and raffle giveaway of
certificates/gift cards
Please register at www.gregsruntownsend.org if you’d like to
run, walk, or volunteer to be part of this day of fun! All
volunteers get a free t-shirt, and school kids get volunteer
hours!

The Agapé Choir is the handbell
choir that plays during many
services throughout the year, for
those who read music from the ages of eighth grade to 99! Our
new choir is the Genesis Choir for those in the same age group
who can read some music, prefer simpler pieces, and would
like to try the handbells. This group will probably never play
during church. Both choirs rehearse on Wednesdays during the
fall, take a break in January and February, and play during the
spring. The Agapé choir will begin rehearsals on
Wednesday, October 11 from 6:30 -7:30 pm. The
Genesis choir will begin practices on Wednesday,
October 25 from 5:30 - 6:30 pm. If you are interested in
joining either group, please contact Wanda Wilson at
(978)597-6803 or wswilson7652@yahoo.com.

Giving To
Hurricane Disaster
Relief
We have all been shocked and saddened by the pictures and
news reports from the recent hurricanes Harvey, Irma, Jose,
and Maria. There are many charities for which your gifts go
directly to disaster relief, and at TCC, we are gathering checks
to send a larger gift for the victims of these storms through
Oct. 31. You are welcome to write a check with “Hurricane
relief” in the memo or online at TCCUCC.org on the ‘giving’
tab. If you’d like to give individually outside of our corporate
(communal TCC) gift, please consider the American Red
Cross, Americares, or the UCC Emergency Relief Fund.
Please be generous, but careful in your giving to qualified
charities so that our gifts are spent wisely and usefully.

October 1 - Blessing of the
Animals, 12-1 pm on the Common
Please join us for the third annual Blessing of the Animals in
celebration of the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, the patron
saint of animals. Pastor Mark Brockmeier and Fr. Jeremy St.
Martin will give each owner and each pet a personal blessing
for peace and healing, helping to bond both pet and owner for
a loving relationship for the coming year.
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October 9: Six Flags New England
Trip 9:30 am-9:30 pm

Serving the
Church In New
Ways: The
Tentmakers

Looking for something fun and different to do on
Columbus/Indigenous Peoples’ Day? Come spend time with
Pastor Mark and the Youth from area churches and their
friends as we take a busload of kids and spend the last waning
days of summer fun at Riverside Park/Six Flags in Agawam.
Because of height restrictions at the park, this event is only
open to those over 12 years of age.

The Tentmakers is one of
the ways that folks can
serve the church on their
own time and own
schedule. So do your “Try-Thing” offering of something new
with something on the Tentmakers’ list! Look for it in
Fellowship Hall or ask Pastor Mark or John about it. But
please sign up and help us keep our building and grounds in
great shape! Things you can help do include:

We will meet at TCC at 9:30
and then make our way over to
St Joseph’s in Pepperell and
depart from there. Before you
attend, you’ll need a
permission slip, so plan ahead!
See John Mims or contact the
church office for details.
Come and win a prize with Mr.
and Mrs. Pastor (last year’s
loot below, a big moose named
Goliath)!

Wash the windows in fellowship hall (yearly)
Vacuum curtains in fellowship hall and hallways (yearly)
Mulch flower beds (spring - yearly)
Run the self-cleaning ovens (summer-yearly)
Weed the flower beds
(monthly between
April-Oct)

Reformation Recognition Day:
Wednesday, Nov. 1, 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall

Decorate the hallways and
quiet room for the holidays
(Nov-take down Jan 6)

Did you ever have questions about why Protestants believe
what they believe, or why they’re called Protestants? Come
and ask questions as we celebrate All Saints’ Day in a new
and unusual way on the 500th Anniversary of the
Reformation, when Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the
church door. This is an informal gathering with a short
program, but is intended to be a fun gathering where we serve
light snacks and get to answer questions from area clergy.

