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2-Elaine
D’Angelillo;
5-Trenton Goyette
and Debra Greene;
6-Arnie Howard;
8-Sydney Davidson;
13-June
Beauchesne;

16-John Mims; 24-Corey Martineau and
Lorraine Misner; 26-Max Duckett

Congratulations to
Confirmation Graduates

In a spirit-filled service on May 20, we
witnessed the confirmation of three lovely
young women: Kyra Mary Genoter,
Sara-Rose Virginia Snaith, and
Alexandra Elisabeth Urato-
Partridge. This portion of the service
culminated in us welcoming Kyra, Rosie
and Ally as new members of TCC.

Alohalleluia Sunday
June 17

In celebration of Father’s Day and the end
of the church year, we invite EVERYONE
to wear their floral best and come in cool
summer wear. This may be the last service
in the Sanctuary until Rally Sunday (the
second Sunday in September) so let’s all
come out and say 
ALOHA (hello) to friends and
ALLELUIA for the musical 
gifts of our choir this 
Church Year.

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE:
MONDAY, JUNE 25 - NOON

June 2018

Volume 41  No. 6

Pastor: Rev. Mark Brockmeier
Pastor’s Line: 978-597-0157

cell # 603-818-2328
home # 603-432-3255

TCC Administrative Asst.:  
John Mims

Office Line: 978-597-8925

Village Common Children’s
Center Line:  978-597-0834

Editor: Catherine Hill

TOWNSEND
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, UCC
PO BOX 487
TOWNSEND MA 01469

E-MAIL ADDRESSES:
Pastor: revbrock@bu.edu

Church Secretary:
secretary@tccucc.org

Newsletter:
newsletter@tccucc.org

Village Common Children’s
Center:  vccc@tccucc.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday  
10:00am - 1:00pm

PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS:  
By appointment

Visit our web page at
www.tccucc.org

THE VISITOR



According to Mark

As we enter the summer months and end of the Church Year,
we reflect on where we have been and all the progress that we
have made…it was a wonderful meeting where we started to
dream again about our future as a people of God.

We have formed, along with the other pastors at New
Beginnings Methodist and St. John’s, a new community
foundation called the Fund for Advancement and Community
Enhancement in Townsend, known as FACET. It sounds like
a daunting title, but it’s a friendly acronym. Townsend is a
special place and if we believe Townsend is a jewel for
faithful and joyful living, what facet of Townsend is
important? Is it young folks, seniors, new and different
groups? 

As a starting point in funding, up to $5,200 is available as seed
funding to start a program or idea. It’s easy to get started, too:
what is the program and its social purpose; who does it
benefit; how much do you need; who is behind the organizing;
is it a one-time event or something that is ongoing and
sustainable? 

One of the great things about Townsend is when folks get a
hold of an idea, they make it happen. But it has to get started
somewhere! The benefit of FACET is that the governing board
consists of each of the Pastors of the aforementioned churches
as well as one congregational member from each church. So
the Fund maintains a dedicated social purpose and doesn’t
become something that could otherwise be publicly funded,
like building a softball field. 

So bring your energy. Bring your ideas. I can help with how to
approach the foundation (since I’m a director, too) and
complete the application. FACET is a wonderful addition to
our current outreach (which serves many worthy causes, but
they’re not specifically focused on Townsend). 

We are also doing an adult confirmation class. Members have
seen how wonderful our young kids have blossomed through
the process of knowing more about liturgies and histories of
the church, hymns, the Bible and its origins, and key stories
and parables. That class is Sunday morning at 11 am
immediately following worship, and if you want more details,
please email John or Pastor Mark to sign up.

Last, I am grateful for all of your hearts and presence. Let’s
have a relaxing summer and always remember that we love
one another, because Jesus loved us first. 

Blessings,

Pastor Mark

The Birthday Fund

This is a fun way to contribute
above and beyond your regular
giving to the church to something
above and beyond our normal

operating budget. We appreciate those who have participated
so far. Simply make a donation on (or around) your birthday
in the amount of your age (Memo: Birthday Fund)! Participate
and watch our gifts grow!

