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HOLY
WEEK
SERVICES
March 24,
2016 at 7 pm –
Maundy
Thursday at the
Townsend
Methodist
Church.
March 25,
2016 at 7 pm – Good Friday – at TCC.
The Methodist Church will join us in this
service.
March 27, 2016 – Sunrise Service – To
be held on the hill at the Methodist
Church if the weather allows - details will
be posted on Facebook.
March 27, 2016 at 10:15 am – Easter
Worship Service at TCC – A service of
music and celebration!
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Do you want to
celebrate an occasion
with us?
There is no limit on the number of vases
we may place on the altar/dais to celebrate
or memorialize any occasions important in
people’s lives. If you’re not going to be in
church, can you leave a note or
notify/email Michelle Enright, Marcia
Foote, or Judy Russell with instructions
on what to do with the flowers (sometimes
we donate them to senior housing, for
example, or to someone we're praying
for). If you’d like a dedication in the
weekly Spirit, please notify John Mims by
11 am Thursday. But above all, keep the
flowers coming!

According to Mark
As we approach Easter at the
end of the month, I'd like us to think
about what the meaning of Easter is
and how it parallels another of our
Spring rituals. As the weather
warms, and we emerge along with
the animals from a long winter's nap in our homes, it's time to
look for the crocus and the first signs of life. In order to fully
enjoy and prepare for what will be the blissful, lazy, bountiful,
beautiful days to come, however, we must clean up from what
the winter has brought.
Winters can be long, mild, short, frigid, or any number of
descriptors. When we think of those descriptors for our lives,
what has the weather been like for you the last few months
this 2015-16? Did it parallel the mild December with record
65 degrees on Christmas Eve, the snow never really retreating
until after reaching a frigid -30 on Valentine's Day? Or was
winter milder for you, less dramatic without a lot of changes
in circumstance? Or perhaps it has been longer and colder than
most, with us looking forward to the warmth and thaw of what
seemed unbearable for our hearts as the winds howled
outdoors? The world gives us a context in which to live our
lives, and maybe we can’t change that, but we can look
forward to making changes in our personal circumstances.
What have we noticed around our homes? Do we have
many downed trees or limbs to haul away so that our gardens
and lawns are once again clear? Is there that patch of crabgrass
that we’re thinking of finally attacking all these years after it
first appeared? Maybe we should build a decorative border for
the flowers to keep them more protected, and what new kinds
of vegetables might we plant in the garden just because we
need a change? Little changes and long overdue projects can
be hard work, yes, but they can yield surprising changes that
maintain year after year.
What about cleaning out the closets, ridding our lives of
things that are no longer used or useful and giving ourselves
more space to enjoy what we have? Our lives are like that, we
have fashions that seemed to be what we wanted once upon a
time, but they fell out of favor and yet we cling to them as if
we could rewind time and re-live our past. Do we view our
faith journeys like the clothes we have worn? Do we have a
favorite jacket or sweater which feels like home to us and
comforts us, or are we in need of a pair of new shoes because
the old ones have worn their soles through and can no longer
be repaired? What we do with ourselves can be the most
dramatic change of all, because if we feel good about us, then
our homes and the world seem a little more bearable no matter
what our circumstances.

So this Easter, keep the focus on Lenten self-reflection,
and let’s do some spring clean-ups, knowing that the weather
will warm, but taking on a couple of projects that may have
languished in the past and making a few changes just for us
that will make our hearts rise. Easter is renewal. We are
people of the cross, for sure, but also people of the
resurrection. There is always a new dawn, a new day, a new
spring, a new project, a new hope and a new start. Christ
promises this to us each day.
And I hope whether we wrap ourselves in our old favorite
garments or buy a new pair of shoes, we feel the change and
come out of hibernation with a new spirit. Happy Easter,
everyone, and may Christ’s blessings be known to you.

Pastor Mark

TCC Revitalization: Will You Give
Your Time to the Lord?
On March 4, we will gather at 5:45 pm and walk over to
St John the Evangelist church to participate in “24 Hours for
the Lord: A Celebration of God's Mercy and Grace,” an event
of prayer and meditation declared worldwide for the Roman
Catholic Church. In keeping with our revitalization,
community, and ecumenical sprit, we will have a “pickup
choir” that will sing 7 hymns prayerfully for this event:

+
+
+
+
+
+
+

Softly and Tenderly #449
It is Well With My Soul #438
Precious Lord, Take My Hand #472
Fairest Lord Jesus #44
The Old Rugged Cross #195
Amazing Grace #547
If You But Trust in God to Guide You #410

The more we spend time together as Christians, the better
it is for Townsend, so come join us to sing, pray, or just get
out on a Friday night and support our efforts to be “one
church, one god, one mercy.”
We should be done by about 6:45 pm.
Pastor Mark