Thanks for “trything”
something new!
Pastor Mark

October 8: NM Cares Memorial
Vigil, 6:30 pm Fellowship Hall
Join us for a time of fellowship, prayer, meditation, and
remembrance as we remember those we have lost and gather
to raise awareness that drug use is not something to be hidden
or stigmatized. We are all seeking healing, and come meet
many old and new friends so that we can Stop the Stigma and
start treatment so that no more persons succumb to untimely
overdose. Words can create worlds: let’s start the
conversation and change ours in a new and fundamentally
different way for those who are hurting the most.

Fall Sermon Series Oct. 1-Nov. 12:
How Our Church Loves its
Children
The United Church of Christ is launching a program called
Three Great Loves, and invites each member church to share
how it loves its neighbors, its children, and creation over the
next three calendar years. Here at TCC, we LOVE our
children. Are you surprised or don’t know how this happens?
Then you need to come and hear how this happens in a 6 week
series and join the celebration of creating a Just World by
teaching our youngest how God’s love is the best path to
living a life in service to others and honoring the lessons of
Christ’s teachings.
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“Children
aren't the
church of
tomorrow they are the
church of
today.”
Sunday school classes are
off to a great start! We are excited to welcome 21 children into
our program, with an additional 3 children in our nursery!!

Hello TCC Friends!!! Happy Fall from VCCC!!!

So what are we doing this fall?

We hope that you all got to enjoy the wonderful summer we
had, it seemed to just fly by! After finishing up our Summer
Program with a yummy make-your-own-sundae party, the staff
jumped into our Work Week with lots of energy and
enthusiasm! We spent the first day renewing our First Aid and
CPR certifications, updating some state required yearly
trainings, and then started off our yearly Professional
Development with a great training by Early Childhood
Specialist, Lisa Murphy. The rest of the week was spent
putting all the furniture/equipment back into our newly
painted classrooms and setting everything up in readiness for
the first day of the new school year on Monday, August 28th!

This fall we are breaking into 2 classes:
In K-2nd grade we are continuing with the SHINE curriculum
that we used last year. With stories, games and activities it is
a COLORFUL and FUN approach to learning the stories of
the Bible!
In 3rd-8th grade we are learning about the places in which
Bible stories took place. Through scriptures and letters written
by children living in these countries today, we are learning
what life was like in biblical times and also what it is like
there today. The places that we are learning about are:

Our new school year brought us new classrooms, new families
and some new staff members! It is my great pleasure and
honor to work with this amazing, dedicated group of early
childhood professionals:

Nazareth, Ein Karem, Bethlehem, Beit Sahour, Bethany,
Jericho, Cana, Nablus, Taybeh/Ephraim and Jerusalem.
The weekly scriptures will be taken from the books of Luke,
John, and Matthew.

In our Infant Classroom:
Gustafson

Does this sound like fun to you? Would you be interested in
joining us in the classroom? We are always in need of teachers
and shepherds! Please see me after worship to discuss how
you can be of help!

Emily Arsenault and Laura

In our Toddler Classroom: Selena Landry, Kayla Rautiola,
Michelle Rautiola, Marlena Michaud
In our Preschool/PreK Classroom: Leslie Ackers, Josh
Coffey, Marcy Shea and Volunteer Helen Eisner

Blessings,
Sarah Goyette

And we can't forget our amazing and wonderfully supportive
VCCC Board of Directors:

