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My brothers and sisters in Christ, let us pray. God of 

our Epiphany realities, hopes, and dreams, may the 

words of my mouth and the meditation of all our hearts 

always be acceptable in Your sight, Our strength and our 

redeemer, Amen.   

We are in the fourth week of our sermon series on 

God’s Plan for building community.  Let’s review where 

we’ve been…week one was what?  Talking about a place 

to pray and worship, about how we are a community 

gathering space when folks feel they need to find or 

thank God, and not just for baptisms, weddings, and 

funerals.  This place is a center for hope and healing.  

Two weeks ago we invited Mary Robbins from 

WAMS to help us understand that our community and 

what we do lets us see Christ in others.  We look too far 

past the folks who are right in front of us.  Christ is near 

because Christ is here in the way we are loved and 

accepted by our members and friends. We are the town’s 

largest support group in our brokenness.  And we do 

God’s work by healing one another each day, each week, 

and in our life’s journeys.   
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Last week we invited the Scouts and our own kids’ 

journey to Silver Lake Conference Center as a foil to 

explore how we meld our faith lives into more than just 

church, how church can happen in a variety of activities 

and contexts and places in the world. We learned that 

God’s grace begins in our kids through many channels, 

and as adults our awareness sometimes narrows so 

much that we forget that we need not have a certain 

type of worship experience to know that God is near.  

Because God is always here (in our hearts).  And it is in 

that focus on function of constantly finding God on our 

journey rather than having God live in the temple that 

makes our lives more full, more alive, more joyous, even 

when the world can get us down.   

We are God’s chosen people, living in ways that the 

world may not recognize, and for which we need to 

exercise patience.  Our faith is not one of ecstatic calls of 

the Spirit.  We don’t do altar calls here, giving public 

displays of dedicating our lives to God from here on after 

and never sinning again.  It’s harder than that.  There are 

many “God moments” in our faith formation and that 

sure knowledge that God walks with us is tested daily, 
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and trusted daily, and only after many days can we start 

to tell others about why that matters, and why we do it, 

and why they need to come and see what we know to be 

true.  God builds us up in these little ways not so we can 

take our surety of God’s grace and keep it to ourselves, 

but that we can show it to others, as our Scripture 

reminds us today, “let us do good to allllll people…” 

Now, that patient gentleness and duty to others 

creates a tension within us that we have to fight to keep 

from overtaking our lives.  As Americans we are told that 

we can and should pull ourselves up by our bootstraps 

that we are responsible for our success…we’ve talked 

about that.  But now God reminds us that if we are 

serious about community, we have mutual accountability 

with one another and we have to accept personal cost in 

getting involved in service to others.  You all know what 

I’m talking about having come and see me over the 

years.  There are webs and weaves that are forming in 

our community where life starts to tempt and test us, 

and the first thing that we notice as a community is that 

person isn’t here on Sunday.  So what do we do?   
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Inquire after them.  The biggest thing a church can 

do for its community is let folks know that they are cared 

about and loved in a place that really wants them.   

And that’s a challenge for us, New England 

curmudgeons, close to that place outside the 495 loop 

where Good Fences make Good Naybahs.  A phone call is 

one thing, but our Scripture demands us to be both 

neighborly and open to neighborliness.  In order to share 

others’ lives in our community, we have to share our own 

lives in our community.  Drop our fears of gossip and 

judgment.  We have to know that when we come to 

serve others we come with our own and whole hearts, 

we need our own bridge outward to be solid as we are 

building new ones that are just taking shape, outward 

from here, out in the wilderness away from the temple.   

Everyone can give freely.  But it’s hard to accept help 

and even harder to admit that we need it.  But what’s the 

first step in the 12 steps?  Yup, admitting that we need 

help, yes, we all need that here in Townsend’s largest 

support group.   

A way to think about this may be something we have 

all been through.  Who here’s been admitted inpatient to 
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a hospital?  Think about not what you went through with 

that visit, but think about who you encountered along 

the way in getting there and while you were there. The 

experience of a hospital stay is an invasive one, where 

we have to give up our normal defenses and let others 

care for us.  If we arrived by ambulance, we are taken by 

EMTs who are allowed into private spaces of our homes, 

maybe a bedroom or bathroom.  They half-undress us as 

they attach tubes and wires to make us stable to get us 

to a place that will make us safe.  Or maybe it was a 

planned visit and we walked in for surgery.  But we are 

eventually whisked off to a bed where the nurses 

assigned to us who wake us every 2 hours to ask us how 

we’re doing and take our vitals.  We may need help going 

to the bathroom, and there are reminders everywhere 

that we are not in control of our own bodies.  We know 

we need these things but we curmudgeonly resent the 

intrusions at times, and at other times are grateful for 

the attention to detail and gentle care.  We are handled 

with careful listening to our complaints, and in a few 

days are given some discharge instructions to get us back 

on the way forward.   
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Sounds like how church could be, right?  Folks who 

ask after us, noticing that we are not at worship or that 

we are a little off?  Maybe we talk to them a little and 

they start to do little things for us?  Are we comfortable 

accepting help, revealing ourselves, or do we resist our 

own Body of Christ members knowing too much about us 

as if we were in the hospital, not in control of anything, 

and accepting help only grudgingly as we have to give 

everything over to another person?   

Why is it our earthly healers with diplomas are more 

trusted than our spiritual ones whom we sit with each 

week?  Are we building these webs and bridges solidly, 

so that as new folks come into our lives we welcome 

them, inquire after them, serve them, just as easily and 

willingly as those we have known our whole lives?   

Why is it I have not received any little notes in 

months in the red attendance logs about who is not here 

in worship, or more importantly, if we have noticed have 

not inquired after them ourselves?   

This is tough stuff.  Patience is required to practice 

Christianity.  Patience is required to forebear the grumpy 

responses we will surely get when we inquire after folks.  
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Patience is required to reveal ourselves to others.  And 

patience is required to know that others may include still 

others in helping us out on our spiritual paths.  And all 

this before we get to do the fun stuff, and serve.   

I’ll leave you with the words of our intro to worship 

today because if we really take them in, we will see in 

our hearts what we want from church but we should also 

hear what it’s gonna take on our part to make that 

happen.  So hear the dual message of being open to 

making this little ditty come true, and let’s start doing 

something that’s not just fun and comforting according 

to this song, but holy in God’s purpose, too.     

Makin’ your way in the world today takes everything 

you got—takin’ a break from all your worries sure would 

help a lot…. 

Wouldn’t you like to get away…sometimes you 

wanna go where everybody knows your name.  And 

they’re always glad you came.  You wanna be where you 

can see, the troubles are all the same.  You wanna go 

where everybody knows your name.   

And for that community of God, TBTG. 
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  Amen. 


