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Please join us on the second Sunday in
January and help us welcome new
members Darlene Champagne and Dr.
Bradley Bauer! Darlene has been
attending along with her children several
years now and Brad has recently relocated
to the Townsend area after living in metro
Boston since 2010. In addition to
welcoming them
in worship, we
will have a
special
celebration cake
during coffee
hour at
Fellowship Hall.
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Turkey Supper!
Please plan on joining us for the first
supper of 2017. We will be serving our
famous turkey dinner on January 28 from
5 to 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. The signup sheets for donations of food and
workers for that evening will soon be
available after Sunday services. Linda
Ireland is overseeing this supper - look
for announcements in the weekly Spirit
for updates. Working at the supper is a
wonderful way to meet new friends, catch
up on news, and provide a night out for
those who enjoy our meal! Sign up
soon; you’ll be glad you did!

According to Mark

As we close 2016 we begin a
pivotal year in the life of Townsend
Congregational Church, UCC. Since
I arrived in the summer of 2014, we
have been through a lot of re-newal. We had a lightning strike
to the steeple which rocked us back on our heels but we rallied
to fix not just the steeple, but also, with your generosity, the
clock tower, the belfry, and with the help of some major gifts,
the front portico and columns. We undertook a project to
understand what it means to be a vital church, and a team of
us went to Maine and undertook a year-long journey to bring
back to us how to re-claim our historical roots as ‘the church
that does stuff for the community’. We sought to re-energize
our ministries and begin to grow in learning and faith, and we
have new programs that are making a difference in music, for
the kids, for our Sunday worship, our faith learning initiatives,
and our teens/youth group.
There's a lot of “re-” in our journey so far. And the prefix “re” implies that we are always seeking to do what we have done
in the past, only better. As we look to wrap up the year, I’d
like to “re” think how we give to TCC.
Giving takes many forms in the world and the Church.
Traditionally we hear about a “tithe”, that phrase found deep
in the Hebrew Scriptures which required the people to give
10% of all their harvest and livestock to the Temple as a
recognition that all came from God and should be given back
to God as an act of gratitude (in modern societies, we have
converted that to 10% of our financial resources). Now Jesus
and Paul don’t say much about tithing, but the Church
inherited this Hebrew tradition of celebrating God’s many
gifts to us and as a way for us to express our gratitude and
faith.
Some members give 10% or more of their annual income.
Others would like to and aren’t there yet. Every time we ask
for pledges this topic of “tithing” comes around. So let’s
address a couple concerns:
1. Don’t get hung up on gross (before
any deductions) versus net (after taxes
and other deductions) income. Pick
either number or somewhere in
between if you want.
2. Most of us are generous givers, and
give to charities beyond the Church.
So don’t cut your contribution to TEO
or the local animal shelter, or stop
giving to the American Cancer
Society to fund the Church. All social

causes help protect and provide for what we are working
toward – realizing the Kingdom of God right here, right now,
in Townsend by providing for all creatures great and small,
and all causes which protect the dignity of each individual no
matter who you are or where you are on your faith journey.
3. The idea of tithing is daunting. What if the car breaks
down? What if my kid needs braces or I need surgery and have
unexpected expenses? Please have an emergency fund on hand
and provide for your family’s immediate needs; God wants us
to protect our loved ones and have strong families.
4. I give in other ways to the Church, am I being unfaithful if
I don’t tithe in money? No, of course not. It’s not about
amount of funds; it’s about being deliberate and faithful with
time, talent and treasure, so if you can’t do money because life
keeps throwing curve balls, then try giving in other ways.
Come learn about God’s grace in Bible study. Work on a
community supper and give back to others. Volunteer at the
VCCC and work with little ones. Come talk with me about
what your passion is, and we’ll find a place in the community
where you’re helping build God’s Kingdom and you can start
to grow spiritually and get in the habit of giving more. But
engage your heart, and feel good about your tithe combination
of time, talent, and treasure.
I’d like for us to think about this year using the 2nd Sunday of
the month for focusing our attention, prayers, and hearts on
deliberative giving. It’s a time where we can go out on a limb
a little and increase our contribution to God in joy and
gratitude in little ways. Add a little more to your regular
contribution. Sign up to help for an event in the next 3-4
weeks. Ask Pastor Mark about what’s available around town
in an area of interest you have.
We are going to call this “Trything”. It’s combining Tithing
with our “doing one new thing” but stretching ourselves to
give a little more not just once each church year, but once each
month. By gently nudging ourselves and each other toward
giving with our hearts, we will snap us out of our complacency
and maybe work toward that goal of giving what we can in
gratitude and joy to God.
So for this new year’s resolution: Write down on a piece of
paper what you do now with TCC in time, talent and treasure.
Then write down what you’d LIKE to do in the future with
TCC in time, talent, and treasure. And
then make a plan for how to get there,
starting with “Trything” a new thing
each second Sunday of the month!
And thank you most of all for thinking
and praying, deeply and deliberatively
about what we’re building at TCC.
Working together, the Kingdom of
God is both near and here!