TCC Sunday School
Superintendent

Carole Gustafson, Barbara Goodwin and Kelly McNabb
We had our first formal Parent Meeting on September 12th
and were very happy to have Pastor Mark and Sarah Goyette
join us to talk to our parents about TCC and the Sunday
School Program. All of us at VCCC want to again thank the
TCC Council and the entire Congregation for your generosity
in allowing us to utilize the conference room as our new Infant
classroom. That new program is nearly full and all the
families are so grateful for this new cozy, home-like
environment for their little ones. Being able to split the
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Infant/Toddler program into two separate entities not only
benefitted the infant families because we were able to
accommodate more infant enrollments, it also allowed us to
greatly improve our Toddler program. Now that the former
Infant/Toddler classroom is solely dedicated to our new
Toddler Exploration class, we have been able to add so more
needed center areas for the toddlers that the space restricted in
the past. Formal center areas such as the block center, reading
center, fine motor center, dramatic play, sensory and art
centers have really given these toddlers so much more
opportunities for developmentally appropriate learning. But
the best part is that they are having so much FUN!!! Our
Preschool/PreK students came back to what looked like a
brand-new classroom as well. The teachers there worked hard
to set up new and inviting areas of play, and the children have
just loved it! It's going to be a GREAT school year!!!

relishes and baked goods for our Bake table to make it look
like an old time bakery.
It is truly an exciting and festive day and you will
want to be part of it.
Look for our poster soon at coffee hour or email
chill01469@gmail.com (Cathy Hill) or
junecloutier@verizon.net.

Please keep in mind . . .
Beth Klein is back in charge of the
popular Basket Raffle . If you would like
to contribute a basket and need inspiration
for a theme, a whole page full of ideas will
be published in the online version of this
newsletter that can be found on the TCC
website www.tccucc.org.

From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors and myself,
we wish you all a healthy and happy Fall season!!!

IF YOU LIVE WHERE THERE ARE LOTS
OF EVERGREENS, WE COULD USE
YOUR HELP!!

Carol Ciccolini, VCCC Director

The Greens Table
Committee needs a large
amount of greens (balsam,
laurel, cedar, winterberries,
etc.) to make all the beautiful
arrangements and sprays. We will
be collecting greens through Saturday, November 11, and
storing them at Wanda Wilson’s home until we make the
arrangements on November 16. We need people to help cut
greens or who are willing to drop off their greens on Nov. 16.
Please call Wanda at 597-6803 if you can help in either way.

HOLIDAY
FAIR
November 18
Our Holiday Fair is in two months, on Saturday,
November 18, 2017. It is one of our most popular
community events but it takes love and dedication to make it
happen. Thank you to all our chairpersons who are returning
to head up particular areas. Please think of working in any
department for an hour or so before or after your own
shopping and delicious luncheon at our busy bistro. Our many
areas are the Bistro (kitchen or helping to serve crafters),
Greens, Books, Bake Table, Regifting Table, TCC Crafts,
Children's Crafts, Basket Raffle, Heifer Project Table, and
Photos with Santa.

THE GREENS TABLE IS SEEKING
BASKETS AND DECORATIONS!
If you have any, bring them to the church or
contact Wanda Wilson.

June Cloutier will oversee the Apple Pie
making this year. If you enjoy baking and
getting together with friends, then you don’t
want to miss out on the pie making night on
November 3 - starting at
about 5pm, but you can
show up whenever you can.

Don't forget to put gently used or new/non desired items aside
for our Regifting Table. This is a very successful area of our
fair each year and people of all ages just love to look through
everything in their search for something special. Please
consider donating a craft to our church Craft Table and keep
your eyes open for announcements regarding crafting nights
when we can get together for fun and creativity. Look through
your gently used books to donate and we would love any jams,

We have not gotten a commitment for
leadership of the Jingle Bell Bistro and
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hope someone will step up soon. This is a critical part of our
fair.
We also have no one to take charge of Santa’s Workshop.
This is not a fund-raiser, but more of a service to our busy
shoppers of providing fun crafts for kids; if you love
interacting with children, this would be just the thing for you.

Poetry Corner

And, speaking of Santa . . .
I heard a rumor that Mrs
Santa may be able to visit
this year - what fun! If you
are intrigued by this
possibility, please check in
with Cathy or June.