You’ve Got
Questions . . . 
Series begin Sunday June 24 from
11 am - 12 pm

Lots of folks have seen the changes in our young people after
going through Confirmation and wondered...what do they
learn that makes them so different? Well, for those of us who
don’t remember or who never went through the confirmation
curriculum, we're going to explore that in accelerated fashion
this summer by exploring some of why we do what we do, and
how it can meet our faith needs in the 21st century. Come and
find out more about the church, its history, liturgy, why we
sing what we sing and pray what we pray, and ask some of the
deep existential questions of Christian membership and
fellowship: why do I need the church, and why does it need
me? What is my role and duty as a Christian to myself and
others in real world, right here, right now terms? If the Bible
is not literally true, what does it mean for my life and our life
as a congregation together? And where is God’s grace when
I need it most? 

Let’s start asking about our faith again. And by doing so,
maybe we can find it. And most importantly, it follows
fellowship hour, so free snacks and coffee are available to
tank up and keep awake! This session is open to ANYONE
IN THE COMMUNITY, members or not, so let’s bring our
questions, friends and neighbors to this community outreach
series. 
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Summer Band
Concert Night

June 14

Every year in mid-June TCC is asked to sponsor the band
concert and it’s that time of year again! We know this to be a
joyous and fun event that demonstrates our loving and faithful
service to Townsend and its people. This year, we’re doing
things a little differently: rather than charge money for
everything, we’re just going to ask for free-will donations of
whatever people will want to give or can afford. So let’s just
go out and serve, and have fun helping in the following areas
(please return an email to John or Pastor Mark for how
you can contribute in any or many of the areas below).
If you have done one of these in the past, please sign
up again, Pastor Mark doesn’t remember who has done
these things in the past and needs help!!

Grills (need 1, plus the church has one)
Grillers and servers (need 2 of each) 
Soda (need 1)
Games (need 2-3)
Root Beer Floats (need 2)
Popcorn (need 1-2)
Bake Table (need 1)
Fruit Cups (need 1)
Set up (need 2)
Tear down (need 2)
Fried Dough (need 2)

We will also have an information table about TCC and
have invited one of our community partners, NM
Cares, to come and be with us to spread their message
of love and awareness about drug addiction stigma and
getting folks who need more information to treatment
resources available. 

If you don't know what’s involved, that’s okay, we can coach
you. This year’s co-chairs are Kathy Duckett and Pastor Mark,
so ask them what they need or how you can help if you’re
unsure! No one is turned away.

This is our ALL HANDS ON DECK outreach until the fall,
so help TCC make this a successful event to close out the
Church year! You’ll also get a FREE “Be the Bridge” T-shirt
for coming and helping!

Pastor Mark

Spring Planning Meeting -
Highlights

As we gathered after worship on Sunday, May 20, there were
some tense moments when we were not sure we would have
a quorum, but with the addition of some of our newest
members, we made the required count. Thanks to all who
attended and participated in this important annual meeting.

The Council was very pleased to announce the nomination of
David O’Hair for Minister for Property; a position that has not
been actively filled since February 2017. After a very brief
discussion, the members unanimously accepted David’s
nomination to the position. Welcome, David!

The Council was also very pleased to announce that Nick
Zielenkievicz was willing to continue for a second term as
Minister for Finance; the membership also unanimously
approved this continuation of service.

Our finances were briefly
reviewed; it is the opinion of
our financial administrators
that we are doing just fine
right now, but encouraged
all TCC supporters to
continue their monetary
support over the summer
months.

We collectively took a look
at the notes from the “ideas
meeting” that was held on
April 29. There was
discussion about TCC and
the local community, and it
was determined that a
second informal idea-
gathering meeting will be
scheduled for some time
soon. There are two
questions we need to ask:

Do we focus on bringing our word out to the
community?

What are we seeing in our community that
indicates a need for help from TCC?

