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Scouts as they host a breakfast for any
who wish to attend. There will be a
free-will offering to benefit Townsend
Ecumenical Outreach. So bring your
friends and your appetites!

Wine Glass
Painting
Party
Saturday April 8, 5-7
pm in Fellowship
Hall
All parents of TCC
Sunday school
children, and TCC
Sunday school
volunteers are invited
This is a revitalization event for adults
only so that we can socialize and
strengthen our support system! Childcare
will be provided! We will have drinks and
appetizers and for those who wish to
participate in wine glass painting,
materials and instructions will be
available!
There is no fee for this
event as it is funded
by revitalization

Scout
Community Breakfast
April 1, 8-10 am in Fellowship Hall
This is no April Fools! All are welcome.
Come and help celebrate our long
sponsorship and partnership with the

If you have any
questions please
contact Sarah
Goyette at
swgoyette@gmail.com /
978-868-4967.

According to Mark
I’m starting my garden early this
year. I know, the Old Farmer’s
Almanac, my mother and
grandmother and the Windham
Garden Club and every other wise
woman I know tell me that it’s only
really safe to plant after Memorial Day (well, in recent years
MAYBE Mother’s Day). But I’m going to try something new
and different because this winter has been just a little too cold,
just a little too snowy, and I need a change. A new start. And
what better way to feel like getting a new start in the waning
days of late April than to go out in the garden?
Now I’m not going to remind you that 2,000 years ago there
were also competing Gardens.
One of them was the place where Jesus sought peace,
reflection, respite, and perhaps deliverance from what was
about to befall him the next day (the Garden of Gethsemane).
He spent time with those whom he loved, he prayed to God
and asked his friends to stay up with him while he faced his
fears and fate. And he was arrested for being the modern day
equivalent of a political prisoner, a rabble-rouser whom the
thousands had welcomed into Jerusalem just a few days
earlier, and those in charge wanted to ensure that he was
silenced once and for all (that scenario could happen in
today’s day and age as well in some countries). This garden of
betrayal, on the Mount of Olives, came to represent the place
where God and the disciples would spend the last moments of
peace together. If you go there today, there are massive olive
trees 10 feet across at the trunk at the monastery said to date
from the time of Emperor Constantine, some 1,700 years old,
and it is repurposed as a garden of remembrance, of
reconciliation, and of hope, for it is the olive branch that
reminds us that the flood is over, land is in sight (the dove
brought an olive branch back to Noah after being released),
and the Ark can safely land and begin establishing God’s life
and reign again.
In the other Garden was a tomb. A place that took the body of
the human Jesus, and kept it for three days, and when those
without hope and overwhelmed with grief came to attend to
Jesus’ body and look for him, he was gone. In their time of
helplessness, hopelessness, and despair, they found not just
peaceful moments, but everlasting joy and everlasting life.
They knew from the moment they went on that Easter morning
from the empty tomb that their lives would never be the same,
that they would know that God was here and with them for a
time, and that they needed to tell everyone what happened.
Now I’m not going to point out that in the first garden were
men who were confused and wondering what was going on
and they ended up hiding from God; denying they knew him.

In the second garden the women knew just what to do, they
went running to tell the others and that God had never
abandoned them at all, but that God is risen and death cannot
win the hearts of those who believe.
So I’m back to my quandary of when to plant. I’m a guy: I
want to have some moments of peace before the frosts come
a little early and betray my careless planning and prove to me
that I cannot hide from mother nature, but I’m going to plant
anyway. The women in my life tell me otherwise: be patient,
wait a few days, and a beautiful bounty will grace your 20 x
20 space all summer long, and new life will spring forth in
unimagined abundance.
So do I listen to my stubborn, overcontrolling ego or the
women I have come to love? What do you think? In which
garden will you stand, sit, pray, witness, or just dig in the dirt
for renewal? God asks us each day - not to know the answer,
but to stay faithful on the journey, whatever our choices, for
the garden will indeed bear fruit and abundance. But the
choice is ours on how we get there.
Happy Easter.

Pastor Mark
Pastor Mark will be away on holiday
April 17-24, Dr. Bradley Bauer will be
preaching on 4/23.
Many pastors take some time off after Easter Sunday, and
Pastor Mark is no exception. He and Kate will be out of the
country enjoying some time in Italy's Piedmont region and
sampling some lovely Barolos and Barbarescos. Please join
Dr. Bradley Bauer on April 23 at 10:30 am as he fills in for
Pastor Mark and gives us his reflections on Jesus’ appearance
to the disciples from John 20:19-31.

