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TREE LIGHTING, MUSIC
PROGRAM & HOBO STEW DECEMBER 6 AT 5 PM
Join in the fun on December 6 at 5 pm
– everyone is invited to the Annual
Tree Lighting Ceremony on the
Common. Then head on over to the
United Methodist Church to enjoy carol
singing and musical offerings by the
choirs of various local churches.
Afterwards join your friends and
neighbors for hobo stew and hot drinks.
This event is sponsored by Townsend
Ecumenical Outreach, the Townsend
Business Association, and the Townsend
Ministerium.
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All are welcome in Fellowship
Hall at 9 am for our annual
Advent Wreath Workshop.
For those of you who cannot
make it before worship, we are
still offering a workshop after
worship. Because supplies
must be purchased for these
wreaths, there is a $15 fee
and you need to let Lisa Hunt
know you will be
participating:
elizhunt@verizon.net.

According to Mark
Advent officially begins 4 Sundays
before Christmas, and so we’re
already in that season. So I’d like to
ask each of us reading the
newsletter: What’s the difference
between expecting and waiting?
Advent has been said to be both. It’s the expectation that God
is coming into our lives, the light of the world is arriving at the
darkest time of the year; it is intentionally set up that way.
Light=Good, Dark=Not Good. Those are the rules of the
Gospel that tell us the most about the meaning of Christ, the
Gospel of John, although the one that tells us the most about
Jesus’ birth circumstances is Luke.
Christianity is like that, giving us food for thought in many
different ways and messages so that we might always keep
God in the forefront of our minds. Or our hearts. Or our
Spirits? OOooooh, it’s hard to know which one we should
focus on, isn’t it? So Advent celebrates each Sunday with
different themes and candles that we light to celebrate Peace,
Hope, Love, and Joy. Can we have all four at once? What
about those things that make us crazy like preparing for
parties, long lines at the shopping counters, the Presidential
candidates telling us what’s good for us when not a one of
them has set foot in Townsend?
Indeed, Advent is a series of conundrums through which we
must pass in order to get to our blessed event, the arrival of
God in our lives. And the good news is that God will arrive,
no matter how frustrated we get. The other good news is that
there’s lots going on at TCC that will help us focus our hearts,
minds, AND Spirits by the 25th.
If you haven’t been to TCC lately, we’re growing in our faith
and our vibe. We had over 90 people in worship recently on an
ordinary Sunday. How did that happen? I’d like to think it’s
because we’re getting to know God in all kinds
of cool ways, through music, prayerful study
of God’s word, better coffee, and a renewed
feeling that we’re growing closer together
again as a people. So as you come to Sunday
worship and renew old friendships, consider
coming to events that help anticipate God’s
arrival such as the Christmas Tree lighting on
December 6. The Living Nativity put on by the
Church School and Youth Group on Saturday
December 12. The service for those who can’t
find their joy or who want to remember their
losses at the Longest Night December 17. Or
come and see how our kids have prepared for
Christ’s arrival on the 24th at 4 pm attending
the Family Christmas Celebration, or celebrate

the traditional Christmas story attending Lessons and Carols
at 11 pm on Christmas Eve, as we welcome God into our lives
in a candlelight vigil.
We have choices in our lives on how, or even whether, to find
God’s presence. We can be busy waiting in lines to get gifts.
Or we can anticipate, with a bunch of other joyful people of
God, Christ’s birth and the expectation of renewal and hope.
So, my friends—what IS the different between expecting and
waiting? I hope you will ask this in your heart, and I hope to
see you all in December with all the love, joy, peace, and hope
that God’s love brings into our lives.

Pastor Mark

Joy to the world, the LORD has come!
ADVENT EVENTS
Advent starts the Sunday after Thanksgiving. This calendar of
events is to help you prepare for the season.

November 29 – Advent Wreath Workshop before and after
worship

December 6 – Tree lighting on the Common (5 pm)
December 12 – Living Nativity (4:30 pm) on the lawn
behind the church, followed by refreshments in Fellowship
Hall. Please let Meg Genoter know what you will bring to
share! Some suggestions are: crock-pot soups, bread, salad,
desserts, or fruit/cheese/veggie platters.

December 13 – Christmas Caroling (meet at front of
Church at 2 pm, or in Fellowship Hall at 1:30 for warm-ups)

December 17 – The Longest Night Service in the TCC
sanctuary (7 pm)

December 24 – Christmas Eve services: 4 pm for the
family service (see below) and 11 pm for the
candlelight service.