The calendar for 2018-2019 program year was reviewed and
the following was agreed upon:

June 2018: 10-Children’s Sunday and church picnic;
14-band concert, Pastor Mark and Kathy Duckett chairing;
VCCC end of year celebration;. July: no events planned.
August: 19-Ecumenical hymn-sing; parent meeting for
VCCC. September: 9-Rally Day; 19-Community supper;
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29-Supper, Lee and Kathy Duckett to chair. October:
6-Greg’s Run; 17-Community supper; 27-supper, Dave and
Wanda Wilson to chair. November: 2-Holiday fair
pie-making night; 15-Holiday fair greens making night;
17-Holiday fair, June Cloutier to chair, but looking for
co-chair; tbd-Annual business meeting. December: 2-Tree
lighting/first Sunday of Advent; 2-Advent Wreath
Workshop, coordinated by Sarah Goyette; 8-Live nativity
(Sarah Goyette); 16-Caroling (Lee McTighe with Cathy
Hill); 20-Longest night; 24-Christmas Eve Services 4:30
and 10:45 pm; VCCC holiday program. January 2019:
16-Community supper; 18-Regifting gift swap; 26-supper,
David and Lyn Bennett to chair. February: 20-Community
supper; 23-supper, no chair. March: 6-Ash Wednesday;
20-Community supper; 30-Supper, Jody Burnham to chair.
April: 14-Palm Sunday; 17-Community supper;
18-Maundy Thursday at TCC; 21-Easter; 27-final supper,
no chair. May: 4-Auction, no chair (Wanda Wilson
prepared to do collections again); 15-Community supper;
tbd-Spring planning meeting. June 2019: 2-Children's
Sunday; 9-Pentecost and Confirmation.

Summer worship start time is set for 9:30 am, starting June 24.
Regular worship schedule will resume on Rally Day,
September 9, 2018.

There was discussion about worshiping in Fellowship Hall vs
the Sanctuary in the summer, with positive input from both
perspectives. The Council, which includes Pastor Mark, will
review this at their next meeting.

So, after all that scheduling, it comes down to TCC needing
some people who are willing to take charge.

Holiday Fair: June Cloutier is willing to remain as co-
chair, which is really great (thanks, June), but she can’t do
it alone – we really need someone with some fresh new
ideas to take charge and run with this. I know there are
some very creative people in our congregation . . .

Suppers – February and April!! – why is no one ever
willing to take on these two suppers each year?? Please
consider signing up for one of these suppers; if you are
new, stick with the tried-and-true turkey supper, there are
people in our church that could possibly run one of these
in their sleep, and would certainly be willing to guide you
through the simple steps.

And, finally, next year’s

Auction: Jennifer has expressed a wish to no longer be
the chairperson of this event. Wanda Wilson, who is
planning on doing collections again, suggested that
Jennifer would probably be very willing to work directly
with anyone who offers to take charge; she has invaluable
expertise, but inadequate free time to be hands-on.

Revitalization
Update

by Jennifer Davidson

Thank you to everyone who has
donated to the Revitalization Fund so
far! Year-to-date through May 18,
2018 we have collected $5,294
toward Revitalization.

We have committed to growing and
expanding our programs for the
congregation and the community. We
need a total of $28,300 for 2018 (as
approved in the 2018 budget). We
started the year with $6,864 in our
Revitalization account. 

Please help us meet our goal. Please
write “Revitalization” on your check, or contribute through
our website and choose the fund “Revitalization”. Please note
this is in addition to your normal pledge, and is fully tax-
deductible if you itemize your taxes. Revitalization is so
important to our church; I can't emphasize it enough. Help
keep our exciting and vibrant church programs alive!!

Thank you!

Brent Carney graduated from Fitchburg State with his MBA

Amanda Rochette, graduating from NMRHS

In the D’Angelillo extended family we have:

Bailey Delaney, Merrimac College, Business Major

Declan Delaney, NMRHS, Headed to Stonehill college

Congratulations!
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Hello TCC Friends!! 
Happy June from VCCC!!