Auction Time!
Once again, we have started our
auction planning for 2016. Jennifer
Davidson is coordinating this event
again this year.
The TCC 2016 benefit auction will be
held on Saturday, May 7 at 6 pm. We
are accepting donations of goods &
services now! Storage can be found at
733 Main Street in Dunstable for larger items. Items that have
in the past raised a reasonable amount are:
þ Wood furniture in good condition (no couches, beds
or electronics) þ Safes/file cabinets þ Vacation
rentals þ Homemade meal coupons þ Sports tickets
þ Power tools þ Paintings þ Hand-made blankets
þ Gift baskets þ Restaurant gift certificates þ
Local business gift certificates
In addition, we will be doing the CHALLENGE
DONATIONS again this year. A local business will
MATCH all cash donations dollar-for-dollar up to $2,000
(last year this was $1,000). All checks should be made payable
to Townsend Congregational Church and have “Auction” in
the memo.

Our Birthday Wishes go out to both
our active and inactive members, and
our active friends. Please join me
throughout the month in wishing them
all a “Happy Birthday”!
6-Jack Enright; 11-Doris Poindexter;
12-Antonio Basso and Sasha Gay; 13John D’Angelillo; 14-Carrie
Davidson and Christine Doherty; 15Virginia Ball and Haeley Rochette;
18-Kathy Duckett; 20-Sherrie
Cloutier, Donald Miller and Austin
Swift; 22-Shaun Doherty; 23-Lee Duckett; 26-Christine Clish
and Joy Stewart; 27-Jody Burnham, Laura Guba, Donald
Klein, Nancy Morse and Paul Nixon; 28-Lloyd Clark and Lilly
Goyette; 29-Ken Bruns; 31-Susan Mills.

We need YOUR help to accumulate these items and to spread
the word about the Challenge donation. Please contact any
businesses (in any location, does not have to be limited to
Townsend) to see if you can obtain a gift basket, gift
certificate or other items for donation. We also welcome
purchased gift baskets for donation! You can receive a tax
deduction for all items donated. Please coordinate your
contacting of businesses with Jen (contact info below)
BEFORE you solicit the business so we don’t duplicate. If I
haven’t heard from you by the end of this month, we will mail
out letters to local businesses that have given in the past.
If you have services to donate, please send the information to
Jen at the email below. Services generate the most amount of
revenue for our auction on a per-item basis; please be
creative!!
Please contact Jennifer Davidson with any questions:
jen@MilestoneFinancialPlanning.com
Thank you!!!!!

March is Membership Month
What are member dues? This is the church’s fee per member to MACUCC that provides us with
many forms of support throughout the year.
With the budget so tight, the church is asking each member who can, to pay this $20
membership fee. If you are able to contribute, a check should be made out to TCC with “member dues”
written on the memo line.
Please be assured that inability to participate in this fund-raiser in no way affects your
membership status with TCC.
Jody Burnham

MARCH
CHILDREN’S
EDUCATION
This month we will be
journeying through lent into
Palm Sunday and Easter. As
the entire church is focusing
on healing during this time we
will spend more time than
usual in Sunday School each
week discussing many aspects
of prayer.
SUNDAY’S COOL!
In Sunday school the children ages in preschool-5th grade
have prepared Lenten coin boxes, which play an important
role in acknowledging that we are called to live out our faith
not just talk about it. They will be taking them home and
collecting coins which they will contribute to our offering
baskets in church on Easter. The suggestion was made to the
children that they do chores to “earn” coins to put in their
boxes!
TEACHER TALK
A second teacher’s workshop will be scheduled for late
March, and will include;
Group activity and prayer
Overview of the upcoming weeks
Biblical reflection and discussion
Sharing of refreshments

unexpectedly and a few bells have significant trouble with
their handles, to the point that we fear a bell may fall off the
handle during play! So it is time for a new set of handbells.
We need your help. A new set of Malmark Handbells, that
would match the handchimes we own in tone and quality,
costs $10,000! Many people have already expressed an
interest in donating toward this purchase. We have raised
$4,000 of this cost already. Please help us reach our goal!! If
you would like to make a donation towards the purchase of
new handbells, please send a check to the Townsend
Congregational Church and write “handbells” on the memo
section. We would like to make this set of handbells a
memorial to anyone who has given to the glory of God
musically or has enjoyed the musical offerings provided by
our church. Donations could be made in memory of loved ones
for the cost of one bell, which can be from $250 for a high
note to over $900 for the lower notes. I am personally
donating the G’s for the new bells in loving memory of my
twin, Glenda, and the note she played! A general donation in
any amount would certainly be greatly appreciated.
Please consider
donating to the church’s
new handbells, so we can
keep the Agape Handbell
Choir ringing for many
years to come! Thank
you for your time and
generous consideration!
God Bless,
Wanda Wilson

FUN FACTS
Did you know??? Pretzels are a knotted Lenten bread from
the regions of Alsace, Austria, and eastern Europe. They
require no dairy products, which have historically been given
up during Lent. One tradition says that
pretzels were originally created by monks
during Lent to remind the people that Lent is
a season of reflection and prayer. Early
settlers in North America called them
“pilgrims’ tokens” because they resembled
praying arms placed across one’s chest.