Family Christmas Eve
Service
Thursday, December 24 at 4 pm
Join us for a fun family service telling the
Christmas story with congregational responses
and singing!
Our Sunday school children will be telling the
story of Christmas, “then” and “now!”

Just a quick reminder that, if we are
in the midst (or aftermath) of a
winter storm and you’re not sure if
the church is open, there will be a
message left on the church’s
answering machine (if there is
power) and on the church’s web site/Facebook. If the power
is out in the center of town, then the church will be closed.

WE’RE HAVING A
BEACH PARTY
and EVERYONE
IS INVITED!

Please Remember!
While you’re making your to-do lists for this
busy season, don’t forget to add in some time to
visit with our friend, Floyd. He misses his church
family and treasures every opportunity he has to
visit with us – even if it can only be a card with a
friendly message:
Floyd Truitt
Apple Valley Nursing Center
400 Groton Rd, Ayer MA 01432

By the end of January we are tired of the cold days and
dark nights and who knows how much snow by then! Let’s
chase away the Winter blues by having a beach party in
January. This will be a family event so we can all have fun
without having to drive too far, look for a parking spot or get
sand everywhere and no sunburn either! Come in your festive
summer/luau attire or if you are adventurous, your bathing
suit?? We’ll have food, dancing, games – a fun way to
socialize as a church family.

Where:

Fellowship Hall, Townsend Congregational
Church

When:

Saturday, January 16 (or 23 – still working on
the date); Snow date will be the following
Sunday afternoon.

Time:

4 - 8 pm ( 2 - 6 pm on Sunday)

I have some decorations and if you have any you would
like to share please let me know. I will have a sign-up list
soon.
I am looking for folks to help me with this social event so
please call or email me or see me after church.

CAROLING!
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 AT 2 PM!
Bring some Holiday Cheer to your Townsend neighbors
– and have a good time yourself!! Come gather together in
front of the church at 2 pm and be prepared to bring joy to the
hearts of several people. Carol books, filled with many of your
favorite carols, are provided. This is a great family activity
made even sweeter by the generous invitation of Meg and
Chris Genoter to gather at their home for refreshments and
fellowship afterwards.
Warm-Up! – come a half hour early for a warming-up singa-long of your favorite carols. Lee McTighe will play the
piano for us and it will be just the thing to get us started.
If you have any questions, please call Lee McTighe
(978-790-5699) or Cathy Hill (978-337-0638).

Everyone is welcome!

Let’s Party!!
– Your social secretary, Carole Gustafson

3-Niles Busler; 5-Julianne Capone;
6-Michelle Enright; 7-Lorena
Andexler and Steve Cloutier;
11-Joseph Cloutier; 12-Justin Gay and
Kyra Genoter; 14-Cathy Parsons;
15-Melissa Gruber; 17-Molly
Campagnone and Donna Howard;
18-Jock Snaith; 20-Pam Snaith;
21-Carol Swenor; 23-Jillian Hersey;
25-David Butz; 27-David Young

2015 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
We will be ordering the
Christmas flowers from The
Flower Hutch again this
year. All plants include pot
covers and are high quality
and native grown in a local
family greenhouse.
There will be an order signup sheet after worship services in Fellowship Hall - Payment
must be made at time of order. Please make any checks out the
Townsend Congregational Church.

assured that it is the same program that we have all been
happy to take part in for many years.
Gifts are being collected for the children whose families
receive Christmas food baskets. A special display will be set
up at the front of the sanctuary after Thanksgiving. You will
find envelopes with the age and gender of children and inside
you’ll find a specific request for a gift. This is just a
suggestion, you need not purchase the exact gift suggested.
Gifts should be left at the church no later than December
13, so they can be picked up and prepared for delivery. Bless
you for your participation.

If you have any questions, please contact Michelle Enright
at 978-597-8012 or michelleenright25@comcast.net.