GUIDE US, HOLY SPIRIT
Holy Spirit, guide our lives,
Help us in our times of strife.
Breathe the breath of life we plea,
Show us where we ought to be.

2-Paul Emerson; 6-Marcia Nicoll
and Betty Mae Tenney; 9-Debra
Boutwell-Reeves and William
Reeves; 13-Lisa Hunt; 14-Rosie
Emerson; 15-Peg Matthews;
16-Kyle Fossey; 17-Karin Canfield
Moore; 20-Alex Beauchesne, Meg
Genoter and Lee McTighe; 21-June
Cloutier; 22-Louise Coalter;
25-Deanna Capone; 26-Floyd Truitt; 27-Gretchen Churchville
and LillyAnn Vincent

Let your fire fill our souls,
With your spirit to control.
May we use your wisdom while
We reach out to humankind.
May your winds make us aware,
Of our neighbors and their cares.
As we pray for those in need,
Strengthen us to take the lead.
Help us listen, feel you near,
Be open to what we should hear.
May we use the gifts you give
That our lives be Holier lived.
Christine Clish

FREE COMMUNITY DINNERS
October 11 – New Beginning Townsend Methodist Church;
4:30 - 6:30 pm
October 15 – St. John the Evangelist: Breakfast - morning
coffee, tea and homemade sweet and savory selections in
Father Mealy Hall, 8:15 am - Noon
October 18 – First Baptist Church, Spaghetti Dinner, 5 - 7 pm
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UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS
Super Saturday
Oct. 21, 8 am - 3:45 pm - Keefe Regional Technical School,
Framingham

Youth Group Dates for TCC

Registration is now
open. The full-day
event includes
morning worship,
two workshops, an
optional lunch
activity, continental
breakfast, lunch,
marketplace and
closing worship.
Speaker is Noel
Anderson of Church
World Service.

This group is for anyone in 7th through 12th grades. Meetings
will be typically every other Sunday after worship. We order
lunch from Townsend House of Pizza and usually meet in the
Vestry.
Mon., Oct. 10-Six Flags with St. John’s Youth Group
Sun., Oct. 22- Regular meeting at TCC
Sun., Nov. 5- Retreat Prep at TCC
Thurs., Nov. 9- Sat., Nov. 11- Craigville Retreat
Sun., Nov. 19- Present in worship & Turkey hunt at TCC
Sun., Dec. 3-Regular meeting (Advent Wreath Workshop)
Sun., Dec. 17-Caroling with TCC
Sun., Dec. 31-Game day & Yankee Swap
Sun., Jan. 14 Regular meeting at TCC

Free Online Webinars

Sun., Jan. 28 Regular meeting at TCC

Helping Families Celebrate a Holy Advent

Sun., Feb. 11 Regular meeting at TCC

Oct. 5, 7 to 8 pm - As Christmas become more materialistic
and frenzied each year, churches can help families to
reclaim the season of Advent as a time of waiting in
anticipation for the coming of the Christ child.

Sun., Feb. 25 Skiing/sledding/tubing?!?
Sun., March 11 Meeting
Sun., March 25 Fill Easter Eggs
TBA Heifer Overnight (April)

Faith Formation at Home: Tools Your Families
Can Use

Sun. April 8 / Sun., April 22 / Sun., May 6 - Meetings
Sun., May 20 Confirmation

Oct. 19, 7 to 8 pm - Faith-formation at home doesn't need to
be a daunting prospect.

