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We will be moving to a 9:30 am start and
an abbreviated summer worship service,
lasting about 45 minutes. There is no
church school during the summer. Please
be comfortable and wear summer clothes;
on really hot days we will move worship
from the Sanctuary into Fellowship Hall
where it’s air-conditioned. God wants us
to worship, not faint in the heat, so be not
afraid and come on the hot days too!
We’ll find ways to keep cool.

 July and August Lectionary
 Greg’s Run Road Race Registration

Join us for Adult
Bible Study on
Sunday mornings.
During the summer
schedule, we will be
meeting at 8:30 am.

The next ecumenical hymn-sing
will be held on the last Sunday in
August (28th) on the Common,
starting at 9 am. Refreshments
will be available BEFORE, during
and after the singing.

Agapé
Handbell
Choir
While you are enjoying the summer,
consider the possibility of joining the
Agapé Handbell Choir in the fall – new
members are always welcome! If you are
interested or have any questions, please
call Wanda Wilson at 597-6803.

According to Mark
When I was a boy, I attended
summer church camp in Colorado.
We did all kinds of fun things:
hiking in the woods, collecting
rocks and learning about all
different kinds of flowers and trees,
archery, fishing, and just being a kid in the best way
imaginable. It was an experience that was meant to steep us in
the wonder of earth’s bounty, and to appreciate God’s gifts to
experience that world in a way that was gentle, enjoyable,
repeatable, and sustainable.
We talked about how we encountered God and how enjoyable
our lives were during those long and languid days in the
Rockies. We talked about that while it was fun to enjoy all
that was given, we wondered how we could show thanks for
our lives, the gifts of our selves and our friends, and begin to
develop a gratefulness for all that we experience. We came up
with a simple, threefold exercise to end each day that would
heighten our “attitude of gratitude”:

that feels right and good? That’s what God feels like, and it
doesn’t take a lot of effort to make big changes in our lives
and the lives of others. We have spent two years since my
arrival here at TCC talking about how we can love one another
as Christ has loved us, my own personal snippet from Jesus’
sayings that I try to live by the most. It’s hard. But it helps to
have a couple of reminders, each night, to assess my day.
So as we adjourn for the summer, enjoy it, because it’s
spectacular to see God blooming in all the bright green glory
of nature. Go fishing. Collect rocks. Do some archery. Hike in
the woods. But please also take time to answer the three
questions each night, and develop a rhythm of not just
wondering about God but experiencing God. And you may be
surprised how quickly the world changes, right here, right
now, in this place we call home. Have a great summer!

Pastor Mark

1. What went well (or fun) today?
2. Were we able to right a wrong (either past or future
hurts of ourselves or others)?
3. How did we love and serve God?
In the context of summer camp, it’s not hard to answer these
questions. There’s tons of fun, and there are always little snits
with friends or groups of campers that provided ample
opportunity for relationship repair, and we worshiped at least
twice a day.
But as adults … our lives are invaded by the pressures of our
everyday lives. Groceries need to be bought, commutes are
sometimes impossibly long, people around us can act oddly or
hurtful without explanation, and there are some days where
the news cycle might make us believe that the world really is
on the brink of total international collapse.
And yet, the three questions remain. I have learned that we are
often called not to solve world peace, but if we can bring
peace to the world and relationships around us, and we each
and all tried this, then Townsend feels the combined effect.
Think about it: if each of us who read and see this newsletter
each month (about 300 of us) asked these questions each day,
we could impact a few people around us, say between 5-10
folks, whether family, friends, neighbors, or work colleagues.
What would our town be like if we could affect 1,500-3,000
people in a town of 8,000? Would we draw a little closer?
Care a little more? Visit, or call, or write a note to someone
who has been on our minds? Would the world begin to seem
a little brighter, a little lighter, a little more connected in a way

On Sunday, June 19, we were very pleased to receive four new
members into our church: Douglas and Vicki Campbell and Ed
and Carol Murray. We pray that they find all they are seeking
in their faith journey with us.

While you’re enjoying your summer
activities, stop and consider joining
the senior choir in September. We
meet for an hour and a half on
Wednesday nights and for a little while before worship on
Sunday mornings. It’s a whole lot of fun and very rewarding,
spiritually. Give it a try!