FROM THE VCCC BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
The VCCC Board is currently seeking some new board
members. We are looking for candidates with experience in
the following areas: first and foremost--experience/interest in
Early Childhood Education, experience in Human Resources,
Marketing, Finance and Computer Technology. If interested,
please contact the VCCC Board President, Carole Gustafson
at carolegus@gmail.com Thank you!

The all-church Spring Planning
meeting is scheduled for May 21.
Please save the date and plan to
attend.

Maundy Thursday service - April
13 at 7 pm at TCC
Join us in combined worship with
New Beginnings Church-UMC as
we host a prayerful Maundy
Thursday, full-communion church
service. Instead of foot washing as
is traditional, we will offer hand
washing as a sign of our service to
others. So come and be with us as
we remember Jesus’ last night on
earth. There is no fellowship hour following this service.
Good Friday Service - April 14 at 7 pm at New Beginnings
Church-UMC
Join us in a combined worship as we remember Jesus’
crucifixion and death in a combined worship service with our
Methodist brothers and sisters across the Common. There is
no fellowship hour following this service.
Easter Sunday service - April 16
at 10:15 am at TCC
Join us for an uplifting, musical
celebration of the resurrected
Christ, followed by a time of
fellowship.

payable to Townsend Congregational Church and have
“Auction” in the memo.
We are accepting donations of goods & services now! We
have storage for any items you wish to donate before the
auction date. Please text pictures of possible auction items to
Jen Davidson at 978 732 9057. Make sure you include your
name so she knows who is making the donation. No
electronics, appliances, dishes, cloth furniture or
“yard sale” items, please. Donations of services are
strongly encouraged. Our congregation has historically been
very creative with their service donations!
Donations that raise a reasonable amount include:
 Wood furniture in good condition
 Safes/file cabinets
 Vacation rentals
 Homemade meal coupons
 Sports tickets
 Power tools
 Paintings
 Hand-made blankets
 Gift baskets
 Restaurant gift certificates
 Popular business gift certificates
 Service donations such as:
 Lobster dinner
 Homemade soups made to order
 Homemade cake
 Babysitting coupons
 Fresh Herb basket
 Be creative!
When in doubt about an item, ask! The auction could not be
successful without donations from you!
Jennifer Davidson jen@milestonefinancialplanning.com and
978 732 9057
Wanda Wilson wswilson7652@yahoo.com and 978 597 6803

2017 TCC Auction
Mark your calendars for Saturday night,
May 6 at 6 pm for the TCC annual Auction,
once again in loving memory of Chris St.
Jean. The Auction is a fun social occasion,
with refreshments (food & beverages) served. Everyone has a
great time!
We will also continue to have a challenge matching program
to raise even more dollars for the revitalization and ongoing
support of TCC and its programs! This year, the challenge will
be $2,500 - if we can raise $2,500 in cash donations, we have
found donors to match that dollar for dollar, for a total of
$5,000 towards our programs! All checks should be made

Auction Gift
Baskets
Gift baskets are always popular
items at the auction and provide an
additional opportunity for you to
contribute to the cause. Be creative, be
practical ... just be yourself and make a basket that will tempt
bidders!! Summer themes that don’t work in November would
be great at Auction time. Linda Ireland will be organizing the
baskets, so sign-up on the Auction Basket list at coffee hour
or just let her know what types of baskets you will be making
(978-870-7730 or lindai2263@yahoo.com). And if you need
the basket itself, there may be one available in storage, so
please check with Wanda Wilson or Linda Ireland before you
buy a new one.

2-Donald Hunt; 11-Pamela Allen;
13- Samantha Miller and Heather
Mulrenan; 14-Nick Zielenkievicz;
15-Lucas Davidson and Mitzi
Hebb; 18-Aidan Canfield, Dorothy
DuBreuil and Sandy
Goguen-Young; 20-Peter Hunt;
23-Olivia Rochette;
24-Dominic Capone; 25-Renee
Fossey; 28-Karen Baer

You are invited to a TCC
Revitalization Dance Party
Friday, May 12, 6-9 pm, Fellowship Hall
All of our church family and friends are welcome – this will
be fun for all ages
We will have a DJ and Pizza for everyone

What’s
Happening in
Sunday
School?