First off, my sincere apologies for missing my article
submission for your last month’s newsletter, life was a bit
overwhelming for myself and my family due to our house fire.
My husband John and I would like to thank all of you for your
prayers and well wishes, we have most appreciated it. 

So the month of May was a busy one for VCCC, our school
year seems to be moving forward at light speed and it’s so
hard to believe that we will soon be at the end. Throughout the
month the Preschool/PreK children focused their learning on
the themes of Community Helpers, Insects and Transportation!
Art activities, dramatic play, cooking projects, stories and
science experiments all allowed the children many
opportunities to enhance their cognitive skills, fine and gross
motor skills as well as enrich their creativity and imaginations.
The highlights throughout the month were the field trip visits
the children and staff made out into the community to see
some “Community Helpers” up close and personal allowing
them a look into the important jobs they do. They had visits to
the Library where they attended a special story time with
“Miss Molly”! Because the week of May 14th was “National
Police Week”, for their visit to the Police Station, the children
and staff baked up a basket of homemade blueberry muffins
and made beautiful cards as gifts to thank the police for
helping to keep us all safe. The children got to see all parts of
the police station and explore the inside of a cruiser! They also
had visits to the Post Office and to Worker's Credit Union, and
they had a blast visiting the Fire Station! One of our 3 VCCC
parents who are veterinarians came to school one morning to
do a fun presentation for the children. He brought in big x-rays
to show us and played “pet doctor” for all the children's “sick”
stuffed animals they’d brought in!

Our Toddlers spent the month gardening. They planted both
seeds and flower bulbs in pots and also planted some seeds
inside ziplock baggies with a wet paper towel! Taping the bags
to the classroom window allowed the children to watch the

seed actually grow! The Toddler classroom’s “Author of the
Month” was Eric Carle and they read lots of great stories like
“Brown Bear, Brown Bear”, “The Very Busy Spider”, and the
crowd favorite - “The Very Hungry Caterpillar”!!! Some of
the artwork hanging in the Toddler hallway was based on
many of Eric Carle’s stories. Throughout the month the
Toddlers also accompanied the Preschool/PreK class on some
of the community field trips, riding along in our red buggy!

Even our Infant friends are participating in “formal”
curriculum activities! Throughout the month they were
immersed in Farm Animals and Bugs!!! The teachers read lots
of stories and sang lots of songs that correlated to those
themes and displayed lots of pictures. Because our infants are
growing so fast, they are now able to have so many more
experiences, particularly in the sensory area of their
development. It’s so much fun to see their reaction to different
sensory activities-finger-painting with yogurt, splashing and
playing with plastic ducks in a dishpan filled with water,
banging on a drum or a xylophone and realizing they are
making it make “music”!!! 

All the classes made beautiful Mother’s Day gifts for all our
special Moms! The Toddler and Preschool/PreK children
decorated potholders with their hand prints and made very
creative cards, while our Infant class decorated picture frames
that held a candid photo of the baby in the classroom!

June will find us finishing up the school year, working on
some special Father’s Day gifts, re-doing some of our favorite
activities, getting our End-of -the Year Progress Reports out
to parents, and of course reminiscing about all the fun we had
throughout the year! We’ll also be having our yearly
End-of-the-Year Family Celebration! And then it’ll be time for
our Summer Program to begin! By the way, we still have some
availability for our Summer Program if you know of anyone
looking for one. (Infants through age six.) We have LOTS of
fun activities planned and are hoping for blue skies and sunny
days!!!

Before I end, I would like to once again sincerely thank our
TCC family for your ongoing support of VCCC, we always
most appreciate your help and generosity. I also want to give
another “shout out” to our community neighbor, Sophia’s
Pizzeria, who continues each month to donate pizza for our
“Pizza Tuesdays” fund-raiser. The children most enjoy their
special pizza lunch, and Sophia’s always sends enough for the
staff too! They have also generously agreed to do this same
fund-raiser for us again in the next school year, and we are so
very thankful. So if you’re having a pizza craving one night,
please do think about going to Sophia's!

From all the Staff, the VCCC Board of Directors and
myself, we wish you all continued health and happiness! 

