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New Members
On January 8, we welcomed two new
members into our community of faith:
Rev. Brad Bauer and Darlene Champagne.
Be sure to given them a warm welcome
when you see them.

Agapé
Handbell
Choir
The Spring session of the Agapé Handbell
Choir will begin on Monday, February 27
at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary. If you are
interested or have any questions, please
call Wanda Wilson at 597-6803.

SUPPER?
Our church has two suppers scheduled
that have no one stepping up to take
charge of them; one for February and one
for April.
These events are a combination of fundraiser and community gathering and are
important to the life of our church for both
reasons. Please look into your heart and
consider taking charge. If you do turkey,
then there is a wealth of experience to call
upon from past coordinators - you just
need to ask.

Snow
Storm on
a Sunday?
Please remember
that if worship
services are
canceled for any
reason, there will
be a notice on the
church answering
machine and on
our website.

According to Mark

We wonder sometimes whether
there is such thing as fulfillment of
a Biblical promise in our time. One
that we can see, that we can verify,
that we can definitively recognize as evidence of God’s
providence. In times of uncertainty, we look to God with even
greater supplication and requests for intervention. We ask for
guidance and knowledge that all will be well. We seek
assurance that if we keep doing what we’re doing, that
somehow we will be able to affect our future, to be rewarded
for our patience and receive an outcome we not only expect
but prefer.
If only God worked that way.
Our uncertainties rarely produce calm; they produce anxieties
in us and for our lives. And yet when we feel anxious, we
rarely seek the solace and calm that turning to God and God's
purposes can bring, because we cannot predict or produce the
outcome we want when we want it. We forget that any
particular moment of our lives may seem interminably long,
but may be but a small part of God’s timeline. We forget that
our destinies and purposes are not only our own. We forget
that we are part of a larger story, one that includes the entire
span of our lives, within the entire span of the lives of our
families, our communities, and the people whom we touch for
brief moments or for years or lifetimes.
Part of that story includes turning to the Bible for examples of
God’s presence in the past. The Bible is replete with examples
of what has happened to God’s chosen people at all times.
And the answers, from Isaiah to Jeremiah to Ezekiel are clear:
if the people and their rulers can follow God’s purposes, the
people prosper, with times of peaceful co-existence, plenty of
food, trade, and resources, and times when other nations are
not at war with Israel and Judea. When the people and their
rulers turn away from God’s requirements for each of them
and all of them, bad stuff happens: Israel’s armies are
destroyed in battle, Jerusalem falls, the temple is destroyed,
the people enslaved, and Judea de-populated.
So what can we do, individually, and at TCC, to reduce our
uncertainty and hence our anxiety?
For those of you who have attended worship this month, we
have focused on doing what God requires of each of us and all
of us: do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God
(which means not trying to control God or our outcomes). We
build community, we love our neighbors as ourselves. When
we do these things, even as the rest of the world seems to spin
out of control, we can start a small light that can spread
contagiously to others around us. We can be a beacon of hope,

reflecting the light of the world that is Christ, and begin to
turn the dialogue of division to be the dialogue of inclusion.
Because welcoming God requires welcoming each other first;
finding common ground amongst disagreement, no matter how
vociferous.
Is this what God wants? I know that in the short term it may
not produce the fruit that I wish for or the outcome I expect,
but it is most definitely scripturally faithful to God’s purposes.
And while I have said this before in many different forums
and ways, it bears repeating: love one another as Christ has
loved each of us, and all of us, and we cannot fail. Do not seek
the mountaintop moment today, friends, but do the work in the
world and the valleys of our lives, and the mountaintop will be
gained. And I hope we are there to see it, but if not, let us be
assured that we have done God’s work in the meantime.
Come and build with us this year. Come and build community.
Thanks be to God,

Pastor Mark

Winter Sermon Series Continues –
“God’s Design for Building
Community”
Feb. 5 - Function over Form - Rom 12:4-5
Feb. 12 - A Place to Serve - Gal 6:2
Feb. 19 - A Witness to the World - 1 Peter 2:9-12

2017 TCC Auction
Mark your calendars for Saturday
night, May 6 at 6pm for the TCC
annual Auction! It will be a similar
format to last year. Wanda Wilson
will once again be assisting Jennifer
Davidson with soliciting and
gathering donations. We will also have, once again, a
challenge matching program to raise even more dollars for the
revitalization and ongoing support of TCC and its programs!!
We have storage for your items if you wish to donate before
the auction date. Please text pictures of possible auction items
to Jen at 978-732-9057. Make sure you include your name so
she knows who is making the donation. No electronics,
appliances, dishes, cloth furniture or “yard sale” items,
please.

