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 November Lectionary
 Our Calendar

HOLIDAY FAIR
PICK-UP
CHOIR
NOVEMBER 6
You are invited to sing with the choir on
November 6. The anthem will be a
familiar piece. If you would like to sing
that Sunday, come to the rehearsal at 9:50
that morning. If you have any questions,
please contact Renée Fossey at 978-5978321.

There are so many ways you can help with
the Holiday Fair – small ways and large.
As of October 24, we have a little under 4
weeks until November 19.
Many of our needs are
covered on pages 4 and 5
of this newsletter.
Take a look. You
might be surprised
at what calls to you.

According to Mark

This November is an interesting
time for the church as we wrap up
the end of our 3-year lectionary
cycle and begin again to where it all
began … Lectionary 'A', the start of the Christian New Year.
Have you ever wondered why we pick the scriptures the way
we do? Why not just read them from front to back, starting
from Genesis and ending in Revelations?
It’s not possible to read an entire book of the Bible in the
context of a single church service. In today’s fast-moving
world, it’s not even possible to pay attention to a single
chapter. In 1969, the Second Vatican Council’s reforms
produced a 3-year study of the Bible for use in congregations,
and Protestants modified that to allow us to be able to read
each of the Gospel stories of Jesus’ teachings and journeys
(Matthew, Mark, and Luke) in each of 3 years, beginning with
the first Sunday of Advent every year. The Fourth Gospel, the
Gospel of John, is written in very different style and format
than the others and it is sprinkled into each of the 3 years
during the seasons of Advent, Lent, Christmas, and Easter
Week.

When we see ourselves in these stories, connected through our
experiences and cultural connections, we can indeed see how
the Bible comes alive. It is amazing for us to have that ‘aha’
moment where we get a glimpse that God has been active in
our life in a way we didn’t expect, in a way that we truly had
prayed for, but with a method and result that was a total
surprise and pointed us in a different direction.
So as we approach Thanksgiving this year, I am thankful for
the opportunity to reveal the Revised Common Lectionary to
not just you, but to my own heart, and to take that journey
together to discover cool new things about each of us, and all
of us. I am also grateful for all of you who read about what we
do, who we are, and know that you are welcome to journey
with us at any time, knowing that our home is your home. We
have just wrapped up a series on hospitality and seeing what
that means in welcoming friends and neighbors we have not
seen in a while or ones who are new to us. Come and
experience a new place of friendship and fellowship this
Holiday Season, and welcome to the New Year.

Pastor Mark
CHRISTMAS
FLOWERS FOR THE
ALTAR

We read our Old Testament lessons from a list that relates
those readings to the Gospels each week, so that the Old and
New Testaments tie together and relate to one another
pointing toward God’s revealing message through Christ, and
we can see that through the prophets. That’s why many of our
OT passages are from Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Isaiah, and we don’t
see much from the book of Numbers, Chronicles, or Leviticus.
Also, the books of the Bible are not written in chronological
order. So reading the Bible from front to back would be a
challenge, since it jumps around from time to place and, with
the Gospels, tells the same stories but in different lenses on
what is said and where it happens. So it can get really
confusing unless we start to chunk the Bible into more discrete
sections and lessons that we can then focus on.
Last, we need to relate all of these things to our daily lives.
While I’m sure all of you are just dying to find out why the
Jebusites built the Temple in a certain way or wore this type
of tunic or that kind of robe, we hunger for how these ancient
texts, stories, analogies, and allegories relate to us today. I
revel in studying these texts and the challenge of putting the
stories of the Bible into the stories of our lives, and in the 2.5
years we’ve been together we do this through examining
current events, our own life stories, some Broadway plays
(like ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’, ‘Carousel’, ‘Oklahoma’, ‘Rent’)
and some rock operas and hits (think The Who’s ‘Tommy’ or
any number of songs by Cheap Trick or the Rolling Stones).

Deadline for placing orders is
December 2.
POINSETTIAS
6" Red, White, Pink, Burgundy,
Ice Crystals, Marble $8.00
8" Red, White, Burgundy, Red & White $18.00
10" Red, White, Pink $25.00
16" bowl Red, White, Red & White $50.00
CYCLAMEN
4 ½ " Red, White, Assorted
6"

$5.00

Red, White, Assorted $8.00

6" CHRISTMAS CACTUS Asst. Colors $8.00
To order, Contact Michelle Enright at 978-597-8012 or
michelleenright25@comcast.net. There will also be a sign-up
sheet in Fellowship Hall.
Payments must be made by December 18 - cash or check;
please make check out to Townsend Congregational Church.