Carol Ciccolini, VCCC Director 
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Wedding Anniversaries:
Jason and Sarah Goyette, 16 years on June 1
Meg and Chris Genoter, 21 years on June 7
Ed and Cheryl C, 24 years on June 23
Louis & Dorothy DuBreuil, 65 years on June 27

OUR BLESSINGS:  We give
thanks for the peaceful strides being
made between North and South
Korea. We are thankful for the
success of our turkey supper on 4/28,
we served more than a full sitting and
raised over $1,600 in support of our

church. We also did well with our annual auction and we offer
many heart-felt thanks to God and to all those who worked
hard to make it happen, including our wonderful children who
were runners on the night of the auction. We join with Brad
Bauer in celebrating his father’s 87th birthday on 5/5. We join
Pastor Mark in praising his orthopedic surgeon who
recognized that the nerves in his arm had healed a little bit by
themselves and halted the surgery that was planned; we pray
for Grace and patience in the coming years of healing. The
youth of TCC ran our Mother’s Day service this year and they
did a wonderful job; We give thanks for their talent,
enthusiasm and love. We give thanks for those mothers who
give up their babies for adoption. We join with Kathy Duckett
in giving thanks that her long-time friend, who has struggled
with ending her life on many occasions, has heard the voice of
God telling her that he does not want her to take her life - this
has turned her life around. We celebrate with Cheryl Borko
and her extended family as her aunt with skin
cancer has come through her treatments and is
cancer free. We are so glad that Dorothy
DuBreuil was able to join us for worship on
Mother’s Day; she thanks us for our prayers and
asks us to continue as she still has much healing
needed. We give thanks for the powerful oration
on love given at the recent royal wedding. We
join with the Goyette family in celebrating
Trenton’s being inducted into the Scouts’
prestigious “Order of the Arrow”. We celebrate with Emily
Bruns’ extended family, upon the news that there appears to
be no further sign of cancer in her father’s esophagus; we keep
him in our prayers that this might remain true in the coming
years. We offer prayers of thanks for the joy brought to us by
our Confirmands this year. We join with the confirmands in
praising all their former Sunday school teachers and all those
who helped with their confirmation program. We join with
Heather Mulrenan in giving thanks for Ben, who chose to
celebrate his 16th birthday at the TCC community supper.

OUR CONCERNS:  We pray for the family of a friend of
Lisa Burnham’s (Nancy) whose father has been diagnosed
with stomach cancer. We offer prayers for Cathy Hill’s
mother-in-law, June, who is struggling with various age-

related issues. We offer prayers of consolation and comfort for
Casey Duggan and her extended family, on the in vitro death
of her full-term baby. We pray for a friend of Karen Baer’s
who has been diagnosed with terminal cancer; we also pray
for all those who are close to her and grieving. We pray for a
friend of Ed C’s who fell off a roof; if he survives his injuries,
it is likely he will be a paraplegic. We pray for all those who
are unemployed and underemployed; including Max Duckett
who is currently applying for a teaching position for the next
school year. We pray for Meg Genoter’s mother, and her
caretakers, as she recovers from an ocular stroke and deals
with the loss of sight in one eye. We pray for a friend of Lee
McTighe’s, Michael, who has muscular dystrophy and is
nearing the end of his life. We pray for Pastor Sally Calhoun,
from Ashby, who has leukemia and is struggling with many of
the problems associated with this cancer; in recognition of her
service to the church and the people, she has been bestowed
with the honorary title of Pastor Emeritus. We offer prayers
for Ryan Benson and his extended family as his grandfather
has been diagnosed with cancer. Sarah Goyette’s mother came
through her cancer removal surgery well, for which we give
thanks, but we continue to pray for her as she goes through
more treatments. We keep in our hearts and prayers those
families whose mothers are lost to them. We join with Lyn

Bennett in praying for her good friend Cookie
Klahre, whose bone marrow transplant has not gone
well, she is very weak and now has pneumonia. We
continue to pray for all those who have lost loved
ones through gun violence. A friend of Cheryl Borko
has been diagnosed with ALS; we pray for him and
his family.