Sun., June 3 Mystery Ride

Baby Steps: Bringing Children Back to the
Sanctuary
Nov. 14, 7 to 8 pm - Leader Michelle Ketepall discusses the
small, intentional, creative changes she took to engage
children and welcome families back into the worship service
after children had been made unwelcome.
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those who are affected by the flooding in Texas; May the
Red Cross receive enough support to sufficiently aid all
those in need. We keep the Duckett family in our prayers as
Max continues to seek a full-time teaching job, and their
friend Alex is dealing with an unidentified mass. Prayers
also for Pastor Mark's sister-in-law whose father died
unexpectedly last week. As we remember that WWII began
and ended during the month of September, and in light of
the unrest around the world, we pray for our world leaders
and for successful diplomacy. We pray for Pam Snaith's
cousin, Nancy Myers, who lost her home and business in
Texas and is now staying with an aunt with whom she does
not get along. Many years ago TCC sponsored a young man
from Vietnam – Tu Tran; he and his family have also been
impacted by the flooding in Texas and need our prayers. We
offer prayers of condolence for the family and friends of
Melinda Ryder who passed away on Sept. 6; she was a huge
part of our church family and will be greatly missed. We
also offer prayers of condolence for the family and friends
of Pat Ramos who passed away recently; she was the
mother of one of Pastor Mark's neighbors. We pray for the
family of Abby Benedictus who recently succumbed to
addictions. We pray for friends no longer with us: Lee
McTighe lost a college friend to sudden heart failure, and
Ed C lost a friend, Ray Doucette, also to heart failure. We
pray for a friend of Jennifer's who had moved away from
this area but has returned recently and is looking for
employment. We keep Paul Emerson in our hearts and
prayers as he struggles with overwhelming loss and grief,
and with being unemployed. We pray for the employees of
Welches as that company is laying off up to 30% of their
workforce. We offer support and prayers for the extended
Hersey/DuBreuil family in our prayers as they deal with a
multitude of medical conditions. We pray for a friend of
Karen Baer who has been in constant pain for months and is
still seeking a diagnosis. We continue to pray for all those
affected by hurricanes, including the people of Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands, relatives of Carole Gustafson, Tad
Rochette's brother and his family, a friend of Heather
Mulrenan who has lost all her possessions, and Megan
Bruns' grandmother. We pray for Darlene Champagne who
is in a great deal of pain and has extensive back surgery
scheduled. We also pray for Sherrie Cloutier who is away
for a couple weeks helping her mother move into an assisted
living facility; and Steve Cloutier who has a hernia, but has
to delay surgery (and take it easy) until Sherrie can return.
We pray for the NM students who are having difficulty in
raising funds for a trip to New Orleans in April. We pray for
Meg Genoter's extended family; they had moved an elderly
uncle into a Florida nursing home and are now dealing with
the after-effects of the hurricanes. We keep Corey
Martineau in our prayers as he misses his TCC family and
hopes to receive regular (not digital) mail from his friends.
We offer prayers of comfort for the family and friends of

OUR BLESSINGS:
We are very thankful for having
Pastor Mark back with us after his
surgery. Rob Gosselin received
news that he did so well at the
writer’s program in Vermont that he has been invited to
return next year. Cathy Hill gives thanks that her daughter’s
pregnancy is going well and everyone is happy that the baby
will be a girl. We give thanks for all the planning and hard
work by Carol Ciccolini and the people of VCCC and TCC;
the VCCC is now fully licensed with an expanded infant
room. Cathy Hill is very thankful that her son has finally
passed his driving test. We give thanks for all those who go
out of their way to give aid to those who are the victims of
natural disasters, both before and after the events. Lee
McTighe gives great thanks for her time at Star Island and
for having Tracy Winslow with her this most recent time.
We join with Cathy Parsons in celebrating the news that her
daughter, Jen and her partner Brook are engaged to be
married. Kathy Duckett gives thanks for all the prayers
when she went into the hospital; she also gives thanks that
Charlie is settling well into college life. We give thanks that
Brian Cormier’s cousin, who has been battling cancer, is
now in remission. We give thanks for new beginnings as
John D’Angelillo’s daughter has been offered a position
after searching for 3 months. We are thankful for the
opportunity to remember Melinda Ryder and share in stories
of her life. We celebrate with Carole Gustafson in that her
sister’s tests came back negative for cancer; also that Laura
has found a new home that she should be moving into by
some time in October. Emily Bruns gives thanks that her
family in Florida survived the hurricanes. Melissa Genoter
has her driver’s permit; we offer prayers of encouragement
for her. We celebrate with the Gustafson family on the
marriage of Holly to Robert Card on September 23. We give
thanks for the beauty of God all around us, should we only
stop and look. Steve and Sherrie Cloutier give thanks for the
opportunity they had in caring for their grandchildren for an
entire week. We join with Sami in giving thanks that her
dad has a new job and that he will be celebrating his
birthday on 9/28. We celebrate with the Wilson family on
the 10-week-early arrival of their granddaughter, Grace
Aurora, who was born at 10:36 on Sept. 26, weighing 3 lb, 6
oz; She is doing well and is almost breathing on her own.
Wedding anniversary: Bill and Louise
Coalter, 50 years on October 14