• Bring a dessert to share if you’d like
• This is a free event funded by TCC Revitalization
For more information, contact Sarah Goyette at
swgoyette@gmail.com or 978-868-4967

As we enter into LENT we are learning about Jesus’ journey
to his Resurrection.
We are learning how Jesus wants us to live and that God is
always there for us no matter what comes our way!
With sounds of joy, our children are preparing special music
for the Palm Sunday service!
Recently some of our children have brought friends with them
to Sunday School! We welcome everyone into our classroom,
so stop in to visit anytime you'd like ... and bring a friend!
We continue our weekly Sunday school collection for Heifer,
which will allow our church to give the gift that keeps on
giving, which we will do in the name of our sister church in
Lamontville.
After Easter we will start preparing and practicing for
Children’s Sunday on June 11.
We will have our Annual Children’s Sunday picnic on the
back lawn, so please plan on joining us!
Yours in Christ,
Sarah Goyette
Superintendent of Sunday School

For all those who use the internet . . .
We are so used to jumping on google to do our searches, but
who does that benefit?
If you make a single change and use Goodsearch to do all your
online searches, you could be supporting TCC on an ongoing
basis without opening your checkbook!
In addition to this, if you regularly shop online, access your
favorite sites via Goodshop and a percentage of your purchase
automatically goes to your charity of choice.
Why not?
Give it a try today!

day of the week-long festivities! Monday’s theme will be
Music Monday! We will sing, dance, and learn through lots
of fun musical activities that will allow the children to develop
and enhance math, language, literacy and motor skills. Tasty
Tuesday will let us connect math and science skills with a
yummy cooking project! It will also let us once again reinforce
healthy eating habits. Working Together Wednesday will
not only focus on our engineering, architectural and building
skills, it will reinforce our ongoing concepts of friendship and
teamwork! Artsy Thursday will challenge imaginations and
get those creative juices flowing through a variety of art
processes! And on Family Friday we will celebrate the heart
of who VCCC represents – all our wonderful families!

Hello TCC Friends!!
Happy April from VCCC!!

From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors and myself,
we wish you all continued health and happiness!

Weather during the month of March was very challenging,
reminding us that winter was not yet over despite what the
calendar told us on the 20th! But the children have definitely
kept us all “warm and cozy” with their daily smiles and
ongoing enthusiasm! Despite the cold temps and snow, our
school year moves forward at an amazingly rapid pace! From
our youngest infant to our school-age friends, the children
continue on their wonderful journey through early childhood
education. During the month of March our talented
Infant/Toddler and Preschool/PreK teachers took the children
on magical “trip” into the wacky, wonderful world of Dr.
Seuss! From art projects where they created “Cat in the Hat”
hats and “Red Fish, Blue Fish”, to cooking “Green Eggs and
Ham” for snack time, to a variety of Dr. Seuss games, the
children not only had the chance for lots of silly fun, they
utilized their imaginations and creativity, enhanced language
skills, learned about rhyming and about opposites, and they
worked on improving both their fine and gross motor skills.
And we also continued our teaching of fire safety through our
monthly fire drill and follow-up discussions about why we do
fire drills. Even our youngest children are no longer scared of
the very loud alarm noise, and all exit the building into the
back-parking lot and playground in a calm, orderly fashion.

Carol Ciccolini, VCCC Director

We are looking forward to this new month of April not only
for the hope of real Spring, but for some exciting happenings!
VCCC is planning on joining the town’s Earth Day
Celebration on the Common on Saturday, April 22! Our staff
is very generously going to donate their time and talent that
day to help bring VCCC out into the community! If you are in
attendance, please be sure to stop by to say hello to us! The
following week will be our celebration of the “Week of the
Young Child” (WOYC) which is a yearly celebration
sponsored by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC). NAEYC is the largest early
childhood education association in the world. The purpose of
the WOYC is to bring public attention to the needs of young
children and their families, and to recognize the early
childhood programs and the staff who are meeting those needs
every day. This year, there will be a different theme for each

Poetry Corner

SHEPHERD ME LORD
Lord, lead me to a quiet place
Where I am free to contemplate
The path that you would have me find
Where I can see and not be blind.
Shepherd me, your servant, Lord,
That I may live to Your accord.
In deepest shadows of my soul,
Touch my heart with self control.
Grasp my fear and in its place
Bless my life with loving grace.
Shepherd me to follow You
In valleys dark, and lead me through
To where I find your presence clear
And I am calmed to find you near.
Christine Clish

UNITED CHURCH OF
CHRIST NEWS

Tri-Conference Annual Meeting
Friday, June 16, 2017 to Saturday, June 17, 2017
Connecticut Convention Center, 100 Columbus Blvd.,
Hartford CT 06103

A New Holiday for the UCC

Be part of UCC history!

