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According to Mark
Another Lenten season is upon us
and it means many things depending
on how we grew up and how we
have experienced our lives to date.
And while I don’t think any of us
would consider Lent a time to
“celebrate”, as it is in Eastertide or Christmastide, it is a time
of 40 days prior to Easter that require our attention. Wait, that
number 40…that sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
The Bible has this annoying habit of tying its parts together in
a great arc of revelation of God’s relationship with God’s
chosen people. So while the Old and New Testaments often
refer to one another in various passages (Jesus frequently
refers to Isaiah, the Psalms, and the first 5 books of the Bible,
called the Pentateuch), it also repeats certain numbers. Seven
(the number of days of creation, the number of cities and seals
on the Scroll in Revelation, Jesus performing 7 miracles on
Sundays) is the number that represents perfection. Three (the
Trinity, Jesus praying three times in Gethsemene, Jesus being
denied three times by Peter; and then forgiven three times on
the lakeshore; Christ rising on the 3rd day) is the number that
represents completeness.
Forty is mentioned a LOT in the Bible. It rained for 40 days
and 40 nights on Noah, who waited 40 days until he opened a
window on the Ark. Goliath roamed for 40 days before doing
battle with David. Moses was on the mountain for 40 days
with God (twice, but who’s counting?). The Israelites spent 40
years in the wilderness until they found the promised land.
And Jesus was in the wilderness 40 days fasting and praying,
and was gone 40 days before appearing again to the disciples
(except in the Gospel of John, where he appears the night of
the Resurrection, but that’s another story for another day).
It's no surprise, then, that for a largely illiterate early church,
these timeframes were important reminders that what they
were being asked to do—fast, pray, and focus on God—was
not something they did alone or was never done for the first
time. Other larger than life and holy figures had grown closer
to God on their own journeys of 40 days.
So what will we do with our 40 days and focus on God? Can
we “fast” in a way that does not endanger us (many, for health
reasons, cannot or should not fast) but still gives us a sense
that we’re giving something up? Can we put down our mobile
phones for 40 minutes just after our workday and talk with a
friend in need, or must we be that connected with Facebook?
Can we sit in quiet contemplation for 40 minutes of intentional
centering meditation or prayer? Can we do something with
$40 that helps another person or supports a cause that we care
deeply and richly about but to which we have not yet given?
Can we design some other way of doing a “40” reflection that

makes our hearts in solidarity with those who have given
something more of themselves to God?
As I’ve said before, whether you’re giving something up, or
giving something more, do something this Lenten Season.
Give your intentions some time to sit with your heart, mind,
and Spirit, and you might be surprised what you learn of
yourself. It might lead you to do One New Thing at TCC this
year, our call to action in September for all our members and
friends. It might lead you to Trything something that you find
that might spark a spiritual journey here at TCC or another
charity that is helping build God’s Kingdom. Just do
something, starting Ash Wednesday, March 1, where you live
outside yourself. I promise it won’t be wasted time. It will
instead be Holy Time, giving back to the one who gives us
nothing BUT time.
Blessings on your Lenten Journeys,

Pastor Mark

What’s Next? Come
and be Heard!
Pastor Mark was hired as a
Designated Term Pastor for a period
of 3 years. Rev. Betsy Waters had
led us through the revitalization
process and we wanted a pastor to
help lead our revitalization efforts.
The decision was made to hire a
pastor for a 3-year term and re-evaluate the church’s direction
and needs again at the end of the 3-year period. At that time,
we felt we would have a better idea of what we were looking
for in a Pastor for a long-term commitment.
Pastor Mark’s three-year contract will be up on June 1, 2017
and we will need to decide at the May all-church planning
meeting what we want to do as a church. We all need to be
prepared to discuss and vote on the future direction of the
church at that time. To do that, the Governance Council is
planning special times to come together as a group and discuss
your thoughts and ideas about where you see the future of
TCC heading and what sort of Pastoral leadership you want to
lead us into the next phase.
Come to our next meeting and let your voice be heard. These
are not official church meetings. No discernments will be
needed, no decisions will be made. We do need to have open
discussions about the future direction of TCC so we can come

prepared to discern our future with Pastor Mark at the Spring
Planning meeting in May.