5-Debby Coalter and Rosie
Snaith; 6-Glenda Profit and
Wanda Wilson; 7-Mark Canfield;
8-Kim Emerson; 9-Laura
Gustafson; 10-Hanna Gruber;
11-Kaitlyn Baker; 22-Joan
Bullard; 24-Gary Hatch and
Benjamin Hersey; 25-Megan
Bruns and Chris Genoter;
26-Kristina Wilson; 28-Holly
Beauchesne; 31- Carole Gustafson

The school year has ended and this year it brings changes.
After 14 years of involvement, Melissa Gruber has stepped
down as the Director of the program. Melissa was an integral
part of the committee that established the program after the
church voted to go forward with a childcare center in the
space left vacant by Townsend Cooperative Preschool. We
envisioned a more comprehensive program involving full day
care in addition to a preschool enrichment program. Melissa
brought extensive knowledge to the committee after many
years working in the field of early education. Melissa was able
to direct the group as to the needed requirements and fill out
voluminous paperwork for the state licensing agency. We
opened our doors in August, 2004 with just a full day
childcare program for preschoolers. Melissa took over the
Director’s position in 2006. As the program grew Melissa saw
a need for before and after school care and eventually an
Infant/Toddler program. While our capacity is capped at 29
students at any given time, we have approximately 50 students
based on differing schedules. During her time as Director,
Melissa weathered a flood in the preschool rooms after frozen
pipes burst, as well as the worst recession we’ve had since the
Great Depression. VCCC is alive and growing and highly
regarded in the community. Melissa’s last day was June 24.
Please show your appreciation to her in person, by mail or a
phone call. This program was near and dear to her heart.
Our new Director is Carol Ciccolini, who began June 27.
Carol has extensive experience in the field of early education
from owning her own program to working in a variety of other
childcare programs. She brings a love of literacy and a head
full of ideas with her. She looks forward to being a part of this
mission outreach program of TCC and getting out in the
community. Please give her a warm welcome when you are in
the building.

1-Jodi Robinson; 2-Amanda
Rochette; 3-Alan Beauchesne;
4-Charlie Duckett; 7-Tammy
Blackburn; 8-Bruce Beauchesne and
Michael Cloutier; 11-Lyn Bennett;
12-Shannon Howard; 13-Cheryl
Simoneau; 15-Summer Goyette;
21-Jean-Paul Dube; 23-Grant
Swenor; 26-Cathy Hill and Robert
Nicoll; 28-Ryan Benson

Greg's Run Road Race
October 8, 2016, 8 am - 1 pm
TCC will host the 12th annual Greg’s Run road race on
October 8, 2016 on the Town Common. Come get some
pre-race goodies in Fellowship Hall prior to the run starting at
10 am and the complimentary lunch following the race. Fun
for the whole family, the race is a bargain at $25! Come out
and support the many area businesses who have loaned their
time and talents as well as the Townsend churches, who all
pitch in behind the scenes with willing parishioners who help
make the day a success. See registration form on page 7.
Pastor Mark

We do have more slots on the Board of Directors and would
love to have you join us as we continue to fine-tune and grow
the program. Current Board members are Carole Gustafson,
Barbara Goodwin, Carol Clark and Wendy Mattis. Please
contact Carole Gustafson if you are interested or if you know
someone who might be. More support would be welcome!

Thank you to all who
contributed to our band
concert; your time and
resources are greatly appreciated. We raised $610 while
working together and having fun reinforcing friendships. We
also were visible and involved in our community, which is
priceless.

Carole Gustafson

Michelle Enright, Chairperson

Get an early start on Holiday
Fair preparations!
I am very pleased that June Cloutier has agreed
to co-chair with me again this year to
organize our annual Holiday Fair. We are
also seeking someone who will
join us to help with publicity.
The Regifting and TCC craft tables
that June introduced last year were both
well received and we are hoping to do them
again this year. The Regifting table will
include both new and very lightly used items that do not fit
in your current lifestyle but would be perfect for another.
Please take a look around your house this summer to see if
you have anything like this tucked away.
Some other things you can do to get an early
start on our festive Holiday Fair are:

i Think up a fun theme and start
collecting interesting stuff for the
basket raffle;

i Save your nice spare baskets for the greens
arrangements;

i Mix up some pie dough for the apple pies and pecan
pies and store it in your freezer. Here is a great recipe
you can use:
Never Fail Pie Crust
3 cups of flour ; 1 tsp salt ; 1 1/4 cup vegetable shortening ;
1 egg, beaten ; 1/3 cup cold water ; 1 tbsp vinegar
Mix flour and salt, cut in shortening until pea size pieces.
Combine remaining ingredients and stir into shortening
mixture. Let stand a few minutes.
If you choose to do this ahead of time, the dough may be
divided into 4 pieces, wrapped in plastic wrap and frozen.
Thaw before using.
Cathy Hill, Fair Co-Chair