Hello, and
Welcome to
TCC Sunday
School!!!
There are a couple of things
that we are currently
seeking in our classrooms...

On a personal note... I’d like to offer much heartfelt thanks to
everyone for being so generous and supportive during Jason’s
knee surgery and recovery... your prayers and gifts of meals
were so uplifting and helpful to our family... it takes a village
to raise children and I truly feel blessed to be a part of such
a hospitable and caring village called Townsend
Congregational Church!!!
Sincere blessings to you all,
Sarah Goyette

1. Volunteers: As our
youngest classroom is
growing, we would benefit from more adult supervision to
allow the teacher to keep focus on the lesson.
2. Nut-free snacks and juice boxes for Sunday school snack
(please leave donations in the CE office).
3. We are all set with paper towel rolls and shoe boxes! Thank
you for the donations!!!

Save the Dates!!!
Saturday, Nov. 19: Holiday Fair (As a church we provide
childcare in the preschool room so that parents can shop while
their kids do crafts! We need adults and teens to help out in
shifts so that we have plenty of supervision and help with
crafts and cookie decorating!)

Sunday, Nov. 20: No Sunday School
Classes; children should meet at 10:00 am in
fellowship hall for our annual TURKEY
HUNT!!!

Sunday, Nov. 27: Advent Wreath
Workshop will be in fellowship hall
before and after worship service. ($15
material fee - please let me know if you
need financial assistance for this.)

Sunday, Dec. 4: During Sunday School we will prepare and
practice for our Live Nativity - All kids should attend!
Saturday, Dec. 10: 4 pm Live Nativity on the lawn behind
the church, followed by hot soup and goodies in fellowship
hall! Join us as we prepare for the anticipated GIFT FROM
GOD... the birth of a KING! Hear the narrated story and sing
familiar carols as you watch the nativity come to life!
Saturday, Dec. 24: 4 pm Family Christmas Eve Service

Poetry Corner

BLESS OUR MILITARY
Called to serve, protect and fight
For our freedoms – what is right.
Men and women fighting there
Sacrificing all they care.
Leaving home, a family,
Parents, spouses, children be
Praying for their safe return,
Never knowing what they’ll learn.
God bless soldiers young and old
Keep their hearts from growing cold.
May they know at home we pray
For their safety night and day.
Thank you Lord for these brave souls,
Bless them all – bring safely home!
Christine Clish

1-MaryBeth Collins; 2-Grant
Bruns; 6-Stephen Gay;
8-Kimberly Woj cuilewicz;
11-Danielle Beauchesne and Beth
Klein; 13-Gabriella Dube;
20-Dick Lee; 21-Pam Guba;
2 2 -R u t h A n n e W o o d w a r d ;
23-Bailey Mulrenan; 24-Jennifer
Davidson; 29-Holly Gustafson

HOLIDAY
FAIR
November 19
As of this writing, our annual fair is less than 4 weeks away!
These weeks of preparation always seem to fly by so fast.
With thanks to everyone who has stepped forward, we have
every church table covered; please see below special requests
from many of these chairpersons.
The fair is being co-chaired once again by June Cloutier and
Cathy Hill, and there is a sign-up poster for you to review and
pick a fun area to help out in for as long as you can spare on
the day of the fair. Even an hour or two is a big help and
allows all our participants time to have lunch in the Bistro and
browse the wide variety of crafters and church tables!

If you would prefer, you may email June
(junecloutier@verizon.net) what you can do on fair day.
It’s a fun time to pull out your festive garb a little early and
enter into the spirit of community and giving.
Also, if you are reading this online, look to the end for a copy
of the fair flier - if you’re willing (and have enough color ink),
please print and post this flier at your favorite locations. Or
pick up a glittery pre-printed copy after worship.
Cathy Hill

RAFFLE BASKETS FOR THE FAIR
These creative baskets have always been a very successful part of the fair thanks to all the wonderful
baskets donated by members of the congregation. Whether you are an “old hand” at this or want to jump
in for the first time, please participate by picking a theme and filling a basket with items related to that
theme. These baskets will be raffled in a traditional “Chinese Auction” way. If you would like to
participate, look for the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall after church. It really helps Beth to know ahead
of time how many baskets she will have to arrange - donald.klein2@verizon.net.

Cash Raffle!
Nancy Clough and Team Coalter are
running the cash raffle again this year - with
a grand prize of $300, a second prize of
$200 and a third prize of $100. The tickets
are printed and we now need everyone in
the church to help find people who would
be excited about taking a chance on winning $300!
See Nancy, Bill or Louise any Sunday after church
and they will be very pleased to share their tickets
with you.