Knit and Crochet
Class

Our March meeting is scheduled for:
i Thursday, March 30, 7:30 pm, Fellowship Hall
Please come and be part of the discussion. The Governance
Council hopes to see you there.
Kathy Duckett,
Church Moderator

I’m Michelle Enright and I took
care of the craft table at our holiday
fair last year. I see an opportunity
for you to learn a useful skill while
at the same time enabling you to contribute different items to
our craft table at upcoming holiday fairs.
I would love to teach you how to knit or crochet and, to that
end, I have reserved the vestry on Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm
for us to gather in community and learning. (The vestry is
ideal as it is already heated at that time because of ongoing
events on other evenings.) You can make anything you want
– I’ll teach you the basics as well as how to follow a pattern.
I hope to see you there.

EASTER FLOWERS
Potted plants are purchased each year
to line our chancel with beautiful
spring flowers on Easter morning.
Once the service is over you get to
take these plants home to keep or give
away as gifts.

HandBell Practice is now on Mondays at
7:30 pm. If you would like to know more about
this fun music ministry, contact Wanda Wilson
at 978-597-6803 today; she would love to hear
from you!

Michelle Enright is once again
overseeing this task and will be taking
orders until Sunday, March 12. You
may place your order in fellowship
hall after worship, or contact her at
michelleenright25@comcast.net or
978-597-8012. This year’s prices are
listed below.

2017 TCC Auction

Thank you.

Easter Lilies

Daffodils

6" 4 blooms $8
8" 8 blooms $18
10" 12 blooms $25

4"
6"
8"

Dahlia
6 ½" $8
Yellow, Purple, or Pink

$4
$8
$16

Tulips
6"
$7
8"
$16
Purple, Red, Pink, or
Yellow

Ranunculus

Gerbera daisies

6 ½"

6 ½"

$8

$8

Azaleas
6" $18
White, Pink, Light Pink,
Red, or Purple

Potted Mums
$8

Mark your calendars for Saturday
night, May 6 at 6 pm for the TCC
annual Auction, once again in
loving memory of Chris St. Jean. It will be a similar format to
last year. Wanda Wilson will once again be assisting Jennifer
Davidson with soliciting and gathering donations. We will
also continue to have a challenge matching program to raise
even more dollars for the revitalization and ongoing support
of TCC and its programs! This year, the challenge will be
$2,500 - if we can raise $2,500 in cash donations, we have
found donors to match that dollar for dollar, for a total of
$5,000 towards our programs! All checks should be made
payable to Townsend Congregational Church and have
"Auction" in the memo.
We are accepting donations of goods & services now! We
have storage for items you wish to donate before the auction
date. Please text pictures of possible auction items to Jen
Davidson at 978-732-9057. Make sure you include your name
so she knows who is making the donation.

No electronics, appliances, dishes, cloth furniture
or “yard sale” items, please.
Donations that raise a reasonable amount include:












Wood furniture in good condition
Safes/file cabinets
Vacation rentals
Homemade meal coupons
Sports tickets
Power tools
Paintings
Hand-made blankets
Gift baskets
Restaurant gift certificates
Popular business gift certificates

Wooden furniture in good shape is always welcome! As are
services, gift cards to popular local businesses and many other
items. When in doubt, ask! The auction could not be
successful without donations from you!
Jennifer Davidson jen@milestonefinancialplanning.com and
978 732 9057

about homelessness. We were led on a walk through the city
streets at ten o'clock that night, led by guides who once lived
on the streets themselves.
They told us their personal stories of becoming homeless and
then recovering, recounting struggles with addiction, mental
illness, and simply being forgotten by society. After this walk,
we reflected on our experiences together over communion in
All Saints' gorgeous sanctuary. On Saturday morning, we rose
early to work in the community. Half of us worked at a food
pantry, helping working poor families get enough groceries to
feed their children for the week. The second group handed out
our care packages to people living on the streets, many of
whom were glad to have warm, clean mittens and socks on a
freezing February day. Our eyes were opened to the harsh
reality that so many Americans face each day, and we learned
that each person deserves respect and compassion, as we are
all united in a common humanity, beloved as children God. As
a youth group, we are very grateful for the support of our
church that made this outreach trip possible, and look forward
to sharing our experiences and knowledge with the
congregation.
Submitted by: Melissa Genoter (9th grade
Youth Group Member)

Wanda Wilson wswilson7652@yahoo.com and 978 597 6803

– See our photo collage on the next page –
The all-church Spring Planning
meeting is scheduled for May 21.
Please save the date and plan to
attend.