OUR CONCERNS:
We offer prayers of comfort for the family and friends of
Don Keefe who passed away on August 25. We pray for all

-9-

Helen Hill (aunt of Cathy Hill) who passed away on Sept.
25 after a long illness.

OUR HEALING
PRAYERS:
LECTIONARY, OCTOBER 2107

We pray for a friend of Cathy Hill,
Ned Cheeseman, who is
recovering from major heart
surgery on 8/30; for Pilar Hughes'
grandson, Owen, who is
recovering from an appendectomy
on 8/28 and for Kathy Duckett who is in the midst of testing
for heart pains.

October 1, 2017 - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 17:1-7 / Psalm 78:1-4,
12-16
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
/ Psalm 25:1-9
Second reading: Philippians 2:1-13
Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32
October 8, 2017 - Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended
families who are in the midst of battling
cancer, and for all those who care for and
support them. Louise Coalter’s cousin,
Dorothy; Bill, who is the husband of Heather’s birth
mother; Susan Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy;
Lorraine M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Jack Austin
(Emily Bruns’ father) whose cancer is not treatable; George
Bruns (Ken’s father), colon cancer; Karen (friend of Emily
Austin-Bruns), breast cancer; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
who has lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s mother, colon cancer;
Pastor Mark’s cousin, Diane, terminal cancer; Mary Lou, a
close friend of Pastor Mark; Louise Coalter’s friend,
Sherrie, lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee Peroni’s
sister-in-law), brain cancer; Carol Clark; Meg Genoter’s
friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline, jaw
cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Melanie Ouellette’s sister,
liver and bone cancer; Joe, a young friend of Carole
Gustafson, skin cancer; Charlie Hersey's Dad, Fred; Steve
Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Sarah (friend of
Steve Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy Miller’s mother-in-law,
breast cancer.

First reading and Psalm: Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20 /
Psalm 19
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 5:1-7 / Psalm
80:7-15
Second reading: Philippians 3:4b-1
Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
October 15, 2017 - Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 32:1-14 / Psalm
106:1-6, 19-23
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 25:1-9 / Psalm
23
Second reading: Philippians 4:1-9
Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
October 22, 2017 - Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Exodus 33:12-23 / Psalm 99
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 45:1-7 / Psalm
96:1-9, (10-13)
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Gospel: Matthew 22:15-22
October 29, 2017 - Twent-First Sunday after Pentecost

A note from the newsletter editor: I believe it is
important to keep our friends and family members in our
prayers as they travel the sometimes long journey through
cancer treatments. I also acknowledge that it is difficult to
keep up to date with so many different people. If you ever
notice a person in our prayers whose situation has changed,
please do not hesitate to let me know – Our prayers are a
community activity.
Thank you,
Cathy Hill

-10-

First reading and Psalm: Deuteronomy 34:1-12 / Psalm
90:1-6, 13-17
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Leviticus 19:1-2,
15-18 / Psalm 1
Second reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
Gospel: Matthew 22:34-46