POINSETTIAS:
6" - Red, White, Pink, Burgundy, Ice Crystals, Marble $8.00

Poetry Corner

8" - Red, White, Burgundy, Red & White - $18.00
10" - Red, White, Pink - $25.00
16" bowl - Red, White, Red &
White - $50.00

IN THANKFULNESS FOR GIFTS

CYCLAMEN:
4 ½" - Red, White, Asst. - $5.00
6" - Red, White, Assorted - $8.00

CHRISTMAS CACTUS:
6" size only - $8.00

Orders will be taken up until
December 13

THE SANTA
PROJECT
When the director of the
Townsend Public Library was asked
if she could provide a drop-off
location for the annual gifts
program, as a library staff person, I
was made aware of the fact that
Monica Kleeman has been
organizing this program for about 15 years, with the help of
TEO and the area churches. Although I have not heard directly
from Monica, I know that this year something changed with
regards to the degree of involvement by TEO and the program
is now being referred to as “The Santa Project”, but please be

For butterflies and clear blue skies,
for Angel wings and birds that sing.
For eyes that see a honey bee,
for ears that hear a song of cheer.
For sunlit days and chance to pray,
for time alone in my own home.
For meals to share with friends who care,
for volunteers who’ve given years.
For little one - a mother's son,
for child’s own dream of things unseen.
For Handbell choirs and church’s spire,
for holy place and God's own grace.
For ocean waves and carefree days,
for flowers’ bloom and days in June.
For hope that lives as God forgives,
for faith remained in days of rain.
For walks alone in meadows grown,
for children’s hugs and lady bugs.
For wisdom’s soul of self control,
for words of calm from prayerful Psalm.
For blessings all, dear Lord I call,
for road I trod . . . I thank you God!
Christine Clish

CHRISTMAS
BASKETS
Donations of non-perishable foods are
needed for Townsend Ecumenical
Outreach Christmas Baskets.
Please leave your offerings at the
back of the sanctuary on
Sunday, or in the church office
during the week. All offerings
will be collected by Sunday,
December 13.

Revitalization Dedicated Funds
Drive Begins
As many of you know, our church brought in Pastor Mark to
help us take the next steps toward living into our vision of
becoming an ever-learning, justice-seeking, action-oriented,
community-focused congregation. A group attended several
sessions in Maine last year and learned some valuable lessons
in community survey work, hospitality and welcome,
community groups and facilities use, and what makes a church
‘feel’ vital.
Over the summer the ministries of the church (congregational
care, outreach, Christian education, music, Sunday school, and
VCCC) and met to take that learning and lessons and put them
into action. What we have is a focus on learning that is
church-wide, through every ministry, and for every age
level...if we choose to participate, each of us, in the programs
offered. Those who are here on Sundays, in Bible study during
the week, and participating in the ecumenical gatherings have
seen how we are awakening hearts and spirits. But it requires
that we build our church not for ourselves, but for our future
faith and for being faithful to God’s work OUTSIDE our
walls.
That kind of “faith alive” focus, preparing ourselves to invite
others to come share,
requires your support. We
are starting some exciting
new initiatives with Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, a
community caring ministry
for others to help find God
called Stephen Ministry,
offering expanded

scholarships to our youth for camp and mission trips, and
replacing (for the first time in a long time) Bible Study and
Sunday School curriculum with fresh, new thinking. In
worship, we’re planning to bring in new, contemporary
anthems for the choir and up our game in the pulpit by
providing new, dynamic messages from preachers outside our
congregation.
We have created a dedicated fund to help realize this
revitalization, which will cost about 9,800 this year. The
VCCC has graciously agreed to fund $5,000 of that on a
matching basis, if our members will help contribute the rest.
So can we find it in our hearts to help support what we voted
on last May, to support the revitalization of our programs and
our church for this year? We formed a dedicated team at the
last business meeting on Nov 8 to help explain to everyone
what we’re doing, and the buzz is already happening. At that
meeting alone, we raised over $3,500 toward our goal. But the
vision continues, and every dollar that we raise will continue
in that dedicated account to fund these things that help with
our faith formation and community presence.
Please search your heart and help us raise the $1500 needed to
fully fund our ministries for 2015-16. And thank you, those of
you who came forward on November 8 for your prayerful
presence, confidence, and stewardship of God’s gifts so that
we can all grow to build God’s Kingdom, right here, right
now.
Questions? Contact the team. Pastor Mark (chair); Meg
Genoter, Lyn Bennett, Heather Mulrenan, and Renee Fossey.