Youth Group News
On Friday, February 10, and Saturday, February 11, our youth
group had the opportunity to attend an overnight to help fight
homelessness with ReachOut Worcester. On Friday evening,
youth from numerous congregations throughout Massachusetts
gathered at All Saints Episcopal Church in Worcester to learn

In preparation for Lent on
March 3-5, the TCC Youth
Group will attend a
weekend at Craigville
Retreat Center with other
youth from UCC churches
in MA. Craigville Retreat
Center is owned and
operated by MACUCC.
The theme of the weekend
is a journey to the heart of Lent. “Through art, music, writing,
and movement, we’ll explore how we can use this season to
grow in love for ourselves, our loved ones, our enemies, the
earth, and God. In between great meals and long walks on the
beach, teens will work together to create a Lenten devotional
that they can use themselves and share with others.”
None of these events would be possible without the support of
TCC and the youth group families. Thank you to the
revitalization funds for supporting these youth group
opportunities. Youth Group Chaperones include Emily
Austin-Bruns, Meg Genoter, Paul Martineau & Heather
Mulrenan

One Great Hour of Sharing
– March 19, 2017
One Great Hour of Sharing enables the United
Church of Christ to reach people and communities
affected by disaster, displacement or poverty.

is nearby or far away. When God’s love abides in us, we are
moved to respond with our own material goods to the needs of
other members of God’s family.
Thank you for your support, whether you are a new supporter,
or long-time supporter, every gift matters. Every gift allows us
to say, “You are here.”

Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we provide
assistance to families and communities around the world,
helping them to become stronger, healthier and better
equipped to address hardships and catastrophes.
The 2017 theme for the offering is “You are here” which
could easily be the response to a question provoked by
tragedy, fear or suffering: “Where are you, God?” Psalm
145:18 echoes the refrain throughout scripture that God
is nearby. As soon as a person calls on God, God is here.
You are here shows the church uniting to respond to the
many critical needs present in our world today. Our
support is given through partner organizations responding
to health, education and agricultural development needs,
refugee initiatives, and both international and domestic
disaster response.
When we give, as the United Church of Christ –
individuals, groups and congregations – it means that the
church can stand strong, in the midst of need whether it

You are invited
to a TCC
Revitalization
Dance Party
All of our church family and friends are invited to join in the
fun for all ages on Friday, May 12, 6-9 pm in Fellowship Hall.
There will be a DJ and Pizza for everyone!
This is a free event funded by TCC Revitalization, but bring
along a dessert to share if you want.
For more information contact Sarah Goyette at 978-868-4967
or swgoyette@gmail.com.

March is
Membership
Month
What are member
dues? This is the church’s fee
per member to MACUCC that
provides us with many forms
of support throughout the year.
With the budget so
tight, the church is asking each member who
can, to pay this $20 membership fee. If you are
able to contribute, a check should be made out
to TCC with “member dues” written on the
memo line.
Please be assured that inability to
participate in this fund-raiser in no way affects
your membership status with TCC.
Jody Burnham