Bake Table
So, what’s your baking specialty? Cookies, brownies, breads,
muffins, coffee cakes? Whatever it is, please consider making
something for the bake table at our Holiday Fair. We have
many fabulous bakers in our church and last year we had a

table full of yummy treats. Let’s do it again. Wherever
possible, please package for individual sales. Questions? Call
Karen Baer 978-597-2192.

APPLE PIES!
Apple Pie Night will be on
November 4, 2016 from 6:30-9ish. No matter what baking
skills you have, you are welcome to join this
high-spirited evening filled with fun and fellowship.
Bakers of all ages gather together and work side by
side with our apples, corers, bowls and peelers to
mix and form over 60 pies that will be frozen and sold
in the day of the fair.
Whether or not you can come on NOVEMBER 4 there are
a variety of ways to participate: make pie dough (recipe
provided), donate flour, sugar, butter, provide freezer space
until the fair, or plan to help at the table on the day of the
fair. There may also be last minute prep opportunities if you

would just like to be on-call. REMEMBER TO ORDER
YOUR PIE EARLY! Put a pie on hold for you and your
family to enjoy! Sign up at coffee hour after service or by
contacting June Cloutier.

Santa’s Workshop
In preparation for the childcare room at our
holiday fair, we need volunteers to help out
with watching children for an hour or so. We also need
volunteers to bake sugar cookies and to donate frosting and
sprinkles; these are always a big hit with the kids.
Look for the weekly Spirit and directed emails for more
details as we get closer to the big day.

THE GREENS TABLE IS SEEKING
BASKETS OF ALL SHAPES AND SIZES!
If you have any, bring them to the church or
contact Wanda Wilson.

Church Craft Table –

Please think of donating
a handmade or craft item to our TCC craft table. It can be
anything and will make up a very eclectic assortment of work;
whether it be knitting, photography, painting, drawing, toy
making, jewelry, sewing, etc. We are a very talented church
and we'd like to show the community. The donation may be
priced by the artist and will be returned if not sold.

EVERGREENS!
The Greens Table
Committee needs a large
amount of greens (balsam,
laurel, cedar, winterberries, etc.) to
make the arrangements and sprays for the Greens
Table. We will be collecting greens on Saturday,
November 5 at 9 am this year instead of
Veterans Day weekend. We will meet in
front of the church; please let Wanda
know if you will be joining us. We
will be making the greens
arrangements on Thursday,
November 17 at 6:30 in the vestry.

BOOKS!

Don’t forget to go through
your book shelves and bring us all those gems
that you’re ready to pass on to another avid
reader!

As usual, we need a few 3' card tables to use with
the Bistro. Please let June or Cathy know if you
can loan us one of these.

Re-Gifting Table

– We are having a table of
re-gifted items in like-new condition that you are happy to
pass along. This will be a place primarily for kids to shop for
family members. These could be brought in early November
and we’ll save them until the fair.

SOME REPAIRS/UPGRADES TO
CONSIDER

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact June Cloutier at junecloutier@verizon.net or
Cathy Hill at chill01469@gmail.com.

we can prayerfully consider them as we present our 2017
budget at our annual budget planning meeting.
Kathy Duckett, Moderator

As we look forward to planning our 2017 budget, the
following are some ideas Michelle has presented on
needed repairs to the church. Of course, all of these
cost money and we will need to decide what our
priorities are with the financial resources we have
available for 2017 and beyond. Your tithe is what
allows us to keep our church running and supports our
programs.
What ideas do you have for church building
needs? Please bring your ideas to the Council so

2017 capital repairs for consideration, presented
by Michelle Enright
On demand hot water system for upstairs
kitchen: the system we have now does not
provide water that is hot enough to do dishes
when we have an event.
Sprinkler system in sanctuary: This has come
up before but discussion was postponed due to
the economy; this is our most precious asset and

it needs protection. The estimate in 2002 was
$10,000, so it may be higher at this time. The
vestry also needs some sprinkler heads
pointing down, in case we decide to install a
suspended ceiling at a later date.
Replace the stoves in upstairs kitchen: I
recommend 5 burner stoves to accommodate
the oversized pots. Quotes from Home Depot
are: $800 for single oven or $1,200 for 2 ovens;
this does not include installation costs. We
should also get quotes from Forest Appliance,
as his purchase price includes installation.
Also, funds should be put aside to change any
lights that need new ballasts to LED fixtures,
these lights are 15 years old and it is becoming
less cost-effective to keep repairing them.
Looking ahead to 2018: Change all the light
fixtures downstairs to LED; they are on all day, 5
days a week.
2019: Change all the light fixtures upstairs to LED.