Pastor Mark

Winter Sermon Series – Jan. 22
-Feb. 19, 2017 – “God’s Design for
Building Community”
Jan. 22 - A Place to Pray and Worship - Eph 6:18-20; James
5:13-16
Jan. 29 - A Way to see Christ in Others - Heb 10:24-25
Feb. 5 - Function over Form - Rom 12:4-5
Feb. 12 - A Place to Serve - Gal 6:2
Feb. 19 - A Witness to the World - 1 Peter 2:9-12

3-Linda Modica; 7-Jessica Swift;
9-Carol Clark; 12-Michele Busler;
13-Jason Goyette and David Wilson;
14-Rob Gosselin; 17-Louis DuBreuil
and Bob Lorenzen; 18-Jane Misner;
22-Alison Wright; 24-Nancy Lee;
28-Linda Hatch

Happy
New Year!

Giving to the
Church: Envelopes or
Electronic Banking?
As we welcome new people into our
congregation and current members start
the shift into more automated deductions
for their bills and obligations, the New
Year offers you a New Way to think
about how you give to TCC. There are two easy ways:
1. Be sure you have an ‘envelope pack’ from Jodi Burnham
and write a check or put cash in a numbered envelope. This
method has been around for many decades and allows us to
allocate contributions to an anonymous, numbered account
with identity known only to our Collector. You will receive a
mid-year and year-end statement showing your progress
toward your pledge amount (if any) in addition to how much
you’ve given.
2. Go to our website www.tccucc.org and click on the
‘Giving’ tab. You’ll see a button labeled “Donate to TCC”,
and when you click that, you will be able to decide whether
you’ll give directly from your checking/savings account or
charge your contribution from a credit card. Options for
one-time, weekly, semi-monthly, monthly, or yearly gifts can
be given in any amount, and you can choose whether to give
to the General Fund, Outreach, Revitalizaiton, or Deacons’
Fund. You will receive a mid-year and year-end statement
showing how much you’ve given in each category.
Electronic deductions (option 2) are easy and convenient, and
help us better smooth our cash flow into more equal
installments throughout the year rather than have a summer
drought (just like the weather). If you give by check, consider
making the convenient and easy switch to
electronic giving and the automatic
allocation of your giving preferences to
our various mission funding categories (if
you still want to write checks, we
love those and will accept those
too). But the point is to more
purposefully give our hearts and time, talent,
and treasure to those places we value in our
lives and spend time with: including TCC!

Our Blessings:

In January we will have a two week session focused around
our sister church in Lamontville. The kids will learn about our
relationship with this other church and will make gifts to send
to children across the world!
I would like to offer heartfelt thanks to everyone who
volunteered in our Sunday school this fall/winter. Please
consider helping out again this winter/spring!!!
Yours in Christ’s name,
Sarah Goyette
Sunday School Superintendent

Pastor Mark gives
thanks for his two-week respite in November,
and for the people who provided such
excellent service at his resort in the Dominican
Republic. We celebrate with Kim Emerson that
her friend, Rob, is cancer free. Cathy Parsons
gives thanks that she had a happy
Thanksgiving celebration with her sister; and
that her sister is now more accepting of
Cathy’s daughter’s life choices. We celebrate with Trenton and
the rest of the Goyette family, as his great grandfather turns 97
years old. Although we will keep Pastor Mark’s friend, Mary Lou
in our prayers, we give thanks that her cancer treatments are