Donations that raise a reasonable amount include:












Wood furniture in good condition
Safes/file cabinets
Vacation rentals
Homemade meal coupons
Sports tickets
Power tools
Paintings
Hand-made blankets
Gift baskets
Restaurant gift certificates
Popular business gift certificates

In addition, we will be doing the CHALLENGE
DONATIONS again this year. There will be a MATCH for
all cash donations made, dollar-for-dollar up to a dollar limit.
All checks should be made payable to Townsend
Congregational Church and have “Auction” in the memo.
Wooden furniture in good shape is always welcome! As are
services, gift cards to popular local businesses and many other
items. When in doubt, ask! The auction could not be
successful without donations from you!
If anyone wants to contact Jen, her contact info is
jen@milestonefinancialplanning.com and 978-732-9057.

Scout Sunday on
February 5
Join us on February 5 when we will
share worship with Townsend’s
scouting participants, followed by a reception in Fellowship
Hall.

Knit and Crochet
Class
I’m Michelle Enright and I took
care of the craft table at our holiday
fair last year. I see an opportunity
for you to learn a useful skill while
at the same time enabling you to contribute different items to
our craft table at upcoming holiday fairs.
I would love to teach you how to knit or crochet and, to that
end, I have reserved the vestry on Wednesdays from 6 to 8 pm
for us to gather in community and learning. (The vestry is
ideal as it is already heated at that time because of ongoing
events on other evenings.) You can make anything you want
– I’ll teach you the basics as well as how to follow a pattern.
I hope to see you there.

What’s Next? Come
and be Heard!
Pastor Mark was hired as a
Designated Term Pastor for a period
of 3 years. Rev. Betsy Waters had
led us through the revitalization
process and we wanted a pastor to
help lead our revitalization efforts.
The decision was made to hire a
pastor for a 3-year term and re-evaluate the church’s direction
and needs again at the end of the 3-year period. At that time,
we felt we would have a better idea of what we were looking
for in a Pastor for a long-term commitment.
Pastor Mark’s three-year contract will be up on June 1, 2017
and we will need to decide at the May all-church planning
meeting what we want to do as a church. We all need to be
prepared to discuss and vote on the future direction of the
church at that time. To do that, the Governance Council is
planning special times to come together as a group and discuss
your thoughts and ideas about where you see the future of
TCC heading and what sort of Pastoral leadership you want to
lead us into the next phase.
Come to one or both meetings and let your voice be heard.
These are not official church meetings. No discernments will
be needed, no decisions will be made. We do need to begin
having open discussions about the future direction of TCC so
we can come prepared to discern our future with Pastor Mark
at the May meeting.
We are having two meetings - both will be in Fellowship Hall:
i Sunday, February 26,
after worship for the
first meeting in 2017;
food will be provided
for this meeting as it
will run through the
lunch period;
i Thursday, March 30,
7:30 pm
Come to one or both. But
please come and be part of
the discussion. The
Governance Council hopes to
see you there.
Kathy Duckett,
Church Moderator

This month, you will hear our children’s angelic voices in church as we worship
through music!
The following are our weekly themes for the month of February:
Our theme in January was
Lamontville and Mission, which
will continue through March as we
collect a weekly offering in Sunday
school to be used to purchase an
animal through Heifer International!

Feb 5: Love your enemies - to love both friends and enemies
Feb 12: Give, pray, fast - to learn the Lord's Prayer and other spiritual practices
Feb 19: Building on the rock - to learn to build faith on a solid foundation
Feb 26: Hidden treasure - to compare God’s kingdom to finding treasure
Yours in Christ,
Sarah Goyette, Sunday School Superintendent
978-868-4967

Youth Group
Update
When the chaperones polled TCC’s
youth group, which include grades
7 through 12, they told us that they
wanted to participate in outreach
and retreats this year. There was a
resounding call to attend another
retreat at Craigville Retreat Center
for two nights. Because this is their
youth group we have obliged and
are excitedly planning our
participation in the following two
events this winter as we continue
our work and study of the Bridge Initiative.
First: On Feb 10-11 the youth group will join ReachOut
Worcester staff and Guides to offer food, “care packages”
and, most importantly, a kind word and a listening ear to
people in need. These activities are preceded and followed by
times of sharing and reflection. It is our hope that the youth
will be able to witness to the congregation from this
experience.
Youth group has been asked to bring food as well as 20 “care
packages” from TCC; these care packages should include
Travel-size toiletries (e.g. shampoo, deodorant, lotion,
Chapstick, toothpaste, toothbrush, shaving cream/disposable
razors, tampons**), new and/or gently used hats and/or
gloves, and NEW white men's socks. **Please DO NOT