BEYOND
OUR WALLS
Messages from Lamontville
June Cloutier, Correspondent
Nov. 22, 2015 - I reached Flo and she was very happy to hear
from us and had some really wonderful news! Last weekend
She was flown to Johannesburg to receive an award for her
work at the Thembalethu Care Center. This was an award
given to different people in the public sector from a branch of
the government, the Dept. of Public Service. Flo was
nominated for her programs for children and families that she
runs in Lamontville at Thembalethu. She received a certificate
and a helpful check for center programs. I told Flo to take a
photo of herself in front of the certificate and send it to us so
we can hang it up! She was very surprised and honored and I

told her that she was a worthy recipient of this prize. What
great news! She had also been on another trip to “Joberg” for
Sunday school teacher training with others from the area. She
has been busy. Their car at the center has been replaced with
insurance money and some extra funds. (It was stolen in late
summer.) I told her about our nice community Holiday Fair
and all the different things that we do for it. I mentioned that
Thanksgiving was this Thursday and Flo said that theirs is
Sunday, Nov. 29th! We are united in Thanksgiving with our
sister church in SA in many ways this week. She says “Bless
you” to us all.

Louise Coalter, Cash Raffle; Jody Burnham, Books;
Meg Genoter, Pies; Santa (whose secret identity may not
be revealed here); Karen Baer, Baked Goods; Sarah
Goyette, Santa’s Workshop; and Carole Gustafson,
Heifer International. Thank you also to June for introducing
the TCC Crafts table and the Regifting table.
Thanks to all who helped us with last minute problems – it
can be stressful near fair time!
It is my prayer that God will continue to bless our faith
family so that we may continue to offer this event each year.
I believe that, even if we no longer needed it as a fundraiser, it would still be necessary as a fun community event
that people in our area can look forward to each year, as
well as helping to support local artisans.
Thanks be to God for all our brothers and sisters in faith!

We Count Our Blessings!
We were so blessed to have
an almost perfect late fall day
as we came together in
community for our annual
Craft and Greens Fair. People
flooded through our doors,
and I couldn’t keep track of
all the happy faces around
me.
When I stepped down as Fair
Chairperson and June
Cloutier volunteered to step
in, we ended up working
side-by-side; she with
internal church tables and
myself overseeing the outside
crafters. We both worked on
publicity and other aspects
with church members. I was
happy to say that we were
really co-chairs and I think
we made a good team! (We
did! -June)
So here I am, on behalf of
June and myself, thanking all
our friends for their
contributions of time, talent
and resources - as usual, too
many to name individually.
Those who stepped forward
to chair a table, however, I
must take a minute to thank
by name: Wanda Wilson ,
Greens table (despite
emergency appendectomy);
Gretchen Churchville,
Bistro; Beth Klein, Gift
Basket Raffle; Bill and

Cathy Hill

2015 GIFT BASKET
RAFFLE WINNERS
By Beth Klein
Thank you to everyone who
contributed and donated items for
the basket raffle. This year there
were 29 spectacular baskets filled
with a variety of items that were of interest to everyone. I am
amazed how everyone is willing to share their talents by
contributing to this part of the fair. Because of all who
contributed, the raffle baskets were a huge success.
Here is a list of all the people who won baskets.
Congratulations to all !!!
Santa Basket, Linn Barcomb; Breakfast Goodies, Darlene
Champagne; Assorted Handmade Cards, Elaine D’Angelillo;
Assorted Handmade Cards, John D’Angelillo; Pie Making
Supplies, Charles Concordia; Ghirardelli Chocolates,
Gretchen Churchville; Assorted Handmade Cards, Cheryl
Cutler; Assorted Handmade Cards, Donna Howard; Assorted
Coffee, Arthur Dejardin; Dunkin Donuts and Friends, Ed
Cutler; Handmade Afghan, Heidi Crim; Handyman’s Special,
David Wilson; Me Time, Susan Luongo; Puzzles, Terri
Mattson; Star Basket w/Scarf, Louise Lumppio; Sewing
Notions, Sandra Mace; Adult Color Fun, Cindy Miller;
Assorted Goodies, Nancy Lee; For the Birds Birdseed, Lee
McTighe; Wine-Arbor Mist Zinfandel, Marte Fortin; Maple
Sugar House, Donna Souza; Heinekin/Corona, Art Vartanian;
Candle Gifts, Kelly McNabb; Scented Candles, Betty Mae
Tenney; Musical Themes, Kim Farro; Beyers Figurines,
Kelsey Wetherall; Assorted Ribbons, Terry Duggan;
Children’s Basket, Kim Farro; Candy Basket, Lorraine Misner