BEYOND
OUR WALLS
Messages from Lamontville

Help the Handbells!
After 45 years of faithful service to
our church’s music program, our Petit
& Fritsen handbells need to be replaced! We have enjoyed
them for many years, but recently they have had to be repaired
often. Individual bells have been sent out for emergency
repairs to our repair person in Iowa, numerous felts fall off

June Cloutier, Correspondent
Flo and I were able to connect for the last several Sundays
after church and on her Jan 31 birthday she was thrilled to
have four of our SS students sing to her! (Thank you Deanna,
Lily, Rosie and Bryden.) They all got to tell Flo their name
and age and she thought it was wonderful; she really loves
children and devotes much of her life to helping them. On
Valentine’s Day it was very hot there and we had below zero

weather. It is a smaller holiday there but school kids were
excited to wear a casual outfit to school one day instead of the
usual uniform. I told Flo about Pastor Mark’s moving sermon
about loving God, even through pain and loss. On February
21, their weather was still hot and they were hoping for some
rain. Jan Hall is working in Johannesburg for the UCCSA this
month and Flo was expecting him to visit Lamontville this
week. He will go to the Thembelathu Care Center to visit the
children and the memorial garden for Ruthann, his late wife
and our former missionary who used to visit TCC with Jan. He
hopes to go back in May for a longer time. Flo said they were
preparing for the Lenten season at church and still have an
acting minister who preaches at other churches, too. Flo will
be organizing a Children’s Ministry Workshop soon for many
UCC churches and has been doing this for years. She is trying
to find someone to help coordinate these events as she does,
and she says this person is not easy to find! I told her of
Heather’s Bridge Initiative and she loved hearing about it. She
ends with God bless and so do I.

(where their play is still quite independent but now can be
influenced by the play of others). A great example of
associative play is when a child sees another playing dress up
and dresses up too. During this time, the children interact by
talking, borrowing and taking turns with toys (early stages) but
each is still focused on their individual play.
In the Preschool Program, we first focused on Friendship. We
reviewed “what is the meaning of friendship”; how to be a
good friend and appropriate ways to enjoy times together. We
also have a strong focus on how we resolve conflicts with
peers by using our words and safe hands. The children
participated in collaborative activities in art, block building,
turn-taking to emphasize these skills. We concluded the unit
by celebrating Valentine's Day.
The next unit we studied was Shadows and Reflections, which
helped us to celebrate Groundhog Day. We explored lights
and shadows, different reflectors (such as mirrors and CDs)
and made silhouette art. We also made shadow puppets and
put on plays for all of our friends.
Both programs will begin their next units celebrating Dr.
Seuss’ birthday. We will explore his clever style of writing as
we read his classic stories of Green Eggs and Ham and One
Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish.
Melissa Gruber, Center Director

It has been quite the varied weather pattern this past month,
one day we are freezing and the next we are in the 50’s. Truly
the old adage about New England weather holds true, “If you
don’t like the weather, just wait and it will change”.
The Infant Toddler Program, spent last month studying our
Author of the Month, Gile Andreae. He wrote Dinosaurs
Galore!, Commotion in the Ocean, Giraffes Can't Dance,
Cock-a-doodle-doo! Barnyard Hullabaloo and Rumble in the
Jungle. From these wonderful books we made fossil art and
dinosaur prints and we explored underwater animals, as well
as ones from the jungle and farm. These themes will be
explored later in our curriculum.
Coupled with our curriculum we have watched the steady
progress of our babies, they are crawling all around, pulling
up, cruising on furniture and are in the early stages of walking.
The look of pride on their faces is priceless, as they begin to
find their independence.
As for our toddlers, we are witnessing them transition to the
next stage of development, from parallel play (where they
simply play next to one another and their play is concentrated
on what they are doing) to early stages of associative play