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for the
generous contributions to
the care packages compiled
by our youth group; they were
greatly appreciated by those in need in
Worcester. The youth group children
give thanks for the opportunity of going to Worcester to give
aid to the homeless people in that area. The Ducketts offer
prayers of praise for their son, Max, who has written a book
and had the courage to submit it to publishers. We give thanks
for success of our January supper; for all those who
contributed, served, or purchased meals. We give thanks that
refugees are again able to come to our country. Summer
Goyette is thankful for being able to share with her friends at
school. We offer prayers of praise for all those who work hard
to make the Scouting program so successful. We join Alison
Wright in giving thanks that her sister and brother-in-law are
moving up on the list to be able to adopt a child. We celebrate
with Jessica Swift that she is doing great in her new job, and
that her son is doing very well at VCCC. We give thanks that
Emily Bruns’ sister, Sarah, was diagnosed with a benign
tumor. We give thanks for community that comes in many
forms. We give thanks for the welcoming hearts of the people
at TCC. We give thanks that Ryan Benson has made the
decision to go to college; a big step forward for him. Rosie
Emerson gives thanks for healing; her best friend and her
brother were both very ill and are recovering now. Chris Clish
gives thanks to both the Misner ladies who provided
transportation when she needed it. We celebrate with the
Bennett family as their daughter, Vera, has her name in the
credits of the new movie “The Great Wall”, which was a
temporary job for her, and that now she is entering into a
permanent job with another company.
OUR CONCERNS:
We continue to pray for all those who are unemployed and
underemployed. We pray for the refugees of the world and for
our U.S. leaders. We mourn the passing of Mary Tyler Moore;
an actress who set a positive example for all women; may we
all remember to raise our voices for what is right. We keep
Paul Martineau in our prayers; his mother’s cancer is back,
and a beloved aunt passed away recently. Mary Roberts gives
thanks for the opportunity of being a foster parent for a
teenage girl, but asks for prayers for all the children who just
need a safe place to be. We pray for a friend of Melissa
Genoter who just lost her mother and is dealing with other
family issues as her father is disabled. We pray for long-time
friends of Kim Emerson whose son has a bad nerve disorder.
We pray for Lee McTighe who just lost a friend to pancreatic
cancer. We keep Bailey Mulrenan in our prayers as she
struggles with controlling her diabetes symptoms. We pray for
all those impacted by the shootings in Canada; for the victims
and the perpetrators. While thankful for the opportunity to

travel, Taliah Williams asks for prayers for her family as they
travel to Florida, and her daughter will be traveling to Peru
this summer. We pray for Meg Genoter and her friends; Stacy
Wilson whose mother passed away, and Chris Kimball whose
father passed away. We pray for Ann Lammi and her family;
Ann has been placed in hospice care. We pray for the people
of Townsend as we go through a period of political turmoil.
We keep Emily Bruns in our prayers as she has two friends
who have been diagnosed with cancer. We continue to pray
for Kathy Duckett’s friend, Toni, who is struggling with health
issues. We keep two young homeless men from Worcester in
our prayers, Jaime and Zac; we also pray for Jaime’s mother,
Sue. We keep in our prayers Gini King’s Aunt and Uncle,
Priscilla and Lenny Smith. We pray for a friend of Rob
Gosselin who is not doing well. We keep Tracy Winslow in
our prayers as she is especially in need of our love and support
right now. We pray for Alison Wright’s father-in-law who has
been ill for a while and recently diagnosed with Celiac’s
disease. We offer prayers of condolence for Chris Clish as she
grieves the passing of Leslie Morton on February 11 and then
his wife who passed away two days later. We keep Lyn
Bennett and her family in our prayers; her father has been
diagnosed with dementia. We also keep Peg Matthews in our
prayers as her brother recently passed away in Canada, this
was especially difficult for Peg as she is unable to travel.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for all
those who are struggling with
seasonal illnesses; for Kate Silva,
who is recovering but still in quite a
lot of pain; for Tracy Winslow who
is recovering from surgery and a
bad cold; for Pilar Hughes who is
experiencing a great deal of abdominal pain that is
undiagnosed; for Lily Goyette’s Uncle Neil who is being
treated for a lung disease; for Kelly McTighe who is still
going through testing to try to diagnose her illness; for a friend
of Sarah Goyette’s who is recovering after brain surgery on
2/1; and for all those we love who are recovering from
surgery; for a friend of Samantha Miller who is still struggling
with symptoms from her concussion; for Cory Martineau; for
Emily Bruns; for Janet Borko, Jon’s mother; for Bob Lorenzen
who is feeling “under the weather”; for Cheryl Simoneau’s
mother who is in rehab after a fall; for the Emerson family’s
dog who has a spinal injury; for LillyAnn Vincent who has a
really bad cold.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.