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for the pets in our
lives who offer us unconditional
love. We give thanks for those who organized our first free
community suppers in September and October. We give
thanks for the talents and caring nature of our church’s
administrative assistant, John Mims. We join with Linda
Whitman in giving thanks for her husband’s health 3 years
after being shot 3 times. A big thanks to everyone who
participated in our first turkey supper of the season. We are
also thankful for the beautiful fall flower arrangements in
the chancel. We give thanks for the monies collected at the
community hymn-sing (in August) that went to support
TEO. We give thanks to all who helped with Greg’s Run on
October 8. The Winslow family gives thanks for all the
prayers and support they have received since Tracy’s
multiple diagnoses. We were very happy to have Cy and
Gail Kendrick visiting with us on 10/9 and they give thanks
for the legacy of hospitality that continues at TCC. We
celebrate with Kyra Genoter as her soccer team won first
place in a tournament on October 8. Bailey Mulrenan gives
thanks for all the prayers and support she has received since
being diagnosed with diabetes type I. We give thanks for
the joint outing our youth had with St. Johns; they had a

great time at Six Flags. We joined with Bill and
Louise Coalter as they celebrated 49 years of
marriage on October 14. The Cloutiers are
thankful for all the prayers since their father’s
deaths, and are also thankful that both of them
lived long and full lives. We give thanks for all
who helped with the community event “Panic at
the Pond” that raised about $3,000 for TEO. We
give thanks for our great Sunday School
program and pray that our children come
through this program knowing their worth
and their place in God’s world. We also give
thanks that the VCCC re-licensing process
went well. We celebrate with Pastor Mark on
Grace winning second place in a Halloween
costume competition - she was a “candy
striper”. Meg Genoter gives thanks that she was
able to get her 86 year-old mother from her home in
Maine to attend the first marriage of any of her
grandchildren. We give thanks for people visiting Jessie
Marshall and for her doing well as she recuperates from her
fall. We give thanks that Kathy Duckett’s friend, Toni, is
home from the hospital and doing much better. We keep
Jackson in our prayers as he gets the academic help he
needs at school. We celebrate with the Swenors on the first
birthday of their great granddaughter. We give thanks that
Jason Goyette is healing ahead of schedule and is able to
return to work. We celebrate with the Capone family as
Deanna turned 16 on October 25. We are thankful that Paul
Martineau has recovered quickly from his heart surgery.

OUR CONCERNS:
We pray for all those who lost loved ones in the October
shooting at Macy’s. We pray for the people of Syria. We
pray for Pastor Molly and her church in CA that just had a
fire in the sanctuary. We join with Lisa in praying for a
positive outcome in her custody battle, and for all those
who must go through this painful process. We offer prayers
of consolation for Sherrie Cloutier and her extended family
on the passing of her father, Dr. Donald Taylor, on October
5; he was 93 years old and had been struggling with
emphysema. We pray for all those who were in the path of
Hurricane Matthew, especially those who lost everything in
Haiti and the U.S.; may God’s grace be with them. We offer
prayers of condolence for Lee McTighe’s friend Candy
who is mourning the loss of her brother Joseph Kane who
passed away on October 2. We pray for Tammy
Blackburn’s niece, Elizabeth, who had a seizure during
surgery and is now in a coma. We keep Steve Cloutier and
his extended family in our prayers as they mourn the
passing of his father. As we remember the millions of lives
lost in wars over the last 100 years, we pray for greater
wisdom and compassion for our leaders and all the peoples
of the world. We offer prayers of condolence for the family
and friends of Lucille Forest who passed away
unexpectedly on October 12. We offer prayers of comfort
for the family and friends of Jim Gage who passed away on
October 22. We pray for the person who stole Pastor
Mark’s credit card, that they may find what they truly need.
Kristina Wilson’s partner, Brian, lost a friend unexpectedly
after a heart attack; we offer prayers of comfort for those
who grieve his passing. We pray for the family and friends
of the construction workers who perished in the tragic
accident in Boston. We pray with Kathy Perkins who
misses her children and hopes for a reconciliation. We keep
Ken Bruns and his family in our prayers as he mourns the
passing of his cousin, and as his father begins his cancer
treatments. Lee McTighe has a long-time friend who is in
an abusive relationship; we pray this friend receives the
help she needs. We pray for all those grieving the loss of
the 16 year-old boy who was washed away in a Nashua
storm drain.