COMMUNITY NEWS
Panic at the Pond Haunted Trail
October 21, 7-9 pm at the VFW (rain date Oct. 22).
Admission $7 or $6 with a canned product for TEO. All proceeds
to to VFW Auxiliary and Friends of the Townsend Library.
Arrive early and get a Cherry Hill
Too free kiddie ice cream coupon!
Children only. Limited supply.
Good walking shoes are a must. Also,
strobe lights will be in use.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING
1 Worship/SS

2

3

4

5

WORLD
COMMUNION
SUNDAY

5pm-Family
Continuity

3pm-Family
Continuity

7:30pm Snr Choir

10

11

3pm-Family
Continuity

6:30pm Agapé
Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

6

7
GREG’S RUN

6:30pm Council
Blessing of the
Animals

8 Worship/SS
NM Cares
Memorial Vigil

9
5pm-Family
Continuity
Six Flags New
England Trip

15 Worship/SS 16

17

5pm-Family
Continuity

3pm-Family
Continuity

12

18

13

14
8am Saturday
work team
Red Cross
blood
drive

19

20

21

26

27

28

5-6:30 pm Community Dinner
6:30pm Agapé
Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

22 Worship/SS 23

24

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE 3pm-Family
– NOON –
Continuity
5pm-Family
Continuity

29 Worship/SS 30

25
5:30pm Gensis
Handbells
6:30pm Agapé
Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

31

5pm-Family
Continuity

??? SUPPER ???
5-6:30 PM

3pm-Family
Continuity

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
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RAFFLE BASKETS FOR THE HOLIDAY CRAFT & GREENS FAIR
By Beth Klein
Once again, the fair will be having the popular raffle baskets. This has been a very
successful part of the fair, thanks to all the wonderful baskets donated by the
congregation. I am asking you to participate by picking a theme and filling a basket
with items related to that theme. These baskets will be raffled off in a traditional
“Chinese Auction” way. Tickets will be purchased and placed in a container that
goes with the basket you want to win and a winner will be picked at random.
If you would like to participate, look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall
after church and add your name or you may email me at
donald.klein2@verizon.net.
To help you get started, here is a list of suggested themes.

SUGGESTED THEMES FOR THE RAFFLE BASKETS
Feel free to come up with your own creative theme!!!
BABY
BIRTHDAY
BEACH
BEANIE BABIES
BREAD
BASKET OF BASKETS
BIRDS
BLUEBERRY DELIGHT

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
GINGERBREAD
GIFT WRAPPING
GAMES
GARDENING

CAMPING
CRAFTING
CHILDREN’S
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS
CHOCOLATE
CANDLE
CAR WASHING
CHRISTMAS
COOKING
COFFEE
CHINESE FOOD
COOKIE
COOKIE JAR
COMFORT AFGHAN

HANDYMAN
HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD

QUILTING
ITALIAN
ROMANTIC EVENING
JEWELRY
KNITTING
KITCHEN
KIDS
KIDS COOKING
LAVENDER SCENTS
LOTTERY
LOBSTER
LEGOS

DAY OF BEAUTY
EUROPEAN VACATION (Plane Ticket Not Included)
EMBROIDERY
EVERYTHING BUT
ICE CREAM
FOOD
FINGERNAILS
FEED THE BIRDS
FABRIC
FLOWERS

PARTY
PAMPERING
POKER
PET
POPCORN
PIE
PHOTO
PHONE
PUZZLES

MOVIE
MASSAGE
MUSIC
M & Ms
MARY KAY

SPORTS
SCRAPBOOKING
STATIONERY
SEWING
STAMPING
SOCKS
SNOWMAN
STUFFED ANIMALS
SILK FLOWERS
TEA
TRAVEL
THANKSGIVING
TOOLS
TASTE OF ITALY

NUTCRACKER

UGLY
VERA – BABY

OVER THE HILL

WREATHS

PICNIC

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