Louise Coalter’s cousin, Dorothy; Bill, who is the husband of
Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend,
Cathy; Lorraine M who has cutaneous T cell lymphoma; a
friend of Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who has breast cancer;
Tammy Blackburn’s aunt, breast cancer; Cathy Hill’s sister,
Morag, who has lymphoma; Pastor Sally Calhoun, leukemia;
Lyn Bennett’s mother who has colon cancer; Pastor Mark’s
cousin, Diane, who has terminal cancer; Lee McTighe’s
cousin, Tony, who has lung cancer; George Bruns (Ken’s
father) who has colon cancer; Louise Coalter’s friend, Sherrie,
who has lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee Peroni’s
sister-in-law), who has a rare brain cancer; Debbie who has
leukemia; Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor Mark; Carol
Clark; Jack Austin (Emily Bruns’ father) whose cancer is not
treatable; Meg Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s
friend, Caroline, whose jaw cancer has returned; Paul
Martineau’s mother.

6-Jack Enright; 11-Doris Poindexter;
12-Antonio Basso and Sasha Gay;
13-John D'Angelillo; 14-Carrie
Davidson and Christine Doherty;
15-Haeley Rochette; 18-Kathy Duckett;
20-Sherrie Cloutier, Donald Miller and
Austin Swift; 22-Shaun Doherty;
23-Lee Duckett; 26-Christine Clish and
Joy S. Stewart; 27-Jody Burnham,
Laura Guba, Donald Klein and Paul
Nixon; 28-Lloyd Clark and Lilly Goyette; 29-Ken Bruns;
31-Susan Mills.

evening – shout out requests, singalong to favorites, banter
with performers, and have the time of your life.
For more information or to register, go to
http://ncmhabitat.org/events/

CLOTHING DRIVE
and CAN DRIVE
Troop 10 Townsend are collecting used clothing, linens,
towels and blankets. Additional donations
to be accepted are used toys and books.
There will be collection boxes at TCC and
other community locations – check the
weekly TCC Spirit for updates – or bring
your items to the Earth Day celebration on
the town common, April 22.

Also – Save all your soda cans!
Contact Donna Capone at radarcapone@gmail.com

Take a look at a couple events
happening in March at the Townsend
Public Library . . .
Mini Golf

COMMUNITY NEWS

Saturday, March 4, 4-9 pm and
Sunday, March 5, 10am - 4pm.

Dueling Pianos
April 1, 2017 at the Bull Run
Restaurant. Dinner at 6 pm; Show
from 7:30-10 pm; Includes Silent
Auction and Cash Bar. All
proceeds benefit Habitat North
Central Massachusetts.
Put two sharp-witted, incredibly talented musicians with
two grand pianos on stage, then add a roomful of people.
The result is an evening of fast, funny and unforgettable
entertainment. The musical repertoire ranges from Classic
Rock to Country; Hard Rock to R&B; Show Tunes to Top
40. Total audience participation makes for one-of-a-kind

Irish Songs and Stories with Kate
Chadbourne
Sunday, February 26 at 2pm
Kate Chadbourne is an award-winning songwriter and poet,
a scholar and teacher of Irish language and folklore with a
PhD from Harvard. She brings to her audiences the sounds
of the harp, piano, tin whistle, Irish flute, and melodeon, a
deep love and knowledge of traditional Irish story, a warm
and welcoming presence, and a voice often described as
“the voice of an angel.”

LECTIONARY, MARCH 2017
MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental
health referral service that is
available for all residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 x1411 during normal
business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you will be able to speak
with a licensed mental health professional, or an advanced
level graduate student, who will discuss the situation with
you, and then call you back with a referral which meets your
therapeutic needs, insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web
site for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

March 5, 2017 - First Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 32
Second reading: Romans 5:12-19
Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11
March 12, 2017 - Second Sunday in Lent
First reading: Genesis 12:1-4a
Psalm: Psalm 121
Second reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
Gospel: John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9
March 19, 2017 - Third Sunday in Lent
First reading: Exodus 17:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 95
Second reading: Romans 5:1-11
Gospel: John 4:5-42
March 26, 2017 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
First reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13
Psalm: Psalm 23
Second reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel: John 9:1-41

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

1

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

5 Worship/SS
COMMUNION

6

2

3

4

6pm Knit/Crochet
7pm Ash Wed.
Service
8pm-ish Snr Choir

7

8

8am Saturday
work team

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

5pm Family Cont. 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

12 Worship/SS 13

14

15

5pm Family Cont. 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

19 Worship/SS 20

21

22

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet
– NOON –
7:30pm Snr Choir

ROAST PORK
SUPPER
5-6:30 PM

5pm Family Cont.
6:30pm Council
7:30pm Handbells

26 Worship/SS 27

28

29

30

31

5pm Family Cont. 3pm Family Cont. 6pm Knit/Crochet 7:30pm Future of
7:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir TCC meeting
Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

You are Invited
to a 2017
Star Gathering
COME . . .
Join a UCC Star Gathering …
Live by Star Island time …
All ages are welcomed and
embraced …

SIMPLE PLEASURES . . .