going well and she is more optimistic about her future. June
Cloutier passed a message on to us from Flo in Lamontville, who
is thankful and very excited about the start of special services for
the elderly in her community, and for those who have come
forward to help others in their congregation. Congratulations to
Beth Klein’s son, Kristopher, who was awarded Townsend
Firefighter of the year for 2016. Congratulations also to Holly
Gustafson who recently announced her engagement. Julie
Winslow gives thanks for the beautiful remembrance for Caitlyn
who passed away a year ago. We celebrate with Jody Burnham;
her son and daughter-in-law are expecting a baby next summer.
We join with Emily Bruns in wishing her mother a good
transition into her new home in Florida. We give thanks for the
children of our church and the joy they bring into our lives. We
celebrate with the Genoter family as Kyra became a teenager on
12/12. We also celebrate with the Murray family for having both
of their daughters home with them for the holidays. Lily Goyette
gives thanks for being a part of “Destination Imagination” with
some of her friends. We celebrate with Corey Martineau who has
been accepted into both of the two top culinary schools in the US.
As we listened to the Agape Handbell Choir playing the old
handbells for possibly the last time on December 18, we reflect
on the past 40 years that they have been in service and give
thanks for all those who have given of their time and talents to
create beautiful music to enhance our worship experience. We
celebrate with Lee McTighe and her extended family on the
announcement of Christopher’s engagement to Gretchen Leary.
We give thanks for TCC being “home” for our children. Dorothy
DuBreuil gives thanks for her grandchildren who surprised her by
decorating her home for Christmas while she was out for the day;
she’s had a troublesome year with her health and was not feeling
the spirit of Christmas until that moment. Carole Gustafson gives
thanks that she was able to celebrate Christmas with the birth
parents of Laura and Holly.

Our Concerns:

Summer Goyette’s teacher’s mother
passed away recently; we offer prayers of comfort for all those
who are grieving. We also offer prayers of comfort for Dick Lee
and his extended family as they mourn the passing of his Aunt
Elizabeth on November 25. We offer prayers for the Standing
Rock Sioux Tribe and all those who are supporting their cause.
We pray for all those who have suffered losses caused by the fires
in Tennessee. We offer prayers of condolence for the family and
friends of Elbert Tompkins who passed away on December 2. We
also offer prayers of condolence for the Pastor of the Townsend
Methodist Church, Chris Jones, whose father passed away on
December 1. We pray for the tens of thousands of people trapped
in war zones. As our winter weather gets underway, we pray for
the safety of all those who must travel in poor conditions. We
keep the Mulrenan family in our prayers. We keep Lee Mctighe
in our prayers as she has been without water since the 12/12
power outage. We pray for the safety of Jillian Hersey as she
begins her driver’s education program. We pray for Laura
Gustafson as she deals with expensive car issues.

Our Cancer Fighters:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all those in
our immediate and extended families who are in the
midst of battling cancer, and for all those who care for
and support them. Louise Coalter’s cousin,
Dorothy; Bill, who is the husband of Heather’s
birth mother; Susan Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend,

Cathy; Lorraine M who has cutaneous T cell lymphoma; a friend
of Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who has breast cancer; Tammy
Blackburn’s aunt, breast cancer; Paul Martineau’s work-friend,
Diane; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma; Pastor
Sally Calhoun, leukemia; Lyn Bennett’s mother who has colon
cancer; Pastor Mark’s cousin, Diane, who has terminal cancer;
Lee McTighe’s cousin, Tony, who has lung cancer; George Bruns
(Ken’s father) who has colon cancer; Louise Coalter’s friend,
Sherrie, who has lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee Peroni’s
sister-in-law), who has a rare brain cancer; and for Isabella, a
child in Townsend who has leukemia; Debbie who has leukemia;
Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor Mark.

COMMUNITY NEWS
MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 x1411
during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5)
and you will be able to speak with a
licensed mental health professional, or an advanced level graduate
student, who will discuss the situation with you, and then call you
back with a referral which meets your therapeutic needs,
insurance, schedule availability and immediate openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the Nashoba
Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out TADS web site
at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site for MSPP
INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith

Troop 10 CPR Class - January 21, 2017
Would you know what to do in an
emergency?
Troop 10 will be holding a CPR and First
Aid fund-raiser to benefit Troop 10 of the
Boy Scouts.
January 21, 2017 ; 9am to 4pm
Townsend Congregational Church
$25 minimum donation
Additional $10 for an American Heart
Assoc. card, good for two years
Registration deadline is January 9, 2017
Contact: troop10townsend.info@gmail.com
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Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

LECTIONARY, JANUARY 2017
January 1, 2017 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: Isaiah 63:7-9
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Hebrews 2:10-18
Gospel: Matthew 2:13-23
January 8, 2017 - First Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm: Psalm 29
Second reading: Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17
January 15, 2017 - Second Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah 49:1-7
Psalm: Psalm 40:1-11
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Gospel: John 1:29-42

January 22, 2017 - Third
Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Isaiah
9:1-4
Psalm: Psalm 27:1, 4-9
Second reading: 1
Corinthians 1:10-18
Gospel: Matthew
4:12-23
January 29, 2017- Fourth
Sunday after the Epiphany
First reading: Micah 6:1-8
Psalm: Psalm 15
Second reading: 1
Corinthians 1:18-31
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