It is hard to believe that the cold weather has arrived and
we are in December. This year already seems to be zooming
by us as we prepare for the holiday season ahead.
Our curriculum has expanded on the All About Me theme
by encompassing topics such as nutrition, healthy bodies and
our feelings and emotions. We have learned the proper foods
to eat, the activities that we should include in our daily lives
and our daily hygiene, all that keeps our bodies healthy.
As we approach the holiday season, the program will
focus on: families, traditions, giving to others. This is a
wonderful way to teach children what the holiday season is
truly about, as the outside world advertises toys galore.
The Center once again is participating in the Townsend
Library’s Festival of Trees. Participants decorate their tree
according to a book of their choice. The Infant Toddler
Program has chosen The Napping House by Audrey Wood and
the Preschool Program is The Port Side Pirates by Oscar
Seaworthy. Our trees will be on display beginning December
5 through early January.
This month’s collaborative story is about Veggie Town,
which helped to review all the information we learned about
healthy bodies.

Veggie Town
Once upon a time there was a town called Veggie Town.
Veggie Town looked like orange carrots and green lettuce.
The trees in this town looked like giant pieces of broccoli.

Thank you to everyone who
pitched in to make the Greens Table happen this
year! It was very successful because of your loving
efforts! Many friends cut greens, made greens sprays,
moved supplies from my home to church, set up the
vestry for basket making,
25 people made baskets of
greens on Greens night,
and stayed to help clean up
after the fair.
You’re the BEST!
Bless You, Wanda

There many people who lived in this town. There was a boy
cantaloupe named Cantaloupe Man. He loves to brush his
teeth with strawberry toothpaste. Mrs. Watermelon likes to do
push-ups to keep her body strong. Mr. Cucumber likes to take
Sponge Bob bubble baths. Mr. Carrot was our eye doctor in
town. He had to check Mr. Potato’s eyes because he has to
wear glasses.
The sun began to set so all our friends, Cantaloupe Man, Mrs.
Watermelon, Mr. Carrot, Mr. Cucumber and Mr. Potato all
jumped into a bowl of salad with banana dressing and cheese.
With their full bellies, they all got into their pasta beds and
dreamed about a rainstorm of yogurt.
~~ The End ~~
We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year.
Melissa Gruber, Center Director

OUR BLESSINGS:
We offer prayers of joy for all the caring
things that people do for one another,
and for the gift of beauty all around us.
Wanda Wilson is very thankful for all the
love and care she has received since her
surgery. Kyra Genoter gives thanks for
the opportunity of playing a part in her
school’s recent play.
We give thanks for the many bounties of
God that surround us, including: Susan Riggins gaining
confidence in herself again; for hospital workers and their
compassion; for the Scouts organization and all those who
helped them collect over 8,500 lbs of food on 11/14; for the
opportunity to spend special holidays with distant family
members; for those who have been able to visit with Floyd
Truitt; for our family of faith at TCC; for The Bridge Initiative
program and for Heather Mulrenan for sharing her dream with
us; for all the people working together (up front and behind
the scenes) to keep our church running.
OUR CONCERNS:
We pray for all those families whose lives
are in transition; may they find stability and
peace. We offer prayers for a co-worker of
Emily Austin-Bruns who has just lost his
father after caring for him for many years.
We pray for Dorothy Dubreuil’s friend from
CT, Barbara, who has entered into hospice
care; we also pray for Barbara’s family.
Also in hospice care is the niece of
Dorothy’s brother-in-law; we pray for
courage and peace. We offer prayers for
Floyd Truitt who is not well. We pray for
our youth who are becoming adults in
difficult circumstances. We join with Ken
Bruns’ extended family as they mourn the recent passing of
his cousin’s grandfather. We pray for Lee McTighe’s high
school friend, Sue, who is battling lung cancer and has entered
into hospice care. We pray for the extended Cutler family as
their grandmother enters into hospice care. We join with
Sherrie Cloutier in praying for her son, Luke, and his family
as they are under a lot of stress right now. We pray for all
premature babies. We pray for the safety of all those who will
be traveling for the holidays. The Hersey family asks for
prayers for their extended family; their nephew’s wife’s
mother, Barbara Storrs, passed away on 11/3, and the family
is struggling with the loss of this beloved matriarch. We pray
for an 80 year-old friend of Carole Gustafson who, after
already having surgery to remove clots in his leg arteries, has
just discovered that he has more and needs another round of
surgery. We join with Meg Genoter in praying for a very dear
friend and her husband who has been diagnosed with dementia
(the husband); and for Anne Parks (the mother of Meg’s friend
heather) who is in the hospital with an unknown condition. We
join with Nancy Lee in praying for her mother and mother-inlaw who are both in rehab.