OUR HEALING
PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for Judy
Paglia (TCC bookkeeper), for
Dorothy DuBreuil as she recovers
from her eye surgery; for Jessie
Marshall as she recovers from a
fall; for Paul Martineau as he
recovers from heart surgery; for Tracy Winslow as she
continues her recovery from surgery; for Jason Goyette who
is recovering well from his knee surgery; for Kim
Wojcuilewicz’s father-in-law, Mike, recovering from open

heart surgery on 10/24 - 3 of his arteries were completely
blocked; for Carol Aho who is in a medically induced
coma; for Jim Kreidler’s (Town Administrator) father who
was just in a bad accident and in critical condition; for
George Gagliardi who is at MA General being treated for
heart failure.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended
families who are in the midst of battling
cancer, and for all those who care for and
support them. Louise Coalter’s cousin,
Dorothy; Bill, who is the husband of Heather’s birth
mother; Susan Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy;
Lorraine M who has cutaneous T cell lymphoma; a friend
of Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who has breast cancer;
Tammy Blackburn’s aunt who has been battling
metastasized breast cancer for 10 years; Paul Martineau’s
sister-in-law who has been diagnosed with breast cancer,
and his work-friend, Diane; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who
has lymphoma; Pastor Sally Calhoun, leukemia; Kim
Emerson’s friend who has lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s
mother who has colon cancer; Pastor Mark’s cousin, Diane,
who has terminal cancer; Lee McTighe’s cousin, Tony,
who has lung cancer; George Bruns (Ken’s father) who has
colon cancer; Louise Coalter’s friend, Sherrie, who has
lung cancer; Ashley Peroni (Karen Lee Peroni’s sister-inlaw), who has a rare brain cancer; and for Isabella, a child
in Townsend who has leukemia.

If you call her to make an appointment, she will also be
happy to show these items to you. They are:
Tall, Cherry wood entertainment center, like new.
Small desk, mostly pine wood, painted blue, great
condition.
X-Large Oak wood entertainment center from late 80's
but in great condition.
X-large Office desk, Oak, great condition.
You may call or email Rebecca at: 978-877-0502 or
2herseykids@gmail.com

COMMUNITY NEWS
MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental
health referral service that is
available for all residents in
Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby.
Just call 888-244-6843 x1411 during normal business hours
(M-F, 9-5) and you will be able to speak with a licensed
mental health professional, or an advanced level graduate
student, who will discuss the situation with you, and then
call you back with a referral which meets your therapeutic
needs, insurance, schedule availability and immediate
openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web
site for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
See answers on page 9

Submitted by Pam Snaith

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?
Louis and Dorothy DuBreuil have some furniture in their
garage for which they are seeking new homes. Rebecca
Hersey is helping them with this project and can provide
more details/dimensions and pictures for anyone interested.

Go to www.heifer.org today and give the gift
that really makes a difference!

LECTIONARY, NOVEMBER 2016
November 6, 2016 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Haggai 1:15b—2:9 Job
19:23–27a / Psalm 145:1–5, 17–21 or Psalm 98
Psalm 17:1–9
Second reading: 2 Thessalonians 2:1–5, 13–17 2
Gospel: Luke 20:27–38

November 20, 2016 - 27th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading: Jeremiah 23:1–6
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Luke 1:68–79 /
Psalm 46
Second reading: Colossians 1:11–20
Gospel: Luke 23:33–43

November 13, 2016 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost
First reading: Isaiah 65:17–25 Malachi 4:1–2a
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 12 Psalm 98
Second reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:6–13
Gospel: Luke 21:5–19

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Beginning of New church Year
November 27, 2016 - First Sunday of Advent
First reading: Isaiah 2:1–5
Psalm: Psalm 122
Second reading: Romans 13:11–14
Gospel: Matthew 24:36–44

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2016
1

2

GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING
3

4

7

8

COMMUNION

9

8am Saturday
work team

Greens
Collecting

10

11

12

17

18

19

3-7pm Family
continuity
7:30pm Snr Choir

13 Worship/SS 14

15

16

3-7pm Family
6pm
continuity
Greens
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

20 Worship

21

10am

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

Turkey Hunt

5

Apple Pie
Making

3-7pm Family
continuity
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

6 Worship/SS

Saturday

22

23
3-7pm Family
continuity
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

24

HOLIDAY
FAIR
10-3

Making
25

26

Church office
Happy
Thanksgiving! open today.

7:30pm Handbells

27 Worship/SS 28

29

Advent Wreath
7:30pm Handbells
Workshop

30
3-7pm Family
continuity
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.
Answers to puzzle on page 8: 1) Ararat; 2) Abraham; 3) Sarah; 4) Balaam; 5) Canary; 6) Panama; 7) Canada; 8) Aardvark; 9) Abracadabra; 10) Yamaha

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