Portsmouth Dock, easily
accessible off of I-95 exit 7, is
the destination for parking your
car and boarding the boat for
the one hour ride to Star Island.
Thoughts of Star Gathering
from conferees i Beauty
i Peace

Rocking chairs, summer
breezes, and harbor views
await you on the porches of
the Oceanic Hotel, the main
building, built in the Grand
Hotel Era of the early 1900s.

i Worship
i Ocean calm
i Intergenerational
i Child-safe environment
i God's presence
i Free time
i Connections
i New friends

A TYPICAL DAY
7:00
7:00
8:00
9:00
9:30
10:30
12:30
1:30
2:00

Morning Swim
Coffee on the porch
Breakfast
Children's Chapel/Program
Adult Chapel Service
Adult Program
Lunch
Naptime for Tots
Crafts, Art, Reading, Rocking
on the porch
3:30 Softball, Tennis, Games, Tea
5:30 Adult Fellowship Hour
6:30 Dinner
7:30 Sunset
8:00 Evening program:
Talent Show, Auction, Staff
Show and more!
9:00 Adult Candlelight Chapel
10:00 Youth Chapel

Program . . . Housing

i Family
i Welcoming
i Fun
i Activity choices
i Sunrises and sunsets

Star Island . . .
is ten miles off the coast of
Portsmouth New Hampshire. It is
one of nine islands in the Isles of
Shoals. It has had poets, painters
and pirates in its history since
1614.

i Chapel Services

Children – ages infant to eighth grade
– attend their own separate age
appropriate morning program.
Housing is with or next to
parent/guardian. Evening hall
monitoring for children under 8 ($46).
High School Youth during SG I
...have a separate youth program with
qualified adult leaders. Housing is
with other youth. Parent/guardian is
not required to be on island.
Adults ...have a morning program or
any option they choose. Housing is a
choice of single, double, or multiple.

2017 rates per person
Room and Board plus boat fare
(Note: 2017 R&B rates are preliminary
with final rates becoming available in late
November)

Adult (double)

$939

Youth 12 - 17 yrs

$627

Child 6 - 11 yrs

$439

Child Under 6 yrs

FREE

ENJOY:
Wonderful Family Style
Meals –
dine with family and make
new friends
The Art Barn … looks to the
Atlantic,
crashing
waves and
gulls

2017 UCC STAR
GATHERING
CONFERENCES
SGI July 29 - August 5 (7 nights)
SGII August 5-12 (7 nights)
Visit and enjoy the website at:

www.starisucc.com
Read program content
See island pictures

2016 Program Fee
Adult

$115

Youth

$115

Child thru 8th grade

$90

2016 Parking Fees
$12 per car per night
$84 for seven night conference

Vocal Choir for singers
A Lobster
dinner; a
bowl of
Steamers
Rowing across Gosport Harbor
to Smuttynose Island
Programs with professional
speakers
Playing softball, tennis, lawn
games
Exploring nature: Low tide
pools; Bird watching; Marine
biology lab

Download:
Registration directions
Registration form
Minor Medical Release form

This is our invitation to
you!
We're glad to tell you
more.
Please contact us:
Bob and Peg Giles
bgilesct@aol.com
Phone: 860-653-6773

Registration per person
requires:
$200 Room and Board deposit plus
full Program fee
Balance of room, board, boat, and
parking are paid on island by
check, cash, or credit card
Financial Aid is available and
R&B discount programs may
apply

Carrying a candle-lit lantern to
Evening Chapel, just as
villagers did long ago
Seeing stars, rainbows, great
views
Sitting on the rocks or a
rocking chair

STAR GATHERING
CONFERENCES are programs of
Star Island United Church of
Christ, Inc.

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