By Sir John Hargrave, Member of The Wellesley
Congregational Church

Everyone (voting delegates and guests) is invited to:
S Worship and share communion with your New
England neighbors
S Explore the future of our church with UCC General
Minister & President John Dorhauer
S Discern whether to endorse a new conference and
move forward: Together, As One
This Meeting will be the historic first gathering of the three
conferences together, at a meeting that will feature
inspirational worship, shared communion and a discussion
about the future church with UCC General Minister and
President the Rev. John C. Dorhauer. The Meeting will see
delegates vote on whether the three conferences should join
together, as one, to form a new conference.

In 1754, Benjamin Franklin published this famous drawing in
his newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette. Until that point, the
early American colonies were operating like independent
fiefdoms, and Franklin was encouraging the colonies to come
together to form something greater than the sum of their parts.

Annual Meeting planners hope that 1,000 people will turn out
for the event, and so are working to make sure everyone in the
three conferences knows that they are invited and encouraged
to come.

Because it's the earliest graphical representation of a united
America, some call it the first American political cartoon.
That simple line drawing was reprinted countless times,
because the message was so easy to understand: united we are
powerful, but divided we are dead.
In America, we value independence. We celebrate our great
leaders, inventors, and businesspeople for their independent
thinking. Our favorite movies are about rugged individualists,
from outlaw cowboys to space fighters. Our biggest national
holiday is even named Independence Day.
But the truth is that we're not just independent, we're also
interdependent. Our churches are deeply connected with our
communities. Our communities are connected with our
country. Our country is connected to a global economy, a
global internet, and a global environment.
Why is it that we have Independence Day, but no
Interdependence Day? Where is the holiday to celebrate our
connection with each other, and the world?
For those of us within the Connecticut, Massachusetts and
Rhode Island conferences of the United Church of Christ, our
Annual Meeting is that day. It is a time to come together as a
wider church: to learn, network, laugh, pray, sing, and worship
together. It is a time to celebrate our interdependence.

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for our turkey supper
in February and the opportunity to
serve and be together in community. John D’Angelillo gives
thanks that his friend is recovering well after heart surgery.
Louise Coalter gives thanks for the excellent care Bill has
received with his recent hip replacement surgery. Steve
Cloutier give thanks that his son, Joe, is employed and has
found a place to live in Watertown. We join with Meg Genoter
in giving thanks for our Sunday school children; they are a
great joy. We give thanks for the opportunity our youth group
children experienced at the Craigville retreat center. We
celebrate with Emily Bruns that her mother is doing well in
Florida and now has a job. We give thanks that Bob Lorenzen
is recovered from his illness and is able to worship with us

again. We give thanks that Kathy Duckett’s friends, Toni and
George are doing better, although we continue to pray for their
health. We give thanks that Grant Swenor arrived safely at the
Lifecare Center in Littleton; he would welcome your prayers
and visits. We give thanks that a falling tree caused no
significant damage, and for a brother who made it through
surgery. We give thanks for having the technology to connect
with loved ones; may this technology be used for bringing us
together rather than division. Meg Genoter gives thanks for
the support provided by our public schools. We give thanks
for the opportunity our confirmands had in worshiping at a
Greek Orthodox church. We give praise for Ryan Benson who
has been accepted into Mount Wachusett Community College.
Steve Cloutier gives thanks for the beginning of spring, and
for Sherrie celebrating another
birthday. While we keep Carol
Clark in our prayers, we give thanks
that her cancer has stopped
growing. Brad Bauer gives thanks
for the opportunity of a long-time
friend who has been hired as a CEO
and spiritual leader. Praise for
Corey Martineau and his friend
Becky for winning gold and silver
in their shop skills competition; for
the second year they will be heading
to states.

OUR CONCERNS:
We keep Linda Ireland and her family in our prayers as she
mourns the death of a friend, and worries for her children who
are currently located in various different countries. We keep
Carol Clark in our prayers as she was treated for multiple
blood clots at the beginning of March and is currently
receiving palliative care at home. We pray for Kelly McTighe
who continues to go through testing and hoping for answers.
We pray for a friend of Chris Clish who ran into
complications after delivering a baby; we pray for her full
recovery. We keep Tracy Winslow in our prayers as she
continues her long journey to recovery and grieves for a friend
who passed away on February 27. We offer prayers of
condolence for the family and friends of Peggy Lee (Dick
Lee’s mother) who passed away on March 8. We pray for the
people of Townsend during this time of political unrest. We
pray for the safety of the Alpine Ski team as they travel
abroad. We keep the Martineau family in our prayers: Paul’s
mother is scheduled for cancer surgery on 3/31, this will be
followed by 12 weeks recovery including 4 weeks chemo;
Corey's blood disease is still undiagnosed and more tests are
needed; prayers for strength for Paul. 100 years ago in March,
the U.S. became involved in WWI; the horrors of that war
remind us to always pray for peace in our world. We pray for
Peg Matthews who is losing her sight and is concerned about
what this will mean for her. We offer prayers of condolence