OUR HEALING PRAYERS:  We also offer
healing prayers for Dorothy DuBreuil; for Gary

Homoliski who is recovering from hip replacement surgery;
for Karen Baer’s nephew, Sean, who is recovering well from
surgery; for Dede O’Hair’s mother who has ongoing
undiagnosed health issues; and for Chris Clish as she deals
with serious back pain.

OUR CANCER FIGHTERS:  We offer prayers of
healing and hope for all those in our immediate and extended
families who are in the midst of battling cancer, and for all
those who care for and support them. Dorothy DuBreuil,
breast cancer; Bill, who is the husband of Heather’s birth
mother; Susan Riggins; Karen Baer’s friend, Cathy; Lorraine
M, cutaneous T cell lymphoma; Cathy Hill’s sister, Morag,
who has lymphoma; Lyn Bennett’s mother, colon cancer;
Mary Lou, a close friend of Pastor Mark; Ashley Peroni
(Karen Lee Peroni’s sister-in-law), brain cancer; Meg
Genoter’s friend, Heather; Kathy Duckett’s friend, Caroline,
jaw cancer; Paul Martineau’s mother; Joe, a young friend of
Carole Gustafson, skin cancer; Charlie Hersey's Dad, Fred;
Steve Ciccolini (Carol’s husband), liver cancer; Sarah (friend
of Steve Cloutier), brain cancer; Cindy Miller’s
mother-in-law, breast cancer; Lyn Bennett’s friend, Cookie
Klahre, leukemia; Barbara Goodwin’s son, Tyler, non-
Hodgkin lymphoma.
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LECTIONARY, JUNE 2018

June 3, 2018 - Second Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20) / Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 / Psalm 81:1-10
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 4:5-12
Gospel: Mark 2:23-3:6

June 10, 2018 - Third Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Samuel 8:4-11, (12-15), 16-20, (11:14-15) /

Psalm 138
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Genesis 3:8-15 / Psalm 130
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Gospel: Mark 3:20-35

June 17, 2018 - Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Samuel 15:34 - 16:13 / Psalm 20
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Ezekiel 17:22-24 / Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, (11-13), 14-17
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34

June 24, 2018 - Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
First reading and Psalm: 1 Samuel 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-23), 32-49 / Psalm

9:9-20 or 1 Samuel 17:57-18:5, 18:10-16 / Psalm 133
Alternate First reading and Psalm: Job 38:1-11 / Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32
Second reading: 2 Corinthians 6:1-13
Gospel: Mark 4:35-41

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

      June 2018 GOD IS STILL
SPEAKING

1 2 
8am Saturday
work team

3  Worship/SS 

COMMUNION

4 5 6 

7:30pm Snr Choir

7 8 9 

10  Worship 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY

11 

6:30pm Council

12 13 

7:30pm Snr Choir

14 
BAND

CONCERT

15 16 
Red Cross
blood drive

17  Worship 
ALOHALLELUIA

SUNDAY

18 19 20 21 22 22 

24  Worship 

SUMMER WORSHIP
TIME BEGINS

25 26 27 28 
TO CONTACT THE NEWSLETTER

EDITOR, CATHY HILL: 
email: chill01469@gmail.com 

or call 978-337-0638

Please go to the online calendar at www.tccucc.org for up-to-date entries.

NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
– NOON –
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OUR COMMON PURPOSE STATEMENT

Being in an intimate relationship with God in the present, we are an
ever-learning, action-oriented, justice-seeking, community-caring
church. Our purpose is to use our gifts to make God's love real and
alive for everyone.

We are committed to ministering through the use of our gifts,
learning to live the Christian way of life, and being together in Christ
by seeking to fulfill these three commandments of Christ:

e To love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength (Mark 12:30)

e To love our neighbor as ourselves (Mark 12:31)

e To love one another as Christ has loved us (John 13:34)

Townsend Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
3 Brookline St., PO Box 487
Townsend MA 01469-0487

Sunday School at 9 am & Worship  at 10:15 am