Wedding anniversary:
Charlie and Rebecca Hersey, 26 years on August 11

OUR BLESSINGS:
We give thanks for the
efforts of our US President
to reach out in friendship to
a former enemy (Cuba). We are thankful for having Tonya
Callahan play for us while Renee took a weekend off for
vacation; and for having Raul Quesada in worship with us.
Raul is thankful for the prayers and support he has received
since Lorraine’s passing. Emily Bruns’ friend, Christine, has
delivered her baby girl, Ophelia; we give thanks that mother
and child are both well. We give thanks for the service and
sacrifice of our military people. We join with Jason and Sarah
Goyette as they celebrate 14 years of marriage. The Rev.
Bradley Bauer gives thanks for the support he has received
from Pastor Mark while he completed his Doctor of Ministry
degree at Andover Newton. We celebrate with Linda Ireland’s
son, Kelly, as he embarks on a year-long adventure in
Australia. We celebrate with Lee McTighe on having a greatniece and her sister both graduating. We celebrate with Pilar
Hughes on 40 years of marriage; Pilar also gives thanks for the
wonderful message of encouragement that Pastor Mark sent to
her that was included in the blessing of her vows ceremony at
St. John’s. We offer prayers of joy for a friend who is
pregnant. We join with Meg Genoter in giving thanks for
surviving her fall down the stairs, and for her 19 years of
marriage to Chris. We give thanks that Sarah Riggins only has
a concussion after being in a serious car accident. We give
thanks for our four-footed companions, and pray for their
health and safety. We praise all the fathers of the world, both
literal and figurative. Cathy Hill gives thanks that her son is
enjoying his first job very much and is doing well.

OUR CONCERNS:
We pray for all those impacted by the refugee situation in
Europe. Although we celebrate that Meg Genoter did not need
any surgery after her fall, we keep her in our prayers as she
recovers from her injuries. We keep the Duckett’s friends,
Alex and Toni, in our prayers. We pray for the safety of all
those in law enforcement. We pray for Carole Gustafson’s
niece’s husband, Matt, who is only 32 years old and has been
diagnosed with congestive heart failure. We offer prayers of
condolence for the family and friends of Lee McTighe’s Uncle
Buddy, who passed away on June 9. We pray for Peg
Matthews who is now blind in one eye; she would welcome
visitors at her apartment in Townsend Woods. We pray for all
those impacted by the shooting at the night club in Orlando.

We offer prayers of condolence for Sarah Goyette's family as
they grieve the loss of her 97 year old grandmother, Gertrude
Witman, on June 2; She will be missed by many, as she left
behind her 4 children, 8 grandchildren and 15
great-grandchildren. We pray for all those who are filled with
hate, that they may find the peace that comes with love. We
pray for Lyn Bennett’s brothers: Reggie, who has lost his job
and is struggling; and Fred, who has had many life struggles
over the last few years and especially grieves being separated
from his children. We pray for all those who are unemployed
or underemployed. We offer prayers of comfort for Pam
Snaith and her extended family as they mourn the passing of
Antoinetta Saporito (her daughter-in-law’s mother). We also
mourn the passing of long-time MACUCC member, Jennifer
Roy, who passed away on June 13 after a battle with cancer.
We pray for Jim Gage and his extended family as they
continue to seek healing after Bruce’s death.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for all
those suffering from physical as
well as mental pain, including: Beth
Klein’s neighbor, as he recovers
from life-threatening injuries; for a
friend of Pam Snaith’s who is
recovering from surgery; for a
friend of the D’Angelillo’s who is in rehab; for Sarah Riggins;
for Kathy Duckett’s Aunt Lorena, who is recovering from
surgery after the pins in her hip failed; for Kathy Duckett’s
friend, Alex, who will be having lymph node surgery soon; for
Dorothy DuBreuil who is struggling with a painful virus and
misses her church family; for Joan Bullard who is recovering
from hip replacement surgery on June 7; for Carol Clark who
is recovering from injuries after a bad fall; for Peg Lloyd who
is recovering from her second knee replacement surgery; for
Pam Snaith’s brother, whose skin graft surgery went well and
now needs time to heal; and for Tracy Winslow who is waiting
for test results.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope
for all those in our immediate and
extended families who are in the midst
of battling cancer, and for all those
who care for and support them.
Louise Coalter’s cousin, Dorothy;
Bill, who is the husband of
Heather’s birth mother; Susan
Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy;
Lorraine M who has cutaneous T cell lymphoma; a friend of
Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who has breast cancer; Tammy
Blackburn’s aunt who has been battling metastasized breast
cancer for 10 years; Paul Martineau’s sister-in-law who has

been diagnosed with breast cancer, and his work-friend,
Diane; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma; Pastor
Sally Calhoun, leukemia; Kim Emerson’s friend who has
lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s mother who has colon cancer;
Pastor Mark’s cousin, Diane, who has terminal cancer; Lee
McTighe’s cousin, Tony, who has lung cancer.