bring aftershave or mouthwash containing alcohol** If you
are able to contribute any of these items please drop them off
at TCC on or before Sunday, January 29. We will be
inventorying the donations and shopping for any additional
items needed for the trip at that youth group meeting.
Mary Robbins, from WAMS (Worcester Area Mission
Society), will be joining us in worship on January 29 to
discuss the work of WAMS. Following the worship she will
meet with us to discuss details and answer any remaining
questions.
Second: On March 3-5 we plan to attend a weekend at
Craigville Retreat Center which is run by MACUCC. The
theme of the weekend is a Journey to the Heart of Lent.
“Through art, music, writing, and movement, we’ll explore
how we can use this season to grow in love for ourselves, our
loved ones, our enemies, the earth, and God. In between great
meals and long walks on the beach, teens will work together
to create a Lenten devotional that they can use themselves and
share with others.”
None of these events
would be possible without
the support of TCC and the
youth group families.
Thank you to the
revitalization funds for
supporting these youth
group opportunities.

Looking for
Sweaters!
I recently found a pattern for
mittens with fleece linings made
from used sweaters. I would like to
try to make some for the fair, but I
need the sweaters! Please let me
know if you have any used sweaters that I could use that you
would be willing to donate. Wool ones would be best, but I
have also seen them made with light weight sweaters as well.
Thanks! Wanda Wilson 978-597-6803

church’s ministerial search; she is on the committee and they
have a possible candidate now but he most be voted in by a
two-thirds majority. They are having a week of prayer and
more discussions before people are ready to make a decision.
Their previous minister retired over a year ago and they are
feeling the loss of a steady, spiritual leader.
We are offering up prayers at TCC for our sister church. Our
Sunday school classes have been learning about our
connection to our sister church that was started when Pastor
Gail was here. They have heard about the area of South Africa
and learned about the church. They watched a video of a
service and are now writing letters to the children there and
making a surprise project for them. We will mail a parcel
soon. Flo’s birthday is January 31 and we will send our
wishes to her again while giving thanks for our friendship and
connection. She always says “God Bless” to all of you.

1-Clifford LaCount; 11-Paul
Martineau; 13-Tad Rochette;
14-Isabella Culotta and Olivia
Hunt; 15-Rachel Vincent;
19-Heather Nixon; 20-Alice
Struthers; 21-Joshua Gruber;
22-Esme Boris; 25-Charles
Hersey, Linda Ireland and Cindy
Miller

BEYOND
OUR WALLS
Messages from Lamontville
June Cloutier, Correspondent
Flo got our Christmas card for the New Year and was thrilled
with all the signatures and notes from all of you. She is still
finding messages to read on it. She had a lovely holiday in
Johannesburg with two of her sons and families, and was
happy to talk to her third son and family for New Year’s Eve.
She came back to Lamontville feeling refreshed. Schools had
been closed for several weeks for the holiday and it’s warm
weather there so it’s a longer vacation for many. Flo and
others are planning a trip to the beach for the students at the
care center. She was grateful for the help of a new company
which is making nutritional snack packs and sandwiches for
the children at the center. They have received help in painting
the center with bright happy colors, too. She feels that the
Lord has been so good to them. Flo asked for prayers in their

OUR BLESSINGS:
We join with John and Elaine
D'Angelillo as they celebrate 58
years of marriage on January 3. We give thanks that Ben
Mulrenan's dizzy spells are only from dehydration. We also
give thanks for the great works of our Village Common
Children's Center. Lorraine Misner’s skin cancer has been
reduced from 50% coverage to only 10%; although there is no
cure for this type of cancer, we give thanks that her ongoing
treatments are having a positive effect. Linda Ireland’s son,
Kelly, will be leaving Australia and traveling to many
different locations with his girlfriend; we pray for their safety
and also give thanks for this opportunity they both have to see
some of the world. Chris Clish gives thanks and praise for the
medical staff that handled her cardiac catheterization recently,
and for Sherrie Cloutier who provided transportation. Louis
DuBreuil gives thanks for a wonderful 91st birthday
celebration with his family.