for the family and friends of James Hamilton who passed
away on February 13. We keep the Gustafson and Laplante
families in our prayers as they all deal with the emotional
impact of the resentencing hearings. We offer prayers of
comfort for Kim Emerson’s mother as she mourns the
unexpected death of one of her dearest friends. We pray for
Deb Reeves’ cousin Dot who has been diagnosed with a rare
autoimmune disease.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for
Deanna Capone who is out of the
hospital but still recovering; for
Tracy Winslow who is struggling
with depression and truly needs to
know how much we love her; for
Olivia Rochette’s Aunt Deena who
is recovering from a C-section delivery; for Kathy’s friend,
Toni; for Bill Coalter as he recovers from hip replacement
surgery; for Louise Coalter’s brother-in-law and sister-in-law
who are both in poor health; for Cathy Parsons as she recovers
from pulled muscles (from shoveling snow), and for Dorothy
DuBreuil who is not doing well.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Louise Coalter’s cousin, Dorothy; Bill, who
is the husband of Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins;
Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine M who has cutaneous T
cell lymphoma; a friend of Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who
has breast cancer; Tammy Blackburn’s aunt, breast cancer;
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma; Pastor Sally
Calhoun, leukemia; Lyn Bennett’s mother who has colon
cancer; Pastor Mark’s cousin, Diane, who has terminal cancer;
Lee McTighe’s cousin, Tony, who has lung cancer; George
Bruns (Ken’s father) who has colon cancer; Louise Coalter’s
friend, Sherrie, who has lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen
Lee Peroni’s sister-in-law), who has a rare brain cancer;
Debbie who has leukemia; Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor
Mark; Carol Clark; Jack Austin (Emily Bruns’ father) whose
cancer is not treatable; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy
Duckett’s friend, Caroline, whose
jaw cancer has returned; Paul
Martineau’s mother; Melanie
Ouellette’s sister, liver and bone
cancer; Ron LaPointe, pancreatic
cancer; Tom Palange’s cousin
Kristy, bone marrow and breast
cancer.

Foundation. There is a box outside the Church Office where
you can leave your donation.
They are collecting cans and bottles with a deposit. These
can be left in the Scout closet in the Vestry.

LECTIONARY, APRIL 2017
April 2, 2017 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm: Psalm 130
Second reading: Romans 8:6-11
Gospel: John 11:1-45
April 9, 2017 - Sixth Sunday in Lent/Palm Sunday
First reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
Second reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54
April 16, 2017 - Easter Sunday
First reading: Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Second reading: Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10

For more information, please contact the scout master at
scoutmaster@townsendbsa.org

The North Middlesex Regional
High School Team would like to
invite the folks from the
Townsend Congregational
Church to join them this year for
the Relay For Life event on May
13 from 11 am - 11 pm at North
Middlesex Regional High
School. The theme this year is
“Relay Around The World” and the effect cancer has had on
the global community.

April 23, 2017 - Second Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:14a, 22-32
Psalm: Psalm 16
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Gospel: John 20:19-31
April 30, 2017 - Third Sunday of Easter
First reading: Acts 2:14a, 36-41
Psalm: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19
Second reading: 1 Peter 1:17-23
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35

Library events in April:
2

Cooking class of Korean traditional cuisine

9

Boston Jazz Voices concert

11 Homemade Italian Easter bread - demonstration
18 Simple steps to getting organized
For details and registration, go to
http://www.townsendlibrary.org/ and select “Events”

COMMUNITY NEWS
TROOP 10 FUND
RAISERS
The Boy Scouts are conducting two
fund-raisers between now and Earth
Day, April 22.
They are collecting clothing and
other textiles for the Epilepsy
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5pm Family Cont. 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
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8am Lifeline
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5pm Wine glass
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9 Worship/SS
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7pm - TCC
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20

21

5pm Family Cont. 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
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16 Worship/SS 17

7:30pm Snr Choir
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5pm Family Cont. 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Handbells

23 Worship/SS 24

Earth Day on the
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7:30pm Snr Choir

25
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NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
– NOON –
7:30pm Snr Choir

SUPPER?
5-6:30 PM

5pm Family Cont.
6:30pm Council
7:30pm Handbells

30 Worship/SS

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