OUR BLESSINGS: We give
thanks for the work of Flo in Africa
and celebrate with her on her
birthday. We are thankful that
Lorraine M. has found a part-time
job; and that Emily’s mother is able
to be with the family. We celebrate with the Goyette family on
Trenton’s acceptance into the Parker School; he started on 2/8.
We give thanks for being a part of an active and healthy
Scouting program. We are thankful for the wonderful variety
of weather conditions we have in New England, and for all the
fun opportunities that snow provides. We give thanks for all
the volunteers who are building our community; may more
people discover these opportunities. We offer prayers of
thanks that Wanda Wilson’s three friends, who recently went
through various surgical procedures, are all recovering well.
We celebrate with Ryan Benson who just started his first job
with The Butterfly Place in Westford. We celebrate with the
McTighe family as Wesley just turned 8 years old. We give
thanks for the series of relatively warm days we’ve had in
February. We celebrate with Michelle Enright who recently
attended her son’s engagement dinner, that was unexpectedly
followed by the marriage ceremony. Debby Coalter gives
thanks to God for her sister, who is a cancer survivor and is
celebrating a birthday. Carol Murray gives thanks that her

daughter has passed her OT exams. Meg Genoter and her
family give thanks for a great trip to Maine and for how well
her mother is doing.
OUR CONCERNS: We pray for Lorraine M whose
treatment is not progressing fast enough, necessitating that she
undergo a more aggressive treatment with difficult side
effects; for Clifford LaCount who is recovering from a stroke;
for Chris Clish who lost her dog; for Niles and Michelle
Busler who are adopting dachshunds and coping with the loss
of an older dog; for our country during this primary season;
for the family of Ann Parks who recently died; for Barbara’s
mother who has a broken hip; and for Chris Clish’s
sister-in-law who is struggling with chronic depression. We
pray for all those affected by the Zika virus, including the
unborn babies that are infected. We pray for all those affected
by the earthquake in Taiwan, and for all those giving aid. We
pray for an aunt who has cancer. We offer prayers of
remembrance for Robert Hotaling who was a Scoutmaster
when he was younger. We offer prayers for Bob and Marcia
Foote; Bob has been diagnosed with vascular dementia, and
Marcia will need our love, support and care to get through this
difficult time. We offer prayers for the family and friends of
Antonin Scalia who passed away recently; we also pray that
the Supreme Court replacement process will be civil and
compassionate. We pray for those in our congregation who
struggle with mobility issues, especially during these winter
months; we also pray that the more mobile members of our
congregation may find the time and resources to visit. We
offer prayers of condolence to Ed C’s family as they mourn
the passing of his mother, Irene, on February 19. We pray for
the Duckett’s friends, Alex and Toni, who continue to struggle
with health and financial issues. We pray for Max Duckett as
he continues his search for employment. We continue to pray
for all those who are unemployed and underemployed.
OUR HEALING PRAYERS:
We offer healing prayers for all
those who are struggling with
seasonal illnesses. We offer healing
prayers for June Hill (Cathy’s
mother-in-law) who is struggling
with her recovery after heart
surgery.
OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and
for all those who care for and support them.
Louise Coalter’s cousin, Dorothy; Bill, who
is the husband of Heather’s birth mother;
Carol Clark; Pam Snaith’s relative, Antoinetta S.; Lorena’s
friend, Tracy, thyroid cancer; Lorraine Quesada; Susan
Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Jody Burnham’s sister-

in-law, Gail; Ken Bruns’ mother who has breast cancer;
Lorraine M who has cutaneous T cell lymphoma; a friend of
Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen, who has breast cancer; Tammy
Blackburn’s aunt who has been battling metastasized breast
cancer for 10 years; Paul Martineau’s sister-in-law who has
been diagnosed with breast cancer, and his work-friend,
Diane; and Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma.

COMMUNITY NEWS
MSPP INTERFACE
MSPP INTERFACE is a mental health
referral service that is available for all
residents in Townsend, Pepperell, and
Ashby. Just call 888-244-6843 x1411
during normal business hours (M-F, 9-5) and you will be able
to speak with a licensed mental health professional, or an
advanced level graduate student, who will discuss the situation
with you, and then call you back with a referral which meets
your therapeutic needs, insurance, schedule availability and
immediate openings.
This service was made possible by Teenage Anxiety and
Depression Solutions (TADS) through a grant from the
Nashoba Valley Community Healthcare Fund. Check out
TADS web site at www.tadsma.org and check out the web site
for MSPP INTERFACE at msppinterface.org
Submitted by Pam Snaith

LECTIONARY, MARCH 2016
March 6, 2016 - Fourth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Joshua 5:9-12
Psalm: Psalm 32
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

March 20, 2016 - Sixth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm: Psalm 31:9-16
Second reading: Philippians 2:5-11
Gospel: Luke 22:14-23:56 or Luke 23:1-49

March 13, 2016 - Fifth Sunday in Lent
First reading: Isaiah 43:16-21
Psalm: Psalm 126
Second reading: Philippians 3:4b-14
Gospel: John 12:1-8

March 27, 2016 - Easter Day
First reading: Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 65:17-25
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Second reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26 or Acts 10:34-43
Gospel: John 20:1-18 or Luke 24:1-12
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Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