OUR CONCERNS:
We continue to pray for Tracy Winslow who has run into
some unfortunate setbacks in her testing. We will keep the
Ryders in our prayers as Melinda seeks to find medical
answers, and as they prepare to sell their home and move to
their new home in April. We pray for all our country's
veterans, that they may receive the medical help they need.
We join with many in mourning the passing of Carrie Fisher
and her mother, Debbie Reynolds. We offer prayers of
condolence for Lee McTighe and her extended family as they
mourn the passing of two cousins, George Lincoln and Sherri
Ballagreen. We pray with Emily Bruns for her friend on the
recent loss of her mother. We also pray with Megan Bruns'
friend whose grandmother is undergoing surgery. We pray for
the safety of all in the aftermath of the ice storm that
impacted a large portion of the US. We offer prayers for our
incoming government officials, that their hearts will be open
to the needs of the people. We offer prayers of unity for our
nation. We keep the people of Lamontville in our prayers as
they search for a new pastor who will serve three area
churches. We join Summer Goyette in praying for her cat,
Chloe, who is very ill. We join Deb Reeves in praying for her
extended family after the passing of a beloved father. We
pray for a local family on the unexpected death of their 27year-old son; we pray for all those who suffer with the urge
to end their lives. We keep the Clark family in our prayers as
Carol is having a hard time with her chemo treatments. We
pray that Tracy Winslow’s surgery goes smoother this time
around. We pray that those considering changes to the
nation’s medical plan are aware of the impact they will have
on actual people and that lives are at stake.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for Phil
Andexler as he deals with
unexpected medical issues; for
John D'Angelillo as he continues to recover from a back
injury; for Russ Moore who is in hospital for a heart
procedure; for George Gagliardi who is about to embark on
a new treatment for his heart; for a friend of Carole Gustafson
who is healing from a lung injury; for the secretary of the
Methodist Church, Chrissy, who has broken her leg in two
places; for Kate Silva as she recovers from her back surgery,
for Nicole Nicholas as she recovers from shoulder surgery,
and for Chris Clish as she recovers from a cardiac procedure.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Louise Coalter’s cousin, Dorothy; Bill, who
is the husband of Heather’s birth mother; Susan Riggins;
Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine M who has cutaneous T
cell lymphoma; a friend of Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who
has breast cancer; Tammy Blackburn’s aunt, breast cancer;
Paul Martineau’s work-friend, Diane; Cathy Hill’s sister,
Morag, who has lymphoma; Pastor Sally Calhoun, leukemia;
Lyn Bennett’s mother who has colon cancer; Pastor Mark’s
cousin, Diane, who has terminal cancer; Lee McTighe’s
cousin, Tony, who has lung cancer; George Bruns (Ken’s
father) who has colon cancer; Louise Coalter’s friend,
Sherrie, who has lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee
Peroni’s sister-in-law), who has a rare brain cancer; Debbie
who has leukemia; Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor Mark;
Carol Clark; Jack Austin (Emily Bruns’ father) whose cancer
is not treatable.

LECTIONARY, FEBRUARY 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS

February 5, 2017 - Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12)
Psalm: Psalm 112:1-9 (10)
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)
Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20

Read Across Europe!

February 12, 2017 - Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 or Sirach 15:15-20
Psalm: Psalm 119:1-8
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Gospel: Matthew 5:21-37

Program runs until March 31, 2017 - once you’re
registered, each qualifying book you read earns you one
ticket to put toward various European-based prizes in our
raffle.

February 19, 2017 - Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Leviticus 19:1-2, 9-18
Psalm: Psalm 119:33-40
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 3:10-11, 16-23
Gospel: Matthew 5:38-48

Open to all ages.

February 26, 2017 - Transfiguration Sunday
First reading: Exodus 24:12-18
Psalm: Psalm 2 or Psalm 99
Second reading: 2 Peter 1:16-21
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9

Sunday

Monday

Come to the Townsend Public Library for the “Read Across
Europe” Winter Reading program 2017.

Qualifying books include any that are written by a
European author, or are about
Europe.

Stop by the library anytime
they’re open or register online at
www.townsendlibrary.org
(Library hours: Tues. & Wed. 10am 9pm; thurs. 2-9pm; Fri. 10am - 5pm;
Sat. 10am - 2pm; Sundays until April
23 1-5pm)
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Friday

GOD IS STILL
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February 2017
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5 Worship/SS

6

1

2

Saturday

3

4
8am Saturday
work team

6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Snr Choir

7

8

9

10

11

16

17

18

24

25

6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Snr Choir

COMMUNION

12 Worship/SS 13

14

15

6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Snr Choir 6:30pm Council

19 Worship/SS 20

21

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

26 Worship/SS 27

22

23

6pm Knit/Crochet
7:30pm Snr Choir

28

After worship:
7:30pm Handbells
church discussion
Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

SUPPER??
5-6:30 PM

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