COMMUNITY NEWS
SUMMER READING
PROGRAM FOR ALL
AGES at the Townsend Public
Library. For more details or to
register, go to
www.townsendlibrary.org

Stop by to see the array of
prizes and find out what it’s all
about!
The library hours are: Tues. & Weds. 10am-9pm;
Thurs. 2-9pm; Fri. 10am-5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.
Also take a look at all the programs being offered this
summer – including “Beatles For Sale” concert on July 29.

SIXTH ANNUAL
CHAMBER MUSIC
RECITAL
Saturday, August 13, 7 pm
at St. John’s Catholic
Church
For the sixth year, Joe Clark
presents a summer chamber music
recital for the community, free and open to the public. A
resident of Pepperell, Joe currently attends the Eastman
School of Music for clarinet performance and music
education. This chamber program allows middle school, high
school, and college students to continue playing and
developing as musicians over the summer, culminating in a
high-quality recital. The recital will feature a wide variety of
pieces and groups, including (but not limited to!):
A wind quintet (Joe Clark’s “Diverted Dances”)
A reed quintet (a medley of music by John Williams)
A recorder consort!

A chamber wind group (Malcolm Arnold’s “Four Scottish
Dances”)
A clarinet choir (Jan van der Roost’s “Rikudim”)
An Eastern European clarinet quartet, choreographed
A duet for violin and harp (by Jacques Ibert)
A chamber choir (Ola Gjeilo’s “Sacred Heart”,
accompanied by a woodwind quartet)
Eric Whitacre’s “Lux Aurumque” featuring all the student
musicians involved in the recital

MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and Ashby. Just call
888-244-6843 x1411 during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5)
and you will be able to speak with a licensed mental health
professional, or an advanced level graduate student, who will
discuss the situation with you, and then call you back with a
referral which meets your therapeutic needs, insurance,
schedule availability and immediate openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith

LECTIONARY, JULY 2016
July 3, 2016 - Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 2 Kings 5:1-14 / Psalm 30
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 66:10-14 / Psalm
66:1-9
Second reading: Galatians 6:(1-6), 7-16
Gospel: Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
July 10, 2016 - Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Amos 7:7-17 / Psalm 82
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Deuteronomy 30:9-14
/ Psalm 25:1-10
Second reading: Colossians 1:1-14
Gospel: Luke 10:25-37

July 17, 2016 - Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Amos 8:1-12 / Psalm 52
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 18:1-10a /
Psalm 15
Second reading: Colossians 1:15-28
Gospel: Luke 10:38-42
July 24, 2016 - Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Hosea 1:2-10 / Psalm 85
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 18:20-32 /
Psalm 138
Second reading: Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)
Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
July 31, 2016 - Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Hosea 11:1-11 / Psalm 107:1-9,
43
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ecclesiastes 1:2,
12-14; 2:18-23 / Psalm 49:1-12
Second reading: Colossians 3:1-11
Gospel: Luke 12:13-21

LECTIONARY, AUGUST 2016
August 7, 2016 - Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 / Psalm 50:1-8,
22-23
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 15:1-6 / Psalm
33:12-22
Second reading: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Gospel: Luke 12:32-40
August 14, 2016 - Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 5:1-7 / Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 23:23-29 /
Psalm 82
Second reading: Hebrews 11:29-12:2
Gospel: Luke 12:49-56
August 21, 2016 - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 1:4-10 / Psalm 71:1-6
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Isaiah 58:9b-14 / Psalm
103:1-8
Second reading: Hebrews 12:18-29
Gospel: Luke 13:10-17
August 28, 2016 - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: Jeremiah 2:4-13 / Psalm 81:1,
10-16
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Sirach 10:12-18 or
Proverbs 25:6-7 / Psalm 112
Second reading: Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Gospel: Luke 14:1, 7-14

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday Worship begins at 9:30 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