We offer healing prayers for
Christine Clish, and pray that she
may be able to join us in worship
again soon; for June Cloutier’s
friend Sue K. who is recovering
after cancer surgery; for Wanda
Wilson as she recovers from her
emergency appendectomy and
prepares for treatment to her eye;
and for all those affected by the acts
of violence around the world.
OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:
We offer prayers of healing and hope for all
those in our immediate and extended families
who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for
all those who care for and support them. Jodi
Robinson’s aunt, colon cancer; Louise Coalter’s
cousin, Dorothy; a friend of Paul Martineau who
has a family member being treated for cancer; Bill, who is the
husband of Heather’s birth mother; Carol Clark; Ed C’s mom,
Irene; Pam Snaith’s relative, Antoinetta S.; Lorena’s friend,
Tracy, thyroid cancer; Lorraine Quesada; Susan
Riggins; Antonio’s friend’s grandmother, stage 2
cancer; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Jody Burnham’s
sister-in-law, Gail; Ken Bruns’ mother who has breast
cancer; Lorraine M who has cutaneous T cell
lymphoma; a friend of Emily Austin-Bruns, Karen,
who has breast cancer; Tammy Blackburn’s aunt who
has been battling metastasized breast cancer for 10
years; Paul Martineau’s work-friend, Diane; and
Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag, who has lymphoma.
Dear Friends,
Once again my church family has shown love and
support during a trying time! Thank you for your kind
meals, visits, flowers, cards and support. I am on the mend
and am going to try to stay out of trouble for a while!
Bless you, dear friends, Wanda

LOOKING FOR THE PERFECT GIFT?
Go to www.heifer.org today and give the gift
that really makes a difference!

LECTIONARY, DECEMBER 2015
December 6, 2015 - Second Sunday of Advent
First reading: Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4
Psalm: Luke 1:68-79
Second reading: Philippians 1:3-11
Gospel: Luke 3:1-6

MA, CT, RI BOARDS CALL FOR
YEAR OF DISCERNMENT ON
FEDERATING OR MERGING
The Boards of Directors of the Connecticut, Massachusetts,
and Rhode Island Conferences of the United Church of Christ
have joined together to consider a future of mutual ministry.
In a resolution that hails the benefits of interdependence, the
three boards have all voted to call their pastors, leaders, and
congregations to a “season of discernment” to consider how
God may be calling the three conferences to federate or merge.
“By creating and pursuing a robust partnership,” reads a
portion of the resolution, “we may increase the likelihood that
15 years from now, a vital expression of the progressive
church movement will be alive and well in America.”
Read the full text of the resolution and find out more at:
macucc.org/seasondiscern
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

December 13, 2015 - Third Sunday of Advent
First reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20
Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6
Second reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Gospel: Luke 3:7-18
December 20, 2015 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
First reading: Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 or Psalm 80:1-7
Second reading: Hebrews 10:5-10
Gospel: Luke 1:39-45, (46-55)
December 27, 2015 - First Sunday after Christmas Day
First reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Psalm: Psalm 148
Second reading: Colossians 3:12-17
Gospel: Luke 2:41-52

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

2015
Nov. 29

1

9am Advent
Wreath workshop
and after worship

6 Worship/SS

2

7

8

3

5
Saturday at 8
team, 8 am

9

10

11

12
4:30 pm Living
Nativity

5:30 Council
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

5pm Tree Lighting

13 Worship/SS 14

15

i Poinsettia
orders due in
i Santa Pjt gifts
collected
2 pm Caroling

16

17

18

19
Red Cross
Blood
Drive,
7:30 am

7pm The Longest 8am VCCC
6:30pm Handbells Night service
Holiday Program
7:30pm Snr Choir

20 Worship/SS 21

22

23
6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

27 Worship

GOD IS
STILL
SPEAKING

6:30pm Handbells
7:30pm Snr Choir

COMMUNION

Saturday

28

29

No Sunday School NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –

24

26

4 pm & 11 pm
Christmas Eve
services

30
TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR, CATHY HILL:
email: chill01469@gmail.com
or call 978-337-0638

Please go to the online calendar at www.tcc-ucc.org for up-to-date entries.

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487
Sunday School at 9:00 am & Worship at 10:15 am

OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT
Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.
We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:
e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)
e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)
e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

